ITERTAINMENT / А2-6 
Gretchen on text 
spat: Bong hasn't 
stopped calling 


x 


= SPORTS/AI9 


Phil Mickelson 
nails second 
Masters title 


= WORLD /АІ8 


Top US Marine 
regrets Iraq invasion, 
wants Rumsfeld out 


* NEWS/AS „ш. 
Oil firms jack ир 
prices of gasoline, 
diesel aga 


Black Saturday special 


nonworking holiday 


MALACARIANG HAS DECLARED BLACK SATUR- 
day, April 15, a special nonworking holiday na- 
tionwide to give Filipinos more time to mark one 
of Christendam's most cherished traditions, 

“Our people must be given the full and uninter- 
rupted opportunity to ponder on the significance 
ofthe Holy Week and to properly observe ts tra- 
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Flying out? Don’t carry 
‘dangerous’ seasoni 

By Nikko Dizon 

EVER WONDER WHY THE 

Hipinas favorite season- 

ings ka bagoong 

(shrimp paste), suka 

(vinegar), toyo (soy 


BALANCED 


ditions with religious fervor, without prejudice to 
влом 


" Е ы l 
S, FEARLESS VIEWS | sauce) and patis (fish 
зае) are not allowed on 
E 
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Davide calls 
for revamp 
of Comelec 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo shares a light moment with newly inducted Election Commissioner Rene 


Sarmiento in Malacañang. 


Makati businessmen also warn 
GMA on hasty Cha-cha drive 


By Christian V. Esguerra, 
Norman Bordadora 
and T] Burgonio 


THE INFLUENTIAL MAKATI BUSI- 
mess Club yesterday joined the 
Catholic 

warming the Arroyo administration. 
against hastily pushing fora parlia- 
mentary system, saying this wil 
have a negative impact on the 
gountry and the economy. 

& Reflecting the concerns voiced 


by bishops in a pastoral letter on. 
Friday, the business group cau- 
tioned against “the haste and 
haphazard manner in which the 

for consti 


without benefit of enlig 
public discussion and де 

the merits of a consti 
amendment, may have negative 
effects on the economy” the MBC 
said. 


MAS SUPREME SACRIFICE 


Opposition pushes snap poll 


By Michael Lim Ubac. 
and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


AFTER BUNGLING AN IMPEACH- 
‘ment attempt last year against 
‘President Macapagal-Arroyo and 
failing co get her to step aside, the 
opposition is urging her this Holy 
Week to "make the supreme sacri- 
fice" and calla snap election. 
Malacaüang has dismissed а 


similar suggestion, — earlier 
broached by Sen. Edgardo An- 
gara. 

‘The Palace also has a retort to 
critics who persist in reminding 
Filipinos that public surveys show 
how much the 59-year-old Presi- 
dent is disliked and how her ot 
ed predecessor, Joseph Estrada, is 
loved 

“We are past the era of count 


¿Outsourcing seen 
as growth engine 


‘OUTSOURCING IS THE WAY FOR- 
‘ward for the Philippines, with em- 
ployment, revenues and invest- 
‘ments from the sector expected to 
rise by at least 42 percent this year, 
according to Economic Planning 
Secretary Romulo Neri. 

While call centers are now at the 
forefront, other big business pr 
cess outsourcing firms are expand- 
ing their operations beyond call 
Centers in this English-speaking 
Southeast Asian country, Neri said 
ina statement issued yesterday. 

He cited a study jointly spon- 
sored by the trade department's 
Board of Investments and two in- 
dustry groups—the Business Pro- 
фезз Association of the Philip. 
pines and the Commission on In- 
formation, Communication and 
‘Technology—that forecast out- 
sourcing jobs rising by 44 percent. 
this year compared to 2005. 

‘The study also projected out- 
soureing revenues would grow by 


52 percent and investments by 42 
percent in 2006, Neri said. 

He said the study forecast in- 
vestments would be around P12 
billion ($234.83 million) this 
year and predicted that up to 1.2 
million people would be em- 
ployed in the sector in 2010 com- 
pared to 233,000 people at pre- 
sent, 

"Outsourcing is a sector with 
much dynamism. Companies are 
also getting more creative to re- 
spond to industry demand. For 
example, some firms are buying 
‘warehouses because ofthe lack of 
office space,” Neri said. 

He cited industry estimates 
that business process outsourcing 
‘would bring in $3.8 billion in rev- 
enues to the Philippines this year, 
nearly four times higher than the 
2001 figure of $1 billion. 

In 2001, Philippine revenues 
from business process outsourc- 

* OUTSOURCING/ A4 
саа 


its pastoral letter, the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of 
alarm 
over the administration-backed 
"people's initiative" to gather the 
signatures of 12 percent of regis- 
tered voters and 3 percent of 
them in each legislative district to 
pave the way for amending the 
1987 Constitution and introduce 
a parliamentary system of g 
ernment 
MAKATUAS 


ing popularity points,” said Press 
Secretary Ignacio Bunye. 
“Popularity will not guarantee 
jobs, investments, social justice 
or law and order—this has been 
clearly shown by recent histo 
said Bunye, referring to Estrada's 
landslide win in 1998 and his 
appointing performance in his 
three years in office. 
‘OFPOSITION/AI3 


Submits 

6 names 
as possible 
members 


By jolene R. Bulambot 
PDI Visayas Bureau 

Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
‘and jerome Aning 


RETIRED CHIEF JUS- 
tice Hilario Davide Л. 
has pushed for a re- 
vamp of the Commis- 
sion on Elections and 
submitted to Mala- 
cafiang the names of six 
people “of integrity” as 
possible commissioners 
of a poll body tainted 
with allegations of 
fraud and connivance 
with politicians. 

The Palace yesterday said Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo would 
seriously consider che Davide rec- 
ommendat 

"Coming from the former Chief 
Justice himself, the President will 
give that shor list a lot of 
Weight." Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye said in an interview. 

Speaking о the qua in Ce- 
bu City, Davide, the Presidents. 


adviser on electoral reforms, 


stressed the urgency of reforming 


DAVIDEAS 


MUTINOUS Army Capt. Gerardo Gambala talks about a Right-Left 


‘coup plot in Malacafiang’s latest video documentary. 


Palace video presents 
mutineer as witness 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


A NEW MALACARANG VIDEO 
documentary on the coup at 
tempt in February has a "surprise. 
wimess" who claims that an al- 
Hance berween rightist elements 
and communist rebels started af- 
ter the Oakwood mutiny in 2003. 

The surprise witness is none 
other than Army Capt. Gerardo 
Gambala, one of the leaders of 
Magdalo, the group of young offi 
cers who led the mutiny. He is in 
detention at Fort Bonifacio and is 
charged with coup d'etat. 

The supposed аШалсе, 
aimed at ousting President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, was one of 
the justifications the President. 


SKIMBOARDIN’ 


A participant shows his skll in riding the waves during 
at the Dahican Beach Resort in Mati, Davao Oriental, ov 


ase Section a7 


the 2nd National Sidmboarding Competition held 
rer the weekend,  NcOCOVENONNONMOBUDAU 


gave for declaring a state of na- 
tional emergency on Feb. 24. 
She lifted the state of emergen- 
cya week later. 

“Sabwatan sa Kataksilan” (Al- 
Басе in Treachery) opened with 
Gambala saying that representa- 
tives from the Left had made ef- 
forts to “make ties with us.” 

"They approached us to talk 
about building an alliance with 
them in an effort to seize power,” 
Gambala said 

‘Malacafiang previewed Че 
15-minute documentary yesterday 
то buttress its contention that the 
Feb. 24 coup attempt was the hand- 
‘work ofthe Right and the Left. 

Tn the documentary, Gen. Gen- 

PALACE AS 


program 
instant hit 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


A TROUBLED “TEXTER” HAS 
confessed that his father is gay. 
He is praying for his father to 
leave his teenage lover because 
the relationship is immoral. 

One girl sent this desperate 
text, She's pregnant and her 
boyfriend has left her. She 
wants him back for the sake of 
the baby. 

A troubled mother is about to 
deliver her fourth child. Her two 
other children are enrolling in 
school next month, But she has 
just lost her job and doesn’t 
know what to do, She sends a 
prayer text asking for strength 
and guidance. 

These troubled souls are not 
alone. Hundreds of others have 
learned about their predicament 

TEXTMARYIAI 
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PAJERO IN GARAGE 


Palace exec loses car to thieves 


AMALACANANG OFFICIAL LOST HIS MITSUBISHI PAJERO 
to thieves who sneaked into his San Pedro, Laguna, home in 
the wee hours of Sunday as he and his family slept. 


Press Undersecretary Robert Rivera 
said yesterday thieves entered the 
garage of his home at La Marea Hill 
subdivision and ook the white sport 
utility vehicle without waking up the 
household. The vehicle was a 2000 
‘model with plate number MTA 222. 


Subdivision 
last saw the SUV parked in Rivera's 
garage at around 1:30 a.m. during their 
patrol. 

Rivera said the Pajero, which he 
bought in 2003, was his personal vehi- 
dle and he had last used it on Friday 


"The car was parked at the house 
the past two days so the thieves proba- 
bly thought no one was home,” Rivera 
told reporters. 

Rivera learned about the theft at 
around 6 a.m. when the maid woke him. 
to tell him the vehicle was missing and 
their front gate was wide open. 

Rivera said he immediately called 
the police. 

While the Pajero was insured, Rivera 

he was miffed because he had sold 


twocars to buy the SUV. 

“So for those observing Holy Week 
who would be out of town but leave 
their vehicles at home, make sure you 
put an alarm [in your vehicle], was 
Rivera's advice to car owners. 

Rivera now goes to work at the 
Palace in an old Hyundai Grace van, 
which happened to be parked outside 
his home but which was apparently ig- 
nored by the picky thieves. 

Christine 0. Avendaño 


icy guards said they 


Inviting the Best and the Brightest to 
Study Medicine on Full Scholarship at 
St, Luke's College of Medicine 


The Scholarship Program 

‘The program is funded by St. Luke's Medical Center — 240 full scholars through 2010. їп 2006, 
60 full scholarships will be granted at a cost of P10 Million, growing to P50 Million per year 
by2010. 


Cum Laude graduates from UP, UST, Ateneo, La Salle and Magna or Summa Cum Laude 
graduates from other reputable colleges/universities are entitled to 100% full scholarship 
including laboratory and miscellaneous fees plus subsidy for textbooks. 


Maintaining an average of 85% will guarantee continued scholarship. 


Priority Acceptance into the St. Luke's Residency Program 

You will be given priority in the selection process of the St. Luke's Medical Center Residency 
Program. - а unique opportunity to practice medicine with world-class mentors in a world-class 
setting 


The Scholarship and Residency Programs are aimed at developing specialization among its 
graduates, which is the strength of the medical center. 


Rising Rapidly to World Class Standard 
Only a decade old, SL Luke's College of Medicine is rising rapidly, aiming to become the best medical 
school in the county in five years. 


As a fuli partner of the Medical Center, the College of Medicine boasts of an excellent medical 


curriculum, a strong discipline in research, and an equally excellent faculty to support a long-term 
goalofbeinga medical school of all scholars. 


No other Medical School in the country 
offers this kind of Scholarship. 


н Heights, Quezon City. Philippines 


Tel. Now. (532) 727-384, 
1832) 727-7600 727-7610 


if Dean's Ofice: dean_slem@etiuke.com.ph 
rar slcmdpatiuke.com ph 


“7008 127-1610/ 22-0391 local 3808/3808 


. Luke’s College of Medicine 


William H. Quasha Memorial 


COA finds 
overpriced 
Jarm 
machines 
in Payatas 


ByPhilip C. Tubeza 


FUNDS FROM THE CONTROVERSIAL GININ- 
tuang Masaganang Ani (GMA) program were 
used to purchase five farm machines which 
found its way to the Payatas dumpsite in Quezon 
City, purportedly as part of the governments sol- 
id waste management program, the Commission 
on Audit (COA) final audit report said. 

‘The COA, however, discovered that the ma- 
chines were not only overpriced but were also 
purchased without public bidding. 

"The machines were also not among the farm. 
implements and facilites listed under the De- 
‘partment of Agriculture's GMA program, it said. 

‘The five machines, worth P3 million, were 
supposed to be used to convert biodegradable 
waste materials to compost soil conditioner 
or organic fertilizers, the COA зай 

But COA said two of the machines were 
overpriced by a total of around P650,000. 

“We recommend that (rhe DA), in all procure 
‘ments, ensure compliance with the Procurement 
Reform Act (RA 9184), particularly public bid- 
Ging, to obtain the most advantageous price for. 
the government," the COA report said. 

СОА inspectors found the five ma- 
chines—three shredders, a hammermill/ifter, 
and a pelletizer—in Payatas on Nov. 17, 2005. 

They were among the 14 units of fabricated 
mechanical equipment the DA Southern 
Tagalog regional field unit bought for P14 
million through a negotiated deal with LCV 
Design and Fabrication Corp. 

‘Of the 14 machines, six, including the rwo 
in Payatas, were overpriced bya total of P2.75 
million, the report said 

"DARFU IV purchased 14 units of fabricat- 
ей mechanical equipment although they were. 
not classified as farm implements under the 
GMA Program, at a cost 
through negotiation (or) without the benefit 
of public bidding,” it added. 

‘The COA audit team reiterated “the need to 
comply withthe required bidding... inasmuch 
as equipment with similar functions is avail- 
able in the market.” 

One of the shredder/chipper units bought 
with a price tag of P750,000 was available in 
the market at only P226,320 while another 
chipper bought at P250,000 was available at 
the price of 121,055, the report said. 

"The DA said that while the machines were 
not among the farm implements included in the 
list provided by GMA rice program national co- 
ordinator Frisco M. Malabanan, “the choice'of 
the shredder under the 2004 Farm Inputs/Im- 
plements program was made by the proponents 
themselves considering the actual needs in the 
areas where the equipment would be used.” 

"The proponent for the machines found in 
Payatas was Quezon City Rep. Nanette Caste 
lo Daza, whose district received P3 million 
from the P728-million fertilizer fund. 

"Such kind of equipment was likewise 
claimed to be appropriate due to the increasing 
demand for organic agricultural products that 
would be environmentally safe," the DA added. 


РАСС to finish probe 
of fertilizer scam in May 


“THE PRESIDENTIAL ANT-GRAFT COMMISSION EX- 
pects to wind up its ivesigation into the alleged in- 
Volvement of Deparment of Agriculture officals in the 
Эврей mull-milon fertilizer scam by the end of May. 

РАСС Chair Dr. Constancia Р. De Guzman as- 
sured the public that the PAGC is exhausting ай 
means to get to the bottom of the controversy. 

The PAGC started its investigation nta the fer- 
zer scam in early March this year. 

“This investigation s an independent investigation 
Ris notentrely dependent on reports ot the Commis 
sion on А, the Senate or Department of Agricul- 
ture reports or other government bodies. This investi 
gation is realy a search for ruth” De Guzman said. 

According to De Guzman, the PAGC special . 
‘operations team assigned to the case has submit 
ted to the commission proper Its initial report 
based in part оп voluminous documents gathered 
from various sources. 

Immediately atter the Holy Week she said, the 
team will hold a series of conferences to got tosti- 
monies and statements from individuals who have 
personal knowledge ol the transactions and other 
"documents related to the alleged tertilzor scam. 

The РАСС urged the public and the media to 
actas its watchdog and demand forthe results ot 
the investigation on May 31. » 
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ing a national peas- 

ant leader at his 
home in Malolos City, 
Bulacan during the 
last few weeks, a mil- 
скам group claimed 
yesterday 

i Quoting neigh- 
hors and relatives, 
the Kilusang Mag- 
bubukid ng Pili 
imas said several 
элеп мее seen 
Snooping around 
the house of its sec 
retary general, 
Danilo “Ка балп? 
Ramos, at least half 
a dozen times since 
last month. 

On Sunday, two 
men came looking 
for Ramos at a bas- 
ketball court where 
the peasant leader 
usually played bes 
ketball, according to 
the RMP 

Coming om the 
heels of the assassi- 
mation of leftist ac- 
бав їп Central Lu 
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Flying out? Don't carry ‘dangerous’ ... Palace video presents he 


From page Al 


Tes not only because of their 
pungent smell. They have ingre- 
dients, particularly salt, that are 
considered corrosive and could 
pose a danger to an aircraft, said 
Supt. Rizalino Roxas, chief of op- 
erations of the Airport Security 
Center (ASC). 

"The ASC oversees all the secu- 
rity agencies at the airport. 

TE these seasonings spill, “they 
could destroy parts of the plane, 
including its electronic parts and 
wiring, itle by litle,” Roxas said 
yesterday. 

Aside from bagoong, “all 
kinds of seasoning sauces, es- 
pecially those with pungent or 
acrid odors such as fish sauces, 
Soy sauce, all sea produce and 
salted products" are consid- 
ered “dangerous goods” by the 
Civil Aviation Training Center 
(САТО), which is under the In- 
ternational Civil Aviation Or- 
ganization (сао) 

“Опе has to be sure that the 
cover will not open. Or if the bot- 
te breaks, it is sealed in such a 
way that the contents would not 
spill onto any part of the aircraft,” 
Roxas said. 

Salt, in large volumes and if 
improperly packed, is specifically 
considered a “dangerous sub- 
stance” in the consolidated list of 


prohibited items recently re- 
leased by the ASC. 

‘The ASC based the list on the 
items prohibited by the Icao, 
Transportation Security Au- 
thority, Philippine National Po- 
lice-Aviation Security Group, 
the Manila International Ab 
port Authority (Miaa) and the 
airlines operating out of the Ni- 
moy Aquino International Air- 
port. 

‘The ASC list has some 200 pro- 
hibited items classified under 
"weapons," "dangerous articles." 
"explosives" and "dangerous sub- 
stances.” 


Scissors, scotch tape 

Among the weapons are hand- jy 
guns of all calibers, flare guns, 
bows and arrows, darts, swords, 
pocket knives, screwdrivers and 
scissors or any metal with point- 
ed tips. 

Golf clubs and balls, billiard 
cues and balls, fishing rods, 
rulers and letter openers, toy 
guns, baseball bats and all 
kinds of tape, such as masking 
tape, scotch tape, duct tape 
and electrical tape, are among 
those classified as “dangerous 
articles.” 


Floor wax 
Explosives range from fire- 
crackers, fragmentation 


grenades, TNT, nitroglycerin, 
gun powder, dynamite, ammu- 
nition, to СЗ or C4 plastic ex- 
plosives. 

Aside from the sauces, items 
considered "dangerous sub- 
stances” include acetone, hair 
spray, paint thinner, astringent, 
magnets, fertilizer, spray paint 
and floor wax. 

Except for explosives, the other 
items, including seasonings, may 
be allowed on the aircraft as long 
as they are properly packed and 
checked in and not hand-carried 
їп the passenger cabin, according 
to Roxas. 

Roxas also reminded Fil- 
ipino passengers, particularly 
overseas workers going to the 
Middle East, that bagoong 
sautéed in pork oil and "hopi- 
ang baboy“ were not allowed in 
countries in the Middle East in 
deference to Islam. 

The United States has also 
banned hopiang baboy because of 
quarantine concerns. 

Of the list of prohibited items, 
Roxas said: “We've had this for a 
long time now but we are reiter- 
ating it in light of the peak travel 
season.” 

The Misa has been receiving 
inquiries fom passengers and 
travel agencies on what items 
could be brought on airplanes 
since the summer season began. 


From page Al 
'eroso Senga, Armed Forces chief of 
staf, said it was not the first time 
that members of the military had 
struck an alliance with the Left. 

He mentioned the case of Lt. 
Crispin Tagamolila, a former 
Army finance officer, who de- 
fected to the New People’s 
Army (NPA) in 1971. The NPA is 
the armed wing of the Commu- 
nist Party of the Philippines 
(СРР). 

Senga said it was after the Oak- 
‘wood mutiny in July 2003 that 
the NPA thought of linking up 
with the young soldiers. 

‘The documentary said repre- 
sentatives of the Magdalo and the 
NPA started a series of meetings 
їп several hotels and restaurants 
in Quezon City and Makati City in 
December 2003: They reportedly 
talked about reorganizing the 
Magdalo and recruiting members 
tothe new alliance. 


Honasan 

The documentary said the Mag- 
dalo name was changed to Mak- 
abayang Kawal Pilipino (MKP) at 
Mamamayang Kaisa sa Pakikibaka. 

‘At theend of 2004, former Sen. 
Gregorio Honasan led the meet- 
ings of the MKP with the NPA. 
Lawyer Jose Christopher Bel- 
monte, who was identified as a 
CPP cadre, attended several of 
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the meetings, according to the 
documentary that quoted intelli- 
gence reports. 

Tt was only in early 2006 that. 
the alliance welcomed new mem- 
bers, according to the documen- 


шу 

“The alliance of the two groups 
was confirmed in January when 
authorities arrested Belmonte, 
along with Lt. Lawrence San 
Juan, one of the Oakwood muti- 
neers who escaped last year. 

“The arrest of San Juan and Bel- 
тюше in Batangas showed the 
deep and wide conspiracy be- 
tween the CPP-NPA and the Mag- 
dalo group, the documentary 
said. 


Oplan Hackle 

‘Authorities seized from San 
Juan and Belmonte several docu- 
mens, induding that of a 
socalled Oplan Hace that 
Sought to bring down the Arroyo 
‘administration during the 20th 
anniversary of Edsa Lin February 

‘The documents said Army 
Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim was the 
ground force commander for the 
Coup. Lim was relieved of his post 
as First Scout Ranger chief and 
has been restricted to quarters 
since Feb. 24 

The documentary said the 
coup was prevented by the state 
of national emergency declared 
by Ms Arroyo. 


Oplan 4G 

Тһе апей of Maj. Joaquin 
Aquino, who was said to be part 
of the group Para Sa Bayan 
(PSB), saw the capture of docu- 
ments detailing another plot 
called Oplan 46. 

Oplan 4G sought to repeat the 
Edsa I uprising of February 1986 


that led to the ouster of the dicta- 
tor Ferdinand Marcos. This time, 
the rallies would be supported by 
the military. 

‘The documentary said the 
plotters had also planned to hold 
big protest rallies in March to 
force Ms Arroyo to step down. If 
they failed last month, they 
‘would have continued with the 
rallies until Labor Day on May 1. 

Should it succeed, the PSB 
planned to come out with three 
proclamations, induding one 
placing the country under a state 
of emergency. 

Another proclamation would 
have established a transition gov- 
‘ernment in which a new leader 
for the country would be chosen, 
But it was not known who this 
person would be, according to 
the documentary 


Transition government 

A few seconds before the docu- 
mentary ends, Gambala appears 

“its for you to decide, but as 
for me, Ive been there ... There 
are certain things that we cant 
leam. You have to experience it 
before you understand. Now Tun- 
derstand. don't want to do again 
what 1 did [in 2003] because it 
was wrong," Gambala said. 

After the showing of the doc- 
umentary, Press Secretary Ig- 
nacio Bunye said he was 
touched by Gambalus words 
because, for the first time, the 
officer admitted he had com- 
mitted a mistake. 

“The words he uttered feel sin- 
cere and Im sure his sincerity will 
be received by other men in uni- 
form, to the extent that his state- 
ments will be helpful” Bunye 
told reporters. 


Outsourcing seen ... 


From page Al 
ing amounted to $349 million, 
according to Neri. 


$108 by 2010 

Global consultancy Mckinsey 
has reported that at least 120 out- 
sourcing companies operate inthe 
Philippines, predicting that rev 
enues from the sector would reach 
$10billion by 2010, Neri said. 

He said the Philippines should 
aim to get 10 percent ofthe market 
for medical transcription amid the 
massive exodus of Flipino doctors, 
nurses and other medical workers 
for higher paying jobs abroad. 

“Think of ай the high-paying 
jobs that will provide our medical 


professionals,” Neri said, citing 
reports that the United States 
needs about 80,000 medical tran- 
scriptionists. 

Medical transcription outsourc- 
ing in the Philippines occupies just 
a l-percent share of the US market 
ofSi2bilionheadded. — - 

Ner said the outsourcing 
boom should also be a boon for 
other industries. 

"This is clearly a market for the 
telecom companies offering land 
line connectivity Real estate is also 
benefiting from the surging de- 
‘mand for office space while restau- 
rants open 24 hours a day cater to 
the food and leisure needs of call 
center agents," hesaid. АР 


Black Saturday ... 


From page Al 
the public interest,” said Execu- 
tive Secretary Eduardo Ermita in 
Proclamation No. 1018. 

Ermita said the government 
was just going by tradition since 
Black Sarurday, which falls be- 
tween Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday, had been declared a spe- 
cial day in the past. 

While administration allies 
have vowed to use the Lenten 
season to campaign for Charter 
‘change, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo and members of her Cabinet 
apparently will be doing a lot of 
praying during the same period. 

Ms Arroyo and her Cabinet are 
expected to hie off to Baguio City 
starting today for a two-day Lenten. 
retreat atthe presidential Mansion. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
said the religious exercise was а 
"good occasion to reflect and to 


gain wider, broader and deeper per 
spectives on the national situation. 

“Ies time for everyone to re- 
flect on where we were, where 
we are and where we're headed, 
both on an official and private ba- 
sis," Bunye told reporters. 

The Presidents chief of staff, 
Michael Defensor, said the re- 
treat would be an occasion for 
prayer. 

Оп Maundy Thursday, Ms Ar- 
тоуо is expected to visit churches 
in Baguio for the “Visita Iglesia." 

Her schedule on Good Friday, 
Black Saturday and Easter Sunday 
is not open to media as it will bea 
private time for her and her family. 

‘The Presidentis expected to re- 
turn to Manila on Monday after 
inaugurating a newly renovated 
ward of the Baguio City General 
Hospital. Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
‘and Christine O. Avendaño 


Corrections 


IN THE APRIL 10 ISSUE, 
the wrong photo (right) 
was used to accompany а 
Page A4 story— Party-ist 
groups to lose seats in par- 
liamentary gov, says law- 
maker.” The wrong photo 
was that of Partido ng 
Manggagawa Rep. Renato 
Magtubo—not Anak Min- 


Magibo Мн naman Hataman was the lawmaker quot- 
Sour z 
INTHE SAMEISSUE, a story on Page AIO—"S-M foreign vistors 
set new RP tourism record"—misstated the number of foreign 
tourist arrivals in the Philippines from January to February 2006. 
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1011 firms jack up prices 
of gasoline, diesel again 


By Abigail L Ho to$61.31 a barrel in the fist sev- Since the start of the year, the 
еп days of April from $57.82 oil firms have hiked gasoline 
AFTER SUCCESSIVE PRICE barrel last month. prices four times by a total of P2 a 
Tollbecks last month, the coun- The price of unleaded gasoline liter Diesel and kerosene prices 
шу oll companies jacked up the based on the Mean of Platts Sin- have been increased five times by 
prices of their gasoline, sapore (MOPS) benchmark for atotalofP2.50 per liter. 
land Kerosene by 50 cent Tefined petroleum products also The latest adjustments bring 
liter beginning last Saturd soared to $75.07 а barrel in the premium unleaded gasoline 
‘Oil majors Petron Corp. Pilip- April 1-7 period from last month's prices to between P36.79 and 
Petroleum Corp. and average of $69.64 a barrel. 38.50 a liter, diesel to between 
MOPS-besed diesel surged to P31.75 and P3475 a liter and 
fhe increase, adjusting their an April average of $82.07 a bar- kerosene to between P34.42 and 
cesar 12:01 a.m. Saturday, relfrom$77.99abarrelinMarch. P37 a liter 
ying V hiked its prices by the 
same level at 12:01 ала. yester- 
day, followed by Total (Philp- 
pines) Corp. at 6 a.m. and Unioil 4 it 
Petroleum Philippines Inc. later ‘After going through 5, 
ming. other so-called solutions 
Petroleum Corp. in- " i 
creased its prices at 5 a.m. today. to my thinning hair, 


59 The oil firms cited the rise in | decided to try Nu/Hart. 
| international prices as well l iid.” 

| ^ NEC DS Im gadi i 

LENTEN. |^ н E z 

Overseas Filipinos from diferent parts of the world fili the arrival area of the Ninoy Aquino | 


Energy, the regional 
Overseas ipinos rom dre рат mis araea yesterday to spend their Lenten and summer | benchmark Dubai crude jumped 
Internationa! Ара Нек rrop for the crowds -the domestic airport, bus and ferry terminals, as 

teh tourists and locals head for the provinces. eee 


Naia offers summer 
work for Pasay, 


RP asks Malaysia to speed up  Paraîaqueyoutns 


SOME 100 OUTOFSCHOOL 


repatriation of detained Pinoys gastrin 


less residents of Pasay and 


‘THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT Among the Filipino prisoners 

is working to speed up the repa- are 151 boys and 90 girls, he said. 

tiation of Filipinos held at a Sixty-two inmates, including 

Malaysian detention center for il- an undetermined number of Fil- ейіатеју 

legal aliens struck by а riot last ipinos, climbed a fence and es- proof of citizenship. 

week, the Philippine ambassador  caped during the riot at ће facili- said the embassy was "Т also aims to bring 

to Malaysia said yesterday. ty police said. ing with Sabah officials the government closer to the peo- 
‘Ambassador Victoriano Lecaros Sabah has an extensive land onthe completion ¢ ре by way of giving them em- 

said he and other officials were co- border with Indonesia's detention process a 1 aid Judith Dolot 

ordinatingwith Malaysian author- tan province, and is sef suance of travel дос а International 

ities.on looking into condit from the southern Philipp y cou m : ^ Public Affairs 

the Menggatal detention c a short boat ride. Many ilegal im- je 

Kota Kinabalu, capital of the east migrants cross the border to seek 

Malaysia state of Sabah, and re- work in wealthier Malaysia. being of the Filipin safe- paid P200 a day, 

tuming the 1,173 Filipinos held Тһе Menggatal center was guarded. AP report for work from Monday 

there quickly. meant to temporarily house ille- Volt Contreras to Friday. ‘Nikko Dizon 
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56% of Filipinos oppose Cha-cha, says. 


THE CHA-CHA TRAIN MAY NOT 
be that unstoppable after all. 

‘The majority of Filipinos (56 
percent) plan to vote "No" should 
а plebiscite be held now to ap- 
prove amendments to the 1987 
Constitution, according to results 
of a nationwide survey by Social 
Weather Stations. 

The survey, conducted on 
March 8-14, covered 1,200 
adults. It had a margin of error of 
plus or minus 3 percentage 
points. 

Groups like Sigaw ng Bayan 
are collecting the signatures of at 
least 12 percent of the registered 
voters nationwide and at least 3 
percent of the registered voters in 


each legislative district for a peo- 
ples initiative, one of the three 
‘modes of amending the Constitu- 
tion. 

Their petition for Charter 
change, endorsed by no less than 
the Arroyo administration, con- 
tains the proposition: "Do you ap- 
prove ofthe amendments [to] Ar- 
ticle 6 and 7 ofthe 1987 Constitu- 
tion changing the form of govern- 
ment from the present bicameral- 
presidential to a unicameral-par- 
liamentary system of government 
in order to achieve greater effi- 
ciency, simplicity and economy in 
government and providing an Ar- 
tide 18 as transitory provisions 
for the orderly shift from one sys- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


tem to the other?" 

The administration expects a 
plebiscite on the proposition by 
June, but opponents of Charter 
‘change claim that the initiative 
illegal because of the absence of 
an enabling law. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
has urged old-time politicians to 
stand back or get run over be- 
cause the Charter change (Cha- 
cha) train has left the station. 

‘Only 30 percent of the respon- 
dents agreed that the “Commis- 
sion on Elections could be trusted 
to honestly count the votes of the 
people in a plebiscite to ratify a 
пем Constitution," SWS said yes- 
terday 


SWS said 55 percent of the re- 
spondents rejected the proposal 
for Ms Arroyo to be allowed to be- 
come prime minister Only 18 
percent supported it. 

Former President Fidel Ramos’ 
suggestion to amend the Consti- 
tution to cat short Ms Arroyos 
term before 2010 was acceptable 
to 50 percent and unacceptable 
1024 percent. 

Fifty percent of the respondents 
rejected proposals for the cancella- 
tion of the 2007 elections and the 
extension ofthe terms ofall elected 
officials ший 2010. Only 25 per 
cent supported the proposals 

^ bigger percentage (56 per- 
cent) thumbed down the sugges- 


tion that legislators instead of 
voters elect the head of govern- 
ment. Twenty percent favored it. 
The survey showed that 
ipinos would rather continue 
having a Senate, with the propos- 
al to have only one chamber in a 
parliament rejected by 38 percent 
and accepted by only 25 percent. 
“The survey alo found very strong 
opposition to removing the limit on 
the term of office of the President. 
Seventy-six percent said there 
should be a limit to the term of a 
prime minister. The median an- 
Swer was five years. 
‘SWS said public awareness of 
the proposals to amend the Con- 
stitution was very low. 


Davide calls for revamp of Comelec 


Frompage Al 
the Comelec but said he had yet 
to receive word from Ms Arroyo 
about his recommendations. 

“Tt is not necessarily a total re- 
vamp but basic infrastructural 
change,” he told the INQUIRER 

Davide declined to identify his 
six nominees but they came from 
his initial list of 11 names. 

He said he believed his six 
nominees "can really restore 
the credibility of the commis- 
sion” whose integrity has been 
tarnished because of allega- 
tions of corruption and poll 
cheating. 

‘At the center of the scandals 
that have ravaged public confi- 
dence in the Comelec is the accu- 
sation that Ms Arroyo, in purport- 
ей wiretapped phone conversa- 
tions with former Election Com- 
missioner Virgilio Garcillano, 
conspired with him to tamper 
with the results of the 2004 presi- 
dential election. 

Ms Arroyo and Garcillano have 
denied any wrongdoing. 


Beyond dispute 

"| recommend them (the si) 
because know that they are 
highly capable persons of integri- 
ty and character, competence, 
Probity and independence which 
bre the very criteria the Constitu- 
tion also prescribes even for the 
members of the judiciary” Davide 
зай. 

"Their integrity is beyond dis- 
pute. believe that they can really 
Festore the credibility of the com- 
mission; he stressed. 

Comelec Chair Benjamin Aba- 
los Sc welcomed the recommen- 
dations for poll reforms, saying 
“they are the fruits of Davide's 
consultation with us” 

But Abalos dodged comment 
on Davide's disclosure that he 
had recommended six nominees 
toMs Arroyo. 


A political matter 

“1 cannot comment on that be- 
cause 1 havent heard about it, 
Abalos told the qune by 
phone, "But if thats true, ap- 
Pointing commissioners is a pre- 
Togative of the President and it is 
a political matter” 

"he Constitution provides 
for a Comelec chair and six 
commissioners. Only four of 
the six commissioner seats аге 
filled at present. Appointees 
are made by the President with 


DAVIDE 


the consent of the Commission 
on Appointments. 

The Constitution fixes the 
commissioners tem at seven 
years without reappointment. 
Members can only be removed 
from office through impeach- 
mentor resignation 

When asked if a revamp was 
possible considering that com- 
missioners could only be re- 
moved through impeachment, 
Davide said changes in the Con- 
stitution were also part of the 
long report he submitted to Ms 
‘Arroyo on March 10. 


Davide praying 

“1 am hopeful, 1 am praying, 
that they would be in place be- 
cause of the very nature of the 
proposals which are urgent,” Da- 
vide said. 

Не dedined to specify the provi- 
sions in the Charter he wanted 
changed, saying he would rather 


leave it to Ms Arroyo to release to the 
public the contents of his report. 

Davide said he marked his re- 
port as urgent so his proposals 
would be implemented before 
the 2007 elections. 

"The final report, which 1 sub- 
mitted to the President on March 
10, was quite long because these 
are reforms some of which would 
be a continuation of what I be- 
lieved should be in place before 
2007, then the medium-term re- 
forms and the long-term re- 
forms,” Davide said. 


Political dynasty, nepotism 

"The long-term reforms would 
include what has been indicated 
inthe newspapers,” he added. 

Davide said that when he sub- 
mitted his interim report on Feb. 
10, the President called him а 
week later o elaborate and to 
explain” 

Tie said some of his recommen- 


ations included the proposals he 
had submitted to the 1971 Con- 
stitutional Convention and the 
1986 Constitutional Commission, 
particularly on political dynasties 
and nepotism. 

He said he included in his lat- 
est proposals a recommendation 
for higher penalties for election 
offenses and proposals for an eas- 
ier way to procu these kinds 

Davide зай that Ms Arroyo 
might need some time to reflect 
on his "suggestions." 


Worthy task 

Ina statement, Ms Arroyo said 
she appreciated “the worthy task 
undertaken by (Davide) .. and 
his eminent recommendations on 
the matter of electoral reforms.” 

“these recommendations will 
be closely and seriously consid- 
ered in the light of the common 
desire to cure the ills of our elec 
toral process, preclude the resur- 
gence of political turmoil, and 
ive the air of poisoned politics 
ош of the degenerated system,” 
she said. 

Ms Arroyo also said Davide's 
inputs had "given a song impe 
tus to our common goals in the 
national interest" that should en- 
courage everyone to get on board 
‘the tain of electoral reform." 


Proposed reforms 

The Palace said that in his rec- 
ommendations, Davide called for 
aan on the appointment of local 
officials and congressmen to any 
public office during their term in 
Office, and any senator to any 
public office within three years of 
Tis election- 

Only a few months ago, Ms Ar- 
тоуо tapped Rep. Ronaldo Puno 
to be interior secretary and Rep. 
Rolando Andaya to be budget 
secretary. 

Davide's other recommenda- 
tions include a ban on political 
dynasties, fixing the terms of con- 
Siessmen and local government 
Оса to four years, holding the 
ational and local elections on 
different dates, and prohibiting 
lective officials from switching 
parties in the middle of their 
тети. 

Even a political party support- 
ive of the administration believes 
the Comelec needs to be purged 
to make it credible again. 

Congressional leaders wel 
comed the package of consin: 


Makati businessmen also warn GMA on 


From page Al 

A single question is posed in 
the peoples initiative—whether 
Filipinos agree to the adoption of 
а unicameral parliament and un- 
specified “transitory provisions” 
that will govern the nation during 
the interim period during the 
shift from the presidential sys- 
tem. 

‘Moves to amend the Constitu- 
tion gained urgency in July amid 
growing calls for the resignation 
of Ms Arroyo over allegations she 
stole the 2004 presidential elec- 
tion—charges the Chief Execu- 
tive has denied vehemently. Рог. 
mer President Fidel Ramos had 
proposed the shift as an "exit 
strategy’ for Ms Arroyo. 

Congressmen say the people's 
initiative has gathered more than 
9 million signatures in spite of op- 
position by business and church 
groups—two of the main pillars 
of Philippine society. 

Interior Secretary Ronaldo 
Puno denied that "Charter 
change is being steamrollered ог 
railroaded.” 

"What the opponents of consti- 
tutional reforms probably don't 
know is that this has been a long- 


standing issue which is being dis- 
cussed down to the municipal 
level" Puno said in a press re- 
lease, 


No basis in Charter 

"The current attempt to not on- 
ly amend but revise the Constitu- 
tion by a people's initiative has no 
basis under the Constitution,” the 
MBC said, pointing out that the 
effort was not backed by an "en- 
abling law" passed by Congress. 

The group also recalled that 
the Supreme Court had shot 
down a similar initiative in 1997 
and permanently enjoined the 
Commission on Elections from 
entertaining any such petition 
until a sufficient law had been en- 
acted. 

"The amendment of the Con- 
stitution is a very serious matter; 
а wholesale change сап only be 
undertaken either through a con- 
stituent assembly or а constitu- 
tional commission,” the MBC 
said. 

“А change from а presidential 
to a parliamentary form of gov- 
ernment involves а major ideo- 
logical shift from a system of 
checks and balance between 


three departments of govem- 
ment to the fusion of the execu- 
tive and legislative powers in one 
p 

“Surely, a paradigmatic shift of 
this magnitude cannot be consid- 
ered а minor amendment. This 
requires more careful study and 
public discussion to determine 
What is in the best interest of the 
mation economically socially and 
politically 
Negative repercussions 

"The fac thatan amendment is 
now being rushed with only polit- 
ical provisions in mind does not 
augur weil for the country. If such 
major decisions are carried out 
with undue haste, we feel that 
such rushed decisions will have 
negative repercussions for the 
country and its economy" the 
MBC said. 

Also yesterday, Lipa Archbish- 
op Ramon Arguelles said Ms Ar- 
Toyo risked losing whatever 
goodwill she was still enjoying 
from the prelates if she brushed. 
aside the CBCP’ apprehensions 
‘on the peoples initiative 

“If the CBCP’ guidelines will 
be ignored, she may see the CBCP 


openly distancing itself from her. 
She needs the CBCP especially its 
silence,” Arguelles told the In- 
Quas in a text message. 

He reminded the President 
that the CBCP's "refusal" to join 
the clamor for her ouster in July 
2005 through a pastoral letter 
“allowed her to bounce back.” 

For Ms Arroyo to ignore the 
CBCP’: moral guidelines could con- 
vince her alles in the episcopate 
that it was “wiser, more worthwhile 
and necessary" to join the more ar- 
iculate and militant bishops in the 
Church hierarchy he said. 

Arguelles, 61, is one of several 
bishops who have clout over the 
122-member CBCP One arch- 
bishop described him as someone 
who “is listened to and talks with 
a straight tongue." 


Do not snub CBCP 

Speaking for the CBCR newly 
appointed. spokesperson Ма: 
Pedro Quitorio yesterday cau- 
tioned politicians against snub- 
bing the latest CBCP pastoral 
statement. 

“Wie really can't move forward 
if doubts about the initiative are 
mot seed," Quitorio told the In- 

A 


tional amendments proposed by 
Davide, saying it lent credibility 
to the ongoing Charter change 
drive. 


Need for Cha-cha 

Rep. Marcelino Шалап 
(akas), vice chair of the House 
committee on justice, said Davide 
only underscored the urgent 
need for Cha-cha. 

Rep. Mauricio Domogan 
(Lakas), vice chair of the commit- 
tee оп constitutional amend- 
ments, said Davide's recommen- 
dations highlighted the need for 
reforms in the political system, 
such as doing away with the “ob- 
solete mechanisms which are a 
drag on its democratic process- 


“All his proposals are good. But 
lets not forget that ош main 
problem is the instability brought 
about by poll fraud in 2004. Un- 
les we solve that, not even 
Cha-cha can improve the average 
Filipino's lot in life,” said Cibac 
parcy-list Rep. Joel Villanueva. 


What Filipinos want 

The Partido Demokratiko 
Sosyalista ng Pilipinas, with 
which National Security Advis- 
er Norberto Gonzales is afiliat- 
Sd, said that while Ms Arroyo 
‘ould not remove Comelec offi- 
Зав, she could “exercise per- 
Suasive powers" to convince its 
officials linked to anomalies to 
resign to pave the way for re- 
forms. 

‘The P1.3-billion contract for 
the purchase of automated count- 
ing machines, election fraud and 
the “Hello Garci” wiretapping 
scandal have blackened the poll 
body's reputation. 

^ recent. Pulse Asia survey 
showed that 52 percent of Fil- 
ipinos want the current Comelec 
commissioners to quit 

PDSP spokesperson Jose 
“Nonong” Ricafrente said Abalos 
and the other commissioners 
linked to the ACM deal should 
step down “before any genuine 
reforms can be implemented.” 

"These officials are impeding 
reforms and doing the country a 
great disservice by clinging to 
their poss. The government can- 
not hope to regain the peoples 
trust in the poll body and in the 
electoral process if these officials 
tainted with anomalies remain in 
power” Ricafrente said, With a 
Терогт from Michael Lim Ubac 
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Only 13 percent said they knew 
at east the most important parts of 
the proposals, 40 percent knew a 
lite, and 46 percent did not know 
anything about the proposals. 

"The survey also tested senti 
ments on proposed amendments 
to the Constitution, but only two 
ofthe amendments were favored 
by the respondents. 

Forty-one percent agreed with 
the proposal to form regional 
governments; 20 percent were 
Opposed to it 

Thirty-five percent were in favor 
of lessening restrictions on foreign 
participation in the economy, while 
25 percent were against the idea. 

Kate Pedroso, PDI Research 


He wont 
comment on 
signature 
campaign 


By jolene R. Bulambot 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU  CITI-RELUCTANT 
ТО add fuel to the fire, retired 
Chief Justice Hilario Davide J. 
yesterday stayed away from 
the controversy swirling 
around a Malacafang-backed 
‘campaign to amend the Con- 
stitution through a signature 
campaign. 

Te was Davide who wrote 
the Supreme Courts 1997 
decision saying there was no 
enabling law to implement a 
peoples initiative as a means 
of amending the Charter. 

Davide said both propo 
nents and critics "have а 
point” and advised them “to 
take the most appropriate 
means to confront the issue.” 

“T would simply wish to 
avoid [commen] for the 
‘meantime. Let them explore all 
the possibilities instead of me 
giving an opinion,” he told the 
луга. “Its best that these is- 
sues would be contested in a 
proper forum by them" 

Davide reserved his com- 
ment when asked iit was pos- 
sible for the Supreme Court to 
revise is earlier ruling. 

"1 can't make an opinion 
now because, in the first 
place, the issue is not before 
the Court and the members of 
the Court still have to study 
the issue. 1 am sure this 
would be carefully deliberat- 
ed upon, taking into account 
the new members of the 
Court,” he said. 

“Right now, there are only 
two members who participat- 
ей in the deliberation of the 
1997 ruling, Justice (Artemio) 
Panganiban and Justice (Rey- 
nato) Puno," he added. 

Davide said the Commis- 
sion on Elections "must take. 
the most appropriate means 
to confront the issue." 

“Tm sure there are avail- 
able remedies but 1 would not 
give any advice as to what 
would be the remedies be- 
cause I don't want to preempt 
them,” he said. 


hasty Cha-cha drive 


quien yesterday. 

House Majority Leader Pros- 
pero Nograles has claimed the 
Bishops have no business com- 
menting on the issue. He said that 
amending the 1987 Charter was a 
purely “political exercise" beyond 
the realm of the Church leaders. 

‘Quitorio scored the purported 
“double standard” that politi 
cians applied in reacting to com- 
ments coming from religious 
leaders on political matters. 

When the CBCP issued a pas- 
toral letter refusing to join the 
clamor for Ms Arroyo's ouster last 
yeas, he noted that administra 
боп politicians praised the bish- 
ops for the position that they had 
taken. But once an opinion didn't 
suit their political interests, they 
were also quick to criticize the 
prelates, he pointed out. 

"People should understand 
that мете talking about some- 
thing higher here, not purely po- 
litical issues,” Quitorio said. 


Opposition scored 

House Deputy Minority Leader 
Rodolfo Antonino yesterday criti- 
{Seed Senators Aquilino Pimentel 
Sr and Manuel Roxas I and 


House Minority Leader Francis 
Escudero for opposing adminis- 
tration efforts to institute consti- 
tutional reforms. 

“ite is blatantly hypocritical of 
them to fight for reforms when 
they were in the administration, 
but block the same reforms now 
that they are in the opposition,” 
‘Antonino said ina statement. 

"Their motive і clearly not for 
the country’s interest,” said the 
Nueva Ecija lawmaker. 

Nograles yesterday said that 
Charter change was inevitable 
and unstoppable. 

“anti-Charter change advo- 
cates should now explain to the 
people why they are opposed to 
reform because in the end, only a 
referendum can properly deter- 
mine their will,” he said. 


Likened to thieves 
The leftist group Sanlakas 
likened the House majority's bid 
to campaign for Cha-cha over the 
Lenten holidays toa burglary. 
"Again, like thieves, they muster 
for the advancement of their self- 
interest by taking advantage of the 
Holy Weeks serenity” said San- 
Jakas president Wilson Fortaleza. 
A s 
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Briton wants to be nailed to cross on Good Friday 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—A BRITON HAS 

ified his intention to be nailed to the cross. 
‘on Good Friday in Barangay San Pedro Cutud, 
where crucifixion is a five-decade-old Lenten 
tradition. 

Zoilo Castro, the village chief, said the 
Briton sent a Filipino representative on Satur- 
day to make the arrangements. The coordina- 
tor did not identify his client. 

As required of penitents, Castro said the 
Briton would be asked to sign a waiver before 
joining crucifixion rites on a hill in Purok Cua- 
о. 

“The waiver states that the village council 
will not be liable for any untoward incident 
that may occur in the course of the rites. 

T the Brits plan pushes through, he would 
be second Briton and the fourth foreigner to 
be nailed to the cross since the 19905, accord- 
ingto Castro. 

The first was a Belgian nun and the second, „ 


Green task force 
seizes hot logs in 
Surigao town 


By Norman Bordadora 


THE NATIONAL ANTI-ENVIRONMENT CRIME 
‘Task Force announced its existence over the 
weekend by confiscating some P16-million 
‘worth of illegally cut logs, some of which were 
reportedly found in a fishpond owned by a Suri- 
gao del Sur town mayor. 

Environment Secretary Angelo Reyes, who 
had headed task forces against smuggling and 
crime, said most of the 3,000-cubic meters of 
high-grade lauan logs were found floating on 
the Hinipaan River in Surigao del Sur while 
some logs were discovered hidden under 
palm fronds іп a fishpond owned by Lingig 
Mayor Roberto Luna Jr. 

“This confiscation of illegally cut logs sig- 
nals the start of the relentless and unforgiv- 
able campaign of the government versus Ше- 
gal logging and other environment crimes,” 
Reyes said ata news conference yesterday. 

Reyes, a former secretary of interior and lo- 
cal government, said Luna denied being in- 
volved in illegal logging but he would be in- 
vestigated just the same. 

"Ме will investigate the entire thing and 
make sure that we would not allow the rape 
of our environment,” Reyes said. 

New Environment Undersecretary Roy 
Kyamko, a retired general, led the weeklong 
surveillance that resulted in the successful 
Naectf operation on Sunday 


THE DAILY 
GOSPEL 


‘Tuesday, April 11, 2006 
‘Tuesday of Holy Week 
Stanislaus 
Ast Reading: 1549:16 
Gospel: John 13:21-33, 36-38 

Jesus was distressed in spirit and said plainly, 
“Truly, one of you will betray me.” The disciples 
then looked at one another, wondering who he 
meant One of the disciples, the one Jesus 
loved, was reclining near Jesus; so Simon Peter 
signaled him to ask Jesus whom he meant. 

"Who was reclining near 
Jesus asked him, "Lord, who is it?" Jesus an- 
‘swered, "I shall dip a piece of bread in the 
dish and he to whom I give it, isthe one.” 

о Jesus dipped the bread and gave it to 
Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. And as Ju- 
{as took the piece of bread, Satan entered in- 
to him. Jesus then said to him, "What you are 
going todo, do quickly" 

None of the others reining at able under 
stood why Jesus said this to Judas. As he had the 
common purse, they may have thought that Jesus 
was telling him, “Buy what we need for the eas" 
or, “Give something to the poor" Judas left as soon. 
as he had eaten the bread. It was night 

When Judas had gone out, Jesus said, 
"Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is 
glorified in him. God will glorify him, and he 
‘ill glorify him very soon. 

My children, Lam with you for only a little 
while, you will оок for me, but, as already 
told the Jews, so now 1 tell you: where 1 am 
going you cannot come. 

‘Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, where are 
you going?” Jesus answered, "Where Lam go- 
(ng you cannot follow me now, but after- 
wards you will” Peter said, "Lord, why can't T 
follow you now? Lam ready to give my life for 
you" Jesus answered, "To give your life for 
тте! Truly tell you, the cock will not crow be- 
Tore you have denied me three times." 
Commentary 

Jesus В the sharp-edged sword (Word f God), a 
polished arrow sent to the heart of th people, the 
Servant through whom God shows his glory. And. 
The is the one who wil bring union and communion. 
to ail bythe strength of God borne in suffering, giv- 
ing all so that all тау se light and know what it 
means to be saved-—to live in God. And this Jesus 
Sis at table wich his disciples and tells them that 
ле will betray him, one will deny him vicously 
three times, and all wil desert him. Nevertheless he 
shares his Ife, his body and blood with them and 
“He will lay down his Ie for them and leave them 
Jor his Father The end is near: Do we se yet who 
“ess is—the beloved of God, inviting us to live and 
lie wi him for the glory of God? 

Caretian Publications Ine, 8 Mayumi St, UP Vi- 
Jage, Dinan, Quezon Giy; ÜP O. Box 4, Diliman, 
TH Quezon Giy; TeL: 921-9984; Кс. 921-7429; 
Шаар багага Websites: Мир: bible 
aret org (Crean Publicaman inc) à hg;//mis- 
nari dare org (Caredons a the Philippines) 


ا 
1 7 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


a Japanese. 

Castro disapproved of having 
Japanese join the rites because the last time а 
‘Japanese joined, he turned it into a spectacle. 

We don't want another Japanese. We did 
not file a formal complaint with the Japanese. 
Embassy then because we did not want to 
strain diplomatic relations,” Castro told re- 
porters in Filipino. 

As of yesterday, eight Filipino men had 
signed waivers. At least 14 penitents were ex- 
pected to take to the cross. 

‘Seeking God's favor for good health, salva- 
tion from poverty and reparation for sins are 
the reasons often cited for this form of sacri- 
fice. 

"The village has readied three huge wooden 
crosses for the event, one of the highlights of 
the Via Crusis, a street play reenacting the life 
and passion of Christ. 

Ruben Enaje, who holds the longest record 
in joining the crucifixion rites, takes to the 
‘cross for the 20th time this year. 

“The crucifixion tradition, began by itinerant 


healer Apung Temyong in the 1950s, is also 
practiced in nearby Barangay Sta. Lucia and 
San Juan, and in San Fernando starting 2005. 


nd 


Castro said more than 500 flagellants, 


among them 12 young boys, would accompa- 


ny the Via Crusis. 
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Dasmarifias Cavite 


Ка 28 Aguinaldo Highway Saliran “°F Bras 


Call: 0921-9829314 


AMCAR - Sta. Rosa 


256 Balbago Highway, St Rosa, Laguna 


Call: 0921-9829192 


Motorplaza - Baguio 
Marcos Highway, Tuba 
Baguio Ciy 
Call: 0921-9829195 


Motorplaza - Urdaneta 
Nancayasan, Urdaneta, 
Pangasinan 
Call: 0921-9829204 


FMSB - Baliwag 
Doña Remedios, Tarcan, 
Baliwag Bulacan 

|: 0921-9829240 


SFN-Lipa City 
Km.78-2 Pres, Laurel Highway, 
Lipa City 
Call: 0921-9829362 


SFM-San Pablo 
1 Km. 81 Maharika Highway 
San Pablo Cily 
Сай: 0921-9829352 


ry 


f 


MMCC-Cebu 


мс. Briones Highway, 


Mandaue City 


Call: 0921-9829187 


You don’t have to worry when traveling this holy week, 
as Mitsubishi Service Plus will be on these sites to assist you. 


This Mitsubishi service is from April 13-16 only. 
We're open from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm only. 


Avsiatle within 0-Klometer radius in participating dealers. 
Services incude: bot ightening, fan replacement, ue file replacement, 
fixing ol radiator hoses, air eaner, spark plugs, contaci points and many more. 
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Mayor's resort yields 5,000 illegal logs 


LINGIG, SURIGAO DEL SUR—THE DEPARTMENT 
of Environment and Natural Resources seized at 
least 5,000 pieces oflogs from a fishpond owned by 
this town's mayor. 


Bnvironment Secretary Angelo Butresdents and some militia- 
Reyes sent a “strike force” of the теп told the Inquirer that the 
Кашы  AnthEmvronmental logs “surely belong to the mayor 
бше Тык Force (NAECTAP, а А mlldaman, who requested 
newly formed enforcement body, anonymity, said the logs that were 
to conduce the rad. found along the shorelines were 
‘The operation followed reports ready for towing by a certain buy- 
oflarge quantities of legally har- er known only through his com- 
vested trees found in the premise pany named Vicsmar, which is 
of a private resort and pond based in Cagayan de Oro City. 
Miel yMayorhoberolusad: ` Lawyer Regn. Omen 
Samuel Danganan, director for  NAECTAF legal chief, said Luna will 
‘operations of the NAECTAR said be charged with violation of PD 705 
the group conducted the raid fol- or the aw on illegal logging. 
lowing weeks of surveillance and In a statement, Reyes said he 
data gecerng. has ordered the logs confiscated 
During the raid, the NAECTAF in favor of the government. 
team and four Army platoons led He estimated the haul to be 
by Col Joel Madarang, found worth P16 milion. 
ne 000 logs floating in е “Tam ordering the confiscation 
Shore of the resort and piled in ofthese legally cut logs—confs- 
the backyard pond of Luna. cation as against seizure—which 
{ Danganan sald Luna failed to makes the logs a property now of 
[неге documents that would the Department of Environment 
он thelogswerelegallycut. and Natural Resources. Anybody 
Т But Luna denied owning the who would want to claim it will 
(ugs that were found inside his have to do so be getting the logs 
propery. from us sai Reyes statement. 
"Pte know and I was sur- He said the raid marked the 
prised why К was here, he told sur of the DENR's unrelenting 
the INQUIRER. ‘campaign against illegal logging. ene 
The mayor was a he mer He sid he acknowledges he | GRAZELAND SAE Бн 
а ш andusted He digest ineligence work of the | Aboyinavilagein Bontoc, Mt Province tries to beat the heat ofthe dry season by going nude ashe leads his family's carabao to pasture. 
ee te ас ко seme | eae a aa a $ äs 
Since February PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Pampanga town’s view of Judas won’t change ROUNDUP 


METUUNT) MINALIN, AMPANGA—THEUN- with firecrackers, to be blown red-brick church afer St. Мот. Fire fighting woes tackled 
Где 1700 yearckicopy off to bits and pieces in less ica, the mother of their лур рту Ciero Set Ronaldo Puno sa th 
ofthe “Gospel of Judas” in Wask- than five minutes. founder, St. Augustine, а S Interior Secretary Ronaldo Puno sal the lack offre 
i tucks and fre fighting equipment local governments has been ham- 
ington D.C. on Thursday and its Painted гей, its face in re staunch theologian paring te Job o the Bureau of Fire Protection nthe county Puno, Who 
depiction of the apostle as a good pentant mood and its right “First, explained in my homi- vitiis city on Friday, sald many mayors and fire fighting organzi- 
man caused no immediate hand clutching a pouch of 30 lies that we should remove the Қола in the country have been asking funds trom the Department of Into- 
Changes inthewaypeoplein Pame coins, the image will be made desire to ake revenge aná take погаш Local Govaroment 1o buy KE USS andequpment "There are 
panga, from where the Catholic to spin in а fast, circular mo- joy in seeing people like Judas gally requests to ту office for fire trucks. | have to relay these [to Pre 
int was spread in Luzon bythe tion before the pyrotechnics being killed. We should regard gent Macapagal-Arroyo] so that something could be done to answer the 
Augusinlans in 1571, treat Judas are exploded. the blasting of Judas as ош way needs ofthe people,” Puno said. He said of the 1,800 towns and cites, 
pros "Ii local version of execut- of basting away the ugly and only 780 have fire trucks and stations. 
‘On Easter Sunday right after ing Judas used to see the older bad in our own selves,” Sta. Vilamor Visaya Jr, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
the 10 am. Mass, the faithful people in the audience shout- Maria said. = 
are going ahead with their ing, "That suis you, you "By toning down the rites by 2 gunmen admit killings 
Nib nung Hudas” tradition, ac. traitor!” not cursing Judas and seeing DAVAO CITY—Two alleged hired kllers admitted ng at least two 
APAPERMACHE representing cording to Fr Manny Sta. Except saying "Akagisnan mi the whole thing in the perspec- Chinese-Flipin traders In Kidapawan City and tagged three pollos- 
futon heway Kapampangans’ Майа the parish priest in the na (We grew up to iD," old tive of repentance is like free- men as their accomplices: North Cotabato Gov, Emmanuel Pitol sald 
Seo him, isready to be'blasted town Fae соң not fell when this ing ourselves from the revenge. the suspects, Reynaldo Camus, 22, and Roland Cabals, 18, also ^. 
Жыш ршген In an anual "Ar the nearby plaza, they tradition exactly started. А fulattirude,"he added. Tonette named another businessman as the mastermind in the death of busi- 
Ee inin conn momen are going to witaess a lifesize clue perhaps is this: The Au- Orejas, PDI Central Luzon nessmen Roger Ong and Jose Morales. Ong was gunned down on 
Wucmmarsuwemaesor papiermaché of Judas, stuffed gustiniansnamed the beautiful Desk March 9 in Kidapawan while Morales was killed last year. ino said 
the suspects claimed they were promised P150,000 each to Kli Ong 
5 i A but were only given Ре 000. North Cotabato police director Senior 
Residents in 17 areas prone to landslides told to move х =ч saia the ros temen орон Reynaldo 
Mamburam, SPOS Ignacio Rinsuat and РОЗ Edwin Pacana—had 
been restricted to camp pending investigation: 
a SORSOGON CITY Dennis Jay Santos, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
Residents of at least 


N 2 M 5 17 vilagos i in Bicol 2 Chinoys abducted 
The test дойт сорал. Bachelor of Science | 22 оаа 


The largest component of hospital stafi. 1 1 been asked to relo- mad Mamalin hiet of the Autonomous Region in Muslim Min- 
Tee bosco e cae in Nursing (BSN) | zz ааа 


Же аз ойс! f he were on their way home with an escort and a driver after collecting debts 
Mir Оа бео. In Wao when snatched at gunpoint. A crisis committee, Ied by Lanao del 
Мне ы Dusau sad, Sur police director Supt Palawan Ampatua, had been formed to ensure 
DELIVERY ROOM ? eme. egale release of the victims, he sald. | 
as ATE Н cbe re dao deofrey Matem, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
ae Mos Ea. Solcom renovates building 
could strike there LEGAZPI CITY—The Armed 
anytime, especially Forces Southern Luzon Com- 
= during heavy ain mand (Solcom) has refurbished 
йв aison office building inside 
ARON у; ршген ; : ОЦЕ 
- Ж. Solcomofitias; headed by Lt 
x беп. Pedro Cabuay J. led in 
the blessing of the newly reno- 
vated and painted шат on 
Friday. In a press conference at- 
ter the blessing rites, Cabuay 
reported that tne government was winning the Insurgency in the 
Bicol Region with 15 New People's Army rebels killed and four oth- 


Chiang Kai Shek College ; ers амил e saja the mitay contare 13g sow 


Barangays Ginam- Ephraim Aguilar, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
FACULTY OF BUSINESS, ARTS AND SCIENCES long, Miisa зм 4 pebs stain in clash 


APPLY NOW! inen in Care SULAN, Sorsogon-—Four members of the New People's Army, includ 


1 ing two women, were kiled in а clash with government torcesin + 
at umb E Barangay Sigad here Sunday, SPOT Recto Valerlana, Som Provincial 
: and San Pedro in Gis- рор Mobile Group (PPM) Information office, identified oneot $ 
ر ی‎ Л ia esta ны Дей ТЕ, 19, ӨЗ, эб, 20. oro, Caranduames those killed as Juliet Golimlim alias Ka Maan, 24, resident of Baran- 
арро cy б л iy hex kent Sa mn oa миена on 
мге баш ысын eee April 21, 2006 у been informed Group. Two from the government forces were also wounded but they * 

nT an pecans eT the Were now out of danger. Valeriano sald the day after the clash, rost- 
'achelor of Science in Information Technology (251) | 1477 Narra St,Tclo., Manila dents of the village reported seeing three bodies, one о! them belong- 

passat eee e eee ees ud Telephone Numbers: ing to a woman, with gunshot wounds. 
eb ar теда Development 9523666, 2554673, 2583675 
Dect of Seere mra Maragenene (PSM) е Bobby Labalan, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
iachelor of Secondary Education (BSE) Schoteshps for Honor Students Capiz high school reunion 

major in Chinese Literature, Teaching Стеве Language, Û aces fer Sura: he GRADUATES of he Capiz National High Schol att ot 1968 wll hold a re- 

“nine - — San enem pube, union on April 16 at the Capiz National High School covered gym in Roxas 
Modern Science Laboratories * Simulated Hospital * Computerized Library System Сау Orly Bigkas Lumawag, organizing commit chalr, said there would be 
spite a whole day program to recognize outstanding alumni and ho elections for 

‘Air-conditioned Rooma” Cla аге conducted in English officers. Interested members of the class may call Raul Relano at 0917- 
- SEE 7280285. 
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1 dia ‘Abalos: People 
Ombudsman orders immediate 20 7 


suspension of Cavite governor аск signatures 


By Leila B. Salaverri 
э By Nelson Fores not awarded to the National Food Author- 
Р iy akhough it had adequate supplies to PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE THEY WERE 

OMBUDSMAN MERCEDITAS GUTIER- meet the Cavite governmentsneeds. misled into signing a petition to amend 
тет ordered the suspension of Cavite Records obtained by the Ombudsman the Constitution and shift to a unicam- 
| Gov Erineo ‘hong. Maliksi yesterday, showed thax on Oc: 5, 2004 Malaise, eral parliamentary stem cu with- 
СА afer the Court of Appeals lied а pre. complished a purchase order for 7,500 draw their signatures for as long as 
Z) liminary injunction that prevented his sacks of rice in favor of Capitol City Mar- these have not yet been verified, Com 
Tj suspension earlier. keting even without a prior contract. mission on Elections Chair Benjamin 
zd ` Gutierrez, in a two-page memoran- The records also showed that Maliksi Abalos said yesterday 

“A: dum, noted that the court had rejected Һай eight contracts with CCM, which is- — There would be no liability for the 

MALIKSI: Let Cavitefios decide : Malistspetiionforanexensionofthe sued eight invoices without specifying people who would take back their sig- 


injunction and directed the deputy Om- the rice variety that was required. natures, Abalos said. However, he 
id müconderr for allegedly buying were diszibuted even without inspection , Biazon said he has spoken with peo- 
ТВЕСЕ MARTIRES CITY—SAYING THER 2 Hep ы шюр Hecke tela Commis. CCM and that he never acknowledged “The integrity of the gathering is al- 
‘Apparently stung by corruption charges 
* 
decide on this matter because they are the most 
lect by these kinds of problems,” he added 6 
fore he even thinks of facing те, he must face 


ERT 


ede aide 


budsman for Luzon, Victor Femandez, Оп Oct 15, Maliksi and provincial added, once verified, these signatures 
Ov dares Ў, ебет the governorssuspension. treasurer Salome Landas issued eight canno longer be recalled. 
Fernandez had ordered Maliksi sus. checks in favor of CCM. Abalos made the comments at the 
fo e: Е ace me pended for six months last August after Maliksi, “as an after though,” then is- Kapihan sa Manila forum, where Sen. 
in 2007 polls ste fr AY po NICE 
ostensibly for indigent Cavitefios with- the indigent families ‘of the different did not understand the proposal for 
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Cavite Vice Gov. Juanito Victor Remul- sued а Certificate of Emergency Purchase Rodolfo Biazon questioned the signa- 

1а, charged him with abuse of authority and a certificate stating that the “rice ture-gathering. 

PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. records presented by Remulla “establish In his defense, Maliksi asserted that He also noted claims that people had 

thatthe cridence agains respondent (Ма. no delivery receipts were issued: by been paid to sign the petition, 

‘elections to settle their differences and end 

‘the bickering at the provincial capitol. 

in Cavite as soon as possible. rw be bexrerifhe 

(Remulla) face me in (next years elections) so 

we can resolve this issue once and for all” Malik- o 

si told the Iuqumza in an interview at his office. 
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Well-documented scam 


FFICIALLY, IT WAS A SCAM. THE ‘COMMISSION 
0 оп Audit's impressive final report on the Depart- 

ment of Agriculture's Ginintuang Masaganang Ani 
(GMA, Golden Bountiful Harvest) rice program, dated 
March 31 and submitted to the Senate, enumerates why. 

First, COA auditors said there was “no system at all in 

the distribution of the fertilizers to establish accountabili- 

ty” resulting in “a hazy accountability 
EDITORIAL for the government funds.” The list of 

proponents that was attached to the 
Department of Budget and Management's Special Allot- 
ment Release Order (Saro) for P728 million was different 
from the list in the eventual allocation of the funds. And 
some proponents also received more than was than ori, 
nally allocated under the DBM list. In other words, while 
ап official list was approved by the DBM, Undersecretary 
Jocelyn “ос-Јос" Bolante of the Department of Agricul- 
ture was given the latitude to manipulate the list. 

The manipulation of the list at the DA level led to some 
surprising fertilizer fund allocations. They jncluded two 
Metro Manila congressmen, three congressmen and a 
mayor in the Ilocos Region, two governors in Cagayan 
Valley and a PS million allocation for Pampanga that 
didn'teven have a named proponent. The COA also noted 
that at least 26 “proponents” were included in the DBM 
list but did not receive fertilizer funds, while six lawmak- 
ers received additional funds of P13 million. Further- 
more, the СОА report suggests that some of the projects 
for which the fertilizer funds were to be used already had 
allocations in the 2004 budget under the lawmakers’ pork 
barrel or Priority Development Assistance Fund. “The (lo- 
cal government units) had, likewise, separate appropria- 
tions for their own development projects, the report 
said. 

Besides the rank favoritism and obvious patronage that 
the manipulation of the proponent’ list shows, the COA 
report said DA officials bought foliar and organic liquid 
fertilizers from “so-called exclusive distributors” although 
the item was “readily available in the open market.” The 
fertilizer, bought from a favored few was bought at an ex- 
travagantly inflated price. How inflated? By 682 percent, 
ог an overprice of P128 million. "Moreover, three brands 
of fertilizers submitted for tests revealed chemical compo- 
sitions that fell short of representations printed on their la- 
bels,” the COA report noted. So, ће fertilizer was bought 
from favorites at ridiculously high prices and, in some cas- 
ез, was of inferior quality. 

Furthermore, for the purposes of the fertilizer purchas- 
es, what was bought was not the recommended kind of 
fertilizer at all. The DAs own Bureau of Soil and Water 
Management had not recommend the use of foliar fertil- 
izers under its “Tipid Abono Bawas Gastos, Saganang Ani 
(Reduced Fertilizer, Less Cost, Bountiful Harvest) Pro- 
gram.” 

The whole thing is as dirty as a scam can get, involving a 
large cast populated by officials from Malacafiang Palace, 
the Department of Agriculture, the House of Representa- 
tives, local governments, and the private sector And 
there's still the ongoing determination of whether or not 
funds from the portion of the Marcos wealth recovered by 
the government were illegally used in the fertilizer scam. 

House Majority Leader Prospero Nograles, some weeks 
back, denounced Senate President Franklin Drilon for re- 
vealing the direction COA investigations was going. Pre- 
mature and unfair, Nograles called it. 

‘That may be so, but if the report released by COA is a 
hint of things to come, what may have been premature 
might just become more timely. 

Since the Arroyo administration regularly likes to trum- 
pet that its actions enjoy the presumption of regularity, 
now that irs fertilizer purchasing and distribution 
scheme's been shown to be highly irregular, what hap- 
pens next? 

The COA wants the DA to help push forward the inves- 
tigation under the auspices of the Office of the Ombuds- 
man. But this is a case that involves dozens of DA officials 
—and a former official who is now in the private sector 
and conveniently out of the reach of the Senate which has 
issued a subpoena so he can testify at its hearings. Can the 
political or even legal will be summoned to prosecute a 
case that stinks to high heaven? Given the personalities 
involved, it would surprise many people if this case gets 
anywhere. 

» ' 


15 THIS A NATION ON CRUTCHES? 

Local governments hobble on Internal Rev- 
enue Allotments from “imperial Manila,” shov- 
ing their expanded powers to raise taxes under 
the carpet. The military leans on hand-me- 
downs from the United States. And many fa 
lies survive on what their “best and brightest” 
сап scrape up from their earnings as overseas 
workers. 

Presidential spokesperson Ignacio Bunye 
рооһ-рооһз ап Asian Development Bank 
Warning that over dependence on migrant re- 
mittances, consumption and sluggish invest 
‘ments were stunting potentials to dent poverty 
and joblessness. 

"That scoffing doesn't curb a daily exodus of al- 
‘most 3,000 workers from pilots teachers, doc- 
tors to engineers. They signal "he loss of knowl- 
edge and high social costs,” the bank said. 

Parallel studies show that migration has shut 
ош the country’s poorer regions. And this exclu- 
Sion will embed further already serious dispari- 
Чез. Income of the richest 10 percent of Fil 
ipinos is 20 times the share of the dirt poor 10 
percent. 

After Mexicans and Indians, Filipinos are 
the third largest group of migrants who send 
money home. Eight out of every 10 OFWs re 
mit funds regularly, says the ADB study , “En- 
hancing Efficiency of OFW Remittances.” 

Average monthly remittance was $340. In 
today's appreciating peso, that comes up to 
P17,340 monthly. Most is spent for food, 
school, medicine, TV cell phones, motorcydes, 
«с. “Allocations for fiestas and other special 
occasions were observed." 

“Remittances have been used mainly for ex- 
cessive consumption,” the study notes. Little 
has gone to “creating productive capacity" 

Like the widow's mite, these funds add up. 
The Bangko Sentral documented “official 
mittances" at $7.6 billion in 2003 and $10 bil- 
lion last year. 

A World Bank case study, however, tallied 
whats funneled via the padala system, run by 
informal money remitters. i found actual in- 
flow crested somewhere between $14 and $21 


1 REMEMBER THAT WE SPENT A GREAT 
deal of time in school discussing “hiya,” а cul 
tural trait that had firm roots in this country К 
was a fairly complex concept, something that 
жазат so easy to pin down. The word itself had 
no direct English equivalent. 

At the negative end, Муй meant shame or 
embarrassment. К meant not doing something 
the community would find wrong for fear of 
making oneself a social outcast. Or, worse, for 
fear of giving the family a bad name, the sins of 
the fathers, and mothers, being visited upon 
the children. 

At the positive end, the word also meant 
quite paradoxically pride, dignity and зейте- 
Spect. i was allied with other words, many of 
them Spanish (which easily revealed their 
provenance), Ше “palabra de honor” "amor 
Propio" and “delicadeza.” Which translate 
oughly as word of honor, self-worth or selte- 
эреп, and sense of propriety. Hiyå meant doing 
э one promised, one's troth being inviolable, its 
highest expression being a verbal contact with 
another person which carried as much ironclad 
guarantees, if not more so, as a written one. t 
Meant holding oneself п such high esteem one 
‘would not think to debase oneself by behaving 
shamefully 1 meant having a sense of propriesy 
sn internal or moral compulsion, independent 
iy of extemal laws with their threats of punish- 
ment, todo the right thing, 

T remembered ай this in light of people say- 
ing, shortly after Thaksin Shinawatra resigned 
as prime minister of Thailand, that unfortunate- 
iy for us we do not have a King Bhumibol in this 
county. This was said in рап by GMAS defend- 
ers, who went on to exuit that we are not a 
monarchy. But this was also said more thought- 
fully by independent observers, who rued the 
fact that we did not have a symbol of tradition. 
and nobility (in more ways than one) that was 
Universally looked up to the way Thailand did. 
We did not have a powerful living gatekeeper or 
caretaker of the countrys highest values that 
тозе beyond politics and could bend politics to 
his—and ultimately the people's— wil. 

^ * 
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billion in 2002. This much higher estimate is 
also reflected in ADB studies. 

"What happens in a nation when 1 out of 10 
of population leave for jobs abroad? 

The money that migrants remit has a strong 
impact om poverty reduction, а 74-country 
study by the World Bank found. "A 10 percent 
increase of international migrants, in a coun- 
туз population, (trims) the share of people. 
living in poverty by 1.9 percent." 

‘Wait. Policy Research Working Paper No. 
3179 has more. "On average, a 10 percent in- 
‘crease in the share of international migrants in 
а country’s gross domestic product” whittles 
the number of indigents by 1.6 percent. 

Bat there's a big y in this ointment. “These 
broad cross-country conclusions may not hold 
up” here. 

"The poorer segment of Philippine society 
has been largely excluded from the opportuni- 
tes provided by migration,” asserts “Poverty in 
the Philippines," an ADB monograph. “Regions 
‘with the highest levels of poverty have the low- 
est proportions of OFWs.” 

Bicol and the Autonomous Region of Mus- 
lim Mindanao, plus Central Mindanao, have 
consistently been the three poorest regions 
Since 1994, In the ARMM, 68 out of every 100 
families are poor. Poverty incidence in Metro 
Manila, in contrast, is 8.7 percent. 

"The ADB's conclusions are anchored on 
findings that Dr. S. Go presented earlier before 
the Asia-Pacific Migration Research Network 
in Fiji. Better-of families tend to receive larger 
slabs of OFW income, Go noted. These families 
are mostly clustered in cities, not in the boon- 
docks where penury is pervasive. 

"The fact is, there "were four million more 
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Well, true enough we do not have a King 
Bhumibol among us, an external or corporeal 
figure that symbolizes the best that a people 
can be, that can be a unifying force driving us 
to rise above pettiness and self-interest. But 1 
don't know that we need one. in the past at 
least, we had something comparable to it, even 

it was not external or corporeal. We had a 
sense of shame. We had a sense of pride. We 
had a sense of hiyê. 

‘Cultural valuations are just as real, palpable 
and compelling, if not more so, as authority 
figures or statute books. As Japan and South 
Korea show in extreme form, a sense of honor 
ingrained from birth can be as powerful аз im- 
репа! fiat, public officials who figure in scan- 
Gals abruptly deciding to end their tenure in 
public office, and sometimes even on earth. 
Authority figures and laws, in fact, are zs good 
or enforceable only as people share the values 
and beliefs that sustain them. Is фе invisible. 
that sustains the visible. 

‘Our problem today is not so much that we 
do not have a King Bhumibol who can force а 
leader to listen to reason, it is that we no 
longer seem to have the local equivalent of 
King Bhumibol, which is a powerful sense of 
hiya, to force someone who stole the vote to 
give it back. What is King Bhumibol but the vis 
{ble expression of Thailand's cherished values? 
‘What is hiyê but the invisible expression of this 
countrys most cherished values? 

‘What has happened is that someone who 
has absolutely no shred of Муй has gone past. 
even Marcos in upping the ante on shameless 
behavior. СМА owed the presidency to an act 


poor individuals in 2000 than in 1985," the! 
ADB monograph notes. There's been very ite 
overall change in rural poverty. "Nearly half of 
families remain income poor” 

“international migration may actually exacer. 
bate the inequality problem in the Philippines," 
Go cautions. Hence, it is urgent to craft “policies 
that channel remittances into more productive 
investments to fuel pro-poor policies.” 

We have, however, a shoddy track record of 
dissipating’ financial windfalls. There was 
rhetoric of creating perpetual trusts for World 
War П damage payments by the US and. 
Japanese war reparations. Little came of that. 
Most were frittered away in consumption. And. 
piranhas had a field day. 

Both the administration and the opposition: 
haven't faced up to the social costs of nearly 10° 
percent of the population working abroad. 
families are offen apart for long periods of 
time and social capital can break down”. 

Remittances, nonetheless, offer a "рге 
dictable flow of mare than $7 billion yearly" 
the ADB points out. "There exist opportunities 
to scrutinize these lows for development ini- 
баев” 

Some preliminary thought has been given to 
measures that could tap OFW funds more use- 
filly, These range from opening remittance’ 
windows in Philippine banks in host countries 
With large OFW concentrations to tax incen- 
tives for remittances investments 

Mobile telephone operators introduced 
programs that allow OFWs to transfer value by 
Means of text-messaging to beneficiaries in the 
Philippines, ADB believes (this can) reduce the 
costs of remittances. It is also a precedent for, 
other... countries.” 

"Two thirds of OFWs originate from the 
provinces... Rural and thrift banks, coopera- 
fives and micro-finance institutions could play 
a greater role.” 

Bur precious little hands-on work in getting a 
policy framework in place has been done so far. 
The government senes for cheaper OFW hero 
rhetoric. Politicians prefer their crutches of con- 
Suirution tampering or ouster of the regime. 


of people power, which bound her by the deep- 
es obligations of hiy to defend democracy to: 
the death. She has repaid it by issuing PP 1017 
and seuttling rallies, including those led by 
Согу, the one person other than Jaime Cardinal 
Sin, who helped her come to power. What can. 
one say? Walang Муй talaga. Walanghiyé tala- 
ga. Shamelessness has become the hallmark of: 
today's rule, which has contaminated every- 
‘one that has come into contact with it faster 
and more virulently than lepros 

But far more importantly, which is the one 
thing 1 find truly frightening, the public itself is 
slowly losing the value, or vire, of hiyê. That is 
зо in both in the negative and positive sense of 
the word, in both the sense of hiyd as а feeling of 
shame and as a feeling of self-respect. Marcos, of. 
course, was the first to up the ante on shameless 
behavior but the public at least held him in uni- 
versal revulsion notwithstanding that for much 
of martial law, they could do lile about it 

‘Today, well, the revulsion is sil there—you 
see that in surveys that say 65 percent of the 
population want GMA to disappear from the 
face of the earth and 36 percent of them do not 
mind seeing her excised by a coup as against 35 
percent who do and 29 percent who do not give. 
а damn one way or the other. But you also have’ 
a section of the middle class, and a fairly articu- 
late one, that doesn't mind being ruled by an. 
unelected president on the ground that we havé 
по alternative, beggars cannot be choosers. 

No, we do not need to install a King Bhumi- 
bol to compel our leaders to do the right hing, 
or, heaven forbid, hold yet another Cha-cha 0. 
shift from presidential to parliamentary d 
monarchial. We need only dredge up our sense 
of shame and pride, our collective sense of lid, 
Which weve allowed to slip into the sewer, 

‘You wonder why Thailand is a tiger econo- 
my and we are a rodent onc? Ask yourself: 
Have you ever known a people that had nel 
ther shame nor pride to have advanced in Ше? 

But that's what we're becoming, if we have 
mot done so already. A nation that's walang 
Муй, a nation of walanghiyd. 
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MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
tives are reported to have "padded" their pork 
barrel allocations by P4.7 billion, or an addition- 
al P20 million for each member, prior to approv- 
ing the PL-trilion 2006 budget. This amount is 
referred to as the “EVAT dividend" for the House 
members, who were most cooperative in passing. 
controversial revenue measures. House Majority 
Leader Prospero Nograles was quoted as saying 
that with the billions in additional revenues 
from EVAT and other tax measures, “What 
‘would they do with all that money?” Nograles 
opined that part of it “should be returned to the 
people who pay (those taxes)” After ће House 
‘move, it has been speculated that the Senate 
would follow suit and increase the senators in- 
dividual pork barrel of P120 million. 
"Thisisa sad development. 


Thave no quarrel with returning part of the 
taxes to the people who pay them, but the 
problem of coursing these through the mem- 
bers of Congress is that there is so much 
frivolous spending, e.g., on basketball courts, 
waiting sheds and the like. At times, as COA 
Teports have proved, some of it goes to highly 
‘questionable expenditures such as family- 
owned construction projects. What this coun- 
try needs right now is to invest these added 
revenues in projects that are truly needed 
‘and which would impact the most on the peo- 

les lives, like more classrooms, better 

ealth facilities, housing programs, micro-fi- 
nance lending, etc. 

Cecile Alvarez and I recently invited to our 
dzRH show Raul Lejano, a Filipino professor at. 
the department of planning, policy and design. 
ofthe School of Social Ecology of the Universi- 
ty of California in Irvine. Lejano's eld of inter- 
est includes looking at how natural disasters, 
Such as the mud-slides of Guinsaugon and the 
Tandslides in Aurora and Quezon, could be 
mitigated by sensible government policies and. 
planning. He noted the failure of the govern- 
‘ment to finish a hazard map of the country. Не 
opined that if only 80 percent of the legisla- 
tors’ pork barrel could be invested in medi 
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FOLLOWING THE PRACTICE OF “REGIONAL 
rotation” in the choice of secretary general of the 
United Nations, it’s now supposedly Asia's "turi" 
to have а representative chosen as head of the 
global body, to take the place of Kofi Annan. But 
То one, apparently, has given much thought that 
itmight also be a woman's turn. 

"Jessica Neuwirth of Equality Now, in a com- 
‘mentary published in the Washington Post, con- 
tends that this "premier world organization" is 
still “missing the point" that many voters have 
since grasped in countries like Germany Jamaica, 
Liberia, Chile, New Zealand (as well a the Philip- 
pines): "that women, too can serve as leaders at 
the highest level.” 

"In the 60 years since the United Nations was 
founded, no woman has served as secretary gen- 
eral,” Neuwirth reminds. "And despite the body's 
stated goal of achieving gender parity within the 
system by the year 2000, women remain grossly 
underrepresented. The numbers are embarrass. 
ing: Only 16 percent of undersecretaries general 
are women." 

Tes not as if there is a lack of qualified candi- 
dates for the post. If the next UN secretary gener- 
alis supposed to hail from Asia, Neuwirth notes, 
there are many qualified Asian women, with ex- 
perience in government and even within the UN 
System, although none of them seems to be on ће 
‘current list of candidates. 

‘One of the "candidates" is a Filipina, Leticia 
Ramos Shahani, who has not only served in the 
Philippine Senate but has also served as UN assis- 
tant secretary general in the 1980s. (Among 
‘women's groups, she is best remembered as hav- 
Ing served as secretary general of the 1985 Third 
World Conference on Women in Nairobi, Kenya.) 

‘Other qualified Asian women include Japanis 
Sadako Ogata who served as UN high commission- 
er for refugees, Pakistan's Nafis Sadik who served as 
‘executive director of the UN Population Fund, even 
Hong Kong's Anson Chan who has served "with dis- 
tinction” as head ofthe territory s civil service. 
OUTSIDE of Asia, other wonien's names have 
often been mentioned for possible election as 


АТ ABUS STOP IN BRIGHTON, SOMEONE WAS 
singing quite audibly in English, with a strong 
‘Tagalog accent, I turned to see who it was. He 
smiled. 

“Tm sorry but 1 have to sing my sadness away 
today" he said with disarming candor. 

“Pilipino po kayo?” 1 asked. 

Не seemed cheerfully surprised. We got on the 
‘bus, and for four miles—until I got off at my univer- 
sity—he could not stop telling me about his Ме. 

"He said his wife had migrated to the United 
Kingdom some years back, as a nurse. He and the 
children moved only recently to reunite with her. 
He was a mechanic fora shipping company in the 
Philippines but was now shelving merchandise at 
the local Boots store in Lewes. He and his wife 
could never dream of earning the same kind of 
‘money back home to support their kids, but how 
it grieved him that his marriage did not seem to 
be surviving the strain of physical separation that 
had come before the reunion 

1 never saw him again after that, but 1 have not 
forgotten the great internal conflict—about 
‘whether his wifes job and paychecks were worth 
their marriage] saw in him. And the memory of 
‘that encounter now makes me think of what migra- 
tion decisions such as theirs may be doing to the 
health systems of countries like the Philippines. 

Definitely, there are costs and benefits to fami- 
Jis, health systems and economies. Of course, the 
remittances from overseas workers benefit: the 
economies, bur since that money is plowed back in- 
to health systems, there is an uncompensated ex- 
traction from the countrys health service capability. 

"The pay scales in hospitals in developed coun- 
tries are simply too high for health facilities in 
poor countries to compete with, The Philippines" 
health system, which depends on its skilled 
health workforce, is therefore vulnerable to hos- 
pital manning policies in rich nations, These re- 
cruitment policies in turn are driven by the rising 
demand for and falling supply of skilled health 
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and long-term planning for disasters in this 
disaster-prone country it would go a long way 
toward protecting people's lives and welfare. 
T submit that the EVAT funds could also go 
into acquiring more cloud-seeding planes, in 
anticipation of El Niño’s devastation, or out- 
fitting more disaster emergency teams in the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines, Right now, 
theres only one makeshift cloud-seeder 
Which is so primitive and dangerous for the 
Crew, and only one disaster team in the whole 
AFP! One could go on with meaningful ways 


to spend increased revenues. 


There appears to be truth to the accusation. 
that the Senate is very fond of conducting inves 
tigations but forgets its primary duty of making 
Jaws. Take the Garci investigation, which is al- 
legedly an election-related scandal. Interesting 
ly, it was channeled principally to national de- 
fense chaired by opposition Sen. Rodolfo Bia- 
топ, when it has nothing to do with national de- 
fense (the lead committee should be electoral 
reforms and constitutional amendments). The 
Garci investigation has been going on for over a 
year now, with the Senate holding 11 or 12 hear- 
ings, but the defense committee has not come 
outwith a report, or even a partial one. Its mem- 
bers bask in the full coverage of the media, with. 
repetitious questions aired continuously. 


Citizens are now asking when the Biazon 
committee will come out with a report. When 
will the investigation come to an end? Will 
there ever be a closure? So far, there's been 
попе, and the rumor is that the defense com- 
mittee will just keep on investigating to keep 


UN ready for a wo 
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UN secretary general. 

Neuwirth mentions UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Louise Arbour, Prime Minis- 
ter Helen Clark of New Zealand, President Taria 
Halonen of Finland and President Vara Vike 
Freiverga of Lati who, Neuwirth says, has ex- 
pressed interest n the post of secretary general 

“After serving as prime minister of Norway, 
Gro Harlem Brundtland held the post of direc- 
tor general of the World Health Organization,” 
Ad Neuwirth. Navanethem Pillay, who now 
Serves asa judge on the International Criminal 
Coure served previously for four years as pres- 
Tent of the UN Rwanda Tribunal; 

"The point, saye Neuwirth, i that “there are 
women qualified for the post. The Security 
oul kas only to look for them.” 

"he trouble, says Neuwirth, Б that the selec- 

tion process for the most senior official of the 
United Nations is “cloaked in secrecy and de- 
Void of formal procedure. (doing) a great 
disservice to any notion of transparency or 
democracy” A candidate needs to secure a ma: 
оу vote of the Security Council and avoid a 
‘eo by any of the five permanent members, 
the so alied 5: China, France, Russia, rain 
and the United States. 
"WHO the candidates are is ofen as much of a 
mystery а How they are considered, a subject of 
intrigue and much speculation by the media" 
Neus sap Tiis process works to keep many 
Qualified candidates -especially qualified wor 
from geting due consideration” 

hat women need to do, actually в only to hold 
the UN Чар and all (he member govern 


Mandatory service 


COMMENTARY 


Cielito C. Gono 
Institute on Church and Social Issues 


workers in these populations. As life spans 
lengthen and birth rates decline, the proportion 
of their elderly to their total population grows, 
"but the type of healthcare requirements that in- 
creases with this demographic trend is not being. 
‘met with the volume of health personnel in their 
‘work forces, For them, the easy solution is to re- 
cruit abroad, For governments that heavily subsi- 
dize medical training, importing the health man- 
power of other countries might actually result in 
savings as well, 

"The impact of the low supply of trained health 
professionals is particularly severe for health in- 
dicators of rural poverty. Doctors and riurses typi- 
cally prefer not only to work abroad rather than. 
in the Philippines, but also, within the Philippines. 
(аз in most countries), in urban rather than rural 
areas, Even when the national population is more 
or less evenly divided between rural and urban 
areas, according to the National Demographic 
and Health Survey of 2003, 48 percent of deliver. 
ies in urban areas were assisted by doctors, while 
merely 19 percent of births in rural areas were as- 
sisted by physicians, 

"The assistance of skilled health professionals 
‘during births is considered not only a good indica- 
tor of access to health services, but also a factor 
that depresses infant and maternal mortality rates, 
"This is because this assistance is usually a good 
proxy variable for sanitation, competence in iden- 
fifying and addressing maternal and foetal compli- 
cations, and the capability of transferring mothers. 
and infants to specialty centers when required. 

‘Arguably, there is a persistently skewed distri- 
bution of skilled health professionals that is being 


A sad development 


the isiue alive, I call such moves a “striptease 
act" while one lawyer likened it to a court hold- 
ing a perpetual “vista” without coming to a de- 
cision, At least, in the House, the three commit 
tees that conducted hearings on the Gare tape 
for seven months come out with their report, 
whether one agrees ог disagrees with it. 

"The problem with issuing a committee re- 
port is that it has to be signed by all the com- 
mittee members. Moreover, it ean be scruti- 
nized by the public and questioned even by 
the committee members, But the Senate has 
по choice but to bring this issue to a close, as 
the public is already concluding that its agen- 
da is merely to conduct hearings in aid of po- 
litical persecution or the senators reelection. 

Among our provinces; Bohol, famed for its 
white sand beaches and other natural wonders, із 
perhaps unique in its artistic and cultural ferment, 
and the Boholancs are proud of it. On July 20-31, 
an estimated 10,000 Boholanos from all over the. 
‘World will once again join their kababayan in Tag- 
Dilaran for a festive homecoming called “Tigum 
Bol-anon Sa Tibuok Kalibutan” literally, a Gather- 
ing of Boholanos from all around the world). The 
ТЁТК coincides with the two-week Sandugo Festi- 
val in Bohol, which began basically as a street, 
dancing celebration akin to Cebu’ “Sinulog” and 
Тюйоз Dinagyang" whose highlight is the reen- 
gement of е 1985 biod compact between 

ikatuna and Miguel Lopez de Legas 

TET wiil feature various шша] activities 
such as concerts, culinary trips and arts and 
‘rafts exhibits, and just about everything that 
appeals toa Boholano' heart, including the Miss 
and Mrs, Bohol International beauty tilt. 

"TBTK, initiated in 1999 and held once every 
three years, is perhaps the only successful global 
reunion of a province today It owes its success 
primarily to the Bol-anon’s psyche, which prides 
Inthe fact that no matter where fate takes him, 
he will always have this “sense of province,” as 
the dynamic TTK "06 chair, Elizabeth "Betty" 
Garcia puts it. Garcia is a New Jersey-based wife 
and mother of two children and works as a staff 
nurse ina hospital in Manhattan, 


man? 


ments—to their word. "n 1995, at the UN Fourth 
World Conference on Women, govemments called 
for the development of ‘mechanisms to nominate 
women candidates for appointment to senior posts 
inthe United Nations," notes Neuwirth. "More than 
10 years later, no such mechanism has been devel- 
oped for nomination to he most senior post” 

Kofi Annan himself holds a dismal record when it 
comes to promoting women up the ladder of senior 
йу and responsibility in the UN. “Since 2004 there 
has been a decrease in the percentage of women 
serving аг the management level of his staf. He has 
just replaced the first female deputy secretary gen- 
eral with a man, and there are no women among 
the candidates оп his shor ist for executive director 
ofthe UN Environment Program." 

Speaking on the occasion of International 
Women's Day, Annan noted that the role of wom- 
en in decision making is “central to the advance- 
ment of women around the word, and to the 
progress of humankind as а whole,” expressing 
the view that "the world is ready fora woman sec- 
retary general” Says Neuwirth: "The secretary 
general is right—we are ready and waiting.” 
EVERYONE who wants to bring the spiritual re- 
flection occasioned by the Holy Week to a whole 
different level is invited to listen to Sr. Fidelis 
Estrada of the Assumption Sisters on “A Dia- 
logue of Paith and Love (A Talk on Interrreligious 
Dialogue and Spirituality)" The talk will be held 
at 4 pan, April 23, Sunday at the Theosophical 
Society Headquarters, 1 Ба comer Padre Flo- 
rentino Sts, Mayon, Quezon Ску (near the Wel- 
come Rotund: 

Sister Fidelis used to head the Assumption 
campus in San Lorenzo, after which she went to 
Africa to work for interfaith dialogue among 
Christian groups and Muslims. Now based in 
ioi, Sr. Fidelis, a vegetarian, practices pranic 
healing and meditation and seeks dialogue with 
members of various faiths to find “authentic 
Spirituality free of sectarian bias and hostility” 

"The Theosophical Society promotes Univer- 
sal Brotherhood and encourages the compara- 
tive study of different religions. 


aggravated by migration patterns. Part of the so. 
Intion is to increase the production of doctors and 
nurses in the Philippines. This would increase the 
size of the skilled health workforce. However, it 
‘would not affect their geographic distribution. 

Ifthe objective is to increase skilled health ser- 
vice delivery in underserved rural areas, a policy 
‘option is a law on mandatory service for health 
professionals. Such a law would require doctors 
and nurses to serve in the Philippines for a fred 
period after graduation, with shorter periods re- 
quired of those who elect to work in the most un- 
derserved areas. This way, doctors and nurses 
who wish to leave for overseas employment as 
soon as possible, would find an incentive for 
choosing to work in underserved locations. 

"The Philippine government could require atleast 
the graduates of publicly funded schools and uni- 
versities, although this would not match the enor- 
miry of the need. It does not have to ask for what 
seems to be athree-yeur going rate for mandatory 
health service elsewhere in the region. Even one to 
two years of required service would make а huge. 
difference, especially if the measure is matched 
‘with increased production of skilled health profes- 
sionals, The length of service to the poorest and 
most underserved areas could be as short as 10 
months to a year, in order to more strongly attract 
new graduates who want to work overseas or spe- 
cialize as soon аз possible after graduation. 

‘Surely, there are disadvantages to such a policy 
aswell. Jt would delay early specialization, which 
is what some medicine and nursing graduates 
want, И would temporarily limit the geographic 
mobility of new graduates of nursing and 
medicine. It would delay foreign currency in- 
comes for those who are gunning for overseas 
employment. The national budget for health 
would have to be increased. However, consider- 
ing the consequences on poverty and inequity in. 
health in the Philippines, mandatory service for 
doctors and nurses could be the right risk to take. 


Falling star 


ASA CHILD, IVE ALWAYS THOUGHT THAT FALLING STARS 
мете God's sign that He remembered the lonely. To me, they 
were flares sent down from heaven to remind those who 
‘were alone that they stili had hope of being rescued from 
theirsad fate. 

‘The funny thing was that until then, the closest Thad come 
to seeing a falling star was in the movies and in the cartoons 1 
used to watch. I took this as a sign that God considered me 
strong and that I was indestructible and beyond being hurt 
by sorrow and pain. 

Twas wrong. When Iwas 17, Isaw a real falling star. 

My mother had to leave for the United States when 1 was 
in fifth grade because our house had been foreclosed by the 
bank. The irony of 
this tragedy was that 
my mother owned 
‘our house but it was 
my father who had 
mortgaged it. My fa- 
ther was an alcoholic 
whose vice made our. 
lives harder than it 
should have been. 

Before she left, I 
used to sleep beside 
my mother. became 
her confidant. The 
things we talked about then made me mature faster because 
by being the child closest to her and almost Шке a friend, 1 
helped her carry her very heavy cross. Sometimes we would 
even cry together. 

"The day she left, 1 could do nothing but shed tears. When 
it was time for her to go, I kissed her and turned away with- 
out looking back. From then on, there was hardly a night 
‘when I did not ery. I missed my closest ally in the house and 
my pillow-fight partner 

"The next five years were the most miserable year of my 
young life. Aside from my loneliness, I had to deal with an al- 
Coholic father, an older sister who was materialistic and the 
confusion that came with the onset of puberty. 

Luckily for me, I never turned to drugs or abandoned ту 
studies, [believed that for all the sacrifices she was doing, I 
owed mama atleast good grades. Indeed, I topped the honor 
той and was active in extemporaneous speaking, debate, the. 
school paper and other extra curricular activities 

‘But despite all this, what have stuck in my memory are not. 
the moments when I received medals or trophies. What 1 re- 
member very well was my disappointment over not seeing 
the proud and smiling face of my mother. 

‘After five years, my mother was able to save enough to pay 
back our loan and keep our house. She came home, but 1 was 
not able to meet her at the airport since 1 had exams that day. 
But when we saw each other two days later, she cried a lot 
and remarked that there was sadness in my eyes. 

1 thought her return would the beginning of a better life 
for all of us. But again I was wrong. A few days after mama's 
arrival, my sister ran away, leaving her daughter behind, be- 
cause she had used the titles to land, my mother owned to 
borrow from the bank. I hated her for the sadness she 
broughtto my mother. 

Luckily my mother had enough money left to redeem the 
property. But I was filled with anger toward my sister, my 
brother and my father who all took part in the deal. 1 was an 
gry with them for reopening a wound that had noteven start” 
edo heal 

‘twas only a year ago when my feelings turned from sad- 
ness to hatred, Then, I fellin love with Niña, a classmate. Her’ 
friends told me that wine was an "impossible dream” be- 
cause she is Chinese and her parents closely follow old tradi- 
tions, So, there I was, already torn by family problems and 
now facing another one caused by discrimination. Despite 
the pain, I showed a hard and quiet exterior to everyone, my 
mother included. 1 was so different from what I was when 1 
was a Kid. 

Twas in this state of confusion when, on my way home to 
our boarding house one night, I saw a falling star. Somehow 
it made me remember my childhood thoughts. And for the 
first time in five years, 1 began to pray. quickly realized that 
I didn’t know whom to pray to anymore and that a lot of the. 
good things I believed in when I was young, I had lost along 
the way. 

Looking back now, 1 believe that no life can go so wrong 
that it can't be turned right. That no sadness could not even- 
tually be turned into happiness. When I saw a falling star, 1 
told myself that 1 would not let pain change who 1 am and 
that I would not let myself be isolated from everyone be- 
cause ofthe problems I face. 

Tt was then that things started going right for me. My heal- 
ing started, My mother again became my bestfriend and we 
started to catch up on what we had missed in the past five 
years. Over her parents’ reservations, Niña and 1 became 
friends and then sweethearts, We look at the problems фаг 
stand between us as something that can be overcome, For the 
first time in my life, 1 have found someone I trust enough to 
share the past 1 hated and the future I fear, and it makes 
things so much easier to carry. I have rediscovered what itis 
to be happy again, 1 no longer focus on the problems I have 
or the things [could have done in the past. 

{saw a falling star, and its glory lasted a mere fraction ofa 
second. But it made me feel that God actually remembered 
me. He let me know that He was out there somewhere, wait- 
ing for me, 

don't know if wil see another falling star: But 1 can feel 
its magic every time Hook into ће eyes of the persons love. 


YouNc BLOOD 


Anton Dominic 
Arrazola 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Anton Dominic Arrazola, 19, is a 2nd year nursing student 
‘at University of the St. La Salle Bacolod. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTOF 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inguir- 
ercom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
‘course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


THEY SAID 
Pact to disagree 


“There were differences of opinion on how to move 
forward. So they decided to leave the company. We 
simply agreed to disagree." 

Smart Communications c. spokesperson Ramon Isberto on 
The mass resígnarion of officers and employees in Smart's afli- 
ate, Meridian Telekoms Ic 


‘The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 
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Decent and honest : 


1 WOULD LIKE TO COMMEND THE 
many field officers of the Commission 
оп Blections who are raising questions 
оп their being assigned to verify signa- 
tures for Charter change and who are 
resisting attempts (by officials of the 
Department of Interior and Local Gov- 
ernment) to pressure them into unduly 
hastening the process. These Comelec 
people are typical of the many bureau- 
crats and career officials in government. 
who have the competence, integrity and 
determination to do their job well, 
though they are largely unsung. 

‘These Comelec career and field people 
have been delivering generally credible 
elections since 1987, including the 2004 
elections. Most elections are delivered at 
the local level. The fact is that, out of 
some 17,000 positions at stake in 2004, 
the results of only 60 or so have been 
protested. The fact is that an overwhelm- 
ing number of results at the local level 
were accepted as valid by the people 
themselves in their own communities 
Thats an outstanding performance by the. 
 Comelecs field officers, despite the bur- 
den of poor leadership. 

‘The statement of the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of the Philippines and that of 
the National Movement for Free Elec- 
tions, issued after the 2004 elections, 
characterized the elections as generally 
fair and credible, That description re- 


ferred to the general conduct and results 
for the 17,000 positions. Unfortunately, 
these statements were misused or taken 
‘out of context by both the administration 
and the opposition to serve partisan pur- 
poses; and even by some sectors of the 
‘media as basis to question the integrity of 
the entire Comelec. 

‘Other than the bunglings and question- 
able transactions of the commission itself, 
the cloud of doubts and skepticism over 
the 2004 elections is mainly due to the 
controversy over the presidential elec- 
tions, And those who are familiar with the. 
process know that it is really possible for 
‘wholesale cheating to occur for that posi- 
tion alone and nowhere else, since such 
cheating is done at the canvassing (con- 
solidation) phase, which is beyond the 
level of most of the field officers of the 
Comelec. 

T think the public will see more demon- 
strations of independent and forthright 
behavior by Comelec people in the days 
ahead on the issue of the initiative to 
‘amend the Constitution. That's the Com- 
elec I know and am proud of. And 1 hope 
that the public will show their apprecia- 
tion of such behavior so that they may Бе 
encouraged to remain strong in the ser- 
vice ofthe country 

— CHRISTIAN S. MONSOD, 
former Comelec chair, 
Makati City 


VAT in the long run: cruel and deadly 


{OLIVER PACIFICO SHOULD NOT BE- 
ее ай that the economists, especially 
those paid by the government and pri- 
iate. corporations, tell him. (PDI, 

/ 22/06) Tt the economists were right 
we would today be sailing in a sea of 
E prosperity, instead of sinking ina morass 
af poverty 

VAT is à cruel tax, especially for the 
poor who have what the economists сай 
fn “inelastic” (fixed) income. lf prices 
Frise because of VAT and other causes, the 
poor simply have to cut their expen 
Thus if the prices of food produci soar, 
the poor have to reduce their food сот 
sumption at the risk of getting malnour- 
ished. Ithe costs ofmedicine go up, they 
shave to cut down on their medicine—a 
“no choice” that could bring them to 
their graves much earlier They might 
teven have to pull their children out of 
School. VAT hure the poor the most. And 
i more than 40 percent of our people (ac- 
cording to the Asian Development Bank, 
| World Factbook) live below the poverty 
iine 
'But even the middle class and the rich 

do not have totally "Пех" incomes. 
When prices go up, they really don't have 


full discretion in their purchases, as Расі. 
fico claims. For instance, if the price of 
water goes up—as it has, at least three 
times in recent past—will the teacher, 
the employee or the middle-level execu: 
tive drink less water, bathe only once a 
‘week and wash his clothes only every 
other week? What about gasoline, 
medicine and the other essential needs? 
Will Mr. Juan de la Cruz commute less 
frequently to work or take less of the pre- 
scribed dosage of medicine? Will the taxi 
and jeepney drivers cut down their trips. 
because the cost of diesel has gone up? 
‘There are necessities that have to be pur- 
chased even if they become prohibitive 
in price. And for every price increase, the. 
government increases its tax collection 
from the 12-percent VAT on every pur- 
chase. 

So lets not believe all the goobledy- 
‘gook that says Mr. Juan de la Cruz will not. 
Suffer from VAT, or that if he suffers, it will 
only be in the short run and he will be bet- 
ter off in the long run. In the long run, as 
maverick economist Kenneth Galbraith 
said, we are all dead. 

—MANUEL F ALMARIO, 
Mfalmario@yahoo.com 
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IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the treatment of news 
and photos by the Inquirer you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Dai- 
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Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Maynila, Plipinas 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Bangko Sentral ng Plipinas, through its Bids and Awards 
Commitee (BAC) invites suppliers / manufacturers distributor to apply 
{or eligibility and to bid forthe hereunder project 
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Useless barangay 
officials? 


THIS 15 IN REACTION TO THE РЕВ. 14 
column of Belinda Olivares-Cunanan, 
‘where she stated: "Our barangay official 
who are paid by the taxpayers are not be- 
ing utilized for promoting security and 
fighting vices. They only become useful to 
politicians at election time, They should 
be harnessed to work for the welfare of 
the people who pay their salaries." 

Cunanan should not make sweeping 
accusations. Ifthe officials in her baran- 
gay do not render security service and 
Fight vice, that isnot true in ours. 

Regarding her comment on the useful- 
ness of barangay officials only during elec- 
tions, she is absolutely wrong. Barangay 
officials are on call 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, election or no election. 

Most of all, I wish to inform her that 
barangay officals, despite their 24-hour 
duty, do not receive salaries. They get on- 
ya measly honorarium from the govern- 
ment which is way below the minimum 
wage. Maybe Cunanan can до something 
about this. 

MILDRED SABBUN-DALLUAY, 
kagawad, Barangay Queens Row Central, 
Bacoor, Cavite 


Where to collect 
PVAO arrearages 


"THIS REFERS TO ERLINDA P VILLANUE. 
va's letter regarding the non-release of 
her pension arrears. (PDI, 3/14/06) 

Our division is tasked to process Old Age 
Pension claims, This we have done for Vil 
Лапеха, Proof of this is that she is already 
an active member of Old Age Pension. 

We sent Villanueva a letter last Aug. 4. 1 
also have talked to her through the 
phone. In both instances, 1 fully explained 
to her that as far as payments of arrears 
are concerned, the personnel to contact is 
Heriberto Ruanto, chief of the Financial 
Management Division, who knows the 
budgetary aspects of this office. 

—ROGELIO A. DAYAN, 

administrator, 
Philippine Veterans Affairs Office, 
Veterans Compound, Camp Gen. Emilio 
Aguinaldo, Quezon City 


Pro-elite agrarian 
reform secretaries 


1 AGREE 100 PERCENT WITH PDIS 
March 30 editorial. If I may add, Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo has appointed 
agrarian reform secretaries—three in a 
row-despite their being ignorant about 
the nitty-gritty of agrarian reform. One of 
them did not finish college. Another was a 
traditional politician with business inter- 
ests. Another one even had the nerve to 
face the farmers ina dialogue asking what 
the acronym "VOS" meant. (VOS means 
Voluntary Offer to Sell, an option more fa- 
vorable to landowners than compulsory 
acquisition.) 

‘Those appointments by the President, we 
believe, were political paybacks and were 
intended to perpetuate her hold on power. 
OF course, the appointments delighted the 
landed elite, but disappointed the landless 
and land-poor farmers who did not get even 
а centavo from the controversial PS-4-mil- 
lion GMA rice distribution program. 

—DONG B. CALMADA, 
national coordinator, 
PEACE Foundation Inc., 
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What’s DFA policy re birth certificate? 


MAY 1 CALL YOUR ATTENTION TO 
what seems to be the Department of For- 
eign Affairs’ double-standard in verifying 
and authenticating birth certificates for 
passport application. 

‘On April 5, I submitted the NSO (Na- 
tional Statistics Office)-authenticated 
birth certificates of my two nieces but one 
‘was rejected. The lady in Window 18 ex- 
plained that the certificate did not indi- 
ate the hospital's address. 1 asked her 
why the birth certificate of my other niece 
was accepted when it did not indicate the 
hospital's address either. She explained 
that the hospital cited in that certificate 
‘was a prominent one and its location was 
"common knowledge," unlike the com- 
munity hospital in the rejected birth cer- 
tificate, 

Wie were then told to get a supplemen- 
tal report from the City Hall indicating 
the location of the community hospital in 
question. We had to submit this report to 
the NSO for updating, after which we had 
to get a copy of the updated birth certifi- 
cate which should by then reflect the loca- 
tion of the hospital. 

As a conscientious taxpayer expect- 
ing good service from a government of- 
fice, 1 would like to know: Should the 
hospital size and name recall be criteria. 
for the validity of a birth certificate? 
Shouldn't the NSO, having the re- 
sources to confirm the birth data in this. 
country, be the final arbiter for this? 


‘And isn't this the reason why all official 
Philippine transactions that need accu- 
rate information on a person's identity 
require NSO-vetted documents? Does 
the DPA have a bias against smaller 
community hospitals? (The majority of. 
Filipinos prefer these hospitals because. 
they usually can't afford to pay the 
charges in bigger, more expensive medi- 
cal institutions.) 

Tasked the lady how common is "соп. 
mon knowledge." I pointed out to her that 
if came from the province or a remote 
place, I probably wouldnt know the 
prominent hospital's location. She said it 
‘would depend on whether the officials is- 
suing the passport were familiar with the. 
location of the hospital. 

Soit appears that the DFA has no estab- 
lished policy on this matter, and the basis 
for accepting a birth certificate з all sub- 
jective. 

T would like to be enlightened on the 
official DEA policy on birth certificates. I 
bothers me that two sets of rules seem to 
apply: one for smaller hospitals and an- 
other for bigger ones. Where is equality of 
Jaw in this case? And if there are specific 
rules on the mention of hospital locations 
in birth certificates, shouldn't the DFA in- 
form the NSO, and correspondingly, the 
applicants who are the ones burdened 
‘with flawed documentation? 

—IZAS. AZARCON, 
florliza419Gyahoo.com. 


Freedom of expression in a democracy 


INQUIRERS MARCH 16 EDITORIAL 
said, "The Supreme Court must remind 
the Arroyo administration gently but con- 
fidently not to Kill Rizal all over again.” 
Well said. For the cornerstone, in fact, the 
raison d'etre of our democratic project 
ies in the freedom of expression and the 
freedom of conscience which Proclama- 
tion 1017 apparently has buried in the 
dust. 

In his running debate with Jesuit Fr. 
Pablo Pastells, Dr. Jose Rizal pointed out 
that God endowed man with a free mind 
which should never be enslaved. This 
freedom enabled man to live in dignity 
and taking it away from him would re- 
duce him to nothingness. 

“Every organism,” the hero said, 
moves toward a certain end—mans 
[endl is his self-esteem. Remove that and. 
man becomes a corpse, and whoever 
looks for life in a corpse will find only 

President Macapagal-Arroyo's self 


serving act, allegedly to stop the State. 
from collapsing, was very much like what 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos did many 
years ago. But Ms Arroyo did not want to 
all it martial law (although it is the same. 
дов with a new collar) 

‘There are many ways of killing 
Rizal—and all the others who laid down 
their lives for the sake of liberty—again. 
And authoritarianism is one of them. 

Should the State's survival be at the 
price of press freedom? Many years ago, 
Thomas Jefferson, one of the greatest 
statesmen, said: “Jf I were to choose be- 
tween a government without a press and 
a press without government, I would not 
hesitate to choose the latter" Let that 
truth sink in the minds of President Ar- 
royo and her nincompoops before our 
nation is devoured by the flames of civil 
маг 

—REV S.D, EDUARTE, 
United Church of Christ, 
‘San Nicolas, 2447 Pangasinan 


А Christian nation with unchristian values 


FOR A SEMINARIAN TO QUESTION 
which God President Macapagal-Arroyo 
is praying to is bad taste. (Arroyo's god,” 
PDI, 3/24/06) Everything that happens 
in this world happens because God allows 
itto happen. 

Our wisdom is infinitesimally inconse- 
quential before God that we cannot com- 
prehend why things happen. Just because 
GMA remains president does not mean 
that her God is unjust. Maybe, God placed 
her there to put all these “self-righteous 
people" in their proper place. A seminari- 

п does not have a monopoly of truth and 
virtues. 


‘The problem with most of us Filipinos 
is we believe everything that is peddled as 
truths, What is confounding is we have 
religious people dabbling in politics when. 
they should be the first ones to heed peo- 
ples clamor for moral reformation. 1 
would appreciate this seminarian if he 
‘would just concentrate in propagating the 
gospel for more people to go back to God. 
‘As it is now, the Philippines is а Chris- 
tian nation with the most unchristian val- 
ues. Just look around you, in billboards, 
in town squares, in clubs, etc. 
AHMED CORTES, 
ahseor2001@yahoo.com 


Overhauling electoral system more critical 


1 WOULD LIKE TO THANK BEL CU- 
nanan for enlightening me on the real in- 
tent of her March 16 column, titled "Cost 
of destabilization.” It was certainly not 
my intention to misread or misinterpret 
(her choice of words) her column. 

Perhaps, Lam a bit subjective as every 
time read her these days, I get the feel- 
ing 1 am reading an article written ei- 
therby Ignacio Bunye or Michael Defen- 
sor. 

However, 1 am certainly glad to note 
that Cunanan believes (she can correct 


gize in advance) the same way 1 do, that 
Teforming, nay, overhauling our electoral 
system is a very important issue that we 
should address. This is far more critical 
than changing our political system. En- 
suring that no cheater should ever be- 
come a president (again), senator, con- 
gressman, or even a barangay council- 
man isto my mind the best legacy we can. 
leave our children. I hope Cunanan will 
continue to use the “power ofthe pen” in 
this advocacy. 

MARCOS SIBAL, 
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MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 04 
(Series of 2006) 

To s MLCONCERMED 

Suszec | GUDENES ON TH aECRUTMENT AD. 
ЖОЧИ OF HEMNO WORKERS TO ASTRAL 


philippine 
Overseas 
Employment 
Administration 


Tn ine wih he Айпїтгайот Wust i ensure be were ol iino workers 
‘bound for Ацѕтава, the folowing guidelines shal govern the accrediation ol 
‘stata pincipatsiemployers and employment of йрт workersinthe county: 
A. Aceredtation of Australan Principals/Employers: 
The losing doconens, duy auteni by the Pipe Embassy 
Consist in Austata, shal be submited to POEA for evaluatinlapproval 
of accrediation: 
1, Specs Power of Atomey 
2. Manpower request indicating the positon and salary of the workers to 
he red 
з. Master employment contract of the principalemployer 
4. Ма business Icenselcommerdal regisuaton ofthe pincipalemploye! 
5. Sponsorship nomination approval rem he Department ol immigration 
‘and Mülicitural and indigenous At (OMIA) of Ausualia 
Incase the pincpalemployer is a fn placement agency a ole 
direc employes, tha addresses and workers needed shal be submited 
For request lor additional job orders, the sponsorship nominaon approval 
from the Depanmentol migration and Mulicuturaland indigenous Alars 
(OMIA) of Australa lor he new job orders shal bo submited together with 
ihe manpower request notarized п Austala 
j. Within wo (2) weeks upon arrival in Australia, all Filipino workers are 
required to submit to the Philippine Embassy їп Canberra, a duly 
accomplshedlecackregsratonfomlhatwi be provided to the workers 
"алто her Pre-Dopature Ononiaton Seminar 
For stiet compliance. 
(508) ROSALINDA A. DIMAPILIS BALDOZ 
‘Adminstrator 
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Opposition pushes snap poll 


From pagel Despite being the mostdisliked House minority yesterday" chal- that 85 million Filipinos cannot Cayetano said even Senate Mi- sued by Justice Secretary Raul 
от РАА. need is someone who Preedkatinthelast two decades, lenged her instead to "make the continue sacrificing so that she nority Leader Aquilino Pimentel Gonzalez, Cayetano said that if 
has i US O OO le IE dgs Ms Arroyo ised taxes in the last supreme sacifce” during the Holy wll jus stay in power Sheshould Jr and Senate Majoriy Leader she has balls why can't she calla 
aside Bs the fw of politcal two years to improve the oun. Weekby caling fora snap electon. realize that the only solution that Francis Pangilinan might also be snap election? Unies he already 
chen арапа е Бом араат Uys Ascal standing and dedared The minority has already is acceptable to all and that considered by the opposition io knows that she wil lose 
оті нр leaders butal she would risk losing more points drafted а short list of nom would put the nation in the right beits standard-bearer. Villanueva said that Ms Arroyo 
ternative futures," Bunyessid.  intheratings gameto pushahead nees"—Senators Manuel Villar, path is calling fora snap election. i should take advantage of Chris- 

Explaining the Presidents with her Charter change agenda. Manuel Roxas П and Panfilo Letthe people decide who should Anact of penitence tendom's observance of the Pas- 
perennially low approval rating, C Lacson and Senate President leads,” Cayetano sad. Cayetano said Ms Arroyo could sion of Christ to weigh things. 
Bunye said: “Every leader has en. Coming to a head Franklin Drilon. He said that Че wins in the claim that the calling of a snap Cayetano said the people's ini- 
тшде ie up and downs of "Shall we stay put or shall we At a press conference, Deputy snap election, then she solves the election was an “act of penitence, tative іо amend the haner маз 
Soniari but oniy a few have cross the threshold of economic Minority Leader Alan Ferer legitimacy issue. Did she seal, martyrdom, or even heroism | nota vabig opten ie cotta poe 
Popularity but опу She ties of takeoff and fundamental political Cayetano and party-list Вер. Joel cheat and lie? Lets give the “If you want to call it a sacri: ical crisis because it would only 
the Filipino." change? Theeventsthatarecom- Vilanueva of Citizen Battle choicetothe people.” fice—just so she will agree to prolong Ms Arroyo's stay in power. 

SE spokesperson Didagen Ing to a head economic takeoff Against Corruption said that the Asked why popular actress Su- Н-1618 even call it a supreme о “Under the proposed med 
рїш М а Pulse Asia sur. and Charter change foretell opposition would get its act to- san Roces, widow ofthe late pres. sacrifice. We cart go on living in menm ir would be simos tne 
оша buy Maiacsangs whether ths nation wil side gether andanointsomennetoface dental candidate Fernando Poe acountryrocked by apolitical cir sibie w impeach hehe std De 
Ө ae ey as o lable ai back tthe dark ages of division MsAroyoinacneononefight. Jr, had not been included in the sis which compounds the plight vote needed to make this happen 
claim that there ез енден. He and stagnation, or break off юа ‘The exercise will only take 45 shortlist, Cayetanosaid:"Shehas of poor Filipinos: The question is has been increased from one third 
ЭНЕ pol showed tat 22 per. пен dawnof stability and shared to 60 days, according to insisted hat she's only after jus. not who should replace, her of House menbentip Мые ie 
‘ent of Filipinos believed Estrada responsibility” Bunye said. Cayetano tice for her husband in connec. Whether its a big bad wolf ога quirement will be] two thirds. “It 
Маз the best person to lead the — With Ms Arroyo playing deaf to г tion with the results of the last knight in shining armor is of no will only give her the opportunity 
ошту, or twice the 11 percent the persistent calls of the oppos- The right path election. She said she has no in- moment,” he said. to be president ог prime minister 
for Ms Arroyo. EP her to sep down the “The President should realize tention of running for President.” Paraphrasing the statement is. forlíe; he added. 


Text Mary ў 
program 
instant hit 


From page Al 
andare now praying for them. 

Community prayer is the essence of the 
redesigned “Text Mary” program of the 
late Manila Archbishop Jaime Cardinal 
si 

"The pioneering project was launched nine. 
months ago зо the faithful could send in 
prayer petitions through a convenient tech 
nology—text messaging. 

t an easier, albeit impersonal, alternative 
than going to church. 

"The project was an instant hit. Messages 
choked the old server, prompting Naimar 
Management Inc.—which maintains the sys- 
tem—to fine-tune Text Mary, eliminate the 
glitches and get other Catholics involved as 
well. 


GENUINE PARTS, 


‘Community prayer 

"The idea now is to foster community 
prayer” Paolo Reyes, 35, Naimar managing 
director, told the оак in an interview. 

Tn the past, a petition sent to Text Mary 
was known only to the sender and the 
priests or congregations that would in- 
обе the petitions in their prayers. In the 
pew system, petitions are "forwarded" to 
other texters. 

Theyre all encouraged to pray for one an- 
other, Reyes explained 

The girl who wanted her boyfriend back, 
for instance, got a message of sympathy from 
another texter who said, referring to the guy: 
“Hoy, panagutan mo na (Hey, take care of your 
responsibility)" 

At the same time, others had been praying 
for the financially troubled mother and the 
texter with a homosexual father 


How to text Mary 

"The simplified system now allows sub- 
scribers—whether Globe, Smart or other mo- 
bile phone networks to send their petitions 
to only one number: 2600. 

То include a petition for Mass, key in 
"MASS espace» cpetiion»" then send the 
message to 2600. For example: Mass алга 
new job." 

То be included in a Mass daily just type 
“ON MASS." 

"The same format can be used if you wish to 
be included in a rosary or novena. Substitute 
“ROSARY or "NOVENA" for "MASS." Each 
message costs P2.50. 


20 shrines 

Since Text Mary was introduced in Au- 
gust last year, Reyes said organizers had 
Taised enough money to construct five 
shrines representing the Joyful Mysteries of 


‘along the 14-km stretch from ће Edsa Shrine 
"relief of each of the 20 Mysteries of the = 


Rosary, to be sculpted in concrete and steel by 
Angono artist Nemiranda and mounted on a 
pedestal designed by architect Joey Amis- 
toso. 


Target: P6 

eyes said project proponents still needed 
P6 million more to complete all 20 shrines by 
‘Dee 8, е Feast of the Immaculate Concep- meu 
"e ч Service Station GSIS Caltex Station. 

ating the huge amount wouid have been compat Upper Sessan pires pm 
easier if only they accepted hefty donations Test oy Marce uar Tem - 
om companies Ind same personalities, во. [dra arare Pangasinan аы === O „+ 
‘cording to Reyes. юй 12-15 Highway Crossing, Е 7 

His father Louie, а trustee of ће Way of ‘Sto, Tomas, Batangas С =й 
iMary project, admitted taming down at eU 7 
"least 10 donations, He was "turned off" by æ- Ра 
jsome of the donors’ insistence that their a уйе 
[amas be included in the shrine of their 


LIBRENG SERBISYO 


“Free service for IPC - distributed units only. 


In cooperation with : 


(fies not the spirit of this endeavor” ISUZU 


{Reyes told the Ingumer. "No donors name 
‘will appear on the shrines. They're supposed 
{ro be owned by the people whose donations, 
‘made through their text petitions, helped 
‘build the shrines.” 
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4 Pasig ambush 


suspects 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr Luige A. del Puerto 


FOUR PERSONS HAVE BEEN CHARGED IN 
the Pasig City Prosecutor's Office for the mur. 
der of police Internal Affairs Service officer 
Chief Insp. Renato Marasigan who was am- 
bushed last month in Pasig City- 

The police had earlier arrested one of those 
charged, Leonardo Capili, in Caloocan City, after 
ап informant told them that the suspect had 
boasted that he was involved in the murder The 
others were still at large at press time. 

‘The four suspects, according to the asset, were 
paid P500,000 то kili Marasigan although the po- 
Tice have yet to determine the motive behind his 
assassination. 

Some police officials had said that the killing 
could have something to do with the investiga- 
tion Marasigan was conducting on the prolifera- 
tion of drugs in Pasig City. 

"Butsome investigators said the killing could be 
connected to his business interests and property 

The other men charged with murder were 
‘Manuel Mendoza of Bagong Barrio in Caloocan 
City, George Guimbo, and an alias Dura. Also in- 
cluded in the charge sheet were several unidenti- 
fied suspects. 

Tn the information fled yesterday at the prose- 
сог; office, the police said Capil identified his 
three alleged cohorts during interrogation. 

“We showed him sketches of the other sus- 
ресз and he gave a name 
"Benjamin de los Santos chi 
vestigation and Detection Group-Criminal Inves- 
tigation and Detection Division. 

"Marasigan was ambushed while he was driv- 
ing his bullet-proof Pajero in Barangay Malinao, 
Pasig City on March 29. He was just meters away 
from his house and was on his way to work when 
four men walked up to his vehicle and opened 
fire, the police said. 

Th her sworn statement, Marasigan’s widow, 
Venus, said Capili looked familiar She added that 
she had seen him two days before her husband 
was killed near their house, 

"The investigation into Marasiganis death had 
faced a blank wall for several days. АШ the police 
could produce was sketches of at least six sus- 
pects based on descriptions of eyewitnesses. 

More than a week later, а witness who saw a 
sketch of one of the suspects on television led the 
police to Capilis house in Barangay Bagong Bar- 
Tio, Caloocan City Another wimess also identi- 
fied Capili as one of the four suspects who had 
shot Marasigan. 

Спр was ако positively identified by another 
witness as one ofthe gunmen when he was pre- 
sented at police headquarters. The witness said 
Capili even approached him before the ambush. 

"He bought a newspaper from me. Then he 
crossed the street and looked as if he was waiting 
for someone," the witness said in his affidavit, 
"written in Filipino. 

“He suddenly opened Bre when Mr. Marasigan 
passed by" he added. He said Capili even aimed 
‘is gun at the shocked bystanders before walking 
casually away with his alleged cohorts. 

Last week, an informant told the police that 
Сар had offered him a "job" which he refused, 


Not a fair 
exchange, 
say studes 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


A PROFESSOR AT THE PHILIPPINE MAR- 
itime Institute in Manila was arrested by 
agents of the National Bureau of Investigation 
оп Friday for allegedly demanding а DVD 
player from his students in exchange for pass- 
ing grades. 

Lawyer Raul Macatangay was nabbed 
while accepting money from one of his stu- 
dents during an entrapment operation in a 
shopping mall in Sta. Mesa, Quezon City 

‘An investigation conducted by the NBI Re- 
action, Arrest and interdiction Division 
(RAID) showed that the suspect had allegedly 
demanded a Sony DVD player worth P6,000 
from students of bis "Law on Negotiable In- 
strument” class 

PMI student Angelica Vitangcol, in a com- 
plaint filed before the NBI, said Macatangay 
told chem to give him the money last Friday so 
he could buy the player, 

Vitangcol and 14 of her classmates then 
sought the NBI's help after the suspect al- 
legediy sent her a text message instructing 
them to bring the money to the mall ataround 
7 pam. A white envelope containing marked 
bills was recovered from the lawyer's pocket, 
according to RAID chief Roel Bolivar. 

Bolivar said grave coercion charges were 
filed against the suspect in the Quezon City 
Prosecutor's Office. 


à 


charged 


according to Delos Santos. 

A week later, Capili showed him a newspaper 
dipping of Marasigan’s murder and said, “Buddy, 
you did not come along. This was worth 
500,000." 


А 


SUSPECT Capili shortly after his arrest. 


take the time to assist motorists by 
free emergency phone calls, free water and traffic 
year, once again we take our positions along the 
А Expressways and stat Tollway with the 

your journey a safe and pleasant one. 
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B Cops under attack 
in Pasig, Marikina 
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-style ‘Pabasa’ 
acrowd-drawer 
at Quezon Memorial 
Circle /M6 
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Pasig, Marikina cops advised to be more careful 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. Charlemagne Alejandrino told shells froma .45 caliber handgun City on March 26. De Leon had arrested for robbery and said he could not do much 
the Incun the other day. and an empty shell from a 9 mm Three days later, Chief Insp. months ago, allegedly stabbed because the National Police 
THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO РАО. The latest victim was POZ Pepi- handgun. Renato Marasigan of the Internal him 13 times and even slashed Commission һай already 
tect the public and go after crimi- to Salazar of the Quezon City Po- НІЗ service firearm was also Affairs Service was also killed in throat. stripped him of his police pow 
nals Butin the lasttwo weeks, four lice District Mobile Patrol, who missing, police added. Pasig City while he was driving The suspect managed to es- ers. 
Talbemen fll prey to kiles inthe was shot to death while onboard Another Quezon City police- his car on Barangay Malinao. саре, taking with him his knife Не urged е паіота pales 
cities of Marikina and Pasig. his jeep in Marikina City on Fi- man, SPO2 Ramon Borre, was Оп April 4, PO2 Ramon De and фе policeman’s service to stop sending city policemen 
“We have already instructed day afternoon. shot four times in the head Leon of the Pasig City Police was firearm. for retraining because lack of 
ou en O eet careful and The three killers made sure he while carrying his 6-month-old stabbed to death as he was about Pasig City Mayor Vicente Eu manpower could be affecting 
"ways be vigilant,” Eastern Po- was killed: Scene of the Crime grandsoninfrontofhishousein toreportforwork. sebio had expressed alarm over the capability of the police 
казыны decr Chief Supt, Operatives recovered 12 empty Barangay Pinagbuhatan, Pasig Suspect Tomas Bedana, whom the spate of killings in the city force. 


Old-style ‘Pabasa’ at QC Memorial Circle —— "roses 


вур Hospital shutdown 
"e ! 5 emra Ospital ng Manila (Os- 
3 Ма) Medical Center wil be closed for sx days be- 
NA ы р ‘ginning tomorrow. Dr. Joyce Chow, OsMa admin- 
g modem and cll, there is sll Я атат said the hospital wil undergo a total 
тоот for traditional religious ri ) jÎ power shutdown from April 12 to Apri 18 be- 
like the “pabasa, н Cause of rehabiitation work on the main power 
“Take а stroll down Quezon Memorial Y зарру ine. Chow said the facility's power ne 
Circle on Maundy Thursday and Good J 1 K Э which have been operational since ОзМа was 
Friday, and you will hear the familiar = D onstructed in 1969, would be impróved and re- 
strains of the “Pasyon” filing the air- pt р pared. Patients confined at the hospital have. 
There are no gimmicks, “hip-hop” M been brought to other cly-ouned medical faci 
versions or stylized renditions. It is ties. Chow added that OsMa wil resume opera- 
done the way Filipino women and tions on Api 19. ‘Margaux C. Ortiz 
Some men--have always sung or read it S" 
in simpler times and climes. Notas safe 
"its not just about preserving tradi- AN INDONESIAN diplomat came home оп Satur- 
tion, but giving it life,” said Deanna En- Gay to find the jewelry and money he had been 
rile, head servant of the Community of Keeping in his bedroom missing. Indonesian rll 
Love, a charismatic Christian group tary attaché Gunadi Budi Prayitno told the police 
еа He eed Ii de. i that he had et his house in Bel-Air, Makati, on 
thee Friday afternoon in the care of his house ho, an. 
IR ee аа inn ed aa a 
Love will be holding a pabasa atthe Li BÉ turned the following day, the jewelry and the 
wasang Aurora on the ОМС grounds ашин: barn нше ieu Те poles 
fm pon Tray oen. n s “sit doesn oraret oe 
A basn isa uniquely Pipino evi int hove wouid be investigate’. are 
dition of reading or singing the Pasyon [sea i * н 
(passion), a book narrating the passion, St Hostage-taking in QC 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. z N 3 Ves Акар 
ka кы. we 1 : almost an hour, a Chinese-Fiipino woman 
е ^ d ‘and her nephew were at the mercy of a тап 
Pasyon, which contains the Lord's beau- ‘who had taken them hostage and hijacked their 
tiful teachings. It contains the ove let- DEVOTEES have been locking to the Quezon Memorial Circle for I] years now for the traditional “Pabasa.” Garin Quezon City yesterday. Elaine Go, 36, had 
ters of God," Enrile said. just fetched her 8-year-old nephew from tutor- 
"The Community of Love bas been 


Ing classes in Manila and was about to take him 
holding the pabas at the ОМС forthe park, Enrile said strollers and by- — Shelamentedihatintodaysagethe said. “If your world is noisy how cm home to Sta. Mesa Heights when the hijacking 
past 11 years, she added. park, Взе Gnas ci down with tee old ways of the Catholic faith were con- you listen to Gods Word?” ocurre at past noon, police said. When Go 
Ga Тышэшу some 40-50 partic group t laren, or even participate ш Snually being eroded, with the familiar Enrile said infusing modern gim- reached te corner of Araneta and E- Rodriguez 
pants wll take turns in singing de Pasy- the singing. giving way to the novel. mickry into old traditions was an “in- Avenues, aman suddenly boarded the back of 
pants wll tale msl ing Ea CERE, shows ar thee estan Even praying the rosary has become sult” Taming a ritual into a fiesta only her grayish blue Honda Civie (plate number 
on throughout the night. Most of het “That only shows nd Rs she something complicated, Erle said. diversattenton from God,” she sald. © UNL 106) sald insp. Reynaldo Medina, chief of 
“Maybe, one or two men will join in,” sai iE ра Knows how to "The pabasa is one way of knowing the Quezon City police general assignment seo- 
Enrile said. ‘The Pasyon is a "book of light, а pray the rosary anymore. Whenever I God personally: We understand and Won Ame ‘river witnessed the hostage sit- 
е на ано invited some teenagers guide for us to follow the exampleofe- give rosaries, 1 have to attach instruc. learn from all his sufferings: Wellknow ташны Stet informed the police. The саг 
from Laguna to take part in the pabasa, sus life and teachings,” Enrile said. Sons so the recipients will know how to the reason why he died for us. Once we chase finaly ended when the suspect decided 
‘but was not sure if they would be able If old traditions like the pabasa die ` pray it,” she said. understand how God suffered for us, to leave бо апа her nephew. as well as the car, 
оспе, oat i забота Ша de рари е P ом can youlove Mama Maryifyou thats when we realize ош терор. ithe Bocaue ext of he North Luzon EXP, 
Recalling their past pabasa at the added. don't know how to pray to her?" she ty to love and serve him," she said. 2 Bn 


| Second chance around for ex-PN man 


By Tina G. Santos. 
IT'S NEVER TOO LATE TO SERVE 


Shame and scandal 
at Prosecution Service 


SHAME ON THOSE PROSE vas signed Marth 13,2006. | “Varo corpus realized, dis 
cutors! On However, Palma Gil contin’ | when he found his "true calling” 
A reliable source at the De- ае wes to hold office at the | ңеш. 


partment of Justice told me TARGET ү : Davao Oriental Provincial 

that four prosecutors assigned d Board. ee ee ome 
at the DOJ are having a hey- Ramon ix The Office of the Vice Gover- face апалу among бе 
Фу making out wit some Ты ete iare i cer | Сы ман 
снесла 700 MEE аана | чен 
change for good assignments heeded the Ombudsman's or- Now 70, Manong Moring, а 
and бег handling of money- and other employees working in der коше sauber of the Philippine 
making cases. her pizza parlor. sen » i la 

пац ca. ne allegedly "Ebel Vinee says he dew his уш hme complains | ышк arde Ma а 
ье P eens Вб Ине аав agn policemen, 1 suggest | Паз dup for te pax 17 
то а unit in а condominium la Development Authority (MM- you file them in the Office of | years, 
near the DOJ main office in DA), while the congresswoman's the Ombudsman instead of ST believe this is my calling, CORPUZ: “God wanted me to do something meaningful” oc rw 
Padre Faura, Manila. other staff drew theirs from the other government unitslikethe | Ang 1 will continue serving Him 

Who are the four? They have public works department, and the Internal Afairs Service or the | for as Jong as He wants meto,” he tal chaplain to hear his confession grasp when another priest visited 
the initials GM, YA, VT and LR. Quezon City government. National Police Commission- told the INQUIRER. and give him communion “to him at home and convinced him to 

Aker опе of them is finished  Vineles' revelation, contained _ The agencies | just men- enone Moring, however, ай. larly understand what God was become the community leader 
withhis vim, he poor woman. in a complaint fled with ће Of toned act very slowly on com- | = mined that he did notimmediare- пуш to tell me” “1 was told that I was being rec- 
jsthen passed on to the others. fice of the Ombudsman, is hardly plaints against policemen. They | jy heed God's call. ommended to become the commu- 

I was told that one of the surprising. Seem to be lost in a time warp. E DES a pest visited him at A second chance nity leader My task was to virtually 
osecitors even recorded his Most congressmen and con- My public service program has | home and told him that some- After recovering from his Ш. to become the bridge between the 

xcapades" in the pad. gresswomen and local officals fled numerous cases against | Боду had recommended him to ness, Manong Moring decided parish and the community intial 

‘An vestigation is inorder. have heir own “ghost employees” policemen by way of helping | „ndergo training to become alay that serving God was the best ly said no as 1 argued that here 

ae ог those who get paid by the gov. aggrieved citizens, but most of | түш ‘way to thank Him for giving him меге many others who can do it. 
last month, this comer emmentbutdontreportorwork. Фе cases are sil pending in “Because he was a priest, Iwas a second chance in Ше. But it eventually got me thinking, 
came out with anitemabouta In short, Vineles’ complaint these offices for many years. embarrassed to say no, so Ian- “Sabi ko, siguro itong “Why do these priests come to me? 
Sexual harassment complaint against the congresswoman from In contrast, the Office ofthe | ered yes but I did not come, 1 pagkakasakit ko hinahaplos lang God must really wanted me to do 
fied by a female prosecutor Quezon Cty is believable. ойи шише теш. | ered yes buc I did not come, l PUN pora mapansin Ko Something meaning,” he said 
against another prosecutor. ee iy police Insp. Marco Polo Бат. | Pipino. At that time, he said he Tinanggihan ko Siya noong hindi 

inet OT Poneman al. Ithenew Ombudsman, Merced- emand POI TisoRabinaofthe | war busy looking afer the sar ako pumunta para mag training Closer to Mary 
legedly took place at the DOJ kas N. Gutierrez соті with her Police Assistance Centr in Bal- | дахах which he had put upal- (1 felt that my sickness was jut Ha being a lay minister also 
building. no-nonsense, eamest graft-busting, intawak, Quezon Cry for beat: | fer rwo years of working in the God's way of getting my attention led Manong Moring to establish a 

‘The lady prosecutor com- Daza,ifguikymightgettheaxe. ° ing а robbery victim who | Middie East Sher 1 reused to undergo паш. deeper relationship with the Vir- 
planed to hisealumaiscafter Other oficials similarly ас. soughttheirhelp. iad Sin Mary 
the lothario's superiors didn’t cused might also get the boot МУ program helped the "Not now, Father’ “The following year, after mak- Не recalled that during one of 
take action against him. fom ^ Ombudsman (От. complainant, Emmanuel “Business was good and 1 ing a full recovery from his heart his meetings with other commu 

How can you trust the gov- budswoman?)Gutierrez. Ringor, a restaurant waiter, | „wanted to focus on it to support ailment, Manong Moring submit- nity leaders, they were made to 
eriment's prosecution service On April 1, this column came out file the case in 2004. my family” the father of three ted himself to God. draw lots to determine which im- 
with rape or sexual harass- with a report that the Office of the It took the Office of the | ша “Iwastelling myself, Father, Не now spends most of his age of the Virgin Mary would rep- 
Tent caves if they themselves Ombudsman dismissed Davao Ori- Ombudsman only a month | maybe some other time, not time assisting priests during com- resent the areas they belong to. 
aredoing it? Орны Beard Member short of two years to come | faves шоп and айар the sick and Manong Moring got the “Imac 

Maria Consuelo “Bambi” Palma бй up with the decision dis- Manong Moring said that he the elderly in the community. ulate Heart of Mary"‏ ا 

Quezon City Rep, Nanette for falsifying me records and ac- missing the two cops. Many | regularly attended Mass every ` Manong Moring also takes “Ithoughtit was perfect for me 
c ben ac complishment repons of опе, cases we filed inthe Napol- | Sunday and even joined a prayer credit for the strengthening ofthe because | have a heart ailment I 
cused by her former employee tent provincial employees. com and IAS offices arestill | group but he was not serious in community's Basic Ecclesial Com- promised myself that 1 will take 
Of using public funds to pay ` The Office of the Ombuds- pending after five or six | fis devotion to God. ‘munity (BEC), a church activity care of her heart so she would 
the salaries of her house help man's order dismissing Palma бй years. "dew months later, Manong which allows small groups of take care of mine, too,” said 
Moring went through an ri- fuimos sit and med- мее мхост has since 
Я Р : т Мез hln made hin reexamine itate on the Word of God. оше Marian devotee. 
ММРА kicks off ‘Operation Semana Santa’ ce mich пада лы атш realized that, le the Bu. He added that he has found 

his priorities. He suffered eng char we also have to be bro. fulfilment in serving Cod and joy 
TRAFFIC ENFORCERS OF THE safely for the Holy Week. ment Group of the National stay in the hospital. ken, blessed and shared with oth- іп knowing that he has helped in- 
Metropolitan Manila Develop- Under the MMDAs "Opera- Capital Region Police Office, a — "During my stay in the hospi er he said. spire other people to love Him. 
Mesopolian Manila Develop: Unen ana МАРАЗ Орук. spica police unit derailed о tal, Thad a realizatonthatmaybe ^ Manong Moring mid he became _“tinow ig wat He vanis fr 
‘on duty this entire week toen- суз contingency plan for Lent, the MMDA, will be deployed in God wants me to do ‘something more convinced that Divine Provi- me,” he said. “My relationship with 
Оше that commuters and mo. 2500 traffic enforcers and themetropolis. Tarra V Quis- for Him,” he said, recalling that dence was steering him toward Him has never been bener, Every- 
iorists get to their destination members of the Traffic Enforce- mundo he had even requested the hospi- something he could not readily thing Ido is for him,” he added. 
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Alarm over possible 


WASHINGTON-—CRITICS OF THE 
George W Bush administration ex- 
pressed alarm Sunday about ex- 
plosive new reports that the presi- 
dent is mulling military options to 
knockout Iran's nuclear program. 
Retired Gen. Anthony Zinni, the 
former head of US Central Com- 
mand, told US television Sunday 
that he had no detailed knowledge 
of the alleged military plans, but he 
suggested а preemptive’ strike 


Stampede 
‘in Karachi 
kills 29 


KARACHI—AT LEAST 29 WOMEN 
and children were killed in а stam- 
pede after a religious gathering in 
the southem Pakistani city of 
Karachi on Sunday, witnesses said. 

‘Around 20,000 women were 
gathered with their children in 
Faizan-e-Madina mosque in the 
eastern district of the sprawling 
city to mark the birthday of the 
Prophet Muhammad, which falls 
on Tuesday. 

Local police official Zahid Hus. 
sain said the stampede occurred 
after a girl coming out of the 
mosque fell down. 

"Witnesses said the child cried 
ош, sparking panic among the 
‘women who tried to force their 
way out of the mosque. 

“all ofa sudden there had been. 
screams and shouts. Everyone 
ran for safety and we too,” 
Haleema Bibi, one of the partici- 
pants said. "We were just shout- 
ing. We did not know what has 
happened." 

"Women fell on each other as 
panic spread. It was an absolute 
‘mayhem. Nobody knew what has 
happened," another woman said. 

Reuters 


LIMA, PERU—OLLANTA HUMALA, A 
former Army commander who cam- 
paigned to put Peru's economy in 
State hands, clung to a slim lead on 
Monday in a tight three-way race for 


president, official results showed. 


"With 53 percent of votes counted, 
Peru's election authority said Hu- 
‘mala—who has vowed a revolution 
to redistribute Peru's wealth to the 


‘Andean poor—had 27.8 percent. 


Probusiness conservative Lourdes 
Flores was second with 26.3 percent, In 
followed by left-of-center former 
President Alan Garcia with 25.6 per- 
cent, No candidate had the 50 per- 
cent support to avoid a runoff be- 


tween the top two finishers. 


Humala, who also pledges to in- 
dustrialize Peru's production of coca, 
the basis for cocaine, worries busi- 
ness leaders and the European-de- 
seended upper classes. If elected, the 
ally of Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez would be the latest in a string 
of Latin American leftists to come to 
powerchallenging US policies such as 


coca eradication. 


Peru is the world's No. 2 cocaine 


producer after Colombia. 


DALLAS—TENS OF THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE [ыш 


banged drums, waved US flags and marched in 
а protest urging federal lawmakers to pass i 
migration reform that would legalize an esti- 
mated 11 million undocumented workers. 

‘Shouting “Si Se Puede?" Spanish for “Yes, we 
cant"—the marchers crammed into the down- 
town streets on Sunday. They included families 
pushing suolers with their children and ке 
cream vendors who placed American flags on 
their carts. Many wore white dothing to symbol- 
ize peace. 

Police estimated the crowd at 350,000 m. 
500,000. There were no reports of violence. 

lr was among several demonstrations that 
drew thousands of protesters Sunday in New 
Mexico, Minnesota, Michigan, Alabama, Utah, 
Oregon, Idaho and California. 

“E we dont protest theyll never hear us,” said 
Oscar Cruz, 23, a construction worker who 
marched among the estimated 50,000 in San 
Diego. Cruz, who came illegally to the US in 
2003, said he had feared a crackdown but felt 
emboldened by the large marches across the 
country in recent weeks. 

n Birmingham, Alabama, demonstrators 
marched along the same streets where civi rights 
activists dashed with police during the 1960sand 
rallied at a park where a statue of Martin Luther 
King Jc stands as a reminder of the fight for equal 
rights and the violence chat once plagued the city 


against Iran's nuclear 
‘would be extremely rs 

“Any military plan involving iran. 
is going to be very difficult. We 
should not fool ourselves то think it 
‘wil just be а strike and then it will 
be over” said Zinni 

“The Iranians will retaliate, and 
they have many possibilities in an 
area where there are many vulnera- 
bilities, from our troop positions to 
the ofl and gas in the region that can 


progam be interrupted, to attacks on Irae, 
tothe conduct of terrorism,” he said. 

Zinni made his remarks after the 
publication of a pair of reports this 
Weekend saying that the administra- 
Чоп is seriously considering military 
action against нап, amid а stale- 
теа diplomatic effors. 

‘The New Yorker magazine re- 
pored ints April 17 issue that the 
administration is planning a massive 
bombing campaign against Iran, in- 


LOVEIN THE AFTERNOON 

Britain's Prince Charles and his wife Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, 
leave Crathie Church at Balmoral in Scotland, after attending a 
service on their first wedding anniversary, April 9. елаз 


billion debt if elected and keep a 
small fiscal deficit despite his gener- 
ous welfare plans. 

"The business community dreads a 
second round between Humala and 
Garcia, who presided over economic 
collapse during his 1985-90 rule. 
Garcia, 56, saw his backing rise in the 
final preelection polls, as support 
ebbed for Flores, 46, а lawyer who 
has struggled to connect with the 
needy. 

the 2001 election, Garcia 
slipped past Flores at the last mini 
to face off against outgoing President 
Alejandro Toledo in the run-off. 

"We're going to see a tough bare 
over the ballots and Flores and Garcia. 
are going to want every vote count- 

> political analyst Alberto Adri- 
anzen said. 

‘Undaunted by the close figures, 
hundreds of Flores's supporters cele 
brated with fireworks in Lima, as- 
sured that she had made the runoff. 

Flores, who topped polls only 
months ago, has played up her poten- 
tial role as Peru's first female leader in 
а country where women are per- 
ceived as more honest. Reuters 


HUMALA holds aloft pot, the symbol 
ofhispartyin Lima April. mares 


“Humala's going to nationalize our 
natural resources for ће good of the 
people. He's going to end poverty” 
Said Neida Tico, 41, a farm worker 
voting in Lima. 

Most popular among Peru's long- 
neglected rural poon Humala 
pledged to service the country’s $30 


INST.LOUIS, a protester displays a defiant 
declaration. А 


“We've got to get back in touch with the Statue 
of Liberty” said The Rex Lawton Higgs, a United 
Methodist pastor and activist. “Weve got to get 
‘back in touch with the civil rights movement, be- 


Organizers in St. Paul, Minnesota, were sur- 
prised by the crowd calling for change ata rally at 
the state Capitol. Police estimated the crowd at 
30000. 

The rallies also drew counterdemonstrator. 

їп Sat Lake City, Jerry Owens, 59, a Navy vet- 

eran wearing a blue Minuteman Tshirt and cam- 
ouflage pants, held a yellow “Don't Tread on Ме" 
flag. 
“T think its real sad because these people are 
really saying its OK to be illegal aliens,” Owens 
said. "What Americans are saying is Yes, come. 
here. But come here legally’ And I think thats the 
big problem.” 

Sunday's demonstrations come ahead of па- 
tionwide protests set weeks ago for Monday, а 
signal that what began as a sting of disparate 
events—attracting tens and even hundreds of 
thousands of people—has become more coordi- 
nated. 

“We dont have a leader like Marin Luther 
King or Cesar Chavez, but this is now a national 
immigrant rights movement,” said Joshua Hoyt, 
director of the llinois Coalition for Immigrant 
and Refugee Rights, which has helped organize 
Chicago-area rallies, 

‘Activists say the Senate's decision last week 
not to push a bill that would have given many il- 
legal immigrants а chance at citizenship is nei- 
ther a cause for celebration nor a lost opportuni 


ding use of bunker buster nude. 
‘ar bombs to destroy a key suspected 
Iranian nuclear weapons facility 

The aride by investigative jour- 
nalis Seymour Hersh said that Bush 
and others in the White House have 
come to view Iranian President 
‘Mahmoud Ahmadinejad as a poten- 
чы Adolf Hitler” 

"Thats the name theyre using” 
Hersh quoted former senior intelli- 
gence oficial as saying. 


EU slaps 
visa ban on 
Lukashenko 


LUXEMBOURG—THE 
pean Union on Monday banned 
Belarussian President Alexander 
Lukashenko and 30 ministers, 
prosecutors and regional election 
officials from entering the 25-na- 
tion bloc, an EU official said. 

EU foreign ministers took the 
decision to punish those they say 
were involved in rigging Belarus's 
March 19 presidential polls and а 
crackdown on opposition activists. 

"The EU did not decide to freeze 
the assets of the banned individu- 
als for now but warned it may do 
so at a later stage, and asked the 
European Commission to make 
proposals for fur 
sures, another EU diplomat said. 

Lukashenko, sworn in on Satur- 
даў is number one on the list, fol- 
lowed by his head of presidential 
administration, Gennady 
the ministers of education, informa: 
tion and justice, the chairman ofthe 
lower house of parliament and the 
head of the KGB security service. 

Others named include the pros- 
ecutor-general, several judges and 
prosecutors, the coo 
regional election officials and the 
head of the state television and ra- 
dio company. 


‘cause that’s what this is about ty its chance to regroup, AP 


US strike on Iran Brazil’s use of ethanol 


road to energy freedom 


PIRACICABA, BRAZIL—AT THE 
dawn of the automobile age, 
Henry Ford predicted that “ethyl 
alcohol is the fuel of the future." 
With petroleum at about $65 а 
barrel, President Bush has now 
embraced that view, too. But 
Brazil is already there. 

"This country expects to become 
energy self-sufficient this year, meet- 
ing its growing demand for fuel by 
increasing production both from 
petroleum and ethanol. Already the 
tse of ethanol, derived here from 
sugar cane, is so widespread that 
gas stations have two зев of pumps, 
marked A for alcohol and G for 
gasoline. 

Brazil's path has taken 30 years of 
«оп, required several billion dol- 
larsin incentives and involved many. 
missteps. While not always easy it 


‘provides clues to the real challenges 
facing the United States ambitions. 

The use of ethanol here was. 
greatly accelerated in the last three 
‘years with the introduction of lex. 
fue? engines, designed to run on 
‘ethanol, gasoline or any mixture of 
thetwo. 

But Brazilian officials and busi- 
mess executives say the. 
dustry would develop even faster if 
the United States did not levy a tax 
of 54 cents a gallon on all imports of 
Brazilian cane based ethanol, 

"With demand for ethanol soaring 
here, Brazil recognizes that itis un- 
realistic to think of exports to the 
United States now But Brazilian 
leaders complain that Washington's 
restrictions have inhibited foreign 
investment, particularly by Ameri- 
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Top US Marine regrets Iraq invasion 


WASHINGTON—THE THREE-STAR MARINE 
corps general who was the military's top opera- 
tions officer before the invasion of Iraq expressed 
regret, in an essay published Sunday, that he did 
not more energetically question those who had 
ordered the nation to war. He also urged active- 
duty officers to speak out now if they had doubts 
about the war. 


и. Gen. Gregory Newbold, 

ho retired in late 2002, also 
called for replacing Defense Sec- 
retary Donald H. Rumsfeld and 
“many others unwilling to fun- 
damentally change their ap- 
proach.” He is the third retired 
senior officer in recent weeks to 
demand that Rumsfeld step 
down. 

In the essay in this week's issue 


of Time magazine, Newbold 
wrote, "now regret that I did not 
more openly challenge those who 
were determined to invade a 
country whose actions were pe- 
ripheral to the real threat—al- 
Qaida.” 

‘The decision to invade Iraq, he 
wrote, “was done with a casual- 
ness and swagger that are the 
special province of those who 


have never had to execute these 
missions—or bury the results.” 
Though some active-duty offi- 
cers will say in private that they 
disagree with Rumsfeld's han- 
dling of Iraq, none have spoken 
‘out publicly. They attribute their 
silence to respect for civilian con- 
trol of the military, as set in the 
Constitution—but some also ac- 
knowledge that it would be pro- 


Bird flu could kill 100,000 UK kids, report warns | Great news 
4 гасат а) [ОГ СГОрѕ: 


humans could kill 100,000 children in 
Britain, said а government health adviser 


fessional suicide to speak up. 
Newbold served as director of 
operations of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff from the summer of 2000 
through the Sept. 11, 2001, at- 
tacks and the war in Afghanistan. 
He left military service in late 
2002, as the defense department 
‘was deep into planning for the 
March 2003 invasion of Iraq. 
NYT 


FOR THE BIRDS—An Indian dancer 
performs during the launch of World 
Migratory Bird Day in Laikipia, Kenya. 
Artists and conservationists gathered in the 
‘country on Sunday to put an end to the 
negative publicity they say migratory birds. 
эге getting as the main vectors in the 
spread of avian flu. 


Indian farmer kills self 
over bird flu losses 


MUMBAL—AN INDIAN FARMER 
committed suicide after running 
'up major debts because of tum- 
bling poultry prices caused by 
bird flu, according to a report 
Monday. 

‘Small-time farmer Santosh 
Hirekar, 24, hanged himself us- 
ing his wife's sari and left a 
note saying he was unable to 
feed his birds after prices 
dropped from 80 rupees 
($1.80 dollars) a Kilogram to 
15, the Hindustan Times re- 
ported. 

Hirekar’s farm is some 150 
кт from Jalgaon, one of the 
worst bird flu hit areas in west 
em Maharashtra state, where 
officials started slaughtering 
some 300,000 birds last week. 

Because his farm was out- 
side the slaughter area, he was 
unable to claim compensation 


but was hit by the downturn in 
chicken prices. 

“I don't have money to feed 
my birds. They are dying. And 
we don't even get any compen- 
sation because our birds are 
mot being culle 
quoted а note 
pocket. 

The farmer reportedly had 
debts of 50,000 rupees and 
two money lenders had threat- 
ened to kill him if he failed to 
pay up. 

‘The government was inves- 
tigating the case Monday but a 
senior official said the farmer 
had only several hundred birds 
and said there were probably 
wider issues at stake. 

“Ihave sent my team to veri- 
fy the facts,” said state animal 
husbandry commissioner Bijay 
Kumar. AFP 
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The Sunday 
health 


ended schools draw up plans to 
rent of an outbreak, a newspaper 


mes quoted govern 
dviser Liam Donaldson as saying in a 


confidential letter to the schools minister that 


if the virus was partic 
among school-a; 


ly severe, deaths 


children "could be as high 


as 100,000. 


"This would mean that potentially 50,000 


deaths might be prevented by school clo- 


HSNI s 


1 would 


For this reason, сот hat 


should be planning on the basis that 


h as 700,000, the Sum 
Times quoted Donaldson as writing 
Britain reported its first case of the lethal 

in in a wild bird whi e swan 
found dead in Cellardy 


harbor in east 


Reuters 


Antifreeze 
gene found 


SYDNEY—AUSTRALIAN SCIENTISTS HAVE. 
discovered an “antifreeze gene" that allows 
Antarctic grass to survive at minus 30 Celsius, 


saying it could prevent multimillion-dollar ~ 


crop losses from frost. 

“Its a gene from the saltgrass that managed to 
colonize the Antarctic peninsula called Antarctic 
Hairgrass" said Professor German Spangenberg 
from La Trobe University in Victoria state. 

“We identified a novel dass of a gene protein 
"which binds twice and that prevents ice crystal 
growth. It has the capacity to survive being frozen. 
rock solid and then thawing, It prevents the dam- 
age from ice crystals,” Spangenberg said. 

"The scientists implanted the “ice recrysallza- 
tion inhibition gene" into a host plant in Australia 
and replicated the antifreeze properties. 

“Now we understand how it works we can use 
this knowledge for crop improvement, for frost 
and cold tolerance,” said Spangenberg. 

Victoria Minister for Innovation John Brumby 
said the discovery of the “antifreeze gene" could 
prevent millions of dollars in lost crops due to 
frost and wintry conditions. 

“Over the next few years we should se the de- 
velopment and application of technologies for 
fros tolerance in crops based on the knowledge ^ 
gained from the functional analysis of these an- 
freeze genes; Brumby said in a statement. 

Globally, between 5 and 15 percent of agricul- 
tural production is lost to frost each year. Reuters 


Berlusconi battles for political survival 


ROME—POLLS OPENED ACROSS ITALY ОМ 
Monday for the final day of voting in a bitter 
election that could end Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi's contentious five-year rule and re- 
turn the center left to power 

Voting runs from 7 a.m. to 3 pm. and exit 
polis wil tell soon after if center-left opposition 
leader Romani Prodi is to take power leading a 
‘wide coalition ranging from Roman Catholic 
centriss to communist. 

Opinion polls gave Prodi, a former prime 
minister and European Commission president, 
the edge during a campaign that saw candidates 
trade insults but left many voters wondering if 
either side had answers to Italy's woes. 

"We must have a change. I voted for Bertus- 
coni las time, but 1 am voting for Prodi now. 
Кају has become angry and divided,” 81-year 
(ld Nello Di Riso said in central Rome. 

Already 66.5 percent of Italy had voted on the 
first day of the polls on Sunday, Italy's interior 
ministry said, against 81.4 percent at the last 
general election in 2001 when voting took place 
‘none day. 

Opinion polls have not been published in two. 
weeks but Prodi has led the race since returning 
то Italian politics in 2004 after five years аз Eu- 
ropean Commission head. 

‘Prodi is the only man to have defeated Вейш- 
coni at the polls—in 1996—and gamblers have 
backed him as а runaway favorite this time 
around on two popular online betting sites. 

Berlusconi is ауз richest man and Washing- 
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ton's strongest ally in continental Europe and 
‘won office in 2001 promising to cut red tape and 

‘Although the media magnate managed to 
head the longest-serving administration since 
World War П, Europe's fourth biggest economy 
barely grew and lagged its competitors. 

Berlusconi's outbursts also regularly riled for- 
ign partners. 

‘A combative Berlusconi waged a fiery cam- 
paign, using offensive language to describe op- 
position supporters, denouncing judges and, in 
a slap at Prodi’ left-wing partners, saying com- 
‘munists under Chinese dictator Mao Zedong 
boiled babies. 

"The 69-year-old prime minister offered last- 
minute tax cus in the closing days of the cam- 
paign, hoping to win over the large number of 
undecided voters. 

Hê told supporters at his final rally he had 
overtaken the center left, but his opponents 
scoffed at the idea. 

He even caused a minor stir when he voted on 
‘Sunday, drawing a reprimand from a scrutineer 
‘after he ignored a campaigning blackout and 
told his mother to vote for his Forza Italia ралу. 

‘The 66-year-old Prodi, а former economics 
professor has juxtaposed his reputation for seri- 
‘ousness and modest means against Berlusconi's 
wealth and many lawsuits. 

Prodi characterstcally made no waves when 
he voted, and only smiled when a woman told 
him she would vote for his rival. Reuters 
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SILVIO Berlusconi 


ROMANO Prodi 
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curfews across Nepal 


KATHMANDU-NEPALESE PO- 
lice firing tear gas and rubber bul- 
lets clashed Sunday with thou- 
sands of prodemocracy protesters 
who defied a daytime curfew de- 
spite warnings that violators 
could be shot. 

Opposition political partes 
promised more rallies Monday and 
later in the week to пу to force 
King Gyanendra to give up bis ab- 
solute powers, despite hundreds of 
arrests and the death of three 
protesters over the weekend. 

Home Minister Kamal Thapa 
said 253 people had been arrest- 
ed Sunday and blamed the 
‘demonstrations оп Maoist rebels. 

"The ongoing protest prog 
is clearly that of the Maoist 


Thapa told reporters. "They are 
trying to create armed revolu- 
tion, so the government has been. 
‘compelled to impose the curfew." 

Seven sidelined political par- 
Чез which organized a four-day 
strike and protest, in concert with 
the Maoist rebels, hailed the ac- 
tion and said they would contin- 
ue beyond Sunday. 

"The four-day nationwide gen- 
eral strike was a huge success,” 
the Joint Mass Movement Coordi- 
nation Committee said in a state 
ment. 

“From tomorrow the ongoing 
demonstrations against the un- 
constitutional and autocratie 
regime will continue in Kathman- 
du'and across the country" AFP 
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Mickelson 
nails second 
victory by 2 
at Augusta 


AUGUSTA, X GEORGIA— 
Once known as the lovable 
loser who went a dozen 
years before he figured 
out how to win golf's 
biggest tournaments, Phil 
Mickelson captured his 
second straight major at 
the Masters on Sunday. 

He closed with a 3-under 69 for a two- 
shot victory over Tim Clark and his second 
green jacket in three years. 

“This was nothing like the others. 

He holed an 18oot birdie putt rwo years 
ago at the Masters, keeping everyone in sus- 
pense unt the final moment and sending 
Mickelson leaping into the air when it final- 
ly plopped in. Then there was Baltusrol last 
summer at the US PGA Championship, 
When he it a flop shot our of deep rough 
within 2 feet for a birdie to win by one shot. 

Instead of а heartstopping finish this 
time, he methodically buit a lead that 
forced Fred Couples, Tiger Woods and Vijay 
Singh to uy to catch him. But they stumbled 
with three puts and a апу of other mis- 
Takes, the kind Mickelson used to make. 

"i 04 when Iwon, I fel this great feeling 


oes it right—again 


LAST year's winner Tiger 
Woods slips the green jacket 
on the shoulders of Phil 
Mickelson (right) after golf's 
most important left-hander 
topped the 2006 Masters. 
championship at the Augusta 
National Golf Club in Augusta, 
Georgia, Sunday. Woods 
settled for third place this 
time, in a tie with four others. 


MICKELSON salutes the Augusta gallery after holing out on the lBthgreen. n 


green for birdie that left him alone in 
who was trying to become the 

to twice defend his Masters title, 

and 

and he had six three- 
putts this week. He holed a25-foot birdie on 
ТҮ AZ 


sed them both 


GREAT DEALS OF QUALITY 


great 
The rest of the Big Five was lined up be- 


None could touch him. 
Mickelson finished at 7-under 281 and 
eamed $126 milion, putting him atop the 


Fourth round of Masters at a glance 


AUGUSTA, GEORGIA—A LOOK AT 
Sundays final round of the Masters at 
‘Augusta National: 

е WINNER: Phil Mickelson, who. 
shota final-round 3-under 69 for 281. 

© CLOSE BEHIND: Tim Clark. 
holed a bunker shot on the 18th hole 
to finish at 283. Another shot back 
were five players tied for third place. 

* PHILS SECONDS: Mickelson 
won a green jacket for the second 


time in three years, and won his sec- 
‘ond major in a row. He won the US 
PGA Championship last year. 


© BIG NUMBER: Rocco Mediate 


was two shots off the lead when he 
stood on the 12th tee. Three balls in 
the water later, and he made a 10 on 
the par 3. It was the third highest 
score on the signature hole in Mas- 
ters history. 


* KEY STAT: Before winning ti 


(вас. |t [у= 
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‘Masters two years ag 
had not won a major 
He's won three of 
IOTABLE: Tiger Woods 
10 majors, but never come fron 
ind on the final day to do it. H 
was two shots back beginning the fi- 
ied three behind. 


— Wa 


TRUCKS, PASSENGER WANS ae 
BIG PRICE Cun 


March 27 to April 12,2006 
Sale Starts 8.002m.105:00p m. 


ЖШ... ا س‎ TER 
Tot С Rial Highway, Subic Gateway, Subic Bay Freeport Zone Telefax no: (047) 252-1225 


 GULLWING MOTORS INT'L. CORP. #57 Amang Rodriguez Ave., Santolan, Pasig City 


ST. 


d 


w- | 
penne t 


meer | ge", [unge 


[esum 


T ro [mr 


jum | rea | ey 


+ inte | 


пано S Bn | 


— 
е m 


TV SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 


Tel. по: 646-7739 Fax no.: 668-1378 


ipsam 
= [rete eene] 


ig 
ism, Ra 
=” Б 


COMPLETELY different: Danny Seigle 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


= 


SPORTS 


‘TUESDAY, APRIL | 


Seigle, Antonio share Player of Week plum 


SAN MIGUEL BEERS DANNY SEIGLE 
and Coca-Cola's William Antonio have 
added new dimensions to their games that 
have helped move their respective teams to 
the top of the leaderboard in the Gran Mata- 
dor Brandy-PBA Philippine Cup. 

Seigle and Antonio are now more than 
just the scorers they ought to be, propping 
their squads to the top two rungs and giving 
their proud coaches All-Star Game jobs in 
Cagayan de Oro on April 27-29. 

"The Beermen pace the field with a 7-2 
win-loss slate, followed by the Tigers at 62 
before the Holy Week break. That made 
sure that San Miguel's Jong Uichico and 


Painters 
gun for lead 
vs Tortillos 


RAIN OR SHINE MAY HAVE RECOVERED FROM ITS FIRST LOSS, BUT COACH 


Leo Austria remains cautious as his El 


lasto Painters shoot for the solo lead 


against the Granny Goose Tortillos in the PBL Unity Cup today. 


“all the teams are strong. 
now and Granny Goose is a 
dangerous team because it 
has а complete arsenal,” 
said Austria. 

‘The Painters, who share 
the lead with the Toyota 
Otis Sparks and the Mon- 
taña Pawnshop Jewels, will 
vie for their fifth win at 4 
pam. at the San Andres 
Gym in Malate. 

Earlier, Harbour Centre 
shoots for its second 
straight win against new- 
comer TeleTech at 2 p.m. 

With Jojo Tangkay com- 
ing off one of his best all-around perfor- 
mances, the Painters are heavily fa- 
vored to claim the top spot before the 
league takes a one-week break in obser- 
vance of Holy Week. 

Tm satisfied with what Tangkay 
showed the last time out, he was almost 
everywhere," said Austria of last con- 
ference's Most Valuable Player 

Tangkay delivered 17 points on top 
of three rebounds, three assists and 


Montaña 
R. or Shine 
Toyota Otis 
G. Goose 
Magnolia. 


TeleTech 
Harbour 


Е ‘STANDINGS 


Hapee-PCU 


| cames TODAY 
(San Andres Gym] 
2pm.—harbour Cen- 
tre vs TeleTech 
| 4pm—Rainor shine 
| samy Goose 


three steals in Rain or 
Shine's 71-65 triumph ver- 
sus Tele Tech last Saturday. 

Austria also credited 
Jay-R Reyes, who led the 
Painters’ dominating front- 
‘court with 10 points and 11 
rebounds. 

Harbour Centre, too, 
turned to its own team star 
to finally end its four-game 
losing skid last Sunday. 

After struggling in his 

| early games, Joseph Yeo 

powered the Portmasters 

| an 84Slovertime victo- 
ry over Granny Goose. 

Yeo scored a conference-high 27 
points and collected seven rebounds, 
Six assists and three steals. The former 
Та Salle mainstay capped his heroics by 
nailing a key three-pointer in the final 
seconds of the extra period. 

"We hope this will be the start of our 
winning streak,” said coach Jorge Gal- 
lent after Harbour Centre tied TeleTech 
atl4. 

‘The Titans, though, have shown that 


4 
4 
4 
2 
2 
2 
1 


(Coke counterpart Binky Favis will man the 
bench for the South and North teams, re- 
spectively in the All-Stars. 

For helping their teams win two games 
last week, Seigle and Antonio were named 
the PBA Press Corps’ Gran Matador Brandy- 
Players of the Week for the period April 3-9. 

Both mentors are only too happy with the 
way the their players have reinvented them- 


“Danny's offensive prowess is a given,” 
said Uichico. “He has dedicated himself to 
getting in shape and now he's also playing 
both ends of the court. Нез a completely 
differen player now" 


they can keep pace with the league 
heavyweights after dropping their last 
three games by slim margins. 

TeleTech fell short in its 71-65 loss 
versus Rain or Shine, but Mel Latoreno 
kept his rookie squad within striking 
distance for a game-high 17 points. 

Consistency has also been a problem 


Favis made the same comment about An- 
топо transformation. 

“Не (Antonio) is a good shooter” Favis 
said. "Thats why 1 keep telling him to take 
the shot, especially when he's open. Now 
he's doing a lot more things to contribute.” 

‘Antonio had a career-high 18 rebounds 
and three assists in Coke's 89-85 win over 
Red Bul last Wednesday. 

"The 6-foot3 guard then sizzled with 23 
points, just one shy of his career-high, to go 
with nine rebounds and two assists as the 
Tigers pulled off a 109-104 win against the 
Sia. Lucia Realtors las Sunday. 

“I have always believed in his talent from 


E — 


TAÑA'S Alex Compton (right) challenges the defense of Rain or Shine's Marvin 
‘Ortiguerrain a recent game at the FEU gym. The Jewels won, 60-58. 


for the Torillos, who slipped to 2.3 
with Magnolia and Hapee-PCU. 

New coach Robert Sison, though, 
drew some impressive individual per 
formances from his wards, including 
Alfie Grijaldo, who posted a double- 
double with 14 points and 12 rebounds. 

Jasmine W. Payo 


the start," said Favis. "That's why I made an 
effort to squeeze that talent out of him." 

Seigle; the tournaments leading scorer, 
averaged 25.5 points the past week. 

"The 6-foot-6 Rookie of the Year in 1999 
also had six rebounds, four assists, one steal 
and one Block in SMB's 103-94 repeat win 
over sister team Barangay Ginebra last Sun- 
дау. Seige scored 20 of his 21 points in the 
second half, helping the Beermen break out 
ofa tight game. 

‘Those numbers came after he recorded 
his fourth straight double double—30 
points and 12 rebounds—in San Miguel's 
9377 win over Purefoods last Friday. 


New PBA 
format up; 
Compton 
bypassed 


By June Navarro 


AGREEING TO TWO VALID POINTS RAISED BY 
the coaches, the Philippine Basketball Associa 
Чоп will kick off its next season with the АНЕ. 
ipeo Cup ahead of the imporrladen Festa Con- 

The league's board of governors approved the 
format change in a meeting las night after the. 
coaches informed it that the prospect of hiring. 
good imports would be better if the Fiesta Con- 
ference was held in the latter part of the season. 

"The mentors also said that making the Al-Fil- 
ipino the league's opening conference would give 
the rookies, fresh from the draft, all the time to 
shine. 

“Since there are no imports, the coaches feel 
that the rookies could be given more playing 
time" said commissioner Noli Eala. 

"On the hiring of imports, most of the tourna- 
‘ments abroad are through by the time the Fiesta 
(Conference) stars.” 

Meanwhile, the board deferred its decision 
again on the bid of American expatriate Alex 
‘Compton to finally play as a local in the PBA. 

ala said Compton's case was discussed, but 
the board failed to arrive at a decision. The gover- 
mors were said to have asked for time to consult 
the owners of their respective teams. 

Incoming league member Welcoat Paints had 
earlier made a formal request to include the 6- 
foot American guard in йз lineup. 

ala stressed that Compton's fate. lay in the 
hands of the team owners, adding the league 
‘hoped to resolve it at the next board meeting. 


Iligan dribblers pip Montana in OT 


| visavas omision 
STANDINGS: 
M. Lhuilier-Cebu 
Landmasters Todo 
Toyot-llolo 
Mantavi Traders 
W. Negros College 


Kwarta Padala 


MINDANAO DIVISION meas 
ligan City 
PacMan-GenSan 
Montaña-Davao 
Pryce P-MisOr 
Cagayan de Oro 


1 MARAMAG, BUKIDNON—ILIGAN 
City of Mayor Lawrence Cruz hacked 
ош an inspiring 104.97 overtime vic- 
tory over Montaña Pawnshop-Davao 
їп continuing action from the ML 


Basketball Association (MVBA) First 
Conference Saturday at the Maramag 


Steady free throw shooting in the 
extension proved the key for ligan, 
which claimed its fith win in sx 


games. 
Tigan earlier blew a 10-point lead 
in the last quarter but forged the five- 


Erickson Araman, 86-й. 


Mindanao Visayas 


dolines. 


ose V Obedencio. 


minute extension on a free throw by 


Montaña finished the elimination 
round with an even 4-4 win-doss card 
їп the tournament backed by ML 
Kwara Padala, Nanres Spring 
Drinking Water, Cokaliong Shipping 
Lines, Molten, Panasonic and Suipi- 


The MVBA Maramag games with 
Moftana as the “adopted” 
team were made possible with the 
‘cooperation of the Municipal govem- û 
ment of Maramag headed by Mayor 


Inthe pre MVBA exhibition game, 
team owner Armando Quibod and 
РВА veteran Noli Banate headlined 
the Montana Executives as they rout- 
ей the Maramag Executives, 83-52. 

Tes 

IUGAN 104— Lg 27, Gta 25, Вор 
18 Araman 16, Pening 10, Sereno 3, боздап 
3 Bangoy 2 Pendang û, Baguio 0. 

MONTANA DAIAO S1 bares 28, Anon 
лт, Ваа 13, Boring 10, Bont 10, Panerio 
7, Dawa & agate 3, Qubod 3, Coquin 0, Te 


home 


Quarters 2023, 4540, 57-57. 86-38 (æo). 
лт 


1 МЕТ DR. ANTONIO МА. G. CALANOC IN 
1991. It was not until last Sunday April 9, that 
‘we crossed paths again. 

Fifteen years, fellas, 15 years. Twas that long. 

‘The fist time we met, Dr. Calanoc, a dear 
"buddy of the late, well-loved Danny Floro of 
Crispa, asked: “What happened to you?” 

“1 guess I broke my elbow, Doc,” I said. 

was in his linc, which was then located at 
the Capitol Medical Center in О.С. Нез now at 
the Asian Hospital in Alabang, Muntinlupa, as 
the centers most sought after orthopedic and 

ine surgeon. 

"How did it happen," he asked. 

“| slipped outside the locker room of Capitol 
Hills Golf Cub.” 

"So, you play golf, huh?" he said. 

"пу, Doc.” 

Не held my right elbow. 1 screamed. 

“It hurts, Doc,” said. 

“1 know" he said. “ОК, this is what you 
should do. Have your elbow Xrayed, йеп 
‘come back tome.” 

1@ as told. 

When he got hold of the Xray results, he 
tacked the Xray fim on the board and said, "See 
this? А piece of your elbow was chipped off.” 

Isaw the chipped bone which was not longer 
than one-fourth the size of a regular toothpick. 1 
suffered what the medical profession describes. 
as "chip fracture.” 

So brilliant a bone surgeon he is, De Сайалос 
did not see the need for surgery, thereby spar- 
ing me the agony of going under the knife Û 
dread being cut open). Instead, he put а cast on. 
my elbow. 

"There," he said after “cementing” my elbow. 


Friendship 


SPECTATOR 3 
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273 
ALS. Mendoza | 


“You'll ОК soon before you know it” 
For nearly four months, 1 tapped at the keys 
of my laptop for my column and other stories 
using only my left index finger In November of 
1991, as the overall commander of the мала. 
тз coverage of the 1991 SEA Games based at 
PIOC, my colleagues christened me the 
"One Armed Swordsman” of spons. 
‘Through tall, managed to weather the sit- 
vation, After my treatment, Dz Calanoe and 1 
parted ways ina rather emotional manner. 
"Айту fellow who can easily bang a golf ball 
300 yards away consistently on а given day, his 
paring words were, "Lets get in touch, OK? If 
по, Pd demand that you write to me everyday” 
Except for a couple of text messages, maybe, 
we never communicated nor saw each other 


again. 

‘Not ший April 9, when I brought Mayo to 
him. Mayo, my 8-year-old grandson, had been 
suffering five days from neck pain after he 
played “basketball” using his head as the bas- 
Кеба in a one-on-one against another kid. 

As if weld met only the day before, De 
CCalanoe quickly attended to Mayo, even if it 
‘was a Sunday (he does not hold clinic on Sun- 
days. My profuse thanks also go to D Mike 
Reyes, the ER consultant ihe day | brought 


Mayo to the Asian Hospital). 

То сис the long story short, my friend of 15 
years ago bas remained а fiend all these years. 
Immediately Dz Calanoc ordered the terribly- 
іп раї Mayo to be confined "as I want a thor- 
ough check-up on the grandson of my friend” 

“Two days later, Dr Calanoc, who ordered 
massive Хауз and a CT scan on Mayo, had 
gotten word from the expert himself, Dr 
Manuel Mejia, the radiologist, that Mayo did 
mox suffer any major injury As of yesterday, 
Mayo was started on what Dr Calanoc said was. 
“a bedside rehab” under Dr. Editha Dizon of 
Asian Hospital’ rehabilitation deparument. 

Boy was I relieved! The entire family prayed 
hard anew, thanking our Lord Jesus Christ, no 
less, and Mother of Perpetual Help. 

Who was it who said that friendship knows 
no distance, no time? 

‘Heres to you, Dr. Calanoc. Indeed, you are 
what the doctor ordered. 


FASTBREAK. Chito Santos of Bulacan and 
South Korean Danny Noh, the Philippine Air- 
lines station managers in Bangkok and Seoul, 
respectively deserve my highest respects. They 
never hesitated one bit to extend help when 1 
needed it during my recent trips in their turfs. 
Me Noh even went further as to have me ac- 
companied by Cho Sung-chu, his very polite 
lieutenant, in surrendering the cell phone that 1 
had rented at the arrival area of the Incheon In- 
temational Airport in South Korea on Apri 3. 
With PAL staffers like them, no wonder PAL fies 
ever so high “up there.” 


Comments to menju@pidtdsL net 
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Coach E cage clinic listing still open 

SAN BEDA ATENEO, DON BOSCO AND XAVIER SCHOOL HAVE SIGNED UP early 
for the Conch E Summer Basketbal Tourament, wich also attracting individual 
ayer ообу! be part of teams in the monton tournament staring May 2 
at clubsidify gym and Xavier. international Basketball Academy (IBA) president 
Savy Nonag yesterday за siots in the event backed by Magnolia Choco, 
Burington. Асо and Smart or players six to 16 years od are stil up for grabs. 
The cage cinics are sated Apr 22, 23 and 27. “The itin s stil open for high 
school lag, barangay and community teams, and we are stl inviting indvidual 
players and emal groups to join us,” said Nunag. Interested individuals and 
oups may cal 631-1195 or 0821-7562809, or e-mal ba_pit@yehoo com. 


Online registration for rich poker tourney 
PLAYERS CAN NOW REGISTER ONLINE FOR THE MAIN EVENT OF THE MILLION 
‘Peso Hold'em Philippine Championship by visting its website at wi Phil 
‘prePokeToutcom. Те orang Philippine Poker Tour (PPT) has made this 
Grae to players who want to compete in tne finals without going through a 
Satelite tourement The fals в slated Арі 29 and 30. The Hold'em Pillppine 
Gramplonsh is a non-wagertumarent hel by the PTT in partnership wih So- 
Ter Entertsinment/Sports-Plus and Радсос А stake Пе Champion's Bracelet and 
apres pot of PS milion. Tutorial sessions and more satelite tournaments wii be 
fad soon. For inquiries, cal the PPT secretanat at 817-8092 or 812-0153. 


SAGUN CUP 
Trece Martires City 
Mayor Jun Sagun (left) 
awards the overall 
‘champion’s trophy to 
Raymund Bunquin 
after the 18-holefund- 
raiser at the Sherwood 
Hill Golf Club recently. 
Oscar Patricio, Byung 
Chul and Leni javier 
finished 1-2:3in. 
Division I while Tony 
Castro, Vicente Que 
and Romeo Francisco 
finished 1.2310 
Division It. 
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PANGASINAN Hundred Islands’ Jovy Sese (white shirt) and North 
Cotabato's Jone! Jawod get set for the tip-off as Pangasinan Rep. 
Mark Cojuangco makes the ceremonial toss in the Pangasinenses' 
first home game against North Cotabato in the NBC tournament 
recently, Behind Cojuangco is Urdaneta City Mayor Amadeo Perez. 
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62 VICTORIES 


NEW YORK—TAYSHAUN 
Prince scored all 17 of his points 
in the second half as the Detroit 
Pistons moved to within one win 
of a franchise record for victo- 
ries with a 98-73 win over the 
Indiana Pacers in National Bas- 
ketball Association play Sunday 
in Auburn Hills. 

Detroit (62-15) needs one more win in its 
last five games to Че franchise record for vic- 
tories in a season, with the Pistons also on the 
verge of clinching home court advantage for 
the entire NBA playoffs 

Six players hit double-digts in scoring for 
the Pistons, who are now 35-3 at home this 
yea, 

Lindsay Hunter had 14 points for the. 
tons, while Richard Hamilton added 12 
points in just 25 minutes. 

Ben Wallace pulled down a season-high 22 
rebounds and told reporters afterwards that 
the Pistons are tough to be beat when the club 
plays defense the way it did Sunday. 


‘Lefty’ does 
it right — 
again m~ 


the 18th hole that just about made him curse, al- 
‘though it gave him a 70 and a tie for third. 

"1 punted atrociously today" Woods said. "Ae 
good as Ihitit, thats as bad as T puted.” 

‘At the green jacket ceremony, Mickelson asked 
the crowd for a moment of silence to pray for 
‘Woods’ father, Earl, who could not travel to Au- 
gusta for the fist time because of cancer. 

"Joining Woods at 4-under 284 were Couples 
(71), Retief Goosen (69), Chad Campbell (71) 
and Jose Maria Olazabal, whose 66 was the best 
score all week on the super-sized course. 

But it was Couples who had the best chance to. 
challenge Mickelson, and had he won, it would 
have been especially poignant. 

"Ts is the 20-year anniversary of Jack Nick- 
laus stunning back-nine charge to win his sith 
green jacket at age 46. Couples was poised to be 
‘come the oldest Masters champion—46 years, six 
‘months—and he hung with Mickelson ший his 
purer betrayed him. 

First came a three-putt on the 11th, his 3-foot 
par putt spinning around the cup. On the 14th 
hole, Couples had a 4foot birdie putt to pull 
within one shot. It caught the lip and spun 6 feet 
away, and he missed that one, too. 

“1 didn't hit the ball like 1 was 46," Couples 
said. “1 putted like was 66." 

‘Mickelson poured icon with an eagle chip that 
caught the lip on the 15th, and steady pars ће 
rest of the way until the 18th. 

"Then it was off to Butler Cabin, where Woods 
slipped the green jacket on Mickelsoris shoulders. 

‘Mickelson became the first Masters champion 
since Sandy Lyle in 1988 to win the week before. 
coming to Augusta, Mickelson captured the Bell- 
South Classic last week by 13 shots. 

"This tournament was closer, but it sure didit 
seem that way. 

Hetcoka one-shot lead into the final round by 
making the fewest mistakes on Sunday morning, 
‘when the rain-delayed third round was complet- 
fed in cool, mostly calm conditions. Mickelson 
shot 70 and was at under 212, the highest 54- 
hole score to lead the Masters since 1989. Cou- 
ples shot 72, making two birdies on the final four 
holes to get into the final group. 

There was a five-way tie fr the lead earlyin the 
final round— Mickelson, Couples, Campbell, Roc 
‘co Mediate and Miguel Angel Jimenez — ай at 4 
‘under before making the tum. But it didnt last. 

Mickelson took the outright lead with a long 
pitch to the par-S eighth that checked up 2 feet 
behind the hole for birdie, and everyone else ei- 
ther stalled or spiraled, none worse than Mediate 
‘who had a 10 on the par-3 12th АР 
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“When we come out with that type of focus 
and energy, its tough for teams to beat us,” he 
said. 

“When we play like that, we make it look 
easy” 

Chauncey Billups and Tony Delk both 
added 11 points for Detroit, while Antonio 
McDyess also was in double-figures with 10. 

Tt was a costly loss for the Pacers, who 
slipped to a season-worst four games under 
'500, leaving them just one game ahead of 
Chicago and Philadelphia, who are tied for 
the last playoff spot in the Eastern Confer- 

Indiana has lost seven of its past eight 
games. 

"Vie will just not play defense," Jermaine 
O'Neal told reporters. 

"At this point we don't deserve to be in the 
playoffs.” 

‘Stephen Jackson’ led Indiana with 15 
points, while O'Neal added 12. 

After a sluggish first quarter the Pistons 
played a solid game the rest of the way, taking 
а 10-point lead at the half and increasing it to 
20 points after three quarters. 

Coach Flip Saunders then emptied his 
bench to give the reserves playing time, but 


AMERICAN Andy Roddick reacts after winning the third 
set against Chile's Fernando Gonzalez during their Davis 
Cup quarterfinals tennis match Sunday. Roddick won. ar 


the Pistons just increased their lead in the 
fourth to win their fifth straight home game 
and 21stofhis last 22. 

In Milwaukee, Jason Kidd recorded his 
eighth triple-double of the season and 75th of 
his career as the New Jersey Nets beat the 
Bucks 95-83. 

Vince Carter led New Jersey with 25 points 
as the Nets rebounded quickly after their 14- 
gaine winning streak was ended by Cleveland 
on Saturday. 

TJ. Ford had 19 points for the Bucks, who 
have lost four straight. 

In Minneapolis, Trenton Hassell scored the 
game-winning basket with 1.9 seconds left to 
give the Minnesota Timberwolves an 84-83 
‘win over the Atlanta Hawks. 

Rashad McCants bad 28 points and Mark 
Blount added 17 for the TWolves, who were 
without Kevin Garnett, who sat out the game 
with tendonitis in his right knee. 

It ended a streak of 351 games without 
missing a start for the Minnesota star. 

Zaza Pachulia had 13 points and 12 re- 
bounds for the Hawks. Reuters 


SOLAR Spots wil air Ње Dalias-LA Clppers tussle at 
11:30am today 


ORLANDO Magic's Keyon Dooling (right) barges into Miami Heat's 


Michael Doleac for a charging foul. 


Argentina hosts Australia; 
Russia faces US Cuppers 


LONDON—ARGENTINA JOINED 
fierce rivals Australia in the Davis 
Cup semi-finals on Sunday when 
Juan Ignacio Chela held his nerve 
to seal a 3-2 quarter-final victory 
over injury hit holders Croatia. 

Russia also advanced to the last 
four thanks to Dmitry Tursunov's 
tense fest win over teenager 
Richard Gasquet of France. 

In September's semi-finals Ar- 
gentina host Australia, who com- 
pleted a 5-0 whitewash of Belarus 
earlier on Sunday. 

‘Argentina hammered the Aus- 
tralians 4-1 in an ill-tempered 
‘quarter-final last year in Sydney. 

Russia will play the United 
‘States, who took an unassailable 
3-1 lead over Chile in California. 

Chela beat Croatian Sasa Tuk- 
sar, the world number 159 stand- 
ing in for the injured Mario Ancic, 
3-6 6-4 7-6 7-6 to put the Argen- 
tines through to their 
mi-final in five years. 

He fought back 
down to clinch victory after Croa- 
Чез top-ranked player and team 

the 


Red Sox, Yankees 
hurdle opponents 


BALTIMORE—TIM WAKEFIELD 
pitched six perilous innings without 
‘allowing an earned run, leading the 
Boston Red Sox past the Baltimore 
Orioles 4-1 fora three-game sweep 
inthe American League on Sunday. 
‘Adam Stern drove in two runs for 
the Red Sox, whose 5-1 start is their 
best since 1999. Boston ouscored 
Baltimore 20-10 in the series and has 
wen eight straight against the Orioles. 
Тог the Red Sox, the best part 
about their good start is that it oc- 
‘curred on the road. Boston plays 
its home opener Tuesday against 
Toronto. 
"T think Fenway will be jumping. 
Irsa great way to go home," Boston 
manager Terry Francona said. 
sidein 
order only once. The knuckleballer 


twice worked out of bases-loaded 
jams, and stranded 10 runners be- 
fore leaving with a 4-1 ead. He low- 
ered his ERA from 17.18 t0 652. 

“Нез tou 
thing moving, зо as an offense you 
have to start uying to ger base hits 
and not overswing,” Orioles manag- 
ет Sam Perlozzo said. “Sometimes 
‘we geta linie too anxious. We need- 
edto take what he gives us” 

‘Complete resus: LA Dodgers 6, Pad 
pla 2; Gerd 3; Minnesota 2 PW 6, LA 
Dodgers 3, Tanpa Bay 5. Toronto 2 NY Mes 
3, Rnd 2; Разы S Cina, Boston 
4, amore t: Azra 7, Miwa 0; Teas 
S Dave 3 Howson 7, Washington 3; hie 
o White Sox 3, Kansas Dy 1; NY Vales 
3, LA Anges 1; Ойша 6, Sete & Cdt- 
оа 10, San Digo 4 San Fancisco 6, At- 
tata, Chicago Cabs £ 504, 


h when he's got that 


АР 


holders level at 2-2 with a 6-3 6-4 
6-4 win over David Nalbandian in 
Sunday's first singles rubber. 

Ljubicic confirmed he was 
stepping down as team captain 
and said: "We have no regrets as 
‘Tuksar played his heart out today 
and was very unfortunate to lose 
avery tight match." 

France suffered their first de- 
feat in five ties staged in Pau 
‘when Tursunov stepped manfully 
into the shoes of injured compa- 
triot Nikolay Davydenko to ex: 
pose Gasquet’ inexperience. 

"Tursunov won 6-1 3667 63 7- 
S against the 19-year-old, eventual 
ly quelling the Frenchman with his 
greater power and consistency to 
give Russia a decisive 3-1 lead. 

Mihail Youzhny ien beat 
Michael Llodra 62 46 7-6 to wrap 
upa 41 quarterfinal win for Russia. 

“t wouid have been more difficult 
for me #1 bad not served so well" 
said Tursunov, who is ranked 34 

“vis hard to describe what feel 
because I won the third poin, the 
опе sending us through. In Davis 
Cup, you play for the team and Tm 


IRON MAN: Tomoald Kanemoto, 38-year-old outfielder of 
the Hanshin Tigers, shows offa plate commemorating his 
‘904th straight game without missing an inning at Osaka. 
Dome, Japan, Apri 9. Kanemoto set the unofficial world 
record of durability on Sunday after tying the Major League 
‘baseball record of 903 games by Cal Ripken jr. Saturday. ares 


Aussie swimmers boost stock; Chinese move up 


AUSTRALIA'S Lisbeth Lentona on her way to winning the women's. 
100 meter butterfly final in a time of 56.61, during the final day of the 
8th FINA World Short Course Swimming Championships. 


SHANGHAI-AUSTRALIAS WO- 
теп added to their towering rep- 
utation at the World Shor 
ing Champior 
ships while China showed signs 
ofa renaissance ahead of the Bei- 


Course Swi 


jing Olympics. 


Sprint queen Libby Lenton 
took five titles, matching her per- 
formance at last month's Cor 
monwealth Games, as Austral 
easily topped the medals table 
with 12 gold medals ahead of the 


United States on six. 


Lenton, who burst onto the 
scene with three gold medals at 
last years long-course World 
‘Championships, warned that the 
Australian women were just get- 


ting started. 


“I know 1 have a lot to leam 
and improve and its ti 


with the rest ofthe girs, which is 
ргепу exciing leading into the 
2008 Olympic Games,” said the 
21-year-old. 

Both the United States and Aus- 
пайа were missing their biggest 
stars with Michael Phelps, Aaron 
Резо, Grant Hackett and lan 
"Thorpe all bypassing the event. 

‘But Australia brought an almost 
fallstength women’s lineup that 
dleaned up with eight tides. 

"The mens team, under pressure 
after their Commonwealth Games 
flop, were left to rely on veteran 
Matt Welsh, who scored an individ- 
ual hattrick and helped win the 
4xl00m medley relay. 

The United States struggled 
without its biggest names but шь 
eanhed а gem in 2lyearold 
Ryan Lochte, who broke two 


world records in the 200m back- 
stroke and 200m medley. 

Ryk Neethling carried South 
Africa, whose top performer 
Roland Schoeman pulled out at 
the last minute, with three indi- 
vidual titles. 

“Tve had a very good season 
and this is the icing on the cake," 
hesi 

But it was China that grabbed 
attention with three wins on the 
Final night to finish third on the 
medals table. 

China has failed го perform on 
the world stage after a series of 
doping scandals since the mid- 
19905 but is placing a strong em 
phasis on aquatics ahead of the 
next Olympics 

“This is a beautiful show. said 
head coach Zhang Yadong. AFP 


happy to have done what the team. 
‘was expecting me to do.” 

Russia also beat France in last 
year’s quarter-finals and the 2002 
final in Paris. 

"Tm a bit fed up to lose against 
the Russians,” admitted France 
captain Guy Forget. 

Australia had already clinched 
their semi-final spot by winning the 
frst three rubbers against Belarus. 

‘On Sunday they completed а 
rout when Wayne Arthurs defeat 
ей Sergui Tarasevitch 7-6 6-2 and 
Chris Guccione earned a crushing 
61 63 win over Belarussian 
rookie Alexandr Zotov. 

Australian number one Leyton 
Hewitt has had several run-ins with 
‘Argentine players and looking 
ahead tothe semifinals. 

‘Andy Roddick defeated Chile's 
Fernando Gonzalez 4-6 7-5 6:3 6- 
2 in Rancho Mirage to guide the 
United States into the semis. 

‘World number four Roddick 
withstood a spirited early charge 
from Gonzalez, who was serving 
brilliantly and controlling play 
from the backcourt. Reuters 


Wang wants 
China stint 


BEUING—CHINESE NBA PIONEER 
Wang Zhizhi remed home on 
Monday after а four-year exile, 
humbly declaring his desire to play 
again for China after his career inthe 
worlds biggest league was cut short, 

"realized I made a big mistake,” 
the Xinhua news agency quoted the 
2.12-meter (seven-foot) center as 
saying after arriving at Beijing air- 
роп, in reference to his decision to 
forsake national duties in prefer- 
ence for the NBA. 

“| want to say sorry to my fans 
and то the Bayi team which 
trained me and gave me the 
chance to play in the NBA.” 

‘Wang became the first Chinese 
cager to play in the National Bas- 
ketball Association when he 
made his debut with the Dallas 
Mavericks in 2002. 

But he was expelled from Chi- 
na's-national team after he re- 
fused to represent his country in 
the 2002 Asian Games in South 
Korea, and he had remained in 
the United States since, АЕР 
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Final day kick & 
from jins give 


NATIONAL MASTER DARWIN LAYLO BEAT NM. 
Roderick Nava in the eighth round Monday to 
keep the solo lead in the 2006 National Chess 
‘Championship finals for men and women at the 
Market Shopping Mall in Mandaluyong City 

Following а draw with NM John Paul 
Gomez in the seventh round last Sunday, Day- 
10 boosted his total to 7.0 points and moved 
closer toward earning а slot in the Chess 
Olympiad set in Turin, Italy, next month. 

“es sll hard to predict because there's a long. 
way to go." said Laylo, who won after 46 moves 
ofa Reti Opening. "I just have to stay focus." 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER —. 


ы SPORTS . 
Laylo keeps lead;Yap stuns Gonzales 


‘The men’s event staking three berths is slat- 
ed for 13 rounds while the distaff side is set 
for 11 rounds. Grandmasters Mark Paragua, 
Eugene Torre and Joey Antonio have been 
seeded to the men’s team by the National 
Chess Federation of the Philippines headed by 
Rep. Prospero "Butch" Pichay. 

Gomez, the two-time RP junior champion, 
sealed another draw with NM Mirabeau Maga in 
15 moves ofan English Opening totally 65 points 
and share 2nd to Sth places with Maga and Fide 
Masters Oliver Dimalaling and Jesse Noel Sales. 

Cebus Kim Steven Yap edged GM candidate 


=g 
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Malate crown 


ByMarc Anthony Reyes ерду 


MALATE LITERALLY GOT 
ıa inal day kick from its 
taekwondo jins Sunday 
night, leapiogging бот 
"he bottom half of the 

to the overall 
Championship of the ith 


-6 s B 
STANDINGS 

Malate 595765 
Abad Santos 515130 
Dapitan — 504237 
Binondo-—: 43 28 20, 
Paco 33 2530 
Sta. Стиг 32 2228 
Pandacan ~ 31 3027 


Ali Atienza. 


Аай Santos, from Dis- 
twice 2, was leading the 


wondo Contingent domi- 
mated taekwondo action, 
Considered asthe highlight 
of Фе weeklong event or- 
ganized by бе Mania 
Spons Council headed by 


‘Manila Youth Games at the 
Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 
Representing the fifth 
district of Manila, Malate 
won 35 ‘of the 60 gold 
medals disputed in the final day and totaled 
59-gold, 57-айег and 65-bronze medals to 
nip Abad Santos for overall honors. 
'Malate's bets from the Manila Taelavon- 
до Club, PTA Central Gym and Phil. Taek- 


Ermita 
Sta. Ana 


712191931 


Espana 2] 


medal tally ший noon Sun- 
day only to faker in taek- 
wondo and lose the gains it 
had in athletics, gymnastics 
and swimming. The contin- 
gent settled for second place with a 51-51- 
Sotally 
alate was in eighth place overall 
before the start of taekwondo action. 
And its bets started the domination 


181812 
1318 


by holding its own over powerhouse 
teams University of the East and Uni- 
versity of Santo Tomas, which still ac- 
counted for seven and five golds 
medals, respectively 

“We are already starting to identify 
which area in the city could deliver in 
which sport,” Atienza said. "That would 
help a lot in focusing our funds and en- 
ergy for sports development in Manila." 


Jayson Gonzales in the seventh round and drew 
‘with Sales in the eighth to tie GM Buenaventura. 
Vilamayor, IM Ronald Dableo, IM Petronio Roca, 
ЕМ Wesley So, NM Rolando Nolte and NM Julius 
Joseph de Ramos at 6.0 points. 

"Woman International Master Sheerie Joy 
Lomibao trounced Chardine Charadee Cama- 
cho after 30 moves of a Torre Attack to share 
the lead after seven rounds in the distaff side. 

Lomibao was at 5.5 points with МАМ 
Catherine Perena, sisters and WNMs Sherily 
and Shercilla Cua and WNM Loreshyl Cuizon. 

NM Marlon Bernardino 


JENNESSE Pearl Paolite of PCU rules the women’s long jump event. sconacrow 


Promising athletes discovered from the 
Games include Ingrid lustre of swimming 
and Joselito Vinluan of the Pandacan- 
based Manila Seahawks. Both captured 
nine gold medals each and were pro- 
claimed Best Performers of the meet. 

Mage Wagan and Bleau Berry Gulfan of 
‘Abad Santos High School won five golds 
each in gymnastics along with trackster 
Emeriyb Elesca. 


F 


SPORTS FESTIVAL 


Tanauan City Mayor Sonia 
"Torres Aquino makes the 
ceremonial break in 


who 


billiards, launching the 
Tanauan Sports Festival last 
week. The event features 
hundreds of city residents 
vie in at least six 
events. To Ms Aquino’s right 
Tanauan sports 
commissioner Totie Leus. 
The launching coincided 
with the mayor’s birthday. 
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FBL clinics with Banal 


MULTETITLED COACH JOEL BA- 
nal, who has led different teams 
to the NCAA, UAAP and the PBA 
championships, will be one of the 
key personalities behind the Fu- 
tures Basketball Camp (FBC) set 
to start April 19 at the Victoria's 
Place Subdivision Clubhouse bas- 
ketball gym in Pasig City. 

Banal, who was head coach of 
‘Talk М Text up to early this year, 
will be camp consultant while 
Bong Go serves as camp director. 


‘The basketball campis presented 
by Primovit Multivitamins and 
capsules and supported by Dunlop 
Balls, Adidas, Gatorade, and Su. 
Lucia Property Management Corp., 
is open to boys and girls, 8 to 14 
years old and runs for 10 sessions of 
2hours each until May 2. 

‘Camp fee is P2500 for the 10 
lessons. For inquiries, contact 
FBC coordinator Glenn de Leon, 
0915-5948308, and Franzi Brit- 
ton, Futures office, 411-5065. 


Taguig five 
regains old 
form, rips 
Sta. Rosa 


TAGUIG CITY— 
Forward Taguig 
flashed is old 
form to rout the 
Laguna-Sta. Rosa 
Pistons, 8975, 
Sunday night in 
the биете 
BrandyNBC na- 
Чопай basketball 
championship atthe CP Tinga gym here. 

With their first win in two games, Mayor Fred- 
die Tinga’s Taguig cagers tied idle Batang Tagay- 
tay for second place in the northem division 
while dealing the Pistons of Gov. Teresita “Ningn- 
ing" Lazaro and Mayor Joey Katindig their third 
straight los. 

After a slow start which saw them ahead by 
only four, 42-38, at the tur, coach Danny Gavier~ 
теў Taguig boys exploded with 24 points while 
limiting their rivals to 10 in the third period to 
break the contest wide open. 

The tourney sponsored by Panasoic, Sulpi- 
io Lines, Natures Spring Mineral Water, 
Spring Cooking Oil, Regent Foods, firefly 
Lightings, Molten and Prime Channel takes a 
Holy Week break. Action will resume on April 
18 here with Laguna-Sta. Rosa facing Batang 
Tagaytay at 4 p.m. and Spring Cooking Oil- 
Parafiaque meeting Forward Taguig at 6. 

The scores: 

TAGUIG 89—Sragesin 19, Victoria 14, Abad 11, 
Legaspi 8, Santiago 6, Lustestica 6, Constantino 5, Castro 
4, Patrimonio 4, Uy 3, Dulay 3, Dela Rosa 2, Acion 2, 
тараты 2. 

LAGUNA 75—Hhugul 20, Domingo 13, Proceso 11, In- 
tano 9, Апётало 7, Nada 6, Uy 4, Nolasco 2, Baylon 
a 

Quarters: 19-18, 42-38, 86-48, 89-75 


NORTHERN DIVISION 
STANDINGS 

+ Spring-Pfaque. 
Batang Tagaytay 
Forward Taguig 
Pangasinan 
Bacchus/Harbour 
Laguna-S. Rosa 


Underwater hockey clinic 
PIONEER PROMOTER OF UNDERWATER 
hockey in the Philippines and NAUI Instruc- 
tor/Lifetime member, Boying Santos-Viola, 
willbe conducting an 8-day Level 1 Underwa- 
ter Hockey Clinic. The course will be a combi- 
mation of 1.5-hr lectures with training videos 
and poll sessions totaling to 12 hours of fun- 
filled instructions. Training dates will be from 
April 18 to May 25. Underwater hockey is an 
exhilarating team building activity and а 
great alternative sport to swimming and seu 
фа diving. For details, call Boying at 9278492 
ог09215014550. 
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JOIN OUR EXCITING EASTER EGG HUNT 
IN YOUR FAVORITE ANIME COSTUME 
AND GET A CHANCE TO WIN A 
FABULOUS PRIZE ! ! 
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Holiday Inn Clark Philippines 
Manes Drive, Mimosa Laure Estate, Chark, Pampanga Рр 
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or (045) $99 6000 fox (02) £43 1363 
nad hac@eometrkcom, 


1 ADMIRE PEOPLE IN SPORTS WHO 
achieved success by dint of hard work, sports 
men who rose to celebrity status because they 
are honest and fair in dealing with their fel- 
lowmen. Two of these achievers are horse 
owners breeders Hermie Esguerra and Purch 
Puyat, who emerged—for the umpteenth 
time horse racing's leading money earners. 

According to the Philippine Racing Com- 
mission, the governing body for the sport, Es- 
guerra leads the money race with total win- 
nings of P4, 486,683.71 as of February this 
year while Puyat is second with total earnings 
оР322542573. 

Known to the legions ОЁ racing fans as the 
‘owner of super horse Wind Blown, Esguerra is 
at the top of the Philracom list after 85 races 
‘with 17 first-place victories, 19 runner-up fin- 
ishes, 15 third and nine fourth places. 

‘On the other hand, Puyat took second after. 
86 runs with 14 victories, 10 runner-up finish- 
es eight third and 14 fourth places. 

А perennial top money eamer since 2001, 
Esguerra said he just wanted to find a new di- 
version when he got hooked on horse racing. 
“Bur really got serious with my involvement 
in racing in 2001, when 1 acquired Wind 
Blown, then already a champion horse, from 
Sandy Javier” said the dapper sportsman 
whose other favorite sports are golf and bas- 
ketball. 

Now happily retired to stud, Wind Blown 
won record earnings of P18,978,605.50 in 49 
stans since launching his career in 1999 as a 
two-year-old galloper Esguerra is now pinning 
his hopes on another premier horse, the four- 
year-old chestnut colt Real Spicy. However, a 
reported “breakup” with trainer Andrew 
Sanchez, a former Philracom chair, has sent 
Real Spicy toa new trainer, Jojie Panlilio. Dito 
the other horses trained by Sanchez to the pool 
of Herma Stable trainers. 

Puyat is bes remembered for having served 
as president of the prestigious Metropolitan 
‘Assocation of Race Horse Owners fora total of 
15 years (seven straight from 1986 to 1992 
and eight from 1996 to 2005). He is likewise 
‘noted for his other contributions to sports such 
as bowling (where he, together with elder 
brother Popit, supported four-time World Cup 
champion Paeng Nepomuceno) and billiards 
where he bankrolled the successful campaign 
ofthe Philippine men’s and women's squads in 
last years 23rd Southeast Asian Games, and 
the intemational sint of the star-studded Puy- 

team led by Efren "Bata" Reyes, Fran- 
on" Pagulayan. 

Puyat is опе of a kind. Bom to an óld-rich 


Esguerra, Puyat top earners again 


CLEAN LiviNG 
STENT 
Manolo R. Iñigo pe Da 


and politically prominent family, he is surpris- 
ingly approachable, soft spoken and humble. 
“Му first love is horse racing" he said, adding. 
he wasnt even keen on billiards before. But all 
this changed when he stared sponsoring Bata. 
Reyes and Co. in the early 1980s. Since then, 
Puyat has been acting as а second father to the. 
players, most of whom were school dropouts, 
by guiding them in handling their eamings ' 
and teaching them how to dress properly 0 
was told he even requested Reyes to wear long 
sleeve shins during the recent launching of the 
2006 Wold Росі Championship at the Manila 
Hotel. Reyes did not disappoint. 

Tn the Philracom money derby lawyer Ed- 
‘mond Moreno is third with total winnings of 
Р2,931,74077 after 86 races on 11 wins, nine 
second, 13 third and 11 fourth places. Also in 
the top 20 are Nardy Naval, P264 milion; 
"Tony de Ubago, P245 milion; Eric Tagle, P209. 
millon; Antonio Floirendo Sr, P195 milion; 
KIN Express, P194 million; Ed Gonzalez, 
P1.83 milion; Jun Almeda, PL83 milion; Nar- 
ciso Morales, P1.78 milion; PBA player Paolo 
Mendoza, P1.73 million; Red N Stable, P1.63 
million; Romy Hernandez, P1.56 million; Hon- 
orato Neri, P1.55 million; Grace Coronel, P1.52 
milion; David Lee, Р1.5 milion; Jun Paman, 
PL49 milion; Mario Tan, P147 milion; and 
Jaime Zulueta, P1.366 million. 

Philracom chair Jaime Dilag cited the horse 
owners breeders for their full support to the 
racing indusy including the sports direct 
players like the jockeys, trainers, stakes race 
sponsors and the acing publi. 

‘SPORTS’ WALK OF FAME. My suki, Paul 
Montel of Marikina Ciry, wrote recently: “The 
movie industry has already started implement- 
ing its "Walk of Fame’ project аг Eastwood. 
When wil the sports community start its own 
“Walk of Fame project? If and when this wor- 
thy project will be implemented by the sports 
people, allow me to give a list of sports heroes 
‘who deserve to be in this Walk of Pame. Here 
is that list not necessarily in their order of im- 
portance: Flash Elorde, Robert Jaworski, An- 
thony Villanueva, Onyok Velasco, Manny Pac- 
quia, Alvin Patrimonio, Ambrosio Padilla, Ly- 
dia de Vega, Elma Muros, Paeng Nepomuceno, 
Danny Florencio, Ramon Fernandez, etc." 
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Trouble on Sesame Street 


NEW YORK—THE CREATORS six months, outraging some called "Sesame Beginnings 

of the children’s program. child-development experts are intended to be watched by 
“Sesame Street” are releasing a whofeelnoformofTVorvideo parents along with their smail 
new line of videos Tuesday tar. is suitable for kids under 2. _ children. Sesame Workshop de- 7 
geted for viewers as young as The DVDs—part of a series TROUBLE А24 
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‘Tdol producer 
leads RP team 


follow an "dc manual, dubbed 
a "bible" to the letter 
AS A SUPERVISING PRODUCER ^ "We are very protective of the 
Gf the “Idol” franchise, Briton 1807 format because И works," 
Sheldon Bailey has seen fre and she explained. We prefer that ev- 
ln and everything im be. eryone stick to the basie suc 
Eween in the four comers ofthe ture However, within the struc- 
warid., ure we can adapt” 
in Southeast Asia, its very She cited as examples the 
hot,” she recalled. “I varying жк the 
wes in Norway, near serie ш different 
the Arctic Gite, last INQUIRER countries—a result of 
December and it was fheir compliance to lo- 
minus 23. Still, the EXCLUSIVE cal customs, traditions 
giris were in skimpy sors 
бенен They would in. Arable coun. 
do anything, including travel 13 tries, the “Idol” show is called 
hours m ferries across fords [to “Superstar” so as not to offend 
audition)!” the Islamic faithful, she said. 
А “We also call it ‘Superstar in 
Massive Germany because the German 


Shes also been to suifetom word for "dof is cose to 
territories in the Middle East and Fuhrer.” CE ON 500 PRINTS 
former" European communist Те Arabian show “shocked S 

countries people,” she recounted. "о 

dot is massive in Easter Eu- Gams debated about inthe Par- 
rope? she said. “Ме have Polish, lament in Jordan: Our team re- Pron 
Croatian, Serbian and Russian ceived death threats from the anie t 


Idols. Were everywhere. We're Hamas, ший the Palestinian Is- 
now in 35 countries." lamist organization relented be- 
Bailey and three other super- cause ofthe shows popularity" 
vising producers in Fremantle: The countries’ musical genres 
V gars eee ase gies respect and BEA Purchase any Kodak EasyShare digital camera and get ten (10) 50% discount vouchers for 50 prints* on 

ers” because they travel all over ей in local versions. Kodak Royal or Edge paper. 


the globe, to “coordinate and , For the “Philippine Idol,” Origi- Ces poe 
па ре amma io the local jal Piping Mase wil be show Promo runs from Apri 1 to May 31, 2006. ЕЗ Коа ак 1 
production teams." cased extensively. Discount vouchers valid unti = 

‘She has been assigned to EPS PAROS 


Start enjoying endless fun taking pictures with your new Kodak EasyShare digital camera and begin sharing 
these memories on real Kodak prints at half the price! 


“philippine Idol,” which pre- Six months 3 
miereson ABC S in July "When 1 was in Singapore, they 
She was in Manila last week to told me that the level of talent in 
lay the groundwork for the local the Philippines is fantastic” o d 7 
version of the hugely popular re- recalled. "In the original ‘Pop isimdir 
ality talent search. Idol’ in England we had 700 ы 
Before arriving in Manila, she hours of audition footage from 
was in France, Portugal, Poland, three cities.” 
Germany Israel and Canada. ‘Considering the wealth of tal 
"Tm currently doing my Asian ent in the Philippines, the local 
Idol tour” she told Ivqumsm En- , production team could potential. 
terainment. "rom Singapore, 1 |y face, "thousands of hours of 
flew to the Philippines and then footage . . . The team will have no 
TI go to Indonesia." lives for the next six months,” she 
a these countries, franchisees said, laughing. 


12 Boracay trips for two* up for grabs 
starting October 16, 2005. 


Here's your chance to finally enjoy 
the pleasures of this world-famous island getaway. 


Every P1,000 spending gives you 1 raffle entry. 
Apply for an Equitable Travel Card and receive ten (10) bonus raffle entries 
upon approval. Plus, international transactions made during the promo 
period give you 3 bonus raffle entries 


Promo period: October 16, 2005 to April 15, 2006 


APPLY NOW! 


867-7977 


worw.oqultablecard.com 
1-800- 1888-3264 
(Somentie Toli-Pree) 
+ package includes round aere and топает, 5 days 2 rights accommodation, daly residet 
емде in the promo are Equitable MasterCard Local and Gold, Equitable Travel Card MasterCard жее fyers fr deals 
Equitable MasterCard afines and cobrended cards er DING Рота No. 5639, Sees ol 2005. 
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` Origins of theater world's superstitious beliefs unearthed 


WHY DO STAGE PEOPLE WHIS- 
pet “Break a leg” to each other be- 
fore a performance? Why are 
peanuts a no-no backstage? Why 
are actors instructed not to whis- 
Че before and during a perfor- 
mance? 

More generally why are there so 
many superstitious beliefs attached 
to the theater? Director John Caird 
has studied the matter thoroughly, 
poring through old sourcebooks to 
unearth the “practical” origins of 
those "belie. 

‘So, stage buffs, now you know: 

"Break a leg.” The legend says 
actors should wish each other good 
Tuck this way, since to actually say 
"Good luck” might tempt malicious 
spirits to deliver the opposite. 

“Historically, however, one expla- 
nation is that the theater tradition 
of wishing colleagues to "break a 
leg" derived Бот actors who 
‘would bend at the knee, or break 
the line of the leg, to take a bow, or 
to pick up tossed coins of apprecia- 
tion, 

Another has to do with curtains 
being referred to as "legs," so a bro- 
ken leg meant that the curtain 
‘would have wom out from overuse 
‘over multiple curtain calls. 

Мо whistling backstage. Leg- 
end says don't do it, misfortune will 
follow. Where it comes from: sailors 


oft in theaters and 

les as cue signals 
Someone's absentminded tune 
could bring а backdrop or curtain 
їп at the wrong time—or, worse, 
down on someone's head. 

No peanuts. Because chewed 
peanut bits could lodge in an actors 
throat, make him cough, and ruin 
the delivery of his пех 


Other superstitious beliefs 
NEVER wear blue onstage. This 
comes from Renaissance times, 
‘when indigo was a pricey dye, and 
апу troupe that would lavish mon- 
еу on such a frivolous aspect of the. 
production was not likely to be 
profitable. 

No peacock feathers. Legend 
says those quills can kill. Where it 
comes from: The patterns on the 
feather too closely resembles the 
evil eye, 2 portent of terrible conse- 
‘quences, including death 

Caird debunks the belief that 
Shakespeare's “Macbeth” is an“un- 
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d that people staging bear with the superstitious beliefs 


tors dont want to utter. the final 
line of a play in rehearsals: “Old 
theater troupes didnt want their 
play to feel entirely finished ший 
opening night еп could the 
Test line be finally spoken.” 

Some of these superstitious be- 
lies hold sway in local theater. But 
they cant hold a candle to the even 
more florid superstitious notions 
that rule the local movie scene 
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their movies on an 
date, or when there's 
Others make ita point not to use. 
the word “itim” in their movie 
ties, believing it to be “malas. 
‘And, some stars are те 
unlucky after their movies бор, so 
produces stop casting them in 
Their new films. scheduled more fora on ге 
Tes all very subjective, of course sible televiewing in vari- 
but some producers take ir serious- ous parts of the country, like 
hapless stars who are 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 
Lenten Feature: 
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veloped the shows 
with help of experts 
from Zero to Three, 
a well-regarded 
nonprofit advocacy 
group. 

Despite that pres- 
tigious partnership, 
the project has 
drawn fire from oth- 
er experts who note 
that the American 
Academy of Pedi- 
atrics advises 
against TV viewing 
for children under 
2. They fear the 
Sesame brand and 
Zero to Three's en- 
dorsement will con- 
vince many parents 
their infants would 
benefit from watch- 
ing videos. 

“There is no evi- 
dence that screen 
media is beneficial 
or babies and 
growing evidence it 
may be harmful" 
sald фе Boston- 
based Campaign for 
а Commercial-Free 
Childhood. 


Huge market 

There already is a 
huge US market for 
videos aimed at ir 
fants: “Teletubbies 
has been on the air 
for nearly a decade, 
sometimes drawing 
Similar criticism 
and The Walt Di 
ney Со. Baby Bin- 
stein products are 
very lucrative, 

Sesame Work 
shop had stayed out 
ofthis field, but says 
it now has found an 
effective way to pro- 
mote interaction be- 
tween parents and 
children under 2— 
Something its exec 
btives say other 
Shows do not do 
well 

“We didnt go into 
this in an impulsive 
way?” зай Rose- 
marie Truglio, 
Sesame Workshop's 
vice president of ed- 
tation. and те. 
search, "We wanted 
fo invite the parent 
into the viewing sit- 
tation.” 


Baby Elmo 

‘The videos show 
characters such as 
Baby Elmo and Baby 
Big Bird with their 
parents or care- 
givers, | going 
through daily rou- 
tines like feeding 
and bedtime. 

‘Truglio contends 
there is no scientific 
research justifying 
the “extreme recom 
mendation” from 
the pediatrics 
academy to keep the 
youngest children 
away from TV. 

“We're not advo- 
cating just plopping 
kids in front of a TV 
screen," she said. 

Dr. kyle Pruett, a 
child development 
expert at Yale Uni- 
Versity and member 
of Zero to Three's 
board, initially was 
skeptical of the new 
videos but said his 
views have 
changed. 

“These are the ab- 
solute antithesis of 
park your-baby-in. 
front-of-the-TV 
kind of videos,” he 
said, “They ше 
thoughtful, infor 
mative—its not a 
corporate campaign 
trying to draw kids 
imolVlfe" АР 
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Barrett's backing out of | 
the movie she was sup- 
posed ro do with Bong Re: Dolly Ann 
illa. I would have been La з 
ыз самка venice, Сагајаі 
Moviegoers are dying to see 
the face that launched a thousand shrieks af 
tera long, long while. 

But just when i was all systems go, Gretch 
got wind of a text message that Bong’s wife 
Ta Mercado sent to her close friends. The 
message read: “Kung kaw si Land pagkak 
dla mo Da ang asawa mong si Set Bong Rævil- 
la makapareha si Gretchen а pelikula?” Naru- 
тшу this Фазл si too wel with Greteh so she. 
decided to call the whole thing off. It wasn't 

| worth the aggravation, Gretch decided, con- 
йер what a charmed Ше she already en 
joys 

Many controversies ago, Gretch and Bong 
were Tomantically linked. But now they are 


open for advance screenings, product launches, concerts, 
school events and other organizational functions. PLUS! 
Exclusive screenings of blockbuster fims. 


Me e ES 


Department 687-7945 to 47 -633-4446 636-2894 locals 14/15 


CINEMAS 
Gert Abe 


AS 


- both happy with their own 


partners so the past shouldn't} 


though Lanis text mal 
seem that she's still affected 
by the issue that has long 
been buried in show biz 
archives. Oh well... whats a 
wife to do if her husband is 
perpetually linked, right or wrong, to so many 
women? 

T texted both Gretch and Lani for the real 
score. Lani’s reply: “It would be best to get 
Bongs statement. | sent Gretchen flowers 
with a card saying thank you for your kind 
words in Ricky's column. The text message I 
sent to six friends was just to solicit advice. If T 
have offended you, I'm sorry. Thanks for valu- 
ing our friendship. Sana ‘wag na ito humaba, 
Dolly and may [it have a] peaceful ending” 

‘The title of the movie is “Kapag Tumibok ang 
Puso (Not Once but Twice).” Lani has survived 
countless intrigues about Bongs "Don Juan" 
‘ways so by now she should be immune to its 
controversies already, huh? 

‘And here's Gretch'stext-back: “I plan to pro- 
duce my own movie na lang. Nope, 1 didn't re- 
ceive any flowers from Lani, [not] yet. Bong 
hasn't stopped calling and texting to apologize. 
Tve [turned off] my cell [phone]. 1 need rest 
Thanks, dear Luv ya.” 

‘Knowing Gretch, she's got too much class to 
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LANI Mercado and Bong Revilla 


‘Ihave 
turned 
off my 
phone, 
she says. 
‘Ineed 
to rest 
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Customer Service tent 


THE HILLS 
HAVE EYES. 
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GRANDMA'S BOY 


BANDIDAS. 


letinanities get the better of her. 

Since its Holy Week, may peace prevail be- 
tween the two camps and may other show biz 
erring factions also call a cease-fire. Don't seize 
the day for chika, I's Holy Tuesday. Time to 
cease the day for intrigues. 


Heaven on earth 

My kids, sis and I had a glorious pre-Holy 
Week vacation in Baguio. Endless thanks to the 
lovable resident manager of Camp John Hay 
‘Manor Hotel, Jocelyn Ompoc, and to the gra 
cious staff—Julie Ann Rimando, Marco Feti- 
тапап, Crystal Camacho and Carol Lac- 
‘son—for the red carpet treatment. 

‘Manor is а piece of heaven on earth! It has 
retained the old charm of Baguio blended with 
modern amenities. I spotted Anthony Pangili- 
nan and Maricel Laxa enjoying cozy Manor, 
тоо. While bar-hopping in the city, 1 leamed 
that not only beer is brewing in the nightspots. 
There's trouble brewing, too, because Mayor 
Braulio Yaranon wants ali bars to close at mid 
night. And next year, he won't be renewing 
their permits to operate. Some bars were raid- 
ed Thursday night. 

What would the summer capital be like 
without nightlife? The mayor wants to convert 
Baguio into a Holy City. Nothing wrong with 
that, but he should not kill business establish- 
ments in the process. My bar-owner friends 
Dominic Mendoza (Extravaganza) and Irwin. 
de Dios (Latino & Fridays) lament: “We relo- 
cared from Manila to do business here. Its sad 
that the mayor refuses to compromise, He's 
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Be among the first to watch at regular admission price 
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id drop In dropboxe| 
Hurry! Watch a movie noj 


For nquiies ple cal 887-0710 


[Registration is now ongoing for Ayala Museum's 
"Summer Art Festival Workshop 2006. 
For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit www.ayalamuseum.org 


MUSEUM 


"WINNER: 

ALMA M. ABANTO 
7B RMI Industrial Complex, 
Tunosan Muntiniupa City 
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Her Model: Colt Oceane 310 
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DOTC gets go-ahead 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE GOVERNMENT WILL OPEN 
the Metro Rail Transit Line 7 pro- 
ject to bidders later this month as 
part of its effort to get the cheap- 
est price for the proposed rail link 
from Quezon City to Bulacan. 


‘Hot money’ 
inflow thinned 
in 1st quarter 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


NET FOREIGN PORTFOLIO INFLOWS TO THE 
Philippines thinned in the first quarter from а 
year ago due to smaller initial public offerings 
and a stronger peso that made profit-taking on 
local government securities more attractive. 
‘The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas reported 
yesterday that registered foreign portfolio in- 
vestments refering to foreign inflows to local 
equities, debt papers and bank products 
coursed through custodian banks—resuited in 
ıa net inflow of $489.7 milion in the first three 
months from the $1.5 billion inflow a year ago. 
"The BSPregistered portfolio inflows, also 
tagged as “hot money" due to their volatile 


WHAT'S; 
INSIDE | 


| SMC claims | 


to bid MRT 7 


‘Swiss challenge’ to generate “sete ES 
cheapest price for rail venture 


months of the project, should it emerge as the. 

‘winning bidder after the Swiss challenge. 
‘Transportation Assistant Secretary Robert 

R. Castañares said that the board of the Na- 


"Were looking for foreign bidders who will 
tional Economic and Development Authority 


offer [to accept] lower capacity fees," Cas- 
(Neda) has given the go-ahead for the so- 


| no deal over 
| Del Monte 
/82] 


BREAKTIME 


tafares said. 

The government uses Swiss challenge rules 
as a basis for obtaining competitive bids for 
"unsolicited" projects like MRT 7. Under its 

оотсвз 


called “Swiss challenge,” which will allow 
other interested proponents to improve on 
the offer of Universal MRT Corp. 

The crux of the issue is the $108-million ca- 


HEAVYWEIGHT FEATURES 
_ ATA LIGHTWEIGHT PRICE. 


nature, are an early indicator of portfolio in- 
flows from abroad but are not all-encompass- 
ing versus the inflows counted in the balance 
of payments, For instance, the proceeds from 
the government's $2.1 billion in offshore 
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The HP Compaq m9040 Notebook PC, powered by on Ine Светот? M Processor, 
comes with o generous hard drive соросйу of 40GB, enough to siore most of 
your important Мез! And if (оёз nol enough, о buibin combo drive lets you 
‘archive your mos! previous dolo on o recordable CD. Plus, a spacious 15° screen 
provides o bigger real exte for working with spreadsheets and presentations 
- So contact on authorized HP reseller today and experience the offordcble 

f | mobile рейотопсе of the new HP Compaq пх9040 Notebook PC for yourself, 


{See stock market raporton Page B2) 
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SMART ADVICE 
SMART TECHNOLOGY 
SMART SUPPORT 


Stocks fall ahead 

of Easter break 
STOCKS FELL YESTERDAY AS INVESTORS 
cut their holdings ahead of the long Easter 
break traders said. 

“The benchmark 30-company Philippine 
stock Exchange Index, or PSE, declined 8.79 
points, or 0.4 percent, 02,207 4, after fin- 
ishing 0.2 percent lower Friday. 

Some investors want to stay liquid and 
thers are simply exercising caution ahead of 
the holiday,” sald Westink Global Equities 
chair Rommel Macapagal. 

Local financial markets wil be closed on 
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Thursday and Friday. 

Among the actively traded stocks were Ay- 
ala Land, which fell 2.2 percent to P, and ts 
parent Ayala Corp. which ended down 0.7 
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-SMC claims no deal over Del Monte 


Macondray to be treated like any supplier, says beverage firm 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


SAN MIGUEL CORP YESTERDAY 
said it did not cut any “sweet- 
heart deals” with the Lorenzo 

c family and ће Lorenzo owned 
Macondray & Co. Inc. since the 
beverage giant assumed part 
‘ownership of pineapple products 
distributor Del Monte Pacific Led. 

v. This was in reaction to a col- 

si. tmn in the молаға that came out 

, a yesterday 

In its disclosure to the Philip- 
pine Stock Exchange, San Miguel 

‘sald that Macondray "wil be 
treated like any potential third- 

» party supplier" 

Macondray a company owned 

3- by the family of former Agriculture 
Secretary Cito Lorenzo, was instru- 
mental in the acquisition of Del 
Monte Pacific by San Miguel and 
NutriAsia ofthe Campos family. 

The Lorenzos maintained con- 
trol of Del Monte Pacific through 
Macondrays 21-percent stake in 
the company. 

"The Macondray stake also gave. 
them the right to match offers for 
Cirio Finanziria SPAS 38.82-per- 
‘cent stake in Del Monte Pacific. 

"The Lorenzos’ decision to exer- 
cise their right to buy Cirio's stake 
and then sel their shareholdings 
to NutriAsia Pacific allowed San 
Miguel and NutriAsia to wrestle 
control of Del Monte Pacific over 
other firms. 

Because of the leverage it gave 
to NutriAsia Pacific, Macondrayis 

1, „reportedly being given distribu- 
tion rights for certain Del Monte. 
‘brands and vegetable products 
imported from the United States, 
таз well as the insurance business 
for Del Montes assets in the 
Philippines. 

As a matter of policy all poten- 
tial suppliers and service 
providers will go through a trans- 
parent bidding process, NutriAsia 
said. 

San Miguel also branded as “in- 
accurate” the reference to the 
‘compensation of San Miguel pres- 
ident Ramon S. Angin his capacity 
as chair of Del Monte Pacific. 

"This is inaccurate, аз ће com- 
pensations listed in Del Monte Pa- 
dics 2005 annual report may 
not necessarily apply to the new 
officers San Miguel said. 

.. However in a disclosure by Del 
оше to the Stock Exchange of 
ingapore last April 5, Del Monte 
will seek approval from share- 

4 holders for director fees this 
year worth $352,500. Of this 

2 amount, non-executive directors 

7 will each get $30,000 per annum, 

3: while the board chair will rece 

[Н $22,500 a year. 


WHY DOES THE SSS STILL 
refuse to join the GSIS in bid- 
ding out their holdings in Equi- 
table PCI Bank, representing 
potent control of more than 40 
percent of the bank? 

‘Afterall, those pension funds 
ofthe working class incurred on 
the EPCIB shares an original no- 
joke cost of some P20 billion 
‘and still counting. 

Up to now, even with the 
court cases—not to mention 
talk about bribery—the GSIS 
and the SSS still do not have a 
coordinated strategy on how to 
recover the P20 billion. 

Inthe Senate, by the way, they 
are already going bananas over 
the P750-million fertilizer scam, 
and yet this EPCIB scandal in- 
volves an amount 26 times that. 

‘Again, thats 26 times that! 

‘And so top officials of the SSS 
are getting away with all sorts 
foolishness in the EPCIB invest- 
ments, using the money of mil- 
lions of its hard-up members. 

‘Surely, if you are the current 
tenant in Malacafiang, besieged 
as you are from all fronts, you 
do not want another scandal of 
this magnitude to blow up in 
your face. 

But why is the Palace, oh, ever 
so quiet about this SSS foul up? 

Instead, some groups in the 
Palace are even manipulating 
changes in the SSS leadershi 
pushing for the removal of, 
well, “straight” people in the 
555 commission. 

Unlike the GSIS, in other 
words, the SSS has no interest 
whatsoever to make the best 
out of OUR billions of pesos 
sankin EPCIB, and the Palace is 
tolerating it 
RANKED by resources, EPCIB is 
the country’s third largest bank, 
mind you. 

By that alone, the bank 
should attract serious investors, 
say, as much as the Palace is at- 
tracing ай sorts of media flak 
on the Cha-cha nowadays. 

Yer that P20-bilion investment 
of the millions of hard-up mem- 
bers ofboth the GSIS and the SSS 
is still caught in the ongoing fight 
for control ofthe bank. 

Оп one side are the GSIS and 
the Trans Middle East, opposing 
the takeover of EPCIB by anoth- 
er bank called Banco de Oro 
(BDO), ranked the ninth largest. 

Оп the other side are of 
course the owner of BDO, the 


Walk in the perks 


SM group of mall operator Hen- 
ту Sy whose daughter, Tessie 
Sy-Coson, wants BDO simply to 
swallow up EPCIB. 

The GSIS and the SSS are be- 
ing offered more pieces of paper 


Naturally, wanting to recover 
its investments, GSIS president 
and general manager Winston 
Garcia is against the scheme of 
Tessie Sy-Coson. 

Garcia wants to bid out the 
GsiSowned shares, together 
with the 10 percent “treasury 
shares” that were put in storage. 
with EPCIB. 

But the president of SSS, 
Corazon de la Paz, loves the 
takeover disguised as-a-merger 
proposal of the SM group. She 
does not want the SSS to join 
the bidding. 

To think that, by joining the 
GSIS in the auction, with their 
combined 40 percent, plus the 
10 percent “treasury shares,” 
the SSS can have а better 
chance at recovering OUR bil- 
lions sank in EPCIB. 

Both of them are government- 

managed pension funds of the 
working саз, anyway, and so, 
how can their objectives (Le, for 
and on behalf of their members) 
ever be worlds apart? 
PUT another way, the GSIS sim- 
ply wants to get the most out of 
їз EPCIB investments for the 
sake of its members, while the 
SSS wants to go to bed with the 
Sy family. 

‘Why is that? 

Well, in its statements to the 
public, the SSS seid that it 
merely wanted to STUDY its op- 
tions. And so it is taking its 
sweet time, is thatit? 

(Good heavens, the market is 
already pumped up on this EP- 
CIB thing, thanks partiy to the 
SM group's devious scheme, 
while the SSS remains indeci- 
sive. 

T dont buy this studying-the- 
options BS at all. Methinks that 


the SSS boss wants the SSS to 
keep its investments in the 
bank, whether EPCIB or BDO, to 
keep the perks. 

For example, during the time 
of the Go family (the same 
group that sold out to the Sy 
family), one of the directors of a 
subsidiary of EPCIB called Equi- 
table Card Network, was a cer- 
tain Corazon de la Paz. 

Whadayano: Each director of 
the card company was entitled 
toa per diem of P500,000. 

Look at that—half a million 
pesos for a meeting! One freak- 
ing meeting! Whats so frigging 
hard about walking to the meet- 
ing and getting that P500,000 
perk? Its not as if you have to 
dodge bullets and spears or any- 
thing like that! 

‘And did it benefit the SSS 
members? No, sir, it did not. 

Itwentstraight into the pock- 
ets of the very same director 
that used the SSS members’ 
money to get to the board of the 
card company. 

Do you know that other 
stockholders of EPCIB have 
been calling for (and rather ve- 
hemently calling for) a clean-up 
ofthe card company, since it has 
been making less money com- 
pared to other companies in the 
same business? 

Did our, ег, “representative” 
to the board do anything about 
it? No, Ate Glo, she did not. 

Moreover, she still has to de- 
liver on her promise to audit the 
P16 billion in missing EPCIB 
funds—the money that the Go 
family used to pay for the old 
PCIBank. 


NOW, one of the SSS commis- 
sioners even dared to call me to 
ask for a litle favor. And that is, 
could I please be kind to that 
Cora de la Paz! 

Tome, Cora de la Paz will be- 
‘come the best government offi- 
cial of the century if she makes 
the SSS join the GSIS in bidding 
out their shares in EPCIB. 

The EPCIB story has come to 
the part when interest in the 
bank has been heightened by 
the — contoversies starting 
from the P43 per share price 
that the SSS agreed to accept 
from the SM group before the 
2004 presidential elections, up 
to this "takeover" scheme. 

Believe me, those shares can 
now fetch а good price. How 
about we jump on it, boss? 


Megaworld offer raises P5.14B 


Ё LISTED PROPERTY DEVELOPER 
S: Megaworld Corp. yesterday said 
f in a statement that its interna- 
tional offering of 327 billion 
common shares was more than 
1.5 times oversubscribed. 

"The offer price has been set at 
P1.38 per share. 

Proceeds of the international 
offering reached P5.14 billion, 
according to Megaworld. 

The domestic offe, which 
жапз оп April 10, is expected to 
raise and additional P271 mil- 
lion. The combined offering rep- 
resents 35 percent of Mega- 
world’s existing share capital and 
1.4 times the current free float. 
jf Megawold went on an intema- 

E tional road show from March 27 
Ti to April 6 this year to expand its 
if stockholders’ base among foreign 
T. institutional investors and raise 


DL 


fresh funds for its new and ongo- 
ing urban township projects. 
"Megaworid's global equity of- 
fering reached an important mie- 
stone as this was the first intema- 
tional primary share offering for a 
Philippine real estre company 
since 1996," sald Megaworld se- 
nior vice president Kingson Sian. 
‘With over SO institutional, in- 
vestors covered in the global man- 
agement road show, Megaworid 
was successful in attracting mostly 
high-quality longterm investors 
with particular strong interest from 
European investors. This issue is a 
strong vote of confidence not only 
în Megaworld but in the prospects 
ofthe! economy as well” 
Megaworid will use the pro- 
ceeds of the international offer to 
leverage its position as a leading 
player in BPO-related office de- 


velopment and in the residential 
condominium marker. 

Earlier, Megaworid chair An- 
drew Tan said the developer will 
spend around 80 percent of the 
proceeds to build office space for 
business process outsourcing 
(BPO) firms. Over the next five 
years, it plans to build around 
400,000 square meters of BPO- 
ready office space food for 176,00 
call center employees. These of- 
fices will be located in its flagship 
project Eastwood City and also in 
McKinley Hill and Newport City, 
two major ongoing projects. 

‘The company is allotting P47 
billion in capital expenditure for 
various major projects over the 
next 10 years. It will spend P20 
billion ofthis to build BPO-relat- 
ed offices and retail properties to 
expand its rental income. 


1 CAP clients see hope in SC order 


THE SUPREME COURT HAS 
directed Makati Regional Trial 
court judge Romeo Barza not to 
dismiss the petition lodged by 
hundreds of clients of pre-need 
firm College Assurance Plan 
Philippines Inc. (САР). 

The high court instead ordered 
the Makati judge as well аз CAP 
officials to submit their respective 

Пт 
E tuition paymens—a petition 
jp Fled by CAP and approved by the 
Ê Makati trial court. 

2 Also, CAPS clients are asking 
the Supreme Court to compel the 
$ пое релені fim to contin 
Ё we tuition payments to its plan 
VE holders. 

Т ` “Aker deliberating on the peti- 
{Ë donforreview ... the Cour, with- 
out giving due course, resolves to 
X require the respondents to fle (a) 
Af comment thereon, not a motion 


to dismiss, within ten days from 
notice,” the High Courts second 
division said in a one-page reso- 
lution dated March 20. 

CAP legal counsel Gilbert 
Reyes said however that the pre- 
need firm expected the High 
Courts resolution. 

“The respondent is told not to 
file a motion to dismiss,” Reyes 
told ingume. "This does not 
mean that CAP may not seek the 
‘outright dismissal of the petition 
inits comment.” 

He also said that the recent 
Supreme Court order does not af- 
fect a pending court decision on 
‘CAPS rehabilitation plan which it 
filed with Branch 61 of the 
Makati RTC. 

"More ” importantly, бе 
Supreme Court petition does not 
stay the rehabilitation case pro- 
ceedings, which will simply pro- 


ceed as if no petition is pending 
with the Supreme Court,” Reyes 
said. 

Last March, а group of 336 pre- 
need plan holders fled a petition 
before the Supreme Court to re- 
verse the Makati RTC's decision 
allowing CAP to suspend pay- 
ment ofits obligations. 

"The plan holders were repre- 
sented by the law firm of Syquia 
Pascual-Lopez & Santos. 

They also asked the high court 
to cancel a Dec. 16, 2005 order 
granting CAP's petition for corpo- 
Tate rehabilitation. 

The plan holders said rehabili- 
tation proceedings should not be 
used to cover up and perpetuate 
alleged fraud. 

САР has about 780,000 plan 
holders. Из license to sell securi- 
Чез was suspended in 2004. Elis- 
abeth L. Sanches 


Belle Corp. 
’05 income 
up 234% 


LEISURE PROPERTY DEVELOPER 
Belle Corp. reported a surge in its 
met income by 234 percent to 
P731 million in 2005 from P219 
million in 2004, on the back of 
brisk sales. 

This represented a net income 
growth of P512 million for the pe- 
riod covered, company officials 
said in a report to the Philippine 
Stock Exchange (PSE). 

‘Net revenues from operating 
sources increased by 35 percent to 
P691.3 million las year from P512. 
milion in 2004 due to higher sales 
of real estate products in 2005. 

Belles gross profit surged 24 
percent to P437 2 million last year 
from P353.2 million in 2004. 

"Total operating expenses fel 4 
percent to P127 million last year 
from P1329 million in 2004, main- 
Jy due to lower administrative costs. 

The company also booked net 
‘earnings of 64.4 million in 2005 
from its investments in affiliates, 
from P56 million the previous 
year Elizabeth L Sanchez 
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Stocks 


From pageB! 
percent at P347.50 after the con- 
glomerate on Friday announced a 
share reclassification plan which 

il result in an issuance of 58 
million new class-B preferred 
shares. 

PLOT closed unchanged at 
PL97S after the companys 
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‘American Depository Receipts 
rose in New York Friday. 

Bank of the Philippine Islands 
was also unchanged at P62, as 
was rival Metropolitan Bank & 
Trust Co. at P38.50. 

Dealers said they expected 
light trade for the rest of the 
shortened week. AP 


EXPORTBANK expects to have the cleanest balance sheet in the 


industry soon. 


Exportbank selling 
P10B worth of NPLs 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


EXPORT AND INDUSTRY BANK 
has agreed to sell P10.1 billion 
worth of soured loans to a unit of 
German lender Bayerische Hypo- 
und Vereinsbank AG. 

"These nonperforming loans 
represent the last block of bad as- 
sets inherited by Exportbank 
from the defunct Urban Bank 
group in 2002. 

Exportbank disclosed to the 
Philippine Stock Exchange yes- 
terday that the sale was approved 
by its board of directors, 

The banks said it was poised to 
have the cleanest balance sheet in 
the banking industry аз it reduces 
its nonperforming asset to zero.” 

То minimize the impact of the 
sale on the bank's financial pos 
Чоп, a P7-bilion soft loans from 
Philippine Deposit insurance 
Corp. is seen to minimize the im- 
pact of this transaction to the fi- 
nancial condition of the bank. 

Early last week, Exportbank al- 
зо approved the sale of P3.2 bil- 
lion worth of idle pieces of prop- 
erty to D.B. Zwim & Co. LE 

“We are proud to have fulfilled 
а major commitment to our 
shareholders,” Exportbank presi- 
dent Benjamin Castillo said in a 
statement 

"The bank enters an exciting 
phase with its new financial strength 
and a strategic partnership with its 
shareholders. The blend of local ex- 
penise with global best-in-class pro- 
cesses is expected to create more op- 
portunities for the bank to provide 
responsive eficient and reliable ser- 
vice to its customers,” he added. 

Early this year, the bank beefed 


up its management team with key 
appointments to the sales and cus- 
tomer relationship management 
sector. The bank also announced 
the creation of the wealth manage- 
ment group to offer specialized ser 
vices and to manage the needs of a 
growing portfolio ofhigh-networth 
individuals and institutions. 

"These initiatives are part of Ex- 
portbank’s strategy to provide ex- 
panded and high-value bank prod- 
ucts and services, Castillo said. 

"We are pleased with the de- 
velopments taking place and the 
bank welcomes this tremendous 
opportunity to renew its commit- 
ment to be a valued partner to 
our customers,” said Castillo. 

Exportbank earlier obtained P3 
billion in fresh capital infusion 
from major stockholders led by the 
Lippo group of Indonesia and the 
local Yao group, together with Ex- 
tra Year Investments Lid, the des- 

ated investment vehicle of the 
RZB group of Austra and AO Capi- 
tal Partners Ltd. of Hong Kong. 

"The additional capital, along with 
the PDIC assistance, intended to 
strengthen the banks capital base in 
the light of the effes of the new in- 
temational accounting standards 
and the Philippine financial report- 
ing requirements on the capital of 
banks now being implemented by 
the BSR and in preparation for the 
requirements of Basel П which shall 
be implemented in 2007. 

Major stockholder Lippo group 
is grooming Exporibankto become 
опе of the Philippines’ top 10 
banks over the long haul and have 
hired Albert Cheok, an exHong 
Kong Monetary Authority official 
tobe its country representative. 
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BOI-registered projects hit P5.5B 


Q1 investment flows slower than last 
year; seen to pick up in a few months 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE BOARD OF INVESTMENTS HAS AP- 
proved 40 new projects worth of PS.52 billion. 
for registration and incentives in the first 
quarter ofthe year. 

"This brought to 20 bilion, or a third ofthe 
amoutt posted їп the same period last year, 
the total investments commie to the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry through at- 
{ached agencies BOL and Philippine Economic 
Zone Authority (Peza), during the first three 
months of the year. 

Tast week, dhe Peza said it was able to regis- 
ter а P14.52 billion worth of investment pro- 
раз from January to March. 

“Trade Undersecretary Elmer C. Hernandez, 
who is also the BOIS managing head, said the 
40 projects registered by the BOI during the 
quater would create 4,900 new jobs, 

Hernandez added that the agency’ simpli- 
fed registration process brought in four pro- 
jects worth P1617 million їп the last week of 
March. 

These projects include Silverstar Home- 
builders Inc's P79-millon project in Cavite 
and 8990 Housing Development Corp's P75- 
milion venture in Lapu-Lapu City: Both pro- 
ject are related to mass housing develop- 
‘ents that would generate 180 jobs and 165 
jobs respectively: 


‘The two other ventures are NXY Corp.'s 
P4.7-million fashion garments manufacturing 
project in Pasig City and Unicreative Inc.'s P3- 
million project in Pampanga where it would 
engage in making gifts, toys, decors and fur- 
niture. 

Hernandez said investment flows were rel- 
atively slow at the start of 2006, saying more 
capital would probably pour in at the latter 
partof this year. 

Last years first-quarter performance also 
showed a contraction as the P65.6 billion 
worth of projects registered was only half of 
the P129.9 billion posted in the same period 
in 2004, which included that year's biggest in- 
vestment commitment—GNPower Ltd.'s 
96.52-billion power complex with а com- 
bined cycle power plant. 

Аз for Peza, some of the biggest projects 
registered in the first quarter included those 
of economic zone developer Jovima Manage- 
ment and Development—operation and 
‘maintenance of a P115.2-million, seven-story 
building and of a P79.7-million four-story 
building. 

‘Also approved during the period was a 
1P34,7-million back office transaction process- 
ing operation, a P32-million manufacturing 
facility for protective tapes and films for liq- 
uid crystal displays, and P24.6-million con- 
tact call center. 


BIR told to press for payment 
of PDIC’s.back taxes, penalties 


By Michelle V. Remo 


A CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
has told the Bureau of геты Revenue to col- 
lect all the P7.6 bilion in alleged back taxes, in- 
cluding penalties, owed by Philippine Deposit In- 
surance Corp. (PDIC). 

‘The Congressional Oversight Committee 
оп Comprehensive Tax Reform Program 
(COCCTRP), which supervises ће BIR's com- 
promise settlement deals, said it believed 
there was not enough reason for the BIR to ac- 
cept PDIC's compromise settlement offe. 

"The COCCTRE headed by Sen. Ralph Recto 
and Rep. Jesli Lapus, also said it had started 
the review of the compromise settlements en- 
tered into by the BIR, particularly under the 
тепп of Commissioner Jose Mario Bunag, to 
determine whether the revenue agency had 
exercised prudence in entering those deals. 

"The COCCTRP initially observed that the 
‘Commissioner (Bunag) had agreed to certain 
taxpayers’ offer to compromise their tax liabili- 
ties on grounds thar the proposed or final as- 
sessments were based on difficult or doubeful 
‘questions of law and not necessarily on factual 
issues,” the committee said in a statement. 

"The BIR had pressed the PDIC to pay un- 
paid value-added taxes, income taxes and 
penalties said to be worth P7 6 billion. 

DIC said it had not been paying taxes be- 
cause it believed it should be tax-exempt since it 
was а government-owned and controlled cor- 
poration whose funtion was inherited from the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, which enjoyed tax 
perks. К later offered a setiement of PLS bil 
Ton which was accepted by the revenue agency. 

Ta ine with this offer, PDIC had paid the BIR 
P1.5 billion even while the tax case on this was 
sel being heard by the Department of Justice. 


Gov't gets go-ahead to bid MRT 7 project 


From page BI 


rules, the government must give in- 
terested bidders the right to improve 
оп the initial offer of the original pro- 


ject proponent. 


Once the counter bids are submit- 
ted, however, the original propo- 
nent will have the right to match the 
best offer of the counter bidder—a 
right granted to him by virtue of his 
initiative as an unsolicited project 


proponent. 


‘The Swiss challenge scheme was 
last used in the controversial Cali- 
raya-Botocan-Kalayaan (CBK) power 
plant, which pitted Argentine indus- 
trial giant Impsa—the original propo- 
ment—against a consortium led by 


the influential Lopez family. 


Castañares said the Neda Board, 


headed by President Arroyo, met last 
week and instructed the DOTC to 
move to the Swiss challenge phase. 
“This [Swiss challenge] process 
wil last between three and four 


months," he said. 


funding and expertise. 


vatively valued at $1.2 billion 


put up a bid bond of 


The DOTC official said the rules on 
the bidding procedure would be pub- 
lished after Holy Week, adding that 
proponents would likely be foreign 
companies due to the limited ability 
of local firms, especially in terms of 


‘The entire MRT 7 project is conser- 


Castañares added that the govern- 
ment would also require bidders to 
lot less than 
$100 million" to discourage nuisance. 
bidders. Past big-ticket state projects 


attracted bidders with litle or no 
technical expertise and funding, but 
‘would later try to secure their hold on 
the scheme through backroom deal- 
ings with concemed government 
agencies. 

Castañares said he expected actual. 
civil works and construction on the 
МЕТ 7 project—which will run from 
North Ave. in Quezon City to Bula- 
canto begin a year from the start of. 
the Swiss challenge proceedings. 

“tt will depend on the project ap- 
proval," he said. 

"The DOTC official said the govern- 
ment wanted to ensure that the pro- 
ject would be “defct-neutral” in that 
expected tax proceeds from project 
related real estate developments 
‘would offset its costs. 


‘Hot money’ inflow thinned in 1st quarter 


From page BI 


bond offering early this year were not 
‘captured as they went directly to gov- 


ernment coffers. 


Despite the slower influx, the BSP 
said foreign investors remained "posi 
tive” with net inflows for the month of 
March hiring $91.9 milion. The in- 
flows of hot money for the month, how- 
ever, shrunk from the $5148 million 


ast February and $271.6 year ago. 


“Тас which may have contributed 
to the net inflow in March included the 
continuing strength of the peso and 
ОРМ (overseas Filipino workers) remit- 
tances, the extension of the Special Pur 
pose Vehicle Law, which would further 
Teduce the nonperforming assets of 


Danks, the record earings of a number 
of listed firms, and governments report 
that its actual budgetary deficit in Febru- 
ary was again significantly below the 
level," the BSP reported. 
For the first quarter of the year, reg- 
istered foreign portfolio investments 
totaled $147 billion and consisted of 
the following: Philippine Stock Ex- 
change-listed shares, $1.13 billion (77 
percent of total) and placements in pe- 
so-denominated government securi- 
ties of $336.1 million (23 percent). 
These investments were funded with 
new inward remittances of foreign ex- 
change converted into pesos through 
banks operating in е Philippines. 
By country of origin, 81 percent of 


the new registered investments came 
from the United States, Singapore 
and the United Kingdom. 

“Foreign investments in PSE-listed 
shares fell by 31 percent from the first 
quarter of last year. The decline was 
traced partly to the inclusion in the 
first quarter 2005 report of substan- 
tial investments in shares that were 
made in previous years but which 
were registered with the BSP only in 
March 2005,” the BSP reported. 

“Moreover, foreign investments in 
IPOs of Manila Water Co. and SM Invest- 
‘ments Corp. last year were larger than. 
the investments in Fist Gen IPO and 
Universal Robina additional stock offers 
in February this year” the BSP added. 


PDIC also offered to pay the BIR another P2.3 
billion if the DOJ ruling would be in favor the 
revenue agency But should the DOJ rule in fa- 
vor of PDIC, the bank insurer will not longer 
make additional payment to the BIR. 

Aside from the 


CDC, Transco 

to build P500-M 
transmission line 
By Abigail L. Ho 


STATE-RUN NATIONAL TRANSMISSION 
Corp. (Transco) and Clark Development 
Corp. will jointly construct a P500-million 
transmission line that will ensure adequate 
and reliable power supply for both the Clark 
economic zone and a planned 288-hectare 
technopark there. 

"Transco president Alan Ortiz said the state 
firm and the economic zone would split the 
expenses for the line, with Transco to partly fi- 
nance it using internally generated funds. 

“We're wracking our brains to find the fi- 
nancing for this project. (Transco) suggested 
that we just share the expenses,” he said. 

He said Transco and CDC expected the 25- 
Kilometer 230-kilovolt transmission line to be. 
operational by the end of next year in time for 
the full operation of the planned P1.3-billion 
Clark Technopark. 

CDC has drawn up plans to build a 
technopark within the ecozone to provide а 
mew venue for locators wanting to establish 
operations in the Philippines. 

‘Asan incentive for investing in the area, lo 
catorsin the Clark ecozone are enjoying pref- 
erential rates from the National Power Corp. 

Power delivery, however, should be beefed 
up as electricity demand in the zone has been 
growing steadily. 

Apart from being a good location for 
manufacturing firms, the Clark ecozone is 
also considered as one of the best places 
outside Metro Manila to set up business pro- 
cess outsourcing operations. Other areas 
with the best potential for this business in- 
clude Subic їп Zambales, Batangas, Ba- 
содой, Cebu, Iloilo, Davao, Cagayan De Oro 
and Dumaguete 


PDIC case, the BIR is 
also studying the pro- 
posed compromise 
оп the tax liabilities 
of offshore banking 
units and foreign cur- 
rency deposit units. 


тве BIR said Opus | 1 month 
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and other taxes since 
the law lifting their tax 
perks was implement- 
edin 1998. 

‘The Bankers Associ- 
ation of фе Phiip- 
pines, representing 
OBUsand FCDUs, said 
the banks should not 
be paying the taxes 
because the provision 
of the Tax Code that 
granted the tx peris 
was only accidentally 
removed by Congress. 
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Notice of Regular Annual Stockholders’ Meeting 
April 26, 2006, 3:00 p.m. 
Rigodon Ballroom, Manila Peninsula Hotel 
Makati City 


To all Stockholders: 


Please take notice that the 2006 annual meeting of the stockhold- 
ers of SM PRIME HOLDINGS, INC. will be held on April 26, 2006 at 
3:00 p.m. at the Rigodon Ballroom, Manila Peninsula Hotel, Makati 
City. The proposed agenda of the meeting is set forth below: 


AGENDA 


1. Call to order. 


2. Certification of notice and quorum. 
3. Approval of minutes of annual meeting of stockholders held on. 


April 25, 2005. 
4. Annual Report. 


5. General ratification of the acts of the Board of Directors and the 
management from the date of the last annual stockholders’ meeting 


up to the date of this meeting. 


6. Election of directors for 2006-2007. 
7. Appointment of extemal auditors. 


8, Other matters. 
9. Adjournment. 


‘The Board of Directors has fixed the end of trading hours of the 
Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE) on March 27, 2006 as the record 
date for the determination of stockholders entitled to notice of and to. 
vote at such meeting and any adjournment thereof. 


Makati City, March 7, 2006. 


BY THE ORDER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


1504] 

EMMANUEL С. PARAS 
Corporate Secretary 

SM PRIME HOLDINGS, INC. 
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Gunn Report shows 
humor wins awards 


ТНЕ WORLD'S CREATIVE GROUPS 
seem to have gotten into a giggling spell 
in 2005, or so says The Gunn Report-a 
compilation of the world’s most award- 
ой multimedia ads. The Gunn Report 
2005 reveals that TV ads that used hu- 
rior as either the main concept, tone, 
manner, or execution, gathered the 
most number of awards from at least 
the top 50 advertising contests world- 
wide last year. AdBoard presented reels 
of TV ads from The Gunn Report 2005 
recently in front of advertisers, ad agen- 
cy creatives, students, and the media. 
Majority of the featured TV ads 
showed wit and humor in selling its re- 
spective brands. Even advocacy cam- 
paigns such as Thailand's energy con- 
servation defied convention by inject- 
ing humor in presenting a serious mes- 
sage. The amazing thing about this par- 
ticular series of ads is thatthe message. 
‘was not lost in the execution. It used the 
kind if humor that chides ignorance, 
complacency and indifference to the se- 


ticularly of automotive fuel. 


advertising flourishes”. 


MR. MUSCLE TRAIN AT THE MRT 


SC Johnson Philippines general 
manager Dr. R.A. Scheliner let 
and Metro Fall Transport Corp 
(MRT) operations director Com- 
mander Ronilo Bacolod cut the cere- 
monia ribbon during the arrival of 
the Mr. Muscle train at the МЕТ Taft 
Station in Pasay City. The eventis 
part of the company's ongoing mar- 
keting promotion for the Mr. Muscle 
‘specialty cleaning product line. 


TRANS SPORT SHOW 2006 SPONSOR 
Organized by Trade 
Show International Inc. 
(TSI), Trans Sport 
Show 2006, the coun- 
уз biggest and most 
prestigious annual mo- 
toring eventis all setto 
unfold this Apri 26 to 
30, at the Megatrade 
Hall ot SM MegamalB, шр 
Ortigas Center, Man- 

daluyong City. Concorde Car Acces- 
Sories Center is this year's Platinum 
Sponsor. The company carries some 
ofthe top name brands in the market 
Эла has seven branches located in 
different SM Malls. Shown afer the 


contract signing are (rom lef): Leo 
Castandiello, Concorde executive as- 
sistant; Isabel Malonzo, TS! ad and 
promo manager; Sophia delos San- 
tos, TSI president and John Sherwin 
Sy. Concorde operations manager. 


MMP HONORS TOP SALES AGENTS 
Manila Memoral Park елы Par 
recently honored its top Manila Memorial Pai 
Sales associates vith a 

Seles Анага celebra- 

ton atte Maat Sports 

Ciub. Wih the heme, 

“Our Sales Foros, Our 

Seng, MMP present- 

ed the Top Agency Man- 

ager award to Gregorio 

P. Alcantara, Jt of б. Alcantara & Associates for besing al other sales agencies in 
Sales and recruitment prormance for Calendar Year 2005. Shown in photo is А- 
сапога (center) receiving his award from Enrique B. Lagdameo, MMP execute 
Vice presidant (righi) and Dennis G. Lopez, MMP senior vice residen (f). 


UNILAB RUNS 
COUGH CLINIC 


FORKIDS 

United Laboratories Ine 

(Unb) ecentycon- 

ducted the Solmux Kid- 

бе Cough Ciinic in Baty 

Go Belmonte Elementary 

School at Brgy. Dona. 

Imelda, Quezon City. 

‘Some 4,500 patients, 

mostly elementary stu- 

Vents, wore treated. A 

mothers’ class was also conducted for the mothers. The Solmux Kiddie Cough 
Clic В one of the year-long runs of medical missions Unilab has been conduct- 
ing to benefit indigent patents nationwide. This is consistent with Unlab's mis 
‘sion ot providing milions of НИрїгов with access to safe, effective and affordable 
healthcare Unilab's Consumer Health Group organized the medical missions that 
wil run until the end ot the year in key cies and barangays nationwide. 


LEARN TO SWIM AT CLUB MANILA EAST 

Learn the art and science of swim- gram Is avaliable for toddlers and 
ming with CME Aquatics. CME preschoolers (2-5 years oid), for 
Aquatics is the swimming program school-aged children (6-16 years 
of Ciub Manila East. With CME sun old), and tor adults. CME Aquatics 
screened pool and lis new 25-meter паз started its summer class of 2006 
Bane competition pool, students on March 20. Succeeding classes 
enjoy learning the mechanics of ba- follow every two weeks thereafter. 
sic and competitive swimming. CME For more information, contact Ciub 
‘Aquatics has produced a team аі Manla East at 660-260" to 05 or 
has now garnered awards in diffrent 658-2065. Or visit ts website at 
competitions. The swimming pro-  wwvcciubmanilaeast.com. 


rious issue of energy consumption, par- 


‘Other ads revealed a lot about the 
difference of social perception among 
participating countries. Although using 
humor as the similar creative handle, 
other countries like Argentina, Braz, 
and Norway show that sex and sexu 
ty are well tolerated in their markets. 
Asian countries still displayed conser- 
vatism while telling its global counter- 
parts that humor transcends cultural 
differences. The Philippines’ lone entry, 
however, could not be denied for its 
eye-opening advocacy ad on the plight 
of child prisoners in the country. 
‘AdBoard chair Raul Alvarez reiterat- 
‘ed the importance of continuously up- 
dating its members’ knowledge and 
awareness about global standards in 
‘competitive advertising. In presenting 
The Gunn Report locally Alvarez em- 
phasized on "AdBoard's mission to cre- 
‘ate an environment where world-class 


“Through this Gunn Report, we at 
the AdBoard hope that we can help 
come up with world-class advertising 
and win more awards in various iner- 
national competitions. Although, being 
an advertiser myself, winning is not the 
only thing that we are after, First and 
foremost, we want our brands to sel 
But before we are able to sell, we have 
to get the interest of our consumers go- 
imp IF the commercial is creative 
enough and à fs 
awareness for the brand, then our con- 
sumers will begin to buy our products 
ruse our service,” Alvarez said- 

Айвсага presented The Gunn Report 
free especially for ts member organiza- 
tions as a way of giving back what the 
members pay in the form of clearance 
fees and other membership dues. Al 
varez promised to provide support to 
similar projects in the future, particular- 
Ју those that help cultivate creativity 
and responsibility in advertising prac- 
tie. 


oduciFiLes 


‘THIS LENTEN SEA- 

son, observing re 

gious practices ike 

fasting and abstinence 

becomes a so much 

easier thanks tothe 

Variety of meatless but tasty choices like Nissin 
Sotanghon in Seafood favor. delighitul mix Of 
“spices and favors that were made with the 
“seafood lover in mind, Nissin Sotanghoris. 
Seafood favor has a distinct shrimọ taste laced 
with herbs and spices. What makes it even more 
convenienti tat the frm, class noodies cook 
in just 3 minutes so you can enjoy your Seafood 
Sotanghon in an instant, leaving you more time 
то do more important things ike spending quai 
y me with your loved ones or taking time out 
оп your own. Whether you enjoy i as a fling 
snack or alight meal, Nissin Seafood 
Sotanghon makes tor the ideal food choice this 
‘season of Lent especially during the Holy Week 


Alife-cleansing advice 


from C-Lium Fibre 

IF YOU STILL HAVENT ADOPTED A HEALTHY 
езе, et this Lenten season bea tme 
change. Taking good care ot your basin 
Se an act of thanksgiving. Keep It and healthy 
фу eating the rignt food and exercising regular | 
My These activities woul help cleanse your 
Body by ridding iof ons. Fibre îs best 
known tor ts cleansing quality. A diet high in 
füreis guaranteed to wash your system otim- 
partes tnat are often the breading ground ot 
Varus kinds of diseases. Dietary bre в avai- 
Эше through Сат Fiore. A tablespoon of C- 
ium Fiore power т combined with your fa- 
‘vote drink. or five -Lum Fire capsules ак 
en ice a day. provides for your required daily 
fore intake. Available at Mercury Drug outlets, 
Watsons, and other drugstores nationwide. 


RU 
ede ў 


Giggles Baby Wipestakes | 
good care of your baby 
SHOW YOUR BABY THAT YOU CARE WITH GIG- 
дез Baby Wipes. Giggles Baby Wipes are un- 
Sorte, yoo and era ick ie aso wash- 
соп. Thay dnt rtt he зл and eyes for they 
See gente enough o clean your tay’ face and 
fand. Plus, they are formated чип асе боп 
contents that gar moisturize your babys oel- 
сае siin. Most mparanty, Goges Baby Wipes 
iro kel or babs da зп care because hey 
are аколонтев and compactly packaged for travel 
эга home use. Gees Baby Wipes эв chusne- 
Wstibusdby GenroPhls inc, and arable at 
Эм, Watsons, Robinson's, Bg, Landmark, 
Puregold. Isetann, Cash & Cary and other kading 
Supermarkets and department sores nationwide. 
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PUYAT STEEL PARTNERS WITH CONEX 2006 CONVENTION, EXHIBIT 


United Architects of the Philippines (UAP), the ac- 
credited architects professional organization and 
organizer of Conexo6, has signed up Puyat Steel 
Corporation as ts supporting partner for the 
Conex 2006 Construction Exhibit on Ар?! 27 to 30 
at the Manila World rade Center. Shown are (from 
left: Ka Kuen Chua, director of the 32nd UAP na- 
tional convention, Geoffrey Yu, UAP chair for 
‘Conex06 marketing, Pacifico М. Моо, sales man- 


Helping Filipinos bec 


TO REMAIN IN THE FOREFRONT OF FASHION 
direc selling and networking for 14 years is a 
"no joke effort” in business. When all other en- 
trepreneurs seem to mushroom in this special- 
ied industry, Boardwalk persists to be solid and 
steadfast in its mission to help Filipinos become 
the entrepreneurs of the future. 

‘Ar the helm of this ingenious corporation are 
power couple Bemard and Imelda Madera 
‘Armed with nothing but their high hopes and 
buming desire to help others alleviate their 
means of living, Boardwalk grew from a garment 
‘manufacturing company to a successful leader in 
the indusry of direccseling and networking 
providing livelihood to many. 

With Boardwalk, the welfare of the members 
comes first. k boasts ofa unique and hybrid mar- 
keting scheme that sets it apart from the rest. Ac- 
cording to business development head, Gienda 
Pingol, "What makes our business work is the 
fact that we get to help every Filipino family real- 
ize their dreams by offering them equal opportu- 
nity to avail of our business facility and start their 
‘own businesses with manageable investment. 
‘One could even grow their business and earn as 
high as hundreds of thousands with minimal in- 
vestment as low as P500 only. 

Boardwalk has strategically positioned their 
branches all over the country. Right now, they 
have 23 branches, 26 information centers and а 
fully computerized system which makes it easy 
for members to monitor their sales performances 
and their earnings wherever they are. To balance 
their expansion program, Boardwalk is continu- 
‘ously moving even to the far flung areas of the 
country to accommodate the needs ofthe grow- 
ing number of Filipino consumers. 

Boardwalk offers free membership to interest- 
ed individuals all year round; there are more 


14TH CONSTRUCTION SHOW CEBU 
‘Two of Cebu construction industry's movers, 
Hardwares Consolidated Inc (HCI) and LA. Ducut 
and Company Inc (Ladci), renew ther partner- 
Ship to propel the construction industry to bigger 
heights va staging the 14th Construction Show 
Cebu. Present during the signing of agreement 
эга (seated from lef): Hanley Ong (НС-УР inter- 
па; Шей Ducut-Abais (Ladc!s managing di 
rector): and Collin Go (НСІ president) together 
‘with other HCI officers and board о! directors 
(standing from left): Charles Kenneth Co (direc 


Sun Cellular’s IDD Top 10 
SHARE AND ENJOY YOUR SUMMER WITH 
ncs and family members abroad with Sun Celli- 
гъ low rate 100 Top 10 sevice! О Top 10 iets 
You enjoy longer talk tme for oniy USS 0.10'inute 
To the US, Canada, China, Hong Kong, Singapore, 
Malaysia, Talard, Brunel, Guam, and Macau. 
‘Wats more, every tme you buy an DO Top 10 call 
card. you iso get the chance to win cool prizes with 
(DD Yop 10s "Pk Prae" raf promo. This spe- 
al summer retis offered to prepaid subsorbers 
‘who wi buy an IDO Top 10calicard at aocredited 
deser outils and stores nationwide trom Aprl 1 to 
May 31. Its so easy to join. Each DD Top 10 call 
card you buy ents you to craw rom the “Pick 
Prize” raffe jar Ist present your corresponding re- 
‘capt from ne store of purchase о Suns promo 
fepresentave. Prizes wil be given to lucky winners 
instant. The more DD Top 10 Cal Cards you buy, 
the more chances you have ol wining cool prizes 
you can use for he summer. Асто! dear out- 
{ts and stores lude for this promo are Welcom, 
ADL, E-phone, Comwerks, Quick com, POS, Graph- 
te, Spacecom, and SM Department stores (via SM 
information Counters) 100 Top 10 в a permanent 
service fom Sun Celular. To know more about he 
100 Top 10 sere and the "ick Pia” айе pro- 
ma, cal Suns 200 Hotine on your Sun mobile, 
395-8000. You may also visit алу ol the Sun Shops. 


ager of Puyat Steel and Albert S. Yu, UAP exec 
tive director for conventions and conferences; , 
(back row, from lef): Suzette Reluclo, marketing 
officer of Puyat Steel, UAP officers Christopher L. 
Ong, Eugene б. Gan, and Pia Lamoste, Puyat 
Steers senior marketing specialist with Albert 
Reyes of the UAP. Interested suppliers and ex- 
Мыйз may сай Conex hotlines at 412-3311, 412- 
3312, 412-6364 or e-mallconex2005Q yahoo.com 


ome entrepreneurs 


than 500,000 members and business partners to- 
дау Boardwalk president, Bemard Madera said, 
“What we offer is a risk-free business. We make 
cour members set their own pace and encourage 
them to challenge themseives as to how much 
money they wouid like to eam. We groom them; 
help them develop their potentials to the fullest, 
in that way we value the presence of each other 
їп the business, We practice co-existence as an 
important element to keep our business going 
and we are committed to keep it that way” 

There are many ways to benefit from Board- 
walks innovative formula. A member can get 
Heime basic discounts, eam from their personal 
selling activities or share the business privileges 
through recruitment and networking with their 
friends. They can get the chance to have their 
own career growth at their own pace and time. 
Boardwalks partnership support with their 
members extends to the point of investing and 
developing them through continuous training 
and education, making sure that every partner is 
equipped with good marketing and en- 
trepreneurial skill to guarantee success 

Boardwalk is very dynamic and responsive to 
the changing needs of the market. “We listen and 
listen to the requirements of the consumers with 
utmost sincerity which leads ш to the develop- 
ment of products that are fashionable, tailored- 
fit and very much affordable which an ordinary 
consumer can enjoy without having to spend an 
entire paycheck’ stated Pingol. 7 

Fun, fashion and fulfilment is what Board- 
walkis all about. Let Boardwalk become a part of 
your life now. For further details, Boardwalk is 
inviting all interested parties to go to the Board- 
walk branches or business information centers 
nearest you or you can call tel. nos. 6366321- 
223/631-9999, 


tor); Erwin Guanzon (PRO); Bernard Vonn Sia (d 
rector}; Nestor Uy (immediate past president); Al 
lan Kent Ong (VP External); Jeffrey Sinco (direc- 
tor}; Charles Ong Bongien (treasurer); Felomino 
D. Ang (director) and Michael Ho (director). The 
14th Construction Show Cebu will be held from. 
June 2-5, at the Cebu Trade Hal, SM City, Cebu. 
For detalis please contact LA. Ducut & Company 
at (Manila) 873-8202, 879-8676, 0916- 6973207; 
(Cebu) (032)232-3729, (032)412-9463 or e-mall 
constructlonshow@iaducut.com. 


ALenten 
treat from 


Greenwich 

WHETHER YOU ARE STRICTLY 

observing a no-meat diet this 

Lenten season or not, Greenwich new pasta 
preparation should work up your appetite. Help 
Yourself to a delightful serving of Greenwich 
Арлен pasta with aliqu (crab fal) sauce, real 
пре tomatoes, and tasty crab sticks, This season- 
a otier ts great any time ol day. as heavy break- 
fast, brane, appetizing snack, or luscious dinner. 
itsa healthy and satisying meal by ван that 
would be great to share vath ends or family. Got 
itat any Greenwich store nationwide for only PE. 
Алеш В served wit crunchy Garle Stix. Rush 
tothe Greenwich store nearest you or cal Green- 
‘wich Delvery 819-4000 for Metro Manila deliv- 
"ry-Siguradong on tima! 


SNHS '46 Diamond Jubilee 
SAMAR NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES. 
‘of Class 46 aro invited to ts Diamond ве on 
"or 24 o 1. This onca In a Meme reunion shall 
coincido with thls year's SNHS alumni homecoming. 
For иле, contact Or, Pablo Tan г at (055)251- 
2867 or Paz del Rosario at (0553658-1121 
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Е ч 
a “My soul finds rest in God alone; 


my salvation comes from Him; 

He alone is my rock and my salvation 

He is my fortress, Iwill never be shaken. 
Psalm 62:1 


VIRGILIO H. CARDENO 


Peacefully joined our Creator 
on April 9, 2006 at the age of 59. 


His beloved wife Edith Alcordo Cardefio; 
children Emily Cardefio & Paulito Cardefio; 
father Mateo Cardefio (1); mother Florencia 
Hilario Cardefio; sister Dolor Сагӣейо; 
brother Gary Cardefio, other relatives and 
friends request the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Del Pilar Room, 
Funeraria Paz, Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, 
Parafiaque. 


Interment will be on Wednesday, April 12, 2006 
at the Manila Memorial Park after the 2:00 p.m. 


mourn the untimely demise of 


VIRGILIO H. CARDENO 


who peacefully joined his Creator 
on April 9, 2006. 


His remains lie in state at the Del Pilar Room, 
Funeraria Paz, Manila Memorial Park, 
Sucat, Parafiaque. 


Interment will be on Wednesday, April 12, 2006 
at the Manila Memorial Park after the 


Mass. 


2:00 p.m. Mass. 


So Dearly Loved. 

So Fondly Remembered.. Emal sent by Ted 

So Truly Missed.. оп March 23, 2005 

Easter Morning 

As the world sings triumphant cries 
to heaven 

over death that You conquered, 

help us, Lord, tomorrow as well, 

when the dresses are put away 

эла the candy is all eaten 

and on with Ше меро 

letus not forget 

The celebration of Your Resurrection 
‘over death 

is a celebration of life 

that should continue 

well beyond the sunrise service 

and the music, rehearsed for days 


itis beyond the sign of spring 

beyond the Шу 

beyond new lambs 

grazing in open fields. 

Resurrection is a daily celebration 
over fear; 

man's greatest and most powerful 
ereny. 

Fear of tomorrow, 

fear of our yesterdays, 

fear of what shall become of our 


In Memory of 


CARMEN R. ILACAD 


‘March 25, 1921 April 11, 2002 
Oaie 


4th Anniversary 
of her Reich Esra Like 

oly Mane wi be offered обу, Turd, Ap 11, 2006 Бе folowing 
Sanctuntio de San Joe Grea, San oan 
Mary the Queen Pais Madison Se cet, San Jn 
Sc Alphontus Mary De Liao Мыйз Vilage Naka 
Ж Peat te Aponte Pt Tag Ares Quon Ciy 
{Gs the Kg Church бсо) Ave, Quezon Cry 
Sacred Немт Foe Зоре Konig, Queren Ci 
Monastero de Зи. Ciara, Katipunan Ave Quod Оу 
Nasty of Our Lady Райи, Sia; Dizon Se Майга 


TEODORO CHAN 
BORLONGAN 


April 15, 1955 — April 11, 2005 


“it was on holy week 5 years ago when urban bank 
underwent its crisis with bsp that led to its holiday a few days 
later. since then, holy week for me hasbeen a painful recollection 
as well as a spiritual reflection for purpose. but I still look 
forward to the Easter.” 


700 AN & 600 PM 
EDO AM & 600 PAL 
20 AN & 600 PML 
‘GOAN 
юм 


Our Beloved Father 


ENGR. JOHN GUILLERMO BAUTISTA {J 
March 27,1936 - Apel, 2006 
текси} joined our Crestor en April 8, 2006 at the age of 70. 

His loving chin Antonio Ө Cecilia; Jose Corazon & Leak; grandchildren 
ind great grandchildren; and al relatives & friends request the pions readers 
ta pray for the eternal repose of his soul 
fis remains ie in state at Resurection 3 of Arlon Memorial Chapels e. # 
12 G Araneta Avenue, Quezon City 

"Interment will Se ox Wednesday, April 12, 2006 at Eternal Grades 

‘Memorial Park, Caloocan City, after the 3pm брата. Д 
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-and the life." 
No one comes 
to the Father 

except through 


ith physical acon 

Thisalone, 

the most touching and profound of 
Your signs 

that fears dead 

ad bicî in You brings, 

Pot just h 

bathe. 97е 

What better living parable could 
You have brought? 

Ай fear death Al 

Even in the garden, 

You took on our fear 

i Tor only moment, 

it was as real as our fears can be real 

and You knew then 

that this single enemy 

must be destroyed. 


бат, Tam, 6 pm. 7 pm 
818 am, 7:30 am, 12m, 8 pm 
Tam 

“70am 

12:15 pm 

1200 pm 

12pm 

Tia0am 

630 am 

бат 

„20 am 

830am 

830am 

Tam 

бат 

30am 

2 6pm 
‘am, 630am, 7 am, 6pm. 
{615 am, 12nn, 6pm, 7pm. 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY || FOR SALE 
| 2 WOSLER BANK VAULT DOOR. And, You sacrificed Your life, 


APRESTIGIOUS JAPANESE COMPANY ISIN NEED OF AN | WTHTAEDEAY | leaving hose who һай been comfort, 
ACCOUNTING CLERK/ mom | || Yon iet them behind, 
SECRETARY & MARKETING || | 29nx0s | i 

ASSISTANT 


I shall cling to this now, 
| Pho 500,000.00 each | ‘and the tomorrows given me. 
|та no.: 632-1010 oe 651 
PREFERABLY WITH EXPERIENCE. ERO EISE 
Should be female 21 to 23 years old 


Peace and Thanksgiving lifted unto 
You. 

Hardworking, good PR and pleasing personality 

Good salary and other benefits provided, 


PLEASE SEND BIO-DATA WITH COLOR PICTURE 
2” x 2" TO MAKATI CENTRAL POST OFFICE BOX 
NO. 2719, MAKATI CITY 1267 ON OR BEFORE 


FRIDAY, APRIL 14, 2006. 


Nonctorioss 
MOTCE HERES! ONEN 
TOP UC DAT 

per 
RESORG ATE MALE. 


Top Row wm ves back 
ATENEO; LOTS, 
House & Lot 
vali 
Са 06550 
329-18320919-4212235 


= CLASSIFIEDS _ 


MOA sets into motion PGMA’s scholarship program for call center workers 


THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT (DOLE) 
ese took те lead in forging a Memorandum ot Agreement 
MOA) etezvey saning mo motion a halimark Presicenal 
Sihoarsi program crucial to sustaining te country’s cyber 
Сіаѕѕіпеа soricos sector ss an engine of jobs and economic growth Labor 
эла Employment Secretary Parca A Sto Tomas signed te 
Ads МОА tor the Scholarship Program for Сай Comer Agents and investments growth. Applicants are accepted genoraly on th 
onPages ШАТО Susi of tne Engish profleny, scontienoe and computer 
President Rae! Ar Yap. Direcior General Augusto Boboy Мвтсу. She also notad that Engl roicent cal contor нокат 
FELD REM суши DOLE Technica Educaton and Skits Development ват some P1,000-and those with multcngua abies coul, 
баалу эла Rainerio “Bong” Bor, president of the Business ват 725,000 a morth. 


Process Association of tha Philippines (BPAP), atthe Bins F. Opi 
Hall DOLE, Intramuros. Sto. Tomas said that the MOA is In 
response to Presiden Gloria Macapagal Arroyo's Instruction to 
the DOLE and s skits development arm, tha TESDA, to impie 
ment fhe scholarship program to попа the lis and proficiency of 
the country’ cyber services workforce, and ensure jobs and 


DANSALAN GARDENS 
CONDO, 
MANDALUYONG, 
1BRw pareng et 
mads ron, 
(FURNISHED), nes vow a 
raring sun unt. 24M 
[xtd 


POEA More 


24-HR 
HOTLINES 
722-1144 
722-1155 
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OBITUARIES 7. 


of Pasig, Metro Manila 
Died peacefully in the grace of our Lord on Holy Monday at 12:56 a.m., April 10, 2006 at the age of 97. 


"woman, behold your son... Behold, your Mother” 
("Seven Last Words", John, 19:26-27) 


Her bereaved children, grandchildren and great grandchildren: 


Rodolfo & Cecille 
Peewee & Abe 
Miggoy, Gia & Jelo 


Avelino & Helen 
Rissa 
Franz & Anna 
Tricia 
Mary & Ricky 
Renzo 


Octavio Jr. & Aida 

Merlita 

Gerald & Donna 
Lyle 

Frederick 

Mark 

Tina 

Nikki 


"Who ran to help me when I fell 

And would some pretty story tell 

Or kiss the place to make it well? 

My Mother." 

("My Mother’, Stanza 6, by Ann Taylor) 


Eduardo & Nanie 
Rowena 
Cyril 
Edson & Imelda 
Iris & Isiah 


Remedios & George (1) 
Bong & Arlene 
Tan 
Tony & Jenny 
Anthony, Jacob & Aiza 
& Gayle 
Georgette, Nikko & KC 
Antonio & Sandra 
Carmela & Val 
Patricia & Reno 
Juan Paulo 
Carlo 
Pauline 


Domi 


relatives and friends, request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the Christ the King Cathedral, Green Meadows Avenue, Quezon City. 


Interment will be on Holy Wednesday, April 12, 2006 at the Pasig Catholic Cemetery following the 9:00 a.m. Mass at Christ The 


conducts 
survey 

on global 
avian flu 


WHILE EVIDENCE OF 
the global spread of 
there is a striking фар 
between companies 
concern about the im- 
pact of а human 
Pandemic and actual 
Pandemic planning, 3e 
Cording to a global 
Survey by Mercer Hu- 
man) Resource 
pon 

The survey, covering 
450 companies in 38 
Counties and 26 indus- 
"res was completed in 
the first rwo weeks of 
Marchand is believed 
tobe one ofthe most 
comprehensive and gio- 
Bal surveys conducted 
onthe subject to date. 

“Despite the rapid 
spread of avian flu 
worldwide and real 
deme would 
залсан afet com- 
panies” profits and 
productivity, Mercer's 
Survey established that 
niy a percent of ms 
fave ated a business 
Continuity plan and jus 
17 percent of organiza 
tins have a pandemic 
preparedness budget" 
Said Rosaline Chow 
Коо, head of Mercers 
health and benefits 
business for Asia Pa- 
= 

“About one in four 
dents have budgeted 
for preparedness, com- 
pared a 12 percent оГ 
the respondens in Eu- 
торе and 7 percent in 


the US," sald Ms. Коо. ОС 
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 


[Дх Contracting of Consulting Services for 
ШӘ Philippine Efficient Lighting Market Transformation Program 


The Development Support Services Center (DSSC) of the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) Invites local consultants to apply for eligibility and to bid for the 
Subcontract on Technical Assistance (TA) on EEL Lamp Ballast and Luminaire Manufacturing 
of the project “UNDP-GEF-DOE Project Philippine Efficient Lighting Market Transformation 
Program (PELMATP)". 


The Philippine Efficient Lighting Market Transformation Project (PELMATP) is intended to address 
the barriers о widespread utiization of energy effcentightng (EEL) systems in the Philippines. it 
aimed at contrbuling o he realization о he country's sustainable development objectives and ts 
(Gel in reducing GHG emissions in the energy sector. t wil specificaly focus on the promotion of 
PELs energy eficient version of near fucrescentiamps (Le.. Sirm tube biphosphor coated), CFLs, 
gh ntensty discharge (HID) lamps, balasts (ow lass electromagnetic anc electronic) and energy 
«бст luminaires. The project wil accelerate integration of EEL promotion programs io the energy 
Conservation and energy etfcency (EC & EE) programs ofthe Philippines Department of Energy 
(ОЕ), enhance private sectors Involvement and appreciation of he benefis of EELS, and ensure 
nat environmental impacts associated wih the widespread use of EELS are miigated. The project 
objectives wil be achieved with ће implementation of specific barrier removal programs that wil 
move. (1) updating of policies, standards and guidelines оп лил; applications: (2) institutional 

nical capacity building: (3) consumer education and information dissemination; (4) 
development and implementation of appropriate financing mechanisms; and (5) mitigating 
‘environmental impacts of the widespread ишйтавоп of EELS. 


To be able to attain said objectives, the project requires the services of a subcontractor who shall 
Undertake the subcontract on Technical Assistance (TA) on EEL Lamp Ballast and Luminaire 
Manufacturing. 


Under this component, the project seeks to provide assistance to local ighing product manufacturers 
te design, produce and make avallable affordable EELS in the market. 


For Interested partes, Bid Documents (Elgiilly Requirements, instructions to Bidders and Terms 
Of Relerence) may be secured personally, upon payment of a non-refundable amount of 
PhP 1.000.00 for each Contract from the folowing address 


Development Support Services Center 
United Nations Development Programme 
30" Floor, Yuchengco Tower, RCBC Plaza 
6819 Ayala Avenue corner Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City 
"Tel No. 632 901 0273/901 0271 
Fax No. 632 901 0200/ 889 7177 


The abovementioned Bid Documents wil be released to all interested participants staring 17 April 
200819 2 April 2008 only. The Bid Documents shall contain all instructions on the rules, 
Broctderes, dates and other schedules for the pre-i conference and opening o bid envelopes, as 
‘Wel as turier dotats on he scope of services required. 


UNDP reserves tho right lo reject any or эй the bids, waive any defect or informality therein, accept 
the bid and award the contract tothe most advantageous ciler to tne UNDP, for and in Бопай of e 
Department of Energy. UNDP assures no tesponsibity lo compensate c indemnity the bidder for 
any expense or lose that may be incurred for ne preparation o! bids, пог does R guarantee that an. 
‘award wil bo made. 


(594) ETHELIND B. CAPUNO 


Manager, OSSC 


Jop 


visit us at: www.jobmarketonline.com 


Republic of the Philippines 
Professional Regulation Commission 
Manila 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Professional Regulation Commission, with address at P. Paredes cor. М. Reyes 
St (formerly Morayta St), Sampaloc, Manila, hereby invites prospective bidders to apply 
{or eligibility and to bid for. 


Approved 
[^^ 
the Contract 


Tens to Bid for 
206 
термете: 


Prin and Sup ol 
Тез Boets lor 
‘2006 Lcesire 
[d 
Teachers LED 


Гете 
Prebid 
Conlerence 


DateNerue of 
Submission and 
Opening ol Bids 


Mon- 
полазе Fee 


[7T] 
мат. 

Anota. 
PRC Conerenco Rm. 
2d Foot. Main Bi. 


ay 09,2008 
Айал. 
PRC Caforene Rm. 
зла Fat, Main Big. 


post per poge 
uno Test 
Books) 


Only bidders registered with the Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) for procurement 
cof goods and services shall be alowed to participate In the bidding process. Bidders may 
‘Shlain the list of the registration requirements for procurement of goods and services at 
the Office of the BAC Chairman, Commissioner Renato В. Valdecantos, 2nd floor, PRC 
Main Bidg.. starting on April 6, 2006. Start of the Issuance of Certification of Registration 
to bidders shall start on April 20, 2008. 


Bid forms and the Terms of Reference (TOR) may be obtained by interested bidders 
starting on April 6, 2006 from the Office of the BAC Chairman. 


The PRC Bids and Awards Committee shall screen the eligibility of prospective 
bidders based on their compliance withthe eligibility requirements on a pass/fail basis, 
evaluate, and post-qualify bids based on a set of criteria of responsiveness to the 
Commission's need, 


Ali particulars relative to the registration, eligiblly, bidding, evaluation of bids, and 
awards of contract shall be governed by the applicable provisions of Republic Act No. 
9164, otherwise known as the "Government Procurement Reform Act (GPRA), and ils 
implementing rules and regulations. 


The Commission reserves the fight to verify the veracity of any information or 
authenticity of any document submitted in the course of bidding and lo undertake ocular 
inspection of offices and facities of bidders. It likewise reserves the right o reject any ог 
ali bids, waive any defect or formality therein, and to accept the offer most advantageous 
to the PRC. it shal по! assume any responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or indemnity 
the bidders or any expense incurred in the preparation of the bid, nor does it guarantee 
that an award willbe made. 


Very truly yours, 


(Sgd.) LEONOR T. ROSERO 
‘Chairperson 
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MAGBAYAD NG 


PLAY before you buy ‚е TAMANG BUWIS 
7 /C4 LIFE * bago ang April 17 г ine. 


Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 
sms feedback: inquirer ife ramefageley message to 2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) or omall us at jr. Jestyleinauiretcom ph 


MONDAY ARTS & BOOKS @ TUESDAY FITNESS e WEDNESDAY 2BU Ф THURSDAY FOOD e FRIDAY FASHION & BEAUTY 


exencistor THEWEEK ¬ Beer may not be the only 
Inner thigh and oblique lift | reason for that belly 


This Pilates-inspired 

exercise strengthens 

the inner thighs and IS THERE REALLY SUCH A grounds (the measurement, used 
the obliques (muscles thingasabeerbellporabeer WELLAND eae RETE 
that crisscross the gut? Соор R hol differently? More research is 
waist): According to а recent study blam- d 

Equipment: Tina Japanese: Only shochu (and no 

Exercise mat and mini jj 1 Juan other type of beverage) was associat- 
ball (you can use any small 3 inking patter i ed with a bigger belly. Shochu is simi- 
plastic or rubber ball you ù | n how Jar to sake except sake is brewed and 
ш at ae Я е per week but not daily) and less than shochu is distilled. 

xercise technique: dpi I: ‘weekly (drank less than one time per ^ French: Women drinkers of wine 

1. Ше sideways with а dissi suus : Abdominal height — шу and beer had a bigger waist to hip ra- 
your elbow directly under | Salma sr mmi | Alcohol has calories and any "Weekly drinkers were further di- tio but no association was seen in 
your shoulder. Place the Ке vided into weekend-only drinkers men. Liquor had no effect for both 
ball between your ankles you gain w a (Friday, Saturday or Sunday) and sexes. 

2. Straighten your legs University of Buffalo wanted to un- = throughout-the-week drinkers Caucasian: For men, there was a 
and bring them slight! ° е relationship between alco- (drank on weekdays and weekends). bigger waist-to-hip ratio for drinkers 
forward. Gently nd fat specifically deposited іл “For this study a “drink” was consid- of beer wine and liquor. For women it 
lower body backward so V. emdiobe 355 lof beer (12 ounces), ‚ was only liquor and beer. 
that you are facing the ceil ей а measurement called. 148 ml of wine (fveounces) and 37 mi" African-American: Beer, wine and 
ing at an oblique angle. = aaa eee ‘ofliquor (1.2 ounces). This is similar to liquor gave men a big belly but, for 
Raise your other arm to m the guidelines set by American health only beer and wine had an 
shoulder level for balance. u li authorities for a “standard drink.” The 

3. Exhale as you lift your only difference is liquor, which is 15 Swedes: Women drinkers were af- 
legs; inhale as you lower Е ur- ounces (suaightor in a mixed drink). fected by liquor but not by beer or 
them down i wine. 

Performance tips: heart Type of alcohol Czechs: There was no link be- 

1. The mini ball helps E^ disease and diabetes. ‘Among women, wine drinkers had tween drinking beer and a beer belly 
you keep your legs togeth- | ч = i ER the lowest abdominal height and in men and women. 
er Drinking pattern _ liquor drinkers had the highest. Beer 

2, Pull up tall from the $ | The study looked at frequency, in- drinking was not associated with Frequency 
shoulders. Do not allow “centrally located fat.” Women weekend-only drinkers 
your shoulders to sag Tor te men, beer and liquor had а greater abdominal height 
downward toward the inthe study were теп drinkers had similar abdominal than those who drank the same 
mat. 4. Start and finish the exercise. Do not do it if you ^x between ages 35 and 79. heights and wine drinkers had the amount but did so throughout the 

3. Tighten up the mus- exercise with the legs al- have lower back problems. lowest height week 
cles of the trunk and legs ready lifted a few inches Repetition: | (body mass index of 28). їп men, abdominal height re- 
before you attempt to lft off the floor Do five to 10 repetitions | They were classified into daily Ethnicity mained the same whether they were 
the legs off the mat. 5, This is an advanced on eachside. drinkers, weekly but less than daily Other studies found different re- 


экн» sults for varying ethnic back BEEN CI 


оп April 1246; If you need assistance while you're on the road, just look for our Ford EO... crews deployed at five major Holy Week destinations. We go 
the extra mile for you, because Ford cares. 


Shell Batangas Shell Select Tagaytay Vil salman Shel salon fing Salon aco, John Hay 
Maharlika Hi-way  Aguinaldo Hi-way, Bgy. Salapungan, Tarlac City jagulo Cit 

Sto Tormas, Batangas ду. Kaybagal Tagaytay 0 Holline: 0921-4616861 Hotline: 0919-4090104 
Нойпе: 0920-8269132 
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THE CHAMPION in the cheer dance was PUP The university also got the award 


for biggest schoo! delegati 


Kickoff makes it official 


HOT summer fashion 
from Nautilus by P] 


Aranador 


CONTESTANT 


Melanie Umali shows 


offa hot summer 
ensemble from 
Speedo. 


YOUNG achievers: Antonio Ressano Gar 


HEY, ITS TIME FOR SUMMER 
fun again, palanggas 

"Thai cool Nestea drew tons and tons of stu- 
denis from different schools to the NBC Tent 
at The Fort for the exciting and fun-filled NBV 
Serve summer kickoff party presented by 
yeah, Nestea, the official drink of summer, 
natch! 

Students from—okay, roll сїй 
time--Adamson University, Assumption Col 
Тере, Ateneo de Manila University, Centro Es- 
colar University, College of St. Benilde, De la 
Salle University, Far Eastern University, 
Tyceum College, Manuel L Quezon Universi- 
ty, Mapua Institute of Technology, Polytechnic 
University of the Philippines, St. Scholastica's 
College, San Beda College, University of the 
East, University of the Philippines and Univer- 
sity of Santo Tomas all had a blast during the 
bash, as popular bands Sugarfree, Hale and 
SpongeCola rocked the house. 

‘The best part of the happening was the 
search for the NBV Team 10, which had 31 
gorgeous students from different schools tak- 
ing to the catwalk in summer's hottest looks 
from Nautilus by PJ Aranador and Speedo, 
dahlings 

Five stunning guys and five gals were cho 
sen as members of NBV Team 10. They willbe 
flown to Boracay in May for a chance to share 
the spotlight with top PMAP 
models, and enjoy the awe- 
some Nestea Beach Volley 

s^ biggest 


Members of NBV Team 10 
automatically become junior 
image models of Nautilus by 
PJ Aranador, palanggas. 

“The NBV Serve summer 
kickoff ралу is the perfect 
(way) to start another fun- 
filed and exciting summer 
event, May 4-6, highlighted 
by the Nestea Beach Volley 2006, a fashion 
show by the PMAP models, concert by Bam- 
boo, plus other fun beach activities at Hey! 
Jude's Resort beachfront,” said Nestlè AVP 
and Nestea consumer marketing manager, la 
simpatica, Tina Samaco, palanggus. 

"This fab happening is being sponsored by 
Speedo, Mikasa, Cebu Pacific, Vila de Oro Bo- 
racay Beach Resort, Le Soleil de Boracay Ho- 
tel, Canon Powershot Digital Cameras, Cub 
Теп Resort, D'Mall D’Boracay, Hey! Jude Re- 
sort, Schering-Plough Coppertone, La Salle 
Greenhils, ClicktheCitycom, Crystal Sand 
Resort, Boracay Gold Crowne Club, Bantay 
Kalikasan ABS-CBN Foundation and Nautilus 
by PJ Aranador: 

Hey, talk about sponsors by the tons, huh! 


Arcache 
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„ Sunshine de Leon, Nino 


Zulueta and Robbie босо 


WirHoUT { 
ВАТТІМС 
ТАМ EYELASH = 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 
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LIFESTYLE ........ 


` 


Faustino and Zigmund Nicolas 


sum. 


mer’s here 


THE BIG THREE: Raymund Villaflor, Nestlé AVP head for consumer promotions and events; 
Eugene David, Nestlé senior VP and business executive manager; and Tina Samaco, Nestlé 


[AVP and Nestea consumer marketing manager 


Well, why not? Everybody wants to get into 
the act with Nestea, n'est ce pas? 


New jewel 

Сута, an awesome Greek restaurant con- 

cept by Nino Zulueta and 

Robbie Сосо, в the lates 
jewel to reach the shores of 
stunning Boracay It offi- 
ally opened its wide 
doors with an all-white 
‘opening bash, palanggos. It 
has been fully packed 

Although everyone 
came im their sexiest 
"Whites, the diverse back- 
grounds of guests gave the 
Event los of color. The ex- 
cellent cuisine of Cyma definitely satisfied the 
craving of the di 
back for more days later, palanggas. 

As wine flowed all nigh ong, we rocked to 
the eclectic mix of tunes from exotic lo 


ANTHONY Perez de Tagle, Cheese 
Ledesma, Joe! Ong and Connie Perez de 
Tagle 


A " 


JAMES Mackay MARTIN Ruby, Tina Pluquet 


cales Spain, Greece, Morocco, Paris, while 
being served yum-yummy appetizers and 
samplers of main courses from Супаз 
super creative menu. 

‘With а Mediterranean theme and 
tucked away in a quiet corner of the 
new D'Mall, away from the noise, the 
resto used the cool colors of the 
ocean—biue and waite. The over- 
all décor was simple and fea- 
tured clean lines. 

Early bird moi noticed en 
joying the aperitifs Iñigo 
Maricris Zobel; and Cebu- 
based Chary, Sofica and 
Jon Aboitiz 

This was, naturellement, 
the calm before the after- 
moon storm, palanggas. The 
Boracay gourmand popula- 

Чоп dashed in like a burri- | 
‘cane—top local restaurateur | 
Paolo Occhinero of True | 
Food and Aria, with long- 
d Susan; viva 

cious Nadine of the famed Re- 
al Coffee; steady twosome 
Cheese Ledesma of Nami and 
Joel Ong; successful contractor of 

ala Spa and the “in” Asya ho 
tel, Bacchus Zulueta; chef Peter 
from Lemon Café; Jude and Louise 
from the one-of-a-kind Hey! Jud 
Bar and Resto; Richie Quevedo 
formerly of Bamboo Lounge 
Angeles Corrine of Organic Café: cool 
father and son Freddie Paniccucci sil 


handsome Giancarlo; and mega arc 


2 
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tect and interior designer Anton Ме 
дога. 


and Vikki Aquino 
Mendoza 


SIGALIT Djemal and Anton 


TUESDAY, APRIL 11,2006. 


‘THE GALS take the plunge in the NBV Serve. 
Plunge Challenge. 


MTV Vjs Patty Laurel and John Joe ham it up. 


As we savored the superb menu, we peo- 
ple-watched. 

Moi couldn't miss the fun French connec- 
tion there in full force, like Tina Pluquet with 
brother Alex P and her new fiancé, Martin 
Ruby, plus a group of Parisian pals. They had. 
ablasttill dawn. 

Gorgeous head-turners Amanda Griffin 
and Cyma's Anna Cu-unjieng swear by the 
Moussaka and Osso Buco, 

And beautiful couple Chris and Katrina 
Feist; Manille-based Goco famille, including 
Marieta Primicias Goco, Mana босо and 
Cyma partner Gina Goco, natch, added more 
energy tothe bustling scene, 

Cyma regular, ADB's Antonio Ressano- 
Garcia, with pals Portuguese Ambassador 
José Caetano da Silva, plus tons of expats 
added dash to the opening. 

‘A delicious giant bowl of steamed mus- 
sels cooked in a delicate white wine, gar- 
lic, lemon, butter, parsley sauce; the to- 
die-for Saganaki, flaming cheese served 
with pita bread; Calamarakia, the most 
tender fried baby squid I've tasted out- 
side of Spain and served with tzatzi- 
Ki; and the Greek Salad Horiatiki, 
‘were on the fantastic menu, 
XX among others, palanggas. 
\y, Here, there and just every- 
where, making sure our 
‘wine and booze glasses were 
always full were gorgeous 
beauty and brains Sunshine 
{ de Leon, по less, who just 
breezed ‘into town from a 
‘working stint in London; and 
close pal and partner Nino Zu- 
шеа 
‘Good-looking Los Angeles: 
based actor Miguel de Leon, 
played photographer, to help 
his sister Sunshine's latest pro- 
ject 
Clients were elbow to elbow 
at the cozy restaurant. The effi- 
cient staff kept the orders com- 
ing till way way past midnight, 
palanggas. 
Hey, the Cyma Boracay famille 
includes Robbie босо, Nino Zulue- 
ta, Bacchus Zulveta, Sunshine de 
eon, Roman Teehankee and Gina 
босо. 


YOUNG, good-looking Lemuelle Pelayo models. 
summer fashion from Nautilus by Р) Aranador. 


DONG Alegre and Freddie. 
Paniccucci 


products 


Го 


Sea Beauty | 


EXPERIENCE the power of mud on your skin with Natural Sea Beauty Mud facial cleansing 
ш Cleansing Gel, Purifying Mud Facial Scrub and Purifying Mud Mask. Buy any 
‘of these products and get a free vanity bag. 


‘pamper your skin. 


With Natural Sea Beauty, a skin- 
care line from LOreal israel, you will 


discover that mud is no 
pears to be. 


Composed of tiny particles of 
lay, mud is actually nature's most 
effective deep cleanser. It absorbs 
impurities from the skin's pores 


down to the last traces 
At the same time, it 


the skin with the minerals ess 


tial fora healthy, radia 


‘One of the legendary beauties in 
history, Cleopatra, knew that and 
she got the most mineral-rich in- 
gredients in the world, from the 


Dead Sea. 


Discover the power of mud 


USE THE MAGIC OF MUD TO 


Cleopatra's beauty secret 


what Natural Sea Beauty is about, 
using raw materials from the Dead 


Sea. 
x what it ap- 
cleansing products: 


types. It unci 


of makeup. 
replenishes 


skin, leaving it smooth and soft. 
Purifying Mud Facial Scrub, 

all skin types, com 

int complex- 


tone lighter. 


Purifying Mud Mask is a rejave- 


Ту the unique mud facial 


Mud Cleansing Gel is for all skin 

gs pores and ab. 
sorbs excess oil dirt and makeup 
to purify, refresh and renew the 


ins tiny gran- 
ules of mineral mud from the 
Tiberias Hot Springs. It removes 
dead skin cells while purifying and 
smoothing the skin to leave it 
clean, radiant and noticeably а 


is mating mineral mud that gently 
cleanses and moisturizes the skin, 
It absorbs excess oil to leave skin 
clean, refreshed, smooth and radi- 
ant. 

When you buy any of these Nat- 
ural Sea Beauty products you get a 
free vanity bag. 

Natural Sea Beauty products 
are available at che following Wat- 
sons outlets: SM Manila; 2/5 SM 
Megamall, Bldg. A (Daimaru); 
Harrison Plaza; SM Megamall De- 
partment Store, Bldg. В; SM 
Makati Department Store; Green- 
belt 1; Gateway Май Cubao; SM 
Southmall Las Piñas; and SM 
North Edsa. 

They are also available at Land- 
mark and Ayala Cebu, 


for 
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ONCE IN A WHILE, YOUVE GOT TO 
take a break—from work, pressures, bad. 
habits, incessant worrying and run-awey 
emotions. To keep you from breaking 
down under all that self-imposed weight, 
its time to lighten your load. 

You read right. Its self-imposed. We 
cause everything we experience today 
simply because we allow these concerns 
to become problems that lead to stress. 

But its never too late to repair the 
damage to our bodies, minds, hearts and 
spirit. And now is as good a time as any. 


Just for a day 

Can you take a break from the count, 
Jess days devoted to things that “matter” 
most pursuit of power, influence, love 
or money? 

Here's how: 

* Declare today a think-nothing-seri- 
ous day. Simply ban any serious think 


s. 

* Make it also a do-nothing-serious 
day. Do nothing of great importance like 
closing contracts, meeting business part- 
ners or worrying about your house bills 
or loved ones. 

Lighten your load 

"When you lighten the load on your 
shoulders, a sigh of relief instantly fol- 
lows. 

Body 

* Quit the junk for a day You know 
exactly what your body craves—salt, 
sugar, alcohol, caffeine (and the really 
lethal drugs that should be permanently 
banned). 

* For 24 hours, eat only healthy food, 


Cleansing guide for body, min 


drink only nutritious beverage. Stock up. 
оп vegetables and fruits that you can ei- 
ther eat as a salad or drink as juice. 

e Walk briskly or visita gym. 

ө Stop stuffing yourself. Stop eating 
after the first burp. If you follow this 
rule, you will literally unburden your 
stomach. 

e In between meals, snack on some- 
thing raw like vegetables/fruits. It may 
be a culture shock for some but it works 
wonders in recharging the body and 
eventually losing weight. 


Mind 

If it’s all in the mind, then lets begin 
here. 

* Remove the word “limits” from 
your mental vocabulary It no longer ex: 
iste. From now on, you do not know the 
meaning of the word they сай limits for 
youhave none. 

' Plantin your mind a mental picture 
оа sunrise. Since the rising sun is a sym- 
bol of hope, then imagine the sun always 
rising from the east of your mind. 

Each time you find yourself confused, 
simplify matters by invoking the new- 
ness of a morning sun that ought to get 
‘you back on track. Affirm: "Morning has 
broken. The sun rises in my heart.” 

ө Rer less In fact, challenge а fear 
today Some may not be aware of the mo- 
tives behind their actions. More often 
than not, they are motivated by fear. Face 
your fear squarely. The sooner you ac- 
Ynowledge it, the better for you. 

© Unload your heart. Accept the pain, 
hurts, betrayals, disappointments then 
replace them only with good memo- 
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ries Love, laughter and joy. 

Removing-worry exercise 

Оп a piece of paper, write а letter to a 
trusted friend (that you don't intend to 
тай anyway). Write down your worries, 
explain why you worry what caused 
them and, more importantly, how they 
can or cannot be resolved. 

As soon as you write them, 
the solutions will emerge, 


gin the day doing spiritual gymnastics. It 
fiexes your muscle for facing any chal- 
lenge. 

© Be an expert at asking Heaven a 
question. Asking God is yet another exer- 
cise in trusting the Divine. When you ask, 
an answer always appears. 

‘© Learn to read life. Reading life is 
an art. It begins with symbols, road 
maps, signs along the way. These visi 
ble manifestation or directional signs 
maybe a sticker message on the back of 
а car while you are stuck in traffic 
roads. 

Keep the faith, especially when you 
are at а low point in your life, a time 
when you are tempted to give up. 


ПЕЙ 


d, : spirit 


е Go to your spiritual shangrila. Yes, 
there is one! And its inside you. Before 
you close your eyes at bedtime, make a 
quiet wish to be transported to an oasis 
of joy and inner peace. 

Imagine a temple towering majestical- 
iy before you. You are bathed in the radi- 
ant colors ofthis palace. This image will 
remain yours and you will revisit it each 
time you need to resurrect the healing 
power you need to renew yourself. 

‘Your affirmation: “I invoke renewal in 
my life. Beginning today" 

‘Love and light! 


"Text CQ 2966 for Smart Health Beauty 
and Wellness Updates 


slowly but surely 

' Choose the word survivor 
over the word victim. When 
you adopt the “survivor” pro- 
ramming in your head, you 
Sill begin to fedl Jess and less 2 
victim of life. And your per 
spective иШ change. 

Go ahead. Celebrate “World 
survivors Day” Write down 
the word survivor on a brightly 
colored piece of paper, then 
place it in a most-frequently 
Seen spot in the house. Seeing 
it day in, day ош is enough о 
achieve outstanding results in 
your ie. 


Spirit 
© Engage in spiritual exer- 
cise. Pray, meditate, reflect. Be- 


After the accident 


DON'T LEAVE THEIR MARKS ON YOU 


After Contractubex® treatment. 


Mary Magdalene, 
the woman Jesus loved 


Partit 


THE GOSPEL OF PHILIP FOUND IN 
Nag Hammadi, Upper Egypt, in 1945 
contains this very revealing passage: 

“... The companion of the (Savior 
was)... Mary Magdalene. (But Christ 
loved)... her more than [all the disci- 
ples, and used to kiss her [often] on 
her (mouth). The rest of the disciples 
were offended... They said to him, 
Why do you love her more than all of 
us? 

"rhe savior answered and said to 
them, Why do Inotlove you like her? 
When a blind man and one who sees 
are both together in darkness, they 
are по different from one another. 
When the light comes, then he who 
sees will see the light, and he who is 
blind will remain in darkness.” 

‘What I believe Christ was saying to 
them is this: "Even i£ I explain this to 
you, and you do not have the inner 
Knowing, the gnosis, then you will 
still not understand. You are like the 
blind man who cannot see even ifthe 
light comes. But if you have inner vi 
sion or inner knowledge, you will un- 
derstand.” 

"This implies that Mary understood 
and therefore had no need for explicit 
explanation. She intuitively knew 
and understood her true role which 
the disciples apparently did not. 


Favored 

‘According to Elaine Pagels, who 
holds а doctorate degree from Har- 
vard and author of the Gnostic 
Gospels, "the Gospel of Mary depicts 


“INNER fy 


_ AWARENESS ee 


Jaime T. 
Licauco 


Mary Magdalene (never recognized 
as ап apostle by the Orthodox 
church) аз the one favored with vi- 
sions and insight that surpass Peter's. 
"The Dialogue of the Savior (also part 
ofthe Nag Hammadi Library) praises 
her not only as a visionary, but as the 
apostle who excels all the rest. She is 
the woman who knew it all.” 

Mary Magdalene, after Christ's res- 
urrection, became the intermediary 
between Jesus and the other disci- 
ples. As the constant companion of 
Jesus and the first witness of the Res- 
rection, it seemed only natural, as 
Michael Terdieu, editor of the Berlin 
Codex pointed ош, that she had been 
accorded special revelations. 

Instead of explaining why Mary 
Magdalene was not even considered 
an apostle when it was to her that Je- 
Sus Christ revealed the most secret 
teachings after his resurrection, not 
to Peter and the other disciples, the 
Church simply labeled those who a 
vocated this view to be heretics. 

"But labeling a statement or belief 
heretical does not mean it is wrong. It 
only means irs different from the ac- 
‘cepted or authorized belief. 

For example, during the medieval 
period, it was heresy to believe that 


the earth revolved around the sun. In 
fact, the great astronomer Galileo 
was arrested by the Holy Inquisition 
because of such belief. He was made 
to retract this “heresy” or be burned 
at the stake. The Orthodox and ac- 
‘cepted view at that time was that the 
sun revolved around the earth. 


Unprecedented 

The aggressive and often acrimo- 
nious smear campaign the Catholic 
Church has unleashed on Dan Brown's 
novel, which the author himself ad- 
mitted to be mere Scion, is unprece 
dented in modem literary history 

Church apologists took pains to 
point out every small artistic, histori- 
Eal, theological, biblical and even ge- 
‘ographical errors Brown supposedly 
committed in his work, errors that are 
fot essential to the story he was 
telling. 

But Brown should be happy with 
the aggressive stance the Catholic 
church has taken against him. I will 
make his very popular book even 
more popular More people who may 
тог have been interested in reading 
the book will now want to know what 
the fuss is all about 

As usual, the Church will be at the 
losing end in this publicity game. 
Brown has the numbers. And with a 
move starring Tom Hanks coming 
ош soon, watch the sales of the book 
go even higher 

T wish the church also condemns 
my book "On Christianity, New Age 
and Reincarnation.” That will ensure 
fts place on the bestseller list. 


Photo shows the scars sustained by a patient after an accidental windshield injury (ef) 
and the scar improvement afier Coniractubex? treatment (right). 


ACCIDENTS HAPPEN. Though we may be lucky to live and tell the tale, we often 
have to face the fact that some things are not going to be the same again. The 
SCARS for one will be a haunting reminder of the accident. BUT THAT DOES 
NOT HAVE TO BE THE CASE. We may never get over the accident trauma but 
we could get rid of their marks. 


“The clinical efficacy of Contractubex® in treating fresh and longer-standing scars 
and keloids hos been documented in numerous studies, In the course of 
 Contractubex? therapy, scar size, color and hardness are reduced and symptoms 
associated with scars, such as itching, feelings of tension and pain, are improved. 


Site 


Scars 


pae 
Heparin sodium 
Allantoin 


Contractubex Gel 


‘Specific treatment for scars, 


In other cases, 
use Contracrubex. 


To know more about scars and Contractubex®, please send us an email 
at contractubex@organon.ph You may also text us at 09178523350 or 
сай (632) 8177638. Contractubex? is available in leading drugstores 
nationwide. 


Hybrids are more versatile 


PRINCE, THE WORLD LEADER IN RAC- 
quet technology, has re-engineered two 
of its most popular products—the 03 
Hybrid Shark and 03 Hybrid Hornet. 
The reengineering is geared toward 
stability, power, speed and versatility The 
products are available at popular prices. 
Prince introduced its award-winning 
03 Engineered Technology last year. 
The Shark, best known as the racquet 
used by former Wimbledon champion 
Maria Sharapova, offers great versa 
ty fora wide range of players looking for 
power and control. With the addition of 


has a higher sweet spot and greater sta- 
bility for improved shot-making, rock- 
solid feel and deadly power 

The application of 03 Hybrid Technol 
ogy to the Homer, Prince's most versatile 
fame, makes it the most appropriate 
racquet for aspiring competitive players. 

Prince 03 Hybrid Hornet racquets are 
now available at Toby's Sports, Chris 
Sports, Planet Sports, Sports House and 
other major sporting goods stores па- 
ionwide. Demo racquets are available 
through the Try Before You Buy pro- 
gram. Call 6719765 or 6716660 or visit 


PRINCE 
re-engineers 
its Hybrids. 


03 Hybrid Technology, the racquet now 


Beer may not be the only reason. ые 


‘weekend-only or 
week drinkers. 


Number of drinks 

The study found that men and 
women who had less than one drink 
per drinking day had an abdominal 
eight that was 2.72 cm smaller than. 
daily drinkers of four or more drinks. 

Even for weekly drinkers (more 
than one time per week but not dai 
ly), the number of drinks mattered. 
‘Those who drank less than one drink 
per drinking day had an abdominal 
height that was 201 em smaller than 


i 4 4 


throughout-the- 


those who drank four or more drinks. 


Take-home message 

Drinkers of small amounts of alco- 
hol consumed on a regular basis had 
the lowest abdominal height whi 
those who drank intensely (three to 
four drinks per drinking day) but in- 
frequently (once or twice a week) had 
the highest measurements. 

‘Moderate consumption of alcohol 
has been set at one drink per day for 
women and ewo drinks per day for 
men. Don't try to "accumulate" your 
drinks and drink them all in one day 


www princetennis.com. 


then rationalize you are still within 
the recommended low-risk drinking 
guidelines. This is not good for your 
health or your waistline- 

For the full study, visit herp.//jn.na- 
‘wition.org:80/cgi/content/abstract/ 
133/8/2655. 


‘The Fitness Network Philippines 
(formerly AFPP) will hold a seminar on 
April 22. Tintin Bersola-Babao will 
present “Rebounding.” Сай 9202762 
ог 0917-5181202. Visit www fitness 
philippines.org 

Visit wurw.tinajuanfitness.info 


4 


MED! Car, the Healthcare I Deserve! 


С harge 


ae Doc! 


What is Leukemia? 
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CHALLENGE 
YOURSELF. Climb. 
the 25-foot wall " 
‘ae Toby's Arena, 
The Ro 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


LIFESTYLE .. 


Find your game then buy your gear 


Toby's 
wants 

to make 
sport 
shopping 
an 
experience 


By Anne A. Jambora. 


ISCOVER YOUR KIND OF 

sport through the country's 

first-ever interactive sports 
house. 

And feel the game—whether its bad- 
minton, basketball, boxing, inline skating, 
rock climbing, table tennis and more—before 
youbuy a sport equipment. 

"he new 1,000-square-meter multilevel 
‘Toby Sports Arena at Glorietta 2, Ayala Cen- 
ter, Makati even has а track oval simulating 
the characteristics of a real sports stadium. 

Patterned after specialized sports houses in 
the United States, Toby's took the concept fur- 


ther by offering a variety 

in just one space. This effective! 

the individual choices and needs of client 
ling those who аге still undecided on what 

sport to pursue. 

"Tryout is free of charge. Gears, of course, 
will be provided by Toby's. 

"The goal we always had is to make sport 
shopping an experience,” says Roberto Clau- 
dio, founder of Toby's Sports. 

And an experience it 


First in the country 

The full-size badminton cour 
its kind in any store inthe w 
customer to ty the spor 
This time limit was set i 


traffic the popular sport would create. 

Claudio said gear for badminton, a sport 
the middie class can finally afford to play, re- 
mained among Toby's bestseller: 

Asport predicted to be the next big thing by 
Claudio's son, operation manager Toby is box- 
ing. Test your endurance for jabs, straights, 
cuts and hooks before enrolling in a boxing 
class. Punching and speed bags are available 
forthe curious and diehard fans of boxing. 

"he more courageous might want to ty 
scaling the freeform (3D) climbing wall 
Called The Rock, the climbing wallis especially 
designed to accommodare beginners, interme- 
diare and advanced climbers alike. 

‘A Speed Climb Challenge, where partici 

pants can race against time, is in the drawing 
Board. Winners names will be posted on the 
scoreboard. 
Toby's Shootout wil still be around. Show 
off your skill in wo kinds of competitions he 
3-Point King and the Stop and Pop. Your scores 
will be compared to other players and ranked, 
with daily weekly and monthly high scorers 
listed on the Shootout All-Stars Boa 

Should you go to the store by yourself, you 
сап still enjoy nding your sport through To- 
bys automatic bal pitching machine. Experi 
ence tennis table tennis, softball and baseball 


$ with the simple addition of a wraparound net. 


BOXING is predicted to be the next big thing KENNEVIC Asuncion tries the full-sized badminton court. 


in Philippine sport. 
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Healthy start 
to morning 


GE 
with cereals. 


‘You may not know but cereal 
for breakfast can get you the 
slender body you may have 
been wishing for for а long 


time, 


Start your day on a healthier 
тоге with the new Nestlé Fit- 


p nesse. 


Made from whole wheat, 
Nestlé Fltnesse is high in essen- 
tial nutrients Шке calcium and 
folie acid. It has zero choles- 


FIT AND SLIM 


terol and is low in fat. Consist- 
ing of whole wheat grains, ital- 
so provides much-needed 
fiber. 

At P99 per 180-g pack, Nes- 

Finesse Is not just light in 
calories, but light on the pock- 
et, too. 

'A bow! of cereals a day can 
help keep the pounds away to 
maintain that slim silhouette. 

Nestlé Fimesse Breakfast j 
Cereal is available in all lead- 
Ing grocerles and supermar- 
kets nationwide, 


A 


Innovation 


LEVIS ENGINEERED JEANS LIVED UP TO 
its name during the recent two-day Levi's En- 
gineered Jeans Freedom Camp at the М: 
Market! Activity Center. 

The event featured innovative activities like 
individual and group freestyle dance, freestyle 
basketball, freestyle football, free climbing and 


the jeans provided the kind of 
young people wanted. 

Individual winners were: freestyle basket- 
ball-Jessie Boy Latonero, Miguel Aragon 
Eryll San Jose; freestyle football Matrhe 
Virtucio, Sung Hag Ahn, Roxy Dorlas; and 

y ке Меп, Poy Magal- 
lanes, Joanne Samson. 

In the group competition, Emilio Aguinaldo 
College's moves and ticks earned them the top 
prize 

Prizes for the top three 
‘were P20,000, P10,000 and 5,000. 
prize winner in each ofthe three event 


LEVI'S consumer marketing manager 
Michelle Borromeo and Levi brand leader 
Ronnie Celestial 


JINNO Rufino, Chinggay Andrada and Monch 
Martelino 


A ^ 


Expert help 

Product specialists are on hand to answer 
questions and ssi clients 

“Tobys has been active in creating spors 
awareness among Filipinos. ГА ike to get every 
fsd to play sports and make him/her feel what it 
is ike to be тее an arena,” Claudio said 

Soon, said Claudio, there would be free de- 
mos, clinics, exhibitions, seminars, launches 
and other spas related actives to attract 
Denbies and sports enthusiasts. 

Experts will conduct basie courses and give 
pointers Claudio said, К was, afer all, part of 
Their mission to make the country a republic of 
sports and fess enthusiasts. 


TUESDAY, APRIL I 1, 2006 


FLEXIBILITY, 
endurance and power. 
Shape up with sports. 


Toby's Arena in Glorietta 2 is now the 
biggest sports house in the Philippines and one 
ofthe biggest in Asia. It carries over 60,000 dif- 
ferent types of sports gear, equipment and ас- 
cessories from more than 100 best known 
names in sports. 
rom mainstream sports to outdoor activi 
Чез to extreme sports, Toby's bas one of the. 
widest selection of gears and equipment. “' " 
Founded in 1979, Toby's Sports now has 37 
branches nationwide, six of them Toby's Arena 
superstores. The next Arena will soon open at 
the SM Май of Asia. Plans to introduce new 
and alternative sports are also in the works. 


Email the author at ajambora@inquirer: 
com ph. 


marks Freedom Camp 


ceived Levi's Engineered Jeans pr 
‘wear and watch. 

First prize in the Group Dance competition 
was P100,000. Second and third prize winners 
got P50,000 and P20,000, respectively. Addi 
tional prizes were provided by sponsor 
Mizuno, And! and Snickers Chocolate bars. 

The camp gave beginners modules in all 
five activities and let participants пу any activ- 

they liked. Assisting the campers were ex- 

Kenneth "Kenjohns" Serrano, freestyle 


s eye- 


рег 


LEVI'S teamalter the Freedom Camp 


dance; Ferdinand "Рейс" Manansala, 
freestyle basketball; Peter Amores, freestyle 
football; Miguel Lopez for free climbing; and 
Lorraine Lapuz and Cat Juan for zipping. 
Highlights of the event hosted by Rovilson 
Fernandez and Faith Amigo included a jolting 
exhibition by the camp's activity specialists. 
Participants got free Levis Engineered Jeans 
Freedom Camp shirts and gift packs, Those 
who wore their best Levis gear also won 
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= МЕ\/$/А2 

More religious groups 
support CBCP, lash 
out at Cha-cha 


E 
= ACROSS/AIS 
DAR gives in to demand 


of Luisita workers to help 
validate beneficiaries 


а 
= WORLD /А!9 
PM Berlusconi's 


allies dispute results 
of Italian election 


а METRO/AI8 


rose 


— | 
No MRT operations 
Thursday to Saturday; 

LRT Thursday to Sunday 


22 officials join Gloria 
in Baguio retreat; 9 abroad 


By Vincent Cabreza 
PDIN. Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—TWEN- 
ty-two government offi- 
cials are Joining President 
Macapagal-Arroyo In her 
two-day Holy Week re~ 
treat here, but nine others 
"OFFICIALS/ As 
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Underground 
River Cave 
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near Bam- 
bua Nature 
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The magical 
river caves, 
lush vegeta- 
tion and 
pristine. 
waters 
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President names Davide 
RP ambassador to the UN 
By Philip C. Tubeza 
FORMER CHIEF JUSTICE HILARIO DAVIDE JA. 
has a new job: Philippine ambassador to the Unit- 
ed Nations. 

ina March 24 letter to the Commission on Ap- 
poitments President Macapagal-Arroyo in- 
formed the СА chalr, Senate President Franklin 
Drion, about Davide's nomination 

PRESIDENTIAS 


Palace giveth, taketh 


_ Approved list of National Artist awardees withdrawn due to lobbying 


RAMON OBUSAN 


Ombudsman ‘Unless impeached, we can't be replaced’ 


urged: Order 
GMA to face 
plunder raps 


By Philip C. Tubeza 
and Nelson Е Flores 


ANY CALL FOR A REVAMP OF 
the Commission on Elections is 
futile because its chair and com- 
missioners are beyond the reach 


TV special plants Judas 
kiss on Catholic Church 


By LitoB. Zulueta 


LAWYER FRANCISCO CHAVEZ 
yesterday asked the Office of the 
‘Ombudsman to compel President 
Macapagal-Arroyo and several 
others to formally answer the 
plunder charges he filed against 
them im connection with the 
P728-million fertilizer fund 
‘seam, 

Chavez said the Ombudsman 
should now act on the plunder 
‘ease because both the Senate 
and the Commission on Audit 
had finished their investigations 
and discovered irregularities in 
the disbursement of the fertiliz- 
er funds for the Ginintuang 
Masaganang Ani (GMA) rice 
program in 2004. 


ILDEFONSO SANTOS 


By jerome Aning 
and Christine O. Avendaño 


THE CATHOLIC CHURCH HAS 
mot hidden from Christians the 
existence of the Gospel of Judas 
and other Gnostic writings. But 
scholars and certain sectors of the 
media have tended to use the 
controversial writings to forward 
their ovm agendas and discredit 
the Church, a Catholic biblical 
scholar has warned. 

“There may be malice in- 
volved," sald Spanish Dominican 

x Angel Aparicio of the Universi- 


RAMON VALERA 


ofthe President. 


tion of 
Abalos 
КОН 


That, in effect, was the reac- 

imelec Chair Benjamin 
and Malacafiang to an 
cory that said retired 
Chief Justice Hilario Davide Jr. 
had recommended six nominees 


By Gil. Cabacungan Jr. 


FERNANDO POE JR., “DA KING” TO MILLIONS OF MOVIE 


fans, is now a National Artist. 

Oris he? 

Just hours after it released an official 
list of the names of six disinguishe 
ipino artiste—led by the late actor-di- 
тело and presidential candidate 
Poe—who will be conferred the rank 
and title of Order of National Artist, 
Malscatang strangely withdrew the an 
mouncement. 

“їс just means that the process has 
mot been formally completed. Mr. Poe 

a very strong contender” Press 

Ignacio Bunye explained as 

Palace executives scrambled late last 

night to pull out the memo from public 

release daiming that the list was not yet 

final and Шоп process was still 
going on 

But Ambeth Ocampo, chair of the Ni 
tional Commission for Culture and the 
Arts (NCCA) board of commissioners, 
said he transmitted the list of recom- 
mended awardees to the Palace by the 
NCCA and the Cultural Center of the 


ofthe announcement. 
nounced 


ing contributi 


for poll commissioners as part of 
reforms to restore the credibility 
ofthe poll body. 

Davide's recommendations for 
reforms sparked calls for “radical 
surgery? on the constitutionally 
independent body that has been 


shenanigans. 


porters. 


National Geographic is promot- 


Ing this (Gospel of Judas)." 


marginalize 


“Aparicio was referring to the 
National Geographic special 
aired on Palm Sunday that re- 
ported on the discovery of the 
so-called Gospel of Judas, an 
archeological find that non- 
Catholic biblical scholars such 
аз Blaine Pagels, who was inter- 
viewed in the special, said 
should confirm the attempts of 
the early Church fathers to 
other Christian | 
groups in a bid to establish the - 


Philippines (CCP) three weeks ago. 
"The process is finished. Six names 
have been recommended and Mala- 
cafiang has confirmed them,” said 
Ocampo, who added that he had not 
been informed of the Palace withdrawal 


scarred by allegations of corrup- 
tion and involvement in poll 


"Unless we are impeached, we 
can't be replaced,” Abalos told re- 


Military 
probes Lim, 
Querubin 
in ‘secret’ 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


Malacafiang earlier yesterday an- 
t Poe and five other people 
were being honored for their outstend- 
ns to ams 
ters—Bienvenido L. Lumbera (itera 
ture), Ramon A. Obusan (dance), Bene- 
dicto Cabrera (visual arts), idefenso P 
Santos, Jr. (architecture) and the late 
Ramon Valera (fashion design). 

Tt said the conferment ceremonies 
were to be held on June 9 in Mala- 
cafiang with the CCP holding a tribute 
inthe evening at its main theater. 

‘Sought for clarification on Poe's award, 
“Bunye said in a text message: "The selec- 


EVEN AS IT 15 FINALLY BEING 
forced by public pressure to. 
lease the results of an internal 
vestigation into alleged military 
involvement in election cheating, 
the Armed Forces leadership now 
appear to be keeping under 
"wraps its probe of two top mili- 
tary officers suspected of involve- 
ment in a failed coup attempt in 
February. 

Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim, former 
chief of the Scout Ranger Regi- 
ment, and Col. Ariel Querubin, 
former Marine brigade comman- 
der, were on Monday and yester- 
day brought before an inquiry 
body headed by Inspector Gener- 
al Rear Admiral Rufino Lopez to 
see if they could be charged be- 
forea court-martial. 

Yesterday, Col, Tristan Kison, 
the chief of the AFP public infor- 
mation office, said there was an 
order to keep the proceedings 
"under wraps" because the inves- 
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Inquirer 
bags Grand | 
Anvil Award 


By Joel V. Nigos 


ADDING TO THE NUMEROUS 
awards and citations already 
bestowed on the Inquinea, PDI 
recently bagged the Grand 
Anvil Award and the Anvil 
‘Award of Excellence for PR 
Programs given by the Public 

AAS Relations Society of the Philip- 

Ё pines (PRSP) at the 419 Anvil 
Awards atthe Manila Hotel. 


ty of Santo Tomas. "They may be 
Scholars, but they have thelr own "Elaine Pagels is a genuine 
agendas, | am so surprised the тузолу 


w я PEED 0 


"The fund, originally meant for 
the purchase of farm Inputs, was 
' OMBUDSMANI A4 


Institutional Church. PUBLIC RELATIONS OSCARS, Sandy Prieto-Romvalde, Inquirer 


Called the "Oscars" of public 
ргэйдет/СЕО, receives the Grand Алий Award from Heherton Alvarez 
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More religious lash out at Cha-cha 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


TAKING THEIR CUE FROM THE BISHOPS, KEY 


members of the Association of Major Religio 


Superiors and other sectarian organizations yes- 
terday denounced the drive to amend the Consti- 
tution, saying it was desecrating the real essence 


of a people's initiative to shield “this evil Pre: 
dent" from the backlash of her alleged sins. 


‘statement issued yesterday by 
Sinag, an ecumenical movement 
comprising various religious 
groups, was even more scathing 
than that issued by the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of the Philip- 
pines (CBCP) which had voiced 
alarm” that the Cha-cha initiative 
was “dangerously unclear and 
open to manipulation by groups 
with self-serving interests." 

"t mocks, exploits and feeds 
оп the poverty and simplicity of 
the people for her self-serving 
goals,” the Sinag statement said, 


Sinag’s chief convenor. 
“Widespread and credible 


bribe the starving poor with ge 
ernment funds, to fool the 


legal garbage, and even to sedi 


referring to President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo. The statement was pre- 
pared by Fr Ben Moraleda, 


ports of how (he) uncon- 
seionable operators continue to 


schooled and the unlettered with 


‘conscientious local officials and 
some church leaders with expen- 
sive gifts, only show how low 
(she) is capable of stooping just 


tobe able to stay in Malacafiang." 

Sinag includes the Kealagad 
Katipunang Kristiyano, Task Force 
Detainees of the Philippines, Ur- 
ben Missionaries of the Philip- 
pines, and the Justice, Peace and 
Integrity of Creation Commission 
of the Association of Major Reli- 
gious Superiors or AMRSP 


Grateful to CBCP 

The groups expressed grati- 
tude to the CBCP for its “coura 
geous and timely exercise of the 
prophetic role of the Church.’ 

"We pray that our church lead- 
ers, as well as ош fellow Christians 
and believers, who still bold their 
baptismal, priestly and prophetic 
vocations sacred and not for sale, 
will remain cose and attentive to 
the people, so that the ery of Christ 
in the poor and not the deceptions 
of ambitious and evil leaders, will 
always be the guiding principle 
and motivation of their ministry” 
their statement said. 

Meanwhile, in Baguio City, Bx- 


jus 


si- 


= 


ov 


luce 


ecutive Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
said yesterday the administration 
had taken notice of the apprehen- 
sions voiced by the bishops and 
some businessmen but would con- 
tinue to push for Charter change 
inan appropriate manner. 

Ermita said the Palace would 
heed the observations of the bish- 
ops because they were a “signifi 
cant group,” being leaders of the 
Church who know the “pulse of 
the people.” 

Original sin 

Sinag said it was dear that the 
latest push for a unicameral par- 
amentary system of government 
through a peoples initiative was 
“designed to provide this evil pres- 
ident with a cover-up for ber origi 
mal sin—the Hello Garci comedy" 

“0: is) par of (Ms Arroyos) 
єтї scheme to distract and derail 
the people from the real issue: 
‘The massive electoral fraud that 
spawned her illegitimate govern 
ment,” the group said. 


Initial response 
responded to questions over 


legitimacy of her victory in 
2004 election with “sully and 


her margin of victory while 
Vote canvass was ongoing. 


said. 


and Presidential Proclamation 


ples initiative, it said. 


Sinag said the initiativé could not. 
be considered detached from the se- 
quence of events that started and ag- 
gravated the current political crisis. 


Te noted that Ms Arroyo initially 


penitent silence” and later apolo- 
gized for what she claimed was a 
"lapse in judgment" for phoning 
ап election official and discussing 


Then she went on appealing 
against excessive politicking, saying 
it was "time to move on,” the group 


Then came Executive Order 464, 
the calibrated preemptive response 
policy against antiArroyo protests, 
1017 and, now, her “fictitious” peo- 


“The majority of the Filipino 
people are not about to be hood- 


winked by any and ай of (her) aj 
tics; it said : 

“Even as more proof of lait 
years massive electoral fraud aie 
‘being dug up, the majority of this 
country’s population is more arid 
‘more convinced that (she) is an ў 
legitimate president, and her weak 
and opportunistic sycophants, an 
impostor government. And fewer 
and fewer self-respecting citizens 
of this proud and sovereign nation 
are now willing to accept and fof- 
low her leadership." j 

Asked if the Palace would back 
down in its push for Charter change 
in light ofthe CBCP statement, Ermi- 
ta replied: “1 wouldnt say that. We 
wil just take, 1 suppose, what Б 
needed to achieve the objective, arid 
the objective is for Charter change. 

On the fears of the Makati 
Business Club that the hasty shift 
in the form of government would 
would hurt the economy, Ermiț 
said: "1 believe in what they say, 
haste makes waste.” With Chri 
tine O, Avendaño 


the 
the 


the 


No. 


Leftists liken Army captain in gov't video to Judas 


By Blanche S. Rivera 
and Donna Z. Pazzibugan 
Marbella said ina statement. 
LEFTISTS YESTERDAY LIKENED 
Army Capt. Gerardo Gambala, а 
leader of the 2003 failed Oak- 
wood mutiny, to Judas Iscariot 
for claiming in a govemment- 
produced video that the Left and 
the Right had formed an alliance 
to topple President Macapagal- 
Arroyo after the attempted coup 

by junior officers fizzled out, 
“te seems that in line with the 
Lenten season, Gambala is playing 
the Judas to his former colleagues 


ers were among those 


silver” the amount for which 


Christ to Roman soldiers. 
“The question is: How much. 
Malacafiang pay him to tum. 


corroborate Malacañang’s lies, 
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in the Magdalo,” Kilusang Mag- 
 bubukid ng Pilipinas leader Willy 


The militant group, whose lead- 

accused by 
the govemment of ploting with 
Magdalo leaders, said Gambala 
must have received his “30 pieces of 


Bible says Judas betrayed Jesus 


back on his former comrades? What 
is his deal with Gloria? For him to 


price would certainly be more than 


30 pieces of silver” Marbella said. 


Meetings in restaurants 
ina 15-minute video 
tijed Sabwatan sa Kataksilan” (А 
liance in Treachery) released by 
Malacafang last Monday, Gambala 
aimed the Magdalo leaders had 
met with leaders of the Left in vari- 
ous restaurants since December 
2003. 
The Bagong Alyansang Mak- 
abeyan questioned the timing of he 
Video, saying the aim that the May 
1 Labor Day rallies would be шей 
for rebel action against the govem- 
ment, was an excuse for more re- 


the 


da 
his 


his 


“Not only does it aim to rehash 
the basis for Proclamation 1017 last 
February it also appears tobe zpre- 
cemptive move against the tradition- 
al May 1 protests,” Bayan secretary 
general Renato M. Reyes Jc said ina 
statement. 

He said the Right Left conspiracy. 
was being rehashed to justify moves 


against the traditional May 1 rallies, 
including the cancellation or refusal 
to issue rally permits. 

“Is there going to be 1017 all over 
again on May 1? Will there be a ban 
оп rallies? Will there be arrest of 
leaders? Why release the video now 
before Labor Day?" Reyes asked. 


Magdalo denial 
Meanwhile, leaders of the de- 
mined Magdalo group denied Gam- 
falas allegacions, and their layer 
Said еу could nox have met with 
any Leftist or communist leaders 
есине they were in jail since the 
Cawood mutiny ended 
"We say dis categorically: There 
has never been and there wil never 
фе an alliance beoween us and the 
a RNN (Communis: Party of the 
PidippinceNew People's Army] 
Suid Navy Lz. Antonio lanes in 
asatement on behalf ofthe Magda- 
lo group. 
Ee went to Oakwood to fight 
forthe Hgts of he soldiers. Kis n= 


Trillanes said Gambala was 


bala and the video. 


himself to be used as a witting 
Panfilo Lacson said. 
Powers of administration 


ers” of the administration, 
Both Lacon and Biazon 


possible and unthinkable that well 
join the enemies of the very soldiers 
were fighting foc” Trillanes said. 


ing outof desperation. “Its upto the 
people if they want to believe some. 
‘one whois so desperate to get out of 


Legislators also criticized Gam- 


"Ic is unfortunate that a once- 
principled обсег like him would 
‘succumb to the pressure of a few of 
his superiors who themselves have 
no moral ascendancy and allow 


paganda tool of Malacafiang," Sen. 


> Sent- Rodolfo" Biazonsaid he 
was not discounting the possibili- 
ty that Gambala had been influ- 
enced by the “remunerative pow- 


they did not believe there was truly 


suchan aliance. : 

Purahaque Rep. Rod Golez, wii 
had served as Ms Arroyo's national 
security adviser, said he felt sony 
for Gambaia. : 

"A detained person making sate 
ments favorable to his captos has 
то credibility That is normaly the 
fel that awaits someone who furs 
against his comrades .. The Gani- 
ala name wil, unfortunately for 
im, be long associated with Kata 
silan,” Golez said. 

Malacaang once more defendet 
the video and other efforts to expose 
the alleged Le Right conspiracy. 

"Our people have the right to 
know about these plots intended ip 
undermine and девтоу ош demê. 
iru system, said Press белену 
ласо Bunye: : 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ef- 
mia sad the video was put togeth- 
ero show that rhe conspiracy really 
used. With Gil ©. Cabacungan 
Sr, Christine O, Avendafio, TJ Bur- 
zonio and Michael Lim Ubac 
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Teachers 


may join 
protests 

TEACHERS MAY 
Join actions protest. 


ing Chanter change, 
but only on their own 


time, according to 


Vand 


b+ XOMÁTSU бон. 


2 komatsu 0504-18, 


the ‘Department of 
Education. 
Moreover, DepEd 
Officerin-Charge Fe 
Hidalgo said, teach- 
ers must not use the 
resources of their of- 
fice in the protests 


Hidalgo, herself а 
former ‘classroom 
teacher, said teachers 
had the right "to de- 
cide for themselves” 
‘what stand to take on 
issues critical to their 
interests. 

“We cannot prohib- 


it anybody from doing 
what they want, fo 
make decisions in re- 
ation to the law, in re- 
lation to directions we 
want to take. They are 
adults. More so if they 
are edueatdrs, they 


should know what to 


FORD 6610 FA TRACI 


лов Town 


EW ACAUIREDVEHICUS 


decide," Hidalgo said. 

‘Accordingly, Hi- 
даво also gave 
teachers the gregn 
light to get involved 
in the signature cam- 
paign for or against 

hange. ©, 

* trust the teach- 
ers, They know what. 
to do, they know 
what to decide on," 
Hidalgo said. 

DepEd Assistant 
Secretary _ Camilo 
‘Montesa said the de- 
partment would not 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Is Jocjoc Bolante back in country? 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


15 FORMER AGRICULTURE UN- 
dersecretary Jocelyn оос" 
Bolante back for Easter? 

The office of Sen. Ramon 
Magsaysay Jr yesterday asked 
the Bureau of Immigration to 
ook into reports that the alleged 
architect of the P728-million fer- 
tilizer fund scam had slipped 
back into the country over the 
weekend. 

Lawyer Angelo Buenviaje Jr, 
Magsaysay' chief of staff, wrote 
Immigration Commissioner Ali- 
pio Fernandez to verify the infor 
mation that Bolante arrived in 
the country before dawn on Sun- 
дау. 

The Senate issued ап arrest 
‘warrant for Bolante in December 
after he refused to attend the in- 


vestigation of the Senate agricul- 
ture committee, _ which 
Magsaysay heads, on the fertiliz- 
er fund scam. 

‘The fund was believed to have 
been distributed to allies of the 
administration to ensure Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's victory 
їп the May 2004 presidential 
election. 

“We write to confirm the verac- 
ity ofthe information disclosed to 
us that (Bolante) arrived ih the 
country (on Sunday) at four 
o'clock in the morning," Buenvia- 
jetold Fernandez. 

Magsaysay is on a medical trip 
in the United States 


Sighted in Alabang? 
Reports that Bolante had re- 

turned started to spread after Sen. 

Sergio Osmefa Ш said on Sunday 


thata neighbor of Bolante's in Ay- 
ala Alabang Village in Muntinlupa 
City had seen him. 

However, nobody was able to 
confirm that Bolante had re- 
turned to the country from the 
United States. 

Deputy House Minority Leader 
‘Alan Peter Cayetano said he had 
received information that 
Bolante had returned home, 

"His village mates saw him to- 
day at his house in Ayala Ala- 
bang," Cayetano told the INQUIRER. 

‘Cayetano said that if the report 
маз true, "those personally asso- 
ciated with the President are 
flaunting the law” 

Cayetano, quoting Bolante's 
neighbors, said Bolante's house 
at 360 Maria Cristina St. in Ayala 
Alabang was protected by high 
walls 


‘The 


He said the neighbors claimed 
to have seen Bolante entering the 
gate of his house on Monday. 


Senate arrest order 
Senate 
against Bolante stil stands and 
could be "carried out any time,” 
Senate Minority Leader Aquilino 
Pimentel Jr. said. 

“But if it is true, then probably 
ifwe can get the committee to act 
‘onitso that he can be located and 
perhaps prevented from leaving 
o face the committee of Jun 
Magsaysay,” Pimentel said. 

"That would be good so that 
we can put a closure to this inves- 
tigation, especially relative to the 
involvement of Bolante who is 
prominently mentioned in the in- 
vestigation report,” he: 
report from Michael Lim Ubac 


arrest order 


id. With 


Ombudsman urged: Order GMA to face ... 


From page Al 


believed to have been diverted 
and distributed as largesse to al- 
lies of the administration to en- 
sure Ms Arroyo's victory in the 
May 2004 presidential election. 
Chavez bewailed the Ombuds- 
man's inaction on the case, noting 
that he filed it on May 26, 2004. 
“Tve waited for too long. It ap- 
pears that they're sitting on this," 
Chavez said in an interview. 
"Records of the Office of the 
Ombudsman will show that dur- 
ing the entre pendency of this 
complaint, I sent a series of letters 
to the Ombudsman following up 
and pushing for the investigation 
ofthis charge and the eventual re- 
quirement for respondents to file 
their counter-affidavits,” he said. 
Chavez, a former solicitor gen 
eral, said the Ombudsman should 
require Ms Arroyo and the other 
respondents to submit their 
counter affidavit 


Prima facie case 

“Both the Senate committee re- 
роп and the COA special audit re- 
port incontrovertibly establish, at 
thervery least a prima [acie case 
against respondents, who should 
now therefore be, required —after 
arvinexplicable inaction and delay 
of almost гию years—to_ submit 
their respective counter-affdavits,” 
Chavez said in a one-page motion. 


ATTENTIO 


Besides Ms Arroyo, the other 
respondents are former Agricul- 
ture. Secretary Luis Lorenzo Jt, 
former Budget Secretary Emilia 
Boncodin, Budget Undersecre- 
tary Mario Relampagos, Director 
Nora Oliveros, former Agricul- 
ture Assistant Secretary Ibarra 
Poliquit and Agriculture Under- 
secretary Jocelyn Bolante. 

‘The 19-page complaint, also 
charged the alleged “run- 
ner Jimmy Paule, Rose Lin- 
gan-Florendo, Leny Aquino and 
Jane Fabian. 

In their report released in 
March, the Senate committee on 
agriculture, together with the 
bli ribbon committee, said Ms 
‘Arroyo should be "held account. 
able” for the mismanagement of 
the fertilizer fund because the ev- 
idence showed that she had 
knowledge of the fund releases 
and had benefited from them. 


Overpriced/no bidding 
Preliminary results of the COA 
“special aude’ found that part of 
the P100 million in recovered 
Marcos wealth intended for the 
farm inputs program was used to 
buy fertilizer overpriced by a to- 
talof P42.4 milion. 
жле P100 milion-was part of 
the P544 million in Marcos funds 
that the administration released 
Weeks before the May 2004 elec- 
tion to buy seeds and fertilizer for 


LOVED ONE 
‚ TO COLLEGE 


All active GSIS members in good standing 


(with no premium arrearages) are eligible to join. 
ust fil out an application form to serve as your 


raffle entry. 


Computerized raffle draw is on May 2, 2006. 


420 Winners to be drawn nati 


jonwide. 


Each winner wil nominate a scholar 


THE BIGGER, 
SCHOLARSHIP 


the GMA hybrid rice program. It 
came from the P35-billion Mar- 
соз Swiss bank deposits that were 
recovered in late 2003. 

Funds from the GMA rice pro- 
gram were also used to purchase 
farm machines that found their way 
to the Payatas dumpsite in Quezon. 
City according to the COA терот, 
The machines were overpriced and 
‘were purchased without a bidding. 


Solons, govs, mayors 

СОА records showed that more 
than 100 of the 236 members of the 
House of Representative, 53 gover- 
тоз and 26 town mayors received 
between P3 million and P10 milion 
each in fertilizer funds from the De- 
partment of Agriculture shorty be- 
fore the May 2004 election. 


Chavez said that while the case he said. 


was gathering dust in the Office 
оР the Ombudsman, the Senate 
һай conducted dnd terminated its 
investigation ofthe fertilizer fund 
seam, It also forwarded its report. 
tothe Ombudsman. 


СОА confirmation 

“On top of this, the (COA), bya 
special audit report dated March 
31, 2006, 
anomalies, irregularities and cor- 
ruption that attended the release 
and disbursements of the fertiliz- 
er funds,” Chavez said 

“It is respectfully prayed that 
respondents be now required to 
submit their counter-affidavits so 
that the investigation of the mat- 
ters treated in this complaint can 
get going without further delay" 


also confirmed the 


Military probes Lim, Querubin ... 


From page Al 


tigators "don't want any pressure from any 
sector.” 

о details about the testimonies of Lim and 
Querubin, who were removed from their posts 
after the plot fo oust President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo was discovered, have been made available. 

‘Ata press conferehee on Monday, military 
spokesperson Gen. Jose Honrado did not in- 
form reporters ofthe investigation despite the 
fact that Lim was at about the same time fac- 
ing a hearing at the nearby Commissioned Of- 


ALL ACTIVE GSIS MEMBERS” 
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THROUGH 
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- a child, a brother or sister, a grandchild, a nephew 
ог niece, or even someone you just really care for. 


Scholars will receive up to P20,000 in tuition рег 
semester, for a maximum of ten (10) semesters, 
plus a monthly stipend of P2,000. 


Scholars do not have to pass any competitive 
examination but must maintain a general average. 
grade of 85, with no grade lower than BO in any 
academic subject. 


Graduates of any four or five-year college course are 


not qualified. 
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UP TO P30,000 IN TUITION AND ALLOWANCES 
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420 COLLEGE GRANTS NATIONWIDE 


NÓ'COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS REQUIRED 
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OPEN TO ALL HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES. 


ficers Country Club (СОС) building. 

"The investigation will be fair and just. 
‘There will be no stonewalling,” Kison told re- 
porters. 


Mayuga report release today 

In a related development, Kison said AFP 
Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso Senga and the 
Navy ‘chief, Vice Admiral Mateo Mayuga, 
‘would release at a news conference today the 
results of an investigation into the alleged in- 
‘volvement in election cheating of senior mili- 
tary officials, supposedly revealed in the “Hel- 
Jo Garci" tapes. 

"The AFP was forced to appoint a fact-find- 
ing board in late July after a number of offi- 
cers threatened to go on mass leave or mass 
resignation unless it investigated officers im- 
plicated in the scandal, including Army chief 
Ir. Gen. Hermogenes Esperon. 

“The board, headed by Mayuga, wrapped up. 


{ ив investigation last October but its findings. 


were withheld from the public while the 
Armed Forces and the Department of Defense 
‘were ostensibly waiting for Malacafiang to or- 
der the release of the report. 

Earlier yesterday, Executive Secretary Ed- 
"sardo Ermita told reporters in Baguio City 
that President Macapagal-Arroyo had ap- 
proved the Mayuga report and had directed 
the AFP to release itto the public. 

fer Malacahang gave the go-signal, 
Mayuga reportedly met with senior officials 
at Camp Aguinaldo yesterday to discuss how 
to go about releasing the report. 

"The Army last March recommended that Lim 
and 19 other officers face court-martial charges 
of mutiny over ће failed coup attempt. 

According to oficial accounts, Lim and 
Querubin went to Senga on Feb. 23, the eve of 
the supposed coup, and told the AFP chief that 
they intended to lead their men in joining the 
protest rallies at Edsa the next day and declare 
their withdrawal of suppor from the President. 

On Feb. 26, Querubin forced a sixchour 
standoff at Fort Bonifacio to protest the relief 
‘of his superos Marine Commandant Maj. Gen. 


1 Renato Miranda. In interviews with reporters, 


Querubin admitted that he was supposed to 
‘have led a contingent of Marines to Edsa on 
Feb. 24 but the plan fell through. 

‘The Marines only investigated the Feb. 26 
standoff and not the Feb. 24 coup plot. 


Consolidate reports 
Senga has ordered the Inspector General 
Rear Admiral Rufino Lopez, the head of the 
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spree RS ER 


CHURCHES glow with the devotions ofthe faithful during Holy Week, 
such as at the Shrine of the Mother of Perpetual Help in Baclaran. 


QUERUBIN 


panel, to consolidate the reports of the Army 
and the Marine investigations into the failed 
coup lot. 

Kison could not say how the Lopez inquiry 
could consolidate the two probe reports. 

"Possibly they will look into itin ts entirety, 
how General Lim's actions were connected tO 
Colonel Querubin's actions," he said, 

"They will try to fil in the gaps. They will 
call in witnesses to fil in the gaps,” Kison 
added. 

‘At the start of the inquiry yesterday, Lopez 
refused to talk to reporters. 


Mum's the word 

Another panel member, acting Judge Advo- 
cate General Col. Caridad Aguilar refused to 
acknowledge journalists staked out at the 
COP office: 

Escorted by two soldiers, a stern-faced 
Querubin walked past waiting reporters 
who similarly failed to get a word from 
him. 

Earlier yesterday, Marine Col. Jonathan 
Marti, head of the Marine Combat and Ser- 
vice Support Group, testified before the inves- 
tigating panel. 

‘Opposition Senators Aquilino Pimentel and 
Rodolfo Biazon yesterday welcomed Mala- 
cañang's order releasing the Mayuga report, 
even ifit came late. 

“That's good. Its about time thatthe Mayu- 
ga report is brought openly to the attention of 
the people and Tean only hope that the report, 
эз prepared by Mayuga, whatever i is, should 
tome ош for the information of the publi,” 
Pimentel said. 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, the chair of the Sen- 
ме defense committee that conducted six 
hearings into the wiretapping scandal, 
heaved a sigh of relief. 

"The "Hello Garci” scandal revolved around 
supposed wiretapped conversations between 
MS arroyo and former Election Commissioner 
Virgilio Garcillano in which they discussed the 


results of the 2004 elections, 
Senate to invite 72 witnesses 
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Biazon said he planned to invite the 72 wit- 
nesses that Mayuga had questioned in the 
military inquiry into the scandal 

Biazon said the report would be on the agen- 
dda of his committee's next hearing in late May. 

"The senators have been demanding a copy 
of the report since late last year, but defense 
and military officials said it was for the Presi- 
dent to authorize its release, 

Pimentel stressed that the report should be 
disclosed to the public in its entirety. 

"Whatever itis, whether in favor or against 
the people involved, what is important is that 
the results of the investigation are shared 
with the people and so we can take a stand af- 
ter that for or against the report, he said. 

With reports from TJ Burgonio and Chri 
tine Avenglafto B X 
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Ibon poll sees bleak 
future for Cha-cha 


By Blanche S. Rivera. from the voters list. 

T said people were asked ony two 
quesions on Charter change: Do you 
now that the Arroyo administration. 
has а proposal to amend or change 
the Philippine Constitution? Are you 
in favor of the proposal of the curent 
administration to change the 1987 
Constitution? 

The noise ceated by the Charter 
change issue apparently has worked 
to build awareness ofthe issue as only 
29 percent of the respondents re- 
mained ignorant of the proposal fom 
42 percent in January Ibon said. 

Only 15 percent agreed to the 
government's proposal for Charter 
change. Six percent did not have 
an opinion, according to Ibon. 

Ап alliance of proCharer 
change groups called Sigaw ng 
Bayan claims to have collected 
more than eight million signa- 
tures or more than 12 percent of 
the registered voters nationwide, 
which is required to call а 
plebiscite to approve constitu- 
tional amendments made 

hrough a people's initiative. 


THE FUTURE SEEMS TO BE GET- 
ting bleaker for Charter change as 
yet another survey revealed а larger 
number of Filipinos are not in favor. 
ofamending the 1987 Constitution. 

Only 68 percent of Filipinos, in 
fact, are aware that the Arroyo ad- 
ministration has a proposal to 
amend the Constitution, accord- 
ing to a survey conducted by the 
bon Foundation on March 16.25. 

‘Of those who were aware of the 

nes move, three fourths or 
76 percent were notin favor of Char- 
ter change, the research group said, 
adding that the number of peop! 
‘opposed to amending the Constitu 
tion has been growing since 2004 

Tn Tbon's January 2006 survey, 
only 65 percent were opposed to 
amending the Constitution, but 
this figure was an increase from 
51 percent in March 2005 and 47 
percentin March 2004. 

Thon said in a statement that its 
latest survey covered 1,416 ге- 

+ spondents randomly selected 
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Wednesday, April 12, 2006 
Wednesday of Holy Week 
1stReadir 
Gospel: 

‘One of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went 
chief priests and said, "How much will you give me if hand him over 
to you?" thirty pieces of silver, and from 
then on he kept loo ray to hand him over to them. 

‘On the first day of the Festival of rhe Unleavened Bread, the disci 
ples came to Jesus and said to him, "Where do you want us to prepare 
fhe Passover meal for you?” Jesus answered, "Go into the ciry, to the 
house ofa certain man, and tell him: "The Master says: My hour is near, 
and will celebrate the Passover with my disciples in your house," 

The diciples did a Jesus had ordered and prepared the Passover 

‘When it was evening, Jesus sat ar table with the Twelve. While they 
were eating, Jesus said, Truly, Isay to you: One of you will betray me.” 
"They were deeply distressed and asked him in turn, "You do not mean 
me, do you, Lord?” 

‘He answered, "He who will betray me is one of those who dips his 
bread in the dish with me. The Son of Man is going as the Seriptures 
say he will, But alas for that one who betrays the Son of Man; better for 
hiln not tohave been born.” Judas, who was betraying him, also asked, 

"You do not mean me, Master, do you?" Jesus replied, "You have said 
к. 
>) Commentary 

“Again we are told what we are to look like in the face of persecuti 
sufering and death because we have practiced justice and told the тш 
offering compassion to those in need, We are told to be prophets of justice 
nonviolentiy, standing and taking the pain of others into lives, 
and morning after morning, opening our ears to the Word of God. We 
must know as Jesus does that he is betrayed by one he called 
friend—cheaply for just 30 pieces of silver, They are ай distressed at the 
table, but they ай betray, each in their own way. 

“How often do we betray the Lord for something small—what we want 
от acceptance by others? And we betray God with our friends, families, 
parish and nation, and yet we fed on the bread of life. 


Claretian Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Village, Diliman, Que- 
zon Cl, UP FO. Box 4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon City; Tel: 921-3984; Fax: 
921.7429; Email  ciGdaretorg, Websites: http://www.bible. 
elaret.org (Clarerian Publications Inc) & htpy//missonarteslaret.org 
| (Garena the Philippine) 
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GIVE YOUR CAR THAT JUST SERVICED FEELING 


We ой know how refreshing and invigorating i feels o freshen up after с hard day. Well, imagine how your engine would 
feel if you could give ii the some treatment. 


‘Shall Helix Motor Ой contain special cleansing agents that lock away harmful dir ond deposit ond con 
engine. Now you con be sure your engine E rat just protected but rejuvenated, revilcized ond re 
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Palace giveth, taketh 22 officials join 
а Gloria in Baguio ( 


a У retreat; 9 abroad 


didates is Ме Fernando Poe Jr Even 
эз Malacañang awaits the final se- : Frompage Al Francisco Duque Ш (health), Es- 
Eois S л еа 24 d ap Dagne бен ы, 
and welcomes Ms Poe's nomination » will be doing their devotions else- technology), Esperanza Cabral 
asNational Aris.”  Ț where. (social welfare), Marlon Advin- 
"This would have been the second > The nine are abroad, either on сша, chair of the National An- 
posthumous award to be bestowed 4 holiday or fulfilling official com- ti-Poverty Commission; Conrado 
bythe President on her political ri- mitments, according to the Presi- Limcaoco of the Philippine Infor- 
val. Poe was awarded the Presiden- - М dential Management Staff. mation Agency; Cerge Remonde, 
"ia Medal of Merit shortly before he Presidential aides said that the head ofthe government mass me- 
‘was buried in December 2004. week would focus on what is dia group, and Press Undersecre- 
The Malacafang announce- called “spiritually reflective activ- tary Ricardo Saludo. 
ment said that the six had been ides" and would consciously Тһе First Family is spending 
recommended by the joint boards E E Î avoid political discussions. the holidays here until Monday. 
of commissioners of the National “According to a list provided by Today, the officials are expect- 
Commission fr Culture and che ith Cabinet officis ie the PMS, the nine Cabinet secre. ed from 9 a.m. to 5 pum. to sit 
Atsand йе trustees of the Cal taries who opted to spend the through discussions facilitated by 


parem were: Vice Presi. Presidential- Assistam 
and "have received confirmation comment yesterday. lowed to do this as they are the fi- Bolder ses sere: Ven Peet Doe Oe t tie Paa 
from the President.” ‘Sources in the cultural commu- nal arbiter ofthe awards. peers review. taries Margarito Teves (Finance), staff members Lita Salinas and 
jeremy Barns, the head of the nity said the flip-flopping might Two years ago, Ms Arroyo She said Poe's name had been Hermogenes Ebdane Jr. (public Ester Seguera, and PMS Under- 
pate Bam, the head of het ld the fip Додрас UL del Rind Roces ш on the sonis it fum Фе woda), rica Sto, Tomas da: segeury Malou Frosto, 
айай, bad informed Bunye in a Malacafiang’s probable intention awardee for literature. Deposed start and that his пате Жы Et bor), Dre Cruz dk (defense), "It’s а retreat so we can ad- 
саай had таг the President ко add another name to the list as President Joseph Estrada added added by the President to the list. Raphael Lotilla (energy), Romulo vance,” Environment Secretary 
ЖМК 30 had given her confir. lobbying is strongly going on for the name of Emani Cuenco for The Order of National Ашы» Neri (socioeconomic planning), Reyes told reporters. 
mation to the six people recom- some ambitious candidates. music, former President Fidel created by Proclamation No. 1001 Ronaldo Puno (interior) and Ig- 
‘mended for conferral of the rank 2 Ramos awarded Carlos Quirino of Marcos in 1972 is the highest nacio Bunye (press). Soul-searching 
and title of National Artist. Additional names for historical literature and the national recognition given to Fil- Also absent were National Secu- “Из а retreat for some 
ie ofNatona Artist Аб ы ш Avars demir Ferdinand Marcos lon. рге: who hav made significant riy adver Noto Gonaierand soul seching” he si. “Then 
ый М memo Bams claimed Т Маната by commorer огей Carlos R Romulo for Iitera- contibutontothe as. уматар Dercepment You regroup for sl-examinaton 
tional Artists list was submitted sy in recent years because of the ture. None of them were in the "An awardee receives a medal- Authority Chair Bayani Femando. and introspection. Its good for the 
to the Office of the President for presidents tendency to add names original list of recommendees, lion and citation, P100,000 for health, for the mind, for the i 
public announcemerit “with the ` which had not been recommend- the sources said. living awardees and P70,000 for Second-tier portfolios vidual and the whole country’ 
instructions given to me by the ed by the vetting body, according NCCA executive director and posthumous awardees’ legal М5 Arroyo arrived here yester- Andaya said the ‘Cabinet re- 
Chief of Presidential Protocol.” to the sources. But they added presidential adviser on culture Ce- heirs, a monthly pension, medical day for the two-day retreat that treat ‘would not dwell on the re- 
ov pastoral leer against the 
8 : ges Pin. з з ias ау many has. people's initiative thar was issued 
National artists in waiting: Six in a fix E E 
i ers io were saying Юг he re. ence of the Philippines 
ex nce "The initiative be said “is nota 
нуво LUMBERA POR Te hls teaching job atthe Aan lors deresinarchinecure one Hehas won fve Famas Best Actor „Secretaries Rolando Andaya moral arte 
Literature. A poet, playwright, es- National School of Fisheries to from the University of Santo trophies for the films "Mga Al- (budget), Angelo Reyes (environ- Before the retreat started, 
Literature, Арон, рау; ar National Saud researcher Tomas (1954), andanoerfom abak se Lipa (1967), Мейо" men) aul Gonzalez use), 
hhasbeena professor atthe Univer. of the Bayanihan Philippine the University of Southern Cali- (1971), “Durugin si Totoy Bato" - Joseph Ace Durano (tourism), time to discuss“ 
hambeenaprteorathe Unies, of 80, be T, тоу he гиа їп lox Angeles (1938), (1979), “Umpisahan Mo, Тыл. Басшы бесену Bar Ey 
sity ОШ Теше since 1976. In founded his own dance group, where he also finished his mas- pusin Ko" (1983) and "Muslim mitt and Presidential Chief of Need for pork 
Ar and lerem since 1976, funded Һа отт ае ced tere degree. Upon returning ia Magnum 357 (1906) ген; Stal Michael Defensor “Every yar the pork is always 
258, he ешш бе Ramon and ln hal ee Bes, ишы abla hs hewas ciated he masal The laua aleo av Buea. An aC НЫ ы 
ште and Creative Commu. and more than 100 productions own architecture firm which un. of Fame. He was President Maca- tion Secretary Fe Hidalgo, Presi- DBM (Department of Budget and 
ication Arts. The Lipa native nationwide. Obusan also docu- dertook local and international pagal-Arroyo's closest rival in the dential Adviser on the Peace Pro- Management), itis not really the 
таш Ae, The Шы ae sume, Om aigu pes hong Ма we ee DU peel comes. Re ce eu Dua and Robeno Me Det moti онш 
graduated cum Jande wi Ajo, Doric groupe wining he and Mhe Caliraya Lake Resortin Tagi diedin 2005, v ces Jes pede of the Weve going to monitor how these 
Balm degree fom he Univesity nic groups winning e Ergon an he Raines Spor СЫР | Ramon Valera for Fashion Phüppne Intemational Trading А ro ыш 
Ceived master’s and doctorate de- (Prix de Reportage) for the docu- іп Kuala Lumpur. He also set up Design. Known as the man who Corp., going to the Mansion, the “We will make sure that whatev- 
caved masra сл ии сс ассы л н з с eS Кс 
ges fom he diana у med ш ae Rizal Park In 198G, Samose- moving he pane, бесар Ше PMS Вава Trade Sway Pe аре тиге ш, бв vi Pe 
ibe US, His “Smog sa Lpa ar , Benen Сбн балы came head ef UPS graduate pro. aiam бе шыша РЬ ter Fava among thecal va, бша OF ers оша 
Бари Tula vona seda pie Ans. More Горі knoe Ss Ааа н. pio drs to covet the chess, cationing cvs, but at pes ee veh Оран os 
rial Awards for Literature in 1975. master of contemporary Philippine tecture. ета was considered the top Fil. time, officials said he had joined ofthe President," Andaya said. 
1a 1991, he received the Самай art. He has exhibited his paintings _ Fernando Poe Jr. for Film. Ac- ipino designer from the 1930s to the group here. "This is for electricity, water, 
18 1991, be recived the Gad ап. Fee Pilippinas buraso corproducer-drecor Poe, te 1960s, designing, for Rm edcction and абала We 
Philippines) Para sa Sining forli- im Asia, Europe and the United Ronald Allan Kelly Poe in reallife, ladies and ‘members of Manilas The complete cast prohibit che construction of bas- 
Filipines) Para sa sining бг ip Asa, Pumpe id ses Wes known as e RAG OPP. ШЕ Valera was mid vo have Te PMS said the folowing tall cours, wala sta 
arrean сше „Sites, in 1992, кети Ве gris” The masses em. paved the way for male designers- этна bad confirmed Bey madiunpe Nea alo 
emen тане biology and faeasgadaeofeUb ^ 6 The пане єп, paved he мау gama by were ning the rever: Albero Malacaken’ pork allocations 
Plural anthropology from the Ildefonso Santos Jr. for Ar- tough guys batting tremendous women He died in 1972 at age Romulo (foreign affairs), Domin- will “still prohibit” fertilizer sub- 
Шта! anthropology from Sie реше He has two bache odds in defending the oppressed. 59. PDI Research ото (оа от), sis, he sald 


President names Davide RP ambassador to the UN 


From page Al Davide's appointment came af. in the Senate five years ago. The Ms Arroyo's assumption of the move” for the President but nor ding re de wit e administra- 
terhe proposed the revamp ofthe decision of pro-Estrada senators presidency necessarily for the former head of боп? push for Charter change. 
“1 have the honor to submit for Commission on Elections, among to reject on Jan. 16, 2001, the а 2003, Davide faced an at the country's judiciary “That will not be surprising. 
wave the horar to miba ОП other electoral reforms, as the opening of an envelope allegedly tempt by the Nationalist Peoples “It's a good choice for Ciona ‘This administration, think, hasa. 
fortments,thenominaton of Presidents adviser on electoral containing the amounts deposit. Coalition in the House of Repre. but worda if itis good for Jun penchant for musical chairs. As a 
Hon. Hilario Davide Jz, as perma- reforms. E се. dose Velarde” sentatives to impeach him over Davide. You know, the reason matter of fact, right now, they are 
Hon native ofthe Repub. Earlier news reports said Baja bank account triggered the peo- thealleged misuse ofthe Judiciary why Lem tat, Pes have looking at a rigodon of personali- 
Tic of the Philippines to the (UN) was coming back to Manila to re- ple power that ousted him. Development Fund. The attempt attained the position of chief jus- ties in high echelons of govern 
lc ofthe ме ый and place Foreign Secretary Alberto After Estrada was ousted, Da- failed aferthe Supreme Courtde- tice and you ree fom MEA DEM and that is why they are 
emoluments of Chief of Mision, Romulo, who wil reporedly be vide administered the oath of of- dared it unconstitutional mean, what otherhonorscan you pushing for Cha-cha,” Pimentel 
Class vice Lauro L Baja Jr," the made the country's ambassador Ёсе to Ms Arroyo at the Edsa n aspire for?" Pimentel said. said. 
President said. to Washington. Shrine. Good political move ‘Pimentel said it would not be "Thetune is Cha-cha but the mu- 
Жа csent to his nomina- “tt was Davide who presided Davide later led the Supreme _ Senate Minority Leader МЫР surprising e President would sical chairs wil take effect if theyre 
eat cent n edad over the aborted Impeachment Court in declaring constntional по Pimentel Jr said Davide's ap, make changes in. ber, CEDE able to push through with the Char- 
the President added. ower the aborted impeachment EsuadssTemovalfromofice and polntmentwasa'good political adding dhar tkis might have some- ter ange by July hesaid. 


Inquirer bags Grand Anvil Award 


Frompage Al 


From page Al 


efe eid not be reached fof that presidents are technically al- cile Alvarezsaid Poe wentthrough benefits and a state funeral ill last until today. 


keting expertise on the topic nouncements, promos or events), 
“Seven Things Marketers and Мен on News (latest industry re- 
relations, the Anvil Awards are Advertisers Miss—That_ Lost searches), CommunINQ (INQUIRER 
the most prestigious given in Them Millions" Both forums sponsored and corporate events 
recognition of outstanding corpo- were attended by executives, and advocacy programs) and Busi- 
rate programs and tools for pub- marketing and PR directors from пез Horoscope. 
lic relations. On hand to receive с the country’s top firms like Cebu Из editorial advisory board in- 
the award were PDI president = Pacific, Asia Brewery Digitel, cludes PDI publisher Isagani 
and СЕО Sandy Prieto-o- Smart, Globe, SM, Unilab, Yambot, PDI business editor Raul 
mualdez, EVP David Valdes, Con- „ Petron, Ayala Corp. Jollibee, Marcel and Kalagayan. 
nie Kalagayan, manager for n Hewlett-Packard, the Araneta 
strategic жашы a Group, among others. Value program 
tions, and IngPulse project direc- тһе IngPulse Value Program 
tor Hazell Gonzales. ee Newsletter seeks to successfully extend the 
"The Grand Anvil Award is the "The InqPulse Beats newsletter Зоог brand to its key clients 
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Fil-Ams join US immigration protests 


WASHINGTON—WEARING А 
white T-shirt with the red, blue and 
yellow Filipino flag on it and erying 
"justice, justice,” Filipino-Ameri- 
can Sasha Angara Bennet joined 
massive protests Monday to defend 
one million Asians considered ille- 
gal immigrants in the United 
States. 


Common issue 

“I think it is a common issue we 
are fighting here,” said the 30- 
year-old who together with sever- 
al hundred Asian protestors 
seemed drowned in the sea of Lati- 
тоз demonstrating near Capitol 
Hill against a proposed crackdown 
on the estimated 11.5 million ille- 
gal immigrants. 

Most ofthe illegals in the United 
States are Latinos, who formed the 
dominant force in the protests in 
more than 100 US cities Monday. 
(See related story in The World, 
Page A20) 

A bill passed by the House of 
Representatives would make it a 
felony to be in the United States 
without proper papers, and a fed- 


eral crime to aid illegal immi- 
grants. 


Police crackdown 

Опе provision effectively allows 
the police cracking down оп illegal 
immigrants to detain suspects first 
and verify citizenship status later, 
which rights groups say smacks of 
racism. 

Bennet, born in Nigeria to an 
Americam father and Filipino 
mother who have since divorced, 
obtained her US citizenship on 
reaching 21 years. She then spon- 
sored and won permanent residen- 
су for her mom, "who overstayed 
her tourist visa." 


‘Proud to be Fil-Am’ 

Holding a flag with the words 
“proud to be a Filipino-American, 
she said: "Like me, many children 
of illegal immigrants born in the 
United States are waiting to be 21 
years so that they can also sponsor. 
their parents for permanent resi- 
dency. 

“We should not deprive them of 
citizenship," she said. 


Numbering more than two mil- 
lion, Filipinos in the United States 
make up one of the largest immi 
grant groups but a significant 
umber of them are undocument 
Sd, rights groups say. 
Immigration reforms 

“We need immigration reforms 
that will : 
families,” said Pak Chung, а 47- 
year-old attorney who led about 
$00 Korean-Americans im the 
Washington protests 

‘One in every five Koreans in the 
United States, numbering around one 
milion, is reportedly undocumented. 


Family values 

“There are many who have been 
here for at least 10 years (but are 
not considered legal immigrants) 
and who have kids born here who 

already American citizens 

1f you deport jou аге di- 

ng their families. And how can 

this happen in a country bent оп 
promoting family values?" s 
Pak, who came here as a legal im- 
migrantin 1971 APP 


Malaysian police hunt 
Pinoy illegals who escaped 


KUALA — LUMPUR—MALAYSIAN 
police on Tuesday intensified the 
hunt for 60 Filipino and Indone- 
sian illegal immigrants who es- 
caped from a detention camp last 
week after a riot broke out, a se- 
nior official said. 

А total of 73 detainees fled the 
center in eastern Sabah state on 
Borneo Island on Friday. Eleven 
were recaptured while two others 
later surrendered, said Shah Ghaz- 
ali Khan, police chief of Sabah's 
capital, Kota Kinabalu. 


13 Filipinos 

АП 13 were Filipinos and includ- 
ed a woman and several children, 
he said. 

Shah Ghazali said the riot broke 
ош when a female detainee at the 
center in Menggatal, just ouside Kota 


Kinabalu, was refused permission to 
take her daughter to а hospital. Dur- 
ing the commotion, 73 detainees es- 
сарей by scaling wire-mesh security 
fences, he said. 


Intensify hunt 

Police were still verifying the na- 
tionalities of the 60 people at 
large, but most were believed to be 
Filipinos, he said. 

"We are intensifying our hunt 
for them but there is no need for 
villagers to fear. The escapees are 
not dangerous,” he told The Asso- 
ciated Press. 


Menggatal center 

He said police also rounded up а 
number of illegal immigrants and 
were in the process of verifying if 
they were among the escapees 


-Some 1,400 detainees are held 
at the Menggatal center, which із 


Often, however, authorities in 
their own countries refuse to take 
them back, demanding. stronger 
proof of citizenship. 


Speed up repatriation 

Philippine officials said Monday 
they would work to speed up the 
repatriation of 1,173 Filipinos, in- 
cluding 151 boys and 90 girls, held 
ar the Menggatal camp. 

‘Sabah has an extensive land bor- 
der with Indonesia's Кайта 
province, and is separated from 
the southern Philippines by a short 
boat ride. Many illegal immigrants 
cross the border to seek wo 
wealthier Malaysia. 


Kids’ 
travels 
eased 


THE GOVERNMENT 
has simplified the pa- 
per requirements for 
minors traveling 
overseas. 

A person aged 18 
years and below wil 
no longer need a travel 
clearance from the De- 
partment of Social Wel- 
fare and Development 
under the following 
 drcumstances: 

elfheorshe is rav- 
eling abroad with el- 
ther a parent or with a 
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IMEDICard's 


ШАКА Group of Companies recently si 
[with MEDICard Philippines, Inc. (sea 

® GM) and Dr. Nicanor D. Montoya 
|Enrile (President 


М. Tribunal (Mktg. Asst.) 
[President), Reynaldo J. 


rd - JAKA Group 


& CEO) and Antonio 
Dr. 


of Companies Signing 
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| Ez = 


ей the renewal of its healthcare agreement 

L-R) MEDICard's Luis S. Montoya (EVP 
resident) with JAKA's Katrina 

J. Lim (Senior БУР). (standing L-R) 

‘Voltaire К. Victoria (Sales & Business Dev't Mngr) and Teresa 

‘with Sevenfold Health-Serve's Alexander Bombay (Vice 

| Chua (President) and Severino dela Chica (Director) 
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‘Ponce 


legal guardian; 

‘Ifthe minor trav- 
‘ling alone can show 
proof that his parents 
are in the foreign ser 
Vice or are living 


oe PRINCESA CITY WATER DISTRICT 


abroad—the — proof 
can be in the form ofa 
dependens — visa, 
valid pass or ID that 
will show that he is 
living with his parents 
overseas. 

Considered a mea- 
sure against child паб. 
fing, а clearance 
must sil be secured 
from the DSWD and 
presented at the airport 
by a minor living in the 
Philippines who is trav- 
eling alone or is accom- 
panied by a person oth- 
er than his parents, 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
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which was faxed to the 
Ingunen yesterday by 
the Bureau of Immi- 
gration office at the Ni- 
moy Aquino Inema- 
‘ional Airport. Vole 
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3 FOR ALL YOUR 
= — AUTO REPAIR AND 
F- . SERVICE NEEDS. 


NAME IT! WE'VE GOT IT! 


Auto Service Center 


AC ARNATZ AVE. (FORMERLY PASAY ROAD) 


‘THIS WAY 
qM THis way 

SON 
EMPORIUM 


DRIVE IN FOR A CHECK-UP! 


SEE THE DIFFERENCE AND 
FEEL THE RESULTS. 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
AALA CENTER A ARAL FEU FORMERLY PASAY 
кою, CORNER WES DANE MAAN OTY 
8922212 ө 8922213 ө 8922214 

8867552 © 8867551 


мох 


PARKING 


PARK SQUARE? 


THIS WAY 
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Genii Ic. 499 Quezon Ay 


Analgesic/Antipyretic 
(Para sa kirot, lagnat o trangkaso) 


DLI Melenamic Ad tab, 500 mg 
DLI Paracetamol syrup 125 туб mi 60 mi 

DLI Paracetamol tab 500 mg 
Anti-biotic (Kontra-Bakterya) 
DLI Aoxclin cap. 250 mg 

DLI Ancscitn cap. 500 mg 

DLI Атоюойа susp. 250 туб mi, 60 mi 

DLI Арева cap. 500 mg 

DLI Chioramphenicl сар. 500 mg 

DLI Сочятонатае tab (TM-160mg SNZ-800mg) 
DLI Costimonnzce cap. (TM-50ng ЗМ2-4000) 
DLI Coirmorazoie susp. (TM-40mmg SMZ-200mg) 
Anti-cough (Para sa Ubo) 

РИ Brombarine HCL syrup 4 пуб mi 80 тї 
DLI Carbocistein cap. 500 mg. 

DLI Carbocstene susp. 100 туб mi, 60 mi 
Anti-diarrhea (Рага sa Pagtatae) 


DLI Loperamide сар 2mg 
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Searching for the American Dream? 
bs —— اچ‎ 


We have answers to all of your 
U.S. immigration questions. í 
* more than 25 years of experience 
* committed to excellence 
+ backed by a team of immigration 
experts and professionals. 
+ practice devoted exclusively to 
U.S. immigration and nationality laws 


We make success stories happen every day. 


CALL US NOW TOLL-FREE (No long distance charges) 
1-800-10-7733-837 
(for Manila Residents) (2) 759-6777 
or visit our website www.rreeves.com 
REEVES SASS 
Yo ТТТ 


ATTY. ROBERT L REEVES 


PASADENA SAN FRANCISCO. 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Contract tor Security Se 
TTB PROABAEA95 


PRON 


‘Tho PHILHEALTH REGIONAL OFFICE IV-B (PRO IV-B) rough Iho corporate opereîng 
аёаа o Pip Най Inaurance Corporation 200 anda o вру he sum cf 
imo million one hundred elaven thousand savon hundred and fifty p 
{P2,114.780.00 bung he Aoproved Budget or ho Conr (ABC) lo payments undor he 
os or Socry Sonics Вв rene In cons of ho ABC shel be automascaly 
icd al Bld Opaning, 


Tro PRO N-B now tas és Form ga Без for he Re i of Security Serves 
Тш conic hal ka effect on June 1, 208 unt December 31, 2006 Tee escrplon 
Don уно bidder is conned in Sacon lot he Sang Documents, ТВ. 


‘ling wil bo солй 

dielonory postal tries pea 

A (RRA) of Republ Act B184 (RA. 91 

Ровиотеп Reform Act! and it 

‘organizations wih at leant ay porco (805) 

flongngtocitzana of he Phitopne,entoclizens or organization of a county tha awe 

af plans ol nhe gront simlar ghis or vlogs o Fina czar, pursuant lo 

Ropibte et 5183 (R.A. 5183) n betta Солттаткашн Act 138 (CA. 138; Only ев 

from Biáor wo pes Во etl choc il bo opened. Tho process г Pa epey 

hec в билвей n Sacfon I at he Bling Documents. Т8. The ber of ha Lowest 

"Озодона BI (LOB) hel advance 1o he post quataton stage ia order to tiny 

‘Soto renponivenes orbe bid w technical and fanc requremants of he project. 
contes! on ba awarded to a Lowest Сасин Responsive Biter (RS) 

Wo was toring as such during apes qu/can precedar. 


ненен ders may ыал far lorvato tom the Phiath Reine OM V. 
and neca Bidding Documents atthe address gen below fom 80a m o 510 p-0. 


Асотраі sol of ing Documents may be purchased улан Biber rom Ара 
Aro Aot 28, 1006 al he dirus writan bou and upon paymant ol a талайдан 
{aot бо amount o thousand parce (Php 200000) The Being Documents shal e 
tend arsenal by e prospective Bier or Ne autorze representative. 


The PRO IV-B wi hod a Pre Conlerance opan о al пеген portes on Арт! 28, 
н, 230 pi at he oor, Conferarco Roc, Philae Regine Oos V. 


вз end Egy resumen muat bo dard о ба adea blow on or balora Ma 
40,2008, 00 m, Late tida shel not be ссоре Al bids must be accompanied by a 
Bl асу! any ot tha енто ота and amount. 


эн aparing shal bo on May 10, 206, 2:00 p.m. at ће 2 For, Coferance Room, 
Piet Roglonal Cice IV-B. ét wil be opened in he presence of ha Bidders 
fepoverinies who choes to aland Lo adress below. 


FORN OF SECURITY Minimum Amount in of ABC 


prot 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & COMMUNICATIONS 
LAND TRANSPORTATION OFFICE 
East Avenue, Quezon Oy 
Email Address: homboxGito.gov.gh + Website: win to gov ch 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


лов units Patrol Motor Cycles for tho uso of LTO Sectoral Head Office, 
Regional Offices, CAR & CARAGA 
‘Tho Land Transportes Oo, Brough Fund 151 АС) tends t apply o sum of 
Tovicen Mion Fio Hunered Sony Thousand Pesos (21128020000 bong he 
‘reso Bat ia Pe Contac АВЕ) of payment br en 106 us Pavel Motor Cyclos 
воо, ТО corsi eed Of, Ragorol ficos CAR & CARAGA етос 
пока f ho ABC stet be automata pcd at Bd ороп. 
ThoLandTransperaíce Ofico now tos Bids kom оды Виз or Ре ons Tho 
ало oar sedo wi o таси n Ро approved Contract. The dosciplon ol 
Antig Buda s сое in Sacson N of be Bra Doct, Па. 
Bidding wl bo conducted Brough open compote bidding procodures using non: 
‘culinary pasta atere s spected n he inpleenin us end Regáelors Pat 
AIRRA) of Варис Jet S164 oPerwse known zs En “Government Procurement 
ators Aa. ands tested Ғараз сөзүз p oprietorstips, orgorizatons wit 
Ич иу росон 80) teres а cusancing capta sick belonging o cliens of 
e Puppet andio etzensorexgrtaton of 8 couta elewscrreqatorsl hon 
(gant Setar ops ot popes lo Тро cons, pursuant о Repub Act S183 RA 
Fi and sunc 1o Commorwoatn ct 138 С.А 138} Oniy bids om Bidders wno pass 
Фе geli check wi o opono Tho proces fer i eigblty chock is scd ja 
Sains othe Giang Documents. ITB. fre itor th ке Lowest Cacutoted Bd (LCB) 
Sener te pene saga nordn ot en ses 
Sno Oo lechnical and палав ест of ho poet. Tha contac shal hen be 
radio е Lowes Calculated and Rospoase Ви (LCRB) who was боото 
"isch arg bo pos quicaton poc. 
Interested Bidders may obiain frr hormaton Eom he BAC Sub Commiles and 
pac he tng Docurents al o бас: giren below fom #40 AM io 500 PM. 
A complete sel ol Bing Documors may be purchased by гохе Васа fom he 
Мален эйиропргутепи a non алама e К re amount ol Php 10.00000, 
he ermal cash To Bins Documents sabe recevedpersorly he prospec 
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TrelandTiarsporaon Осе wi heida Pre B Conleronce open to ci terested partes 
Арт. 2906 200 PM at tho LTO Bray Eos rem, Quezon Сау. 
‘is and gy reqatements musi bo борне o ho adress йон ono balore 
May 3 20068 200 PM. A Bids usto accompanied by a Bid securty ln any of he 
иу т. 
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бо accept or reject any Bid, 1o annul e bidding process, 
sra prar econ ar, without hereby Сит any eb 


Riondi Marasigan ehe goto (BAC Senat) 
Pniaalh дола Отсо 

РОС Big #89 P Burgos corr Mee Si Batangas Cy 
та No (025 8522 201 

Расате No. 104317734822 loc. 409 

ола! address rualonda@ohiinealth gov. oh 


(Sod) CIRILO C. BALMACEDA 
Cnerpeson, Bids nd Awards Committee 
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(SubiciBay/Summer/T 
All Sot Heritage Cultural & Culinary Feast 
Беле 
oS - 13 Holy Week Specials 
The Moscow Rhythmic Gypsies Show 
Summer Sizzler Tropical Show 
Haydn's 7 Last Word: 
Candleli, 
Lenten Luau & Seafood Fest. 
Black Saturday Concert 
Featuring Bamboo & Sugar Free 
Puppet & Magic Show 
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Lenten Supersale at all Duty Free Shops 


jht Performance of Coke Bolipata 
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посато oy Bey healed ero Вие. 
Land Transporation Offce, 

iy. Jimny ©. Peigan - Chatman, BAC 

aii Avenue. Quezon Сау 
(02) 921-907 lax 
Eng. Roberto S. Se Chairman: BAC Sub-Committee 
Property Sexton LTO, East Avenue, Quezon Chy 
1025282015 - tistax 
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RP tourist spots 
better than others, 
says Chinese envoy 


By Volt Contreras. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 2008 


since tourism is among the key 
areas of cooperation between 
Beijing and Manila 

The other areas are in the 
fields of trade, agriculture, in- 
frastructure development, and 
investment, Li said in remarks 
later posted on the Chinese em- 
assy website. 


RP-Sino trade 

“The Chinese government is 
now carrying out active re- 
search and encouraging Chi- 
mese enterprises to expand 
thelr investments in the Philip- 
pines. We will promote inves 
ments not only in large-scale 
cooperative projects, but also 
in middle-scale and small-scale 
projects. We will expand the 
fields of Investment coopera 
tion,” he said. 

The volume of RP-Sino trade 
is expected to exceed $20 bil- 
lion this year, and "if we can 
make joint efforts to tap into 
the full potential of our bilater- 
al trade, it will be quite possible 
to achieve the 2010 goal of $30 
billion ahead of time,” Li said. 


THE PHILIPPINES TOURIST 
attractions top those in two 
wealthier Southeast Asian na- 
tions, according to the top Chi- 
nese diplomat in Manila, 

“In my view, the Philippines 
has richer tourism resources 
chan Malaysia and Singapore,” 
said Ambassador Li Jinjun last 
week at a forum exploring the 
future of RP-Sino relations in 
view of China's emergence as 
an economic giant to rival the 
United States and Japan. 


Relatively small 

Li, who was assigned to 
Manila last November, noted 
that Chinese tourists t0 the 
Philippines totaled 100,000 
last year, twice the number that 
came in 2004. 

This, however, is still a "rel 
tively small” chunk of the 32 mi 
Ton Chinese citizens who travel 
abroad each year and is also lo 
er than the number of Chinese 
Who visit other countries in the 
region, he sajd. Last year, for ex- 
ample, 1.5 million Chinese visit- 
ed Thailand and 800,000 went 
to Singapore 


Infrastracture construction 

The diplomat said his coun- 
try could also help the Philip. 
pines solve the “problem of 
food shortage” by expanding 
cooperation in the production 
and processing of hybrid rice 
and corn, coconut products and 
vegetables, 

China will also continue to 
support infrastructure con. 
struction іп the Philippines “as 
far as our capacity allows," he 
said, citing as an example the 
NorchRail project which is 
funded by a $900-million Chi- 
nese loan. 


Grow rapidly 

“1f the number of Chinese 
tourists coming to the Philip- 
pines reaches one million and 
Each tourist spends $1,000, it 
will add $1 billion to the in 
Соте of the Philippines,” he 
Said. 

Speaking at the forum orga: 
nized by the Philippine Council 
for Foreign Relations, Li said he 
believes the volume of Chinese 
visitors to the country wil grow 
Тарду im the next few years 
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Nature;'Fun'andim: 


Easter Egg Hunt 


April 


President's Cup Regatta / China Sea Race 


Summer Swimming Вамар 1 
Earth Day Celebration Motorcade 
Spa By the Bay 

Beach Volleyball 


ath Legendary Wilderness Adventure 


Earth Day Jam Concert 
Bamboo Cooking Demo 
Beach Bonfire (Acoustic Concert) 
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Alleged Abu leader who killed US soldier slain 


By Julle S. Alipala. 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—A SUSPECTED 
Abu Sayyaf leader, who landed in 
Washington's list of terrorists for 
bombings that included an attack that 
killed an American serviceman, in 
2002, and his father were killed dur- 
ing a'shootout with authorities in Cu- 
ruan district here early yesterday 
morning. 

Col. Edgardo Gidaye, commander 
of the antiterror Task Force Zamboa 
ga, identified the slain suspect as 
Amithamja Ajijul, alias Alex Alvarez. 
The father was identified as Andalul 
Ajijul, 


Gidaya said the elder Ajijul was FILE photo shows suspected Abu Sayyaf 
killed when Alvarez's group ex- leader Amilhamja Alju alias Alex 
changed shots with authorities at Alvarez. Alvarez was the alleged 

around 3 a.m. in sitio Dulian in Baran- mastermind of the Malagutay bombing 

where US serviceman was killed in 


gay Calabasa. g 
Critically wounded 


Alvarez was critically wounded in ty of $20,000 on his head and, ac- 


the 30-minute gunfight and died while 
being treated at a hospital. 
The United States had put a boun- 


Controversial officer among 8 promoted 


j Byluige A. del Puerto 


THE NATIONAL POLICE COMMISSION 
has approved the promotion of eight po- 
lice officers, including a seasoned investi- 
gator who helped solve one of the coun- 
буз most sensational murder cases but 


Still no trace 
of 11 missing 
off Palawan 


NOTRACE HAS BEEN FOUND OF 11 PEOPLE 
reported missing on their way to Palawan ina 
boat nearly two weeks ago, the Philippine 
Coast Guard has said. 

Spokesperson Lt. Commander Joseph 
Coyme said that as of yesterday, the PCG 
маз still on search and rescue mode for 
the missing people who left San Jose, Oc- 
cidental Mindoro, on March 31 in a motor 
banca and were headed for Coron, 
Palawan. 

‘The 11 consisted of eight employees of M4 
Construction and Maintenance Services Inc. 
and three crew members of the banca. M4 is a 
contractor of the telecommunications firm 
Smart Communications Inc. 

Coyme said that, so far, no date has been 
set for ending the search. 

"It would depend on those supervising the 
search and rescue operations,” he said. 

He said there was still a chance of finding 
the missing people alive, noting that in past 
operations the PCG was able to find people 
‘who had been lost at sea for longer periods. 

Coyme also said M4 Construction has de- 
nied claiming that its employees had been 
Kidnapped at sea. 

He said he spoke with М4 president 
Leonardo Mercado, who told him no M4 em- 
ployee had reported a kidnapping by pirates. 
to authorities. 

Coyme, quoting Mercado, said the kidnap- 
ping of the 11 people by pirates had been the 
topic of rumors in Mindoro. 

‘But he said the PCG had yet to substantiate 
this. 

“We have not received any proof of a kid- 
mapping. If there had been a kidnapping, 
somebody should have received a ransom de- 
mand," he said. Leila B. Salaverria 


Relax: We connect 


cording to Senior Supt. Angelito 
Casimiro of the Western Mindanao 
police, another P350,000 under the 


interior department's reward pro- 
gram. 

Casimiro said Alvarez and his men 
were also wanted for crimes other 
than the bombings like kidnapping 
and murder. 


Four arrested 

Four of Alvarez's companions were 
arrested. They were identified as 
Asirin Asmani Aslon, Sherhan Aslon, 
Sawang Aslon and Sambri Kamlon 
Andon. They were brought to the mil- 

ary's Southern Command headquar- 
ters for interrogation. 

Gidaya said government security 
forces also recovered two .45-cal.pis- 
tols, cellular phones, jungie bolos and 
documents from the Abu Sayyaf safe- 
house. 


Finally neutralized 

“Finally we neutralized the leader 
ofthis urban terrorist group of the Abu 
Sayyaf and we have preempted a much 
wider scale of terrorist attack in the 
peninsula,” he told the INQUIRER. 

Gidaya said the death of Alvarez 
and the "neutralization" of his group. 


was an effort by “homegrown ex 
pers." 


No foreigners involved 
io foreign troops were involved. 
Our units painstakingly built up infor 
mation for almost four years,” he said. 
Gidaya said Alvarez was wanted for 
two bomb attacks at the Shoppers’ 
shopping malls here on Oct. 17, 2002, 
that claimed several lives, another 
bombing at the Fort Pilar Shrine three 
days later, as well as the 2000 kidnap- 
ping of 53 students and teachers at a 
Roman Catholic school оп nearby 
Basilan island. 


Cafe bombing 
Alvarez's group was also believed to 
be responsible for the bombing of 
cafe near the gates of the military's 
Camp Arturo Enrile in Barangay 
Malagutay which killed five per- 
sons, including Sgt. Mark John- 


number some 500 militants, has been 
blamed for the worst terrorist attacks 
in the country, including the fire- 
bombing of а passenger ferry on 
Manila Bay in February 2004 that 
claimed more than 100 lives, and the 
Kidnapping of Western tourists that. 
led to the deaths of two American 
captives in 2001 and 2002. 


Links to networks 

US and Filipino intelligence offi- 
cials have linked the Abu Sayyaf group 
to the regional militant network Je- 
maah Islamiyah and the al-Qaida net- 
work of Osama bin Laden. f 

last week, two suspected Abu 
Sayyaf bandits were killed during a 
clash with government security 
forces in Sacol Island here. With a re- 
port from Ed General, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau 4 


son, an American soldier. Forty 


Orinda de 


others, including another US ser- 
viceman, were wounded in that 


attack. 


The Abu Sayyaf, thought to 


under whose watch a suspected interna- 
tional terrorist escaped from his cell. The 
promotions are subject to approval by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, 

The promotion of Chief Supt. Jesus Ver- 
soza, director of the Philippine National 
Police's Criminal Investigation and Detec- 
tion Group, signals the restoration of his 
superiors’ confidence in him following the 
escape of Fathur Roman al-Ghozi and two 
other alleged terrorists from a heavily 
guarded detention center in Camp Crame 
three years ago. 


Rizal Day bombing 

AkGhozi, an Indonesian, had admitted 
involvement in the 2000 Rizal Day bomb- 
ings in Metro Manila in which 14 people 
were killed and 91 others wounded. Ver 
soza was chief of the PNP's Intelligence 
Group when Al-Ghozi escaped from its 
custody 

‘Apart from Versoza, who will become а po- 
lice director, also approved for promotion to 
the rank of director were Chief Supt. Irving 
Malunda, deputy inspector general of the In 
ternal Affairs Service, and Chief Supt Servan- 
do Hizon, chief of the Directorate for 
Comptroliership. 

Five senior superintendents will also 
become chief superintendents: Antonio 
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the Directorate for Research and Develop- 
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puter Service; Jaime Milla, chief of the Se- 
Curly Agency and Supervision Division, 
and Roberto Rosales. 
Special promotion 

Rosales was granted a special promotion 
for leading successful anti-narcotics opera- 
tions in Quezon province, where he served as 
police chief, the Napolcom said. 

The Napolcom also approved the hiring 
of 207 licensed criminologists who will 

in the force with the rank of police in- 


the escape of Al-Ghozi and his two com- 
panions. The probe blamed the escape on 
the incompetence of the guards and de- 
fects in the cells locks and recommended 
the filing of criminal charges against sev- 
en officers. 

Versoza is credited with solving the sensa- 
tional 1993 rape and murder of Aileen Sar- 
menta and her friend Alan Gomez which 
eventually sent Mayor Antonio Sanchez of 
Calauan, Laguna, to prison as the crime's 
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Love and sacrifice 


ГНЕ CHRISTIAN WORLD COMMEMORATES THIS: 
week its day of deepest gloom as well as its day of 


greatest joy. 


‘More than 2,000 years ago, Jesus Christ made a tri- 
umphal entry into Jerusalem on a donkey, greeted by 
throngs that waved branches of trees and shouted 
“Hosannah!” ("Save us!"—which was also an exclama- 

tion of praise.) Five days later, the same 

EDITORIAL crowd would shout "Crucify him!” at Je- 
sus trial. Found guilty, He would be cru- 

cified, would die and be buried. The week would culmi- 
nate in His Resurrection, the most joyous event in Chris- 


tendom. 


"The central themes of Holy Week are love and sacrifice. 

Christianity received the main commandment of its ethic 
from the Old Testament: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself” But Jesus Christ went further and joined to- 
gether in a unique fashion the historic commandments to 
love God and to love one's fellowmen. He said that the 
first commandment is: “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and with all your strength.” He.then, added, 
“The second [commandment] is this, you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself” thus making thé'second'a'corollary 
of the first. And again Jesus went further when He said, 
"Love your enemies and pray for them that ‘persecute 


commandment is thi 


you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down 
his life for his friends." And He did follow His own com- 
mandment, and laid down His life for his fellowmen. 

God the Father sacrificed His Son to save humankind 
from its sins: "For God so loved the world that He gave his 
only Son that whoever believes in Him should not die, but 
have eternal life." And it fell to Jesus, as a man, to make. 


the supreme sacrifice. 


Being a man, Jesus did not want to suffer pain. ‘Abba, 
Father,” He said at Gethsemane, “everything is possible 
for You. Take this cup from Me. Yet not what I will, but 


what You will.” 
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Where did the Bible come from? 


HOLY WEEK IS THAT TIME OF THE YEAR 
‘when people find time not to whoop it up in re- 
sorts and vacation spots but also, sometimes, 
to pickup the Bible and thumb through it. Tele- 
vision and the movies show endless reruns of 
religious films, and people suddenly remem- 
ber to go to church. Priests and preachers wax 
bombastic with their sermons. Always the sub- 
jects are the passion and death and teachings 
‘of Jesus Christ as told by the Bible. 

"This year, there are two new controversies in- 
volving the Bible: the best-selling novel “The Da 
Vinci Code” and the newly discovered "the 
Gospel of Judas," two silly exercises, if 1 may 
add. "The Da Vinci Code" is a novel, a book of fic- 
Чоп, and does not pretend to be accurate history. 
The author merely wove an interesting story 
around some historical facts, the same way other 
authors weave make-believe stories around his- 
torical figures and facts during World War IL 

"The Judas Gospel” tells а story different from 
that told in the other gospels in the Bible, Prom. 
being a heel, Judas is now a hero in the new 
gospel, not a betrayer but loyal follower of Je- 
Sus. No doubt, these two controversies will con- 
tinue to hound the Bible for years. 

"The Bible, the most widely read book in the. 
world, is the only—if very sketchy— official biog- 
raphy of Christ and, in the Old Testament, the 
history of the universe from the day of Creation 
to the times of Jesus. But the Bible is neither his- 
tory nor biography. The Bible is considered holy 
by many people who believe it came directly 
Кот God Himself and therefore take its words 
as “the gospel truth.” Not true. 

‘Unfortunately different preachers of different 
religious sects have differing interpretations of 
“the gospel truth" although they all read the 
same texts, That is why many preachers and 
modern-day evangelists have made flourishing 
careers and have become rich from perorating 
on passages in the Bible. Thats why followers of 
different religious secs, far from being united by 
the same God and His teachings, argue, bicker 
and criticize one another over their "wrong?" in- 
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Neal Н. Cruz 


terpretations of Bible passages, as though they 
were the only ones who could interpret them 
correctly. 

Preachers of two religious sects waste the air 
time of two competing religious TV channels, 
day in and day out, ridiculing and trying to prove 
each other wrong and therefore spreading hate, 
instead of love as Jesus teaches, to their listen- 
es 

‘Why does this happen, when they are all read- 
ing from the same Bible? Where did the Bible. 
‘come from anyway? 

“There are many Bible study groups that have, 
mushroomed everywhere. We long have many 
Catholic schools that teach catechism, and peli- 
gion to their students. But strangely, they never 
teach the origins of the Bible. Why? 

Because when people learn the origins of the 
holy book, they will see that it did not come di- 
rectly from God as widely believed, like God. 
gave the Ten Commandments to Moses on Mt. 
Sinai. More truthfully, the contents of the Bible 
‘were written by mortal men, with their biases 
and prejudices, and were written many decades. 
after the death of Jesus. None of the people listed 
as the authors of the different books witnessed 
the events that they chronicled. 

"The earliest of these was not written until af- 
ter many decades after the Crucifixion, For many 
generations, the story of Jesus was told by word. 
ОР mouth, from father to son, from mother to 
daughter as the Christians waited for the Second 
Coming, 

Many preachers and “prophets” embellished 
their own stories, пог to mislead but to reinforce 
(in their opinion) the teachings and lessons of 


сиы. Something like “the end jusifis the ' 

When the many stories of Christ began to be 
written down centuries later, there was such a 
profusion of “gospels” that the Vatican saw a 
need to choose the most credible of these 
“gospels” and compile them. It created study 
groups of experts who spent a very long time go- 
ing over the stories. Many apocryphal gospels 
were discarded. They finally settled on the 
gospels of Luke, Matthew, Mark and John. They iO 
are now the only official "biography" of Jesus 
Christ, very little of whom is written in the histo- 
ту of the Roman Empire or апу other historical 
source. They now comprise a major portion of 
the New Testament in the Bible as we know it to- 
day. That explains the many contradictions in 
the Bible over which thousands of preachers 
have fulminated trying о explain. 

"Thats not the only reason. The Bible has been 
translated into many languages, and translations 
necessarily include inaccuracies. Different words 
in different languages sometimes cannot convey ., 
the same.shade of meaning in the originale 
‘Again, the result is contradiction and confusion, ыд, 

in short, the Bible is neither the “word of God" ^ 
northe "gospel truth.” lt was not written by God. m 
{is a compilation of stories told and retold for 
centuries and gathered together in one book. It 
can be compared to legends and folk tales of the 
Philippines, compiled in an anthology. The sto- 
ries make interesting and valuable reading but 
they are neither history nor biography-—nor ас. 
curate 

Te is not wise, therefore, to argue with others 
onthe passages ofthe Bible. You can be as wrong 
about them as you think they are. Contradic- 
tions, ambiguity and inaccuracies are built into 
the Bible because of its origins and the inexact 
craft of translation. 

"The best attitude is to live and let live. Let ev- 
егуопе be happy with his or her belief and inter- 
pretation of the Bible and not uy to prove him Or 
her wrong. After all, that is one of the principal. 
teachings of Christ. 


Jesus knew that being the Messiah, “the Anointed One” 
of God, meant that He had to undergo certain sacrifices if 
He was to fulfill His Father's purpose. His Father had giv- 
en him the cup and He had to drink it—a metaphor first 


Again, alternatives 


“BUT WHAT'S THE ALTERNATIVE TO GMA?” " takes to get things right. If at first you don't 


seen at the Last Supper and that recurred in his agonized 
prayer at Gethsemane. Jesus was the Good Shepherd, 
and like any good shepherd, He had to lay down His life 


for His flock. 


Jesus knew He had to undergo all kinds of suffering if 
He was to fulfill His mission on earth. To the very last, 
‘when He was nearly at the point of death, He refused an 
anodyne that a kind soldier offered him: wine mixed with 
myrrh to dull the pain of crucifixion. To the very last, He 
loved “His people,” and loved even those who were slow- 
ly putting Him to death: “Father, forgive them, for they 


know not what they do.” 


‘These words, Thomas Carlyle said, were “the sublimest. 


words that ever fell from human lips. 


Jesus Christ lived a very short life of only more than 30 
years and His public career lasted only about three years, 
but He has been called the greatest man who ever lived. 
No other man has so widely and greatly affected hu- 
mankind. Historians and theologians say that Christiani- 
ту, the religion that sprang up after Jesus’ death, is a spiri- 
tual power that has influenced human history more 
strongly and changed it more deeply than any thing. 

‘The climax of Jesus! life was his Resurrection, His cruci- 
fixion gave Christian believers a preview of the world to 
come. In suffering His Passion and Crucifixion, Jesus 
demonstrated more clearly and more strongly than any 
writing ог sermon His lesson of love and sacrifice. He was 
the human manifestation of the self-giving, self-denying, 


self-sacrificing love of God's Son. 


Brotherly love and sacrifice— these are two things that 
are now sorely needed in our world, a world filled with 
much hatred, enmity, violence and strife and greed, self- 
centeredness and selfishness, This week should be an oc- 
casion for us to ponder the lesson of Jesus’ love and sacri 
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Surprisingly, that question is still being 
asked today. As 1 keep saying, that’s not the 
hardest question in the world to answer. It’s 
the easiest. 

"To begin with, the question contains two 
wrong assumptions. The first is that ín this per- 
sorcoriented culture, you need another face or 
person as an alternative to GMA. Thats not true. 
at all. You need look no farther to see that than 
GMA herself, or what brought her to power, 
‘which was Edsa II. Edsa П was never a choice 
between Erap and СМА, Had it been so, Edsa П 
‘would never have happened. Edsa П happened 
inspite of, and not because of, GMA, GMA being 
the biggest obstacle to it, Аза friend in the Етар 
‘government asked me then: Would you rather 
have GMA Instead of Етар ruling us? 1 confess I 
was taken aback. GMA was, of course, the legal 
successor, but if the way she had comported 
herself in that campaign was anything to go by, 
not the moral one. 

Edsa Ш happened because of a hope or 
dream, not a person. The hope or dream, as in 
Edsa 1—although Edsa I was aided by a face, 
which was Cory’s—that things could be better. 
"The hope or dream that the collective force of 
civil society, the Church, business, the media 
‘and ordinary folk could bring back decency to 
a fand ravaged by the lack of t 

‘The second fallacy, which is related to the 
first, is that the people who want to oust GMA 
‘want to do so simply because they do not like 
her face. Well, I guess some are motivated by 
that, though 1 can't say I blame them. There's 
something to be sald about removing a face 
that launched a thousand plagues, and caused 
not quite a few deaths from bugnot. But, no, 
the problem is not the face, it is the principle. 

AS The New York Times shows those of us 
who can't see what's right under their noses, 
GMA isn't just a usurper, she is a dictator. Or is 
going there. She has, the Times observes, be- 
frayed the spirit of Edsa, resurrecting the same. 
evils Marcos unleashed: electoral chicanery, 
Srony politics and intimidation of the tne. 


THERE'S 
THE RUB 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


‘The two are related, You are not the elected 
president, you have no recourse but to defend 
yourself ftom the outery to vacate your post by 
naked force. Which brings us to the point: the 
choice is not just between GMA and no GMA, 
the choice is between democracy and dictator 
ship. 

‘What is the alternative to GMA? Quite sim- 
ply (clean) elections. 

"By that, of course, 1 do not mean the one Fi- 
del Ramos ега. are proposing, which is an elec- 
tion that includes GMA. That is stupid. GMA is 
the reason we need to have a new election—be- 
cause she serewed the last one, Why should she. 
фе allowed to take рат in the new one? 

(Clean) elections answer completely the 
wrong assumptions, or fallacies, above. 

First off, it answers the problem of an illegit- 
imate rule. The problem, to repeat, isnot GMA 
perse, itis that GMA has no electoral mandate. 
"The answer to an illegitimate ruler is a legiti 
mate one. The answer to a president who has 
по electoral mandate is to have a president 
who does, It is not a face or person that is the 
alternative to GMA, it is a process. (Clean) 
elections affirm the most basic principle of 
democracy, which is that the voters and only 
the voters may choose the leader they want. 

1 don't mind if Noli de Castro wins in (clean) 
elections. If he's the one the voters want, so be 
it. That is what we have elections for, lest we 
have forgotten. We have elections so the peo- 
ple may choose whom they want to lead them. 
Ге winner subsequently betrays their trust, 
эв Erap did, then by all means let us remove 
him, or her, from power. 1 don't mind either 
having one Edsa after another if that is what it 


succeed, ту and try again. 

‘Second, (clean) elections answer the prob- 
lem of dictatorship. In fact i's not just GMA 
who's moving this country toward dictatorship, 
its many of those opposing her, or indeed the 
public itself, if completely unwittingly so. Youll 
Find that in the question Гуе been asked repeat- 
edly by reporters and by audiences in forums: 
“But who do you want to replace СМА?” or, 
"Who is your alternative?" That question is à. 
wrong one. Indeed, itis a most dangerous one. 

Tt presumes that T am in a position to answer 
i In fact, I have no right to say who should rule +, 
this country; you have no right to say who should 
rule the county. Only the people, through their 
votes, may say who should rule them. We're see- 
ing precisely the dangers of that question in 
groups and individuals plorting to oust GMA by a 
Coup and putting in her place their concept of 
‘what constitutes а "viable altemarive." Nothing 
is viable that is not backed by the vote or People 
Power. Not in a democracy anyway. 

(Clean) elections are the only viable alter- 
native there is, All other alternatives simply 
usher us to a dangerous state of affairs where 
the elite or middle class, or their representa- 
tives in various organizations or institutions of 
society, may feel free to trot out the best person 
to lead this country and seize power for him, 
Which is whats happening now, many groups ' 
and individuals wracking their brains to ste. 
who or what can best be installed in place of 
GMA by force or farce, That is not democracy, 
however that is inspired and driven by the no- ^ 
blest intentions. That is tyranny. 

1 grant elections can just bring us back to ' 
where we were before GMA. But that is по 
mean advance from where we are now, which 
is a world without decency, which is an order 
teetering precariously on the edge of martial 
Taw. Elections are not unlike democracy itself 
‘which, аз Churchill said, is a horrible system, 
except that all the others are worse, 

Herons dont seem to offer much, except 
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Davide report puts GMA on the spot 


LESS THAN FOUR MONTHS AFTER HE WAS AP- 
pointed presidential adviser on election reform, 
Former Chief Justice Hilario Davide Jr. submitted 
to President Macapagal-Arroyo last March 10 a 
‘comprehensive report embracing both constitu- 
tonal change and electoral reform. Although the 
‘contents of the report have not been fully dis- 
closed, except for some key themes published in 
the papers this week, what is of immediate inter: 
est fo the public is his recommendation for a re- 
‘vamp of the Commission on Elections. 

Davide, according to press reports, has im- 
pressed on the President the urgency of reform- 

, ing the Comelec. He said in an interview, “Ie is not 
necessarily a total revamp but basic infrastruc- 
‘tural change.” He has submitted to the President 
‘a short list of six people “of integrity” for appoint- 
‘ment as commissioners. He said, “I recommend 
them because I know that they are persons of in- 
tegrity and character, competence, probity and 
independence which are the very criteria the 
Constitution also prescribes even for members of 
the judiciary. Their integrity is beyond dispute. 1 
believe that they can realy restore the credibility 
ofthe commissi 

‘The high priority and urgency Davide has giv- 
еп to the Comelec revamp and electoral reforms 
are well-placed at this time when all attempts for 
political reforms, including those seeking consti- 
tutional change and the replacement of President. 
‘Arroyo, have stalled and have, in fact, hit an im- 
‘passe, He has correctly identified the priorities. 
He pointed out that the revamp is a reform mea- 
sure that “should be in place before 2007,” when. 
the mid-term elections are scheduled. 

The seven-member Comelec has two vacan- 
Чез. But except for newly appointed Commis- 
sioner Rene Sarmiento, the holdover commission 
is enmeshed in the scandal over the presidential 
intervention in the commission, a presumably in- 
dependent and politically impartial constitution- 
al body, through telephone conversations with. 


IDONTKNOWIEITS JUST A CANNY PIECE OF 
marketing, but two controversies have exploded 
justas the Christan world was entering perhaps 
the mostsolemn (or supposed to be solemn) peri 
‘od ofthe ecclesiastical calendar. 

One is the movie adaptation of "The Da Vinci 
Code,” the bestselling novel by Dan Brown due 
to be released next month. The book created а 
Sensation with allegations that, among other 
things, Jesus Christ had married Mary Magda- 
Тепе, sired a child and founded a bloodline whose 
members have been protected through the cen- 
turies by a secret sect that includes, among oth- 
ers, Leonardo da Vinci. 

"Ihe other controversy evolves around the sur- 
facing of the "Gospel of Judas,” 26 pages of a re- 
stored papyrus manuscript that has been authen- 
cared by experts and dated back to 300 AD. 

‘What has made eyebrows rise over the "revela- 
tons" of this newly revealed Gnostic gospel is 
that they are seen as “rehabilitating” the image of 
Judas Iscariot, the apostle who, according to tra- 
ditional belief, betrayed Jesus and traded infor- 
mation on the Messiah's whereabouts for 30 
pieces of silver According to the document, Jesus 
Talked with Judas a few days before He was ar- 
rested and told him: “You will exceed all of them 
referring to the other apostles, for you will sacri- 
fice the man that clothes те”. 

“The man that clothes me” has been interpret- 

ed as the mortal body of Jesus, meaning that by 
Setting in motion the events leading to the Cru 
fion, Judas was carrying out God's will and i 
deed inade possible the salvation of humankind. 
As а New York Times article asks: "Was Judas а 
betrayer or facilitator of salvation?” 
FROM A LAYPERSON'S point of view, I don’t 
know why the rehabilitation of Judas should 
threaten, as some claim, the very foundations 
ofthe Christian faith. 

While the New Testament accounts say noth- 
ing of Jesus’ valuation of Judas’ status among 
the Apostles, the Gospel of John does quote Je- 
Sus implying a "divine" plan for Judas, when Je- 
зиз at the Last Supper took a piece of bread, 

in sauce and handed it to Judas, 


‘TEXTBOOK HISTORY HAS PAINTED SUCH A 
‘warped picture of the Spanish friar that we re- 
‘member the misdeeds of a few bad eggs rather 
than the majority who laid the foundation of 
many of our towns, supervised the building of 
colonial churches, provided rudimentary health 
care, education and other social services, aside 
from propagating the faith. When you read the 
early friar accounts of the Philippines in the 17th 
and 18th centuries, you get alot of fantastic mira- 
де tales and self-serving stories of their accom- 
plishments in the line of duty Yer there are some 
things that move the reader. 

Since this is a Holy Week column, 1 should take 
a break from heroes, humor and irreverence, and 
share some material from "Relacion de las islas 
Filipinas" by the Jesuit Pedro Chirino who arrived 
in the Philippines, according to his account, in 
1590 and served in Balayan and Taytay in Luzon, 
Tigbauan in Panay, and Carigara, Leyte. In the 
course of his ministry, he traveled through and 
wrote about Mindoro, Marinduque, Samar, Bohol 
and even parts of Mindanao. One would wish 
that he wrote more about what kind of cultures 
he saw and encountered at the time because 
these would then form an ethnographic record 
that would help historians recreate Philippine so- 
ciety at the time of contact with the West. He de- 
scribed what people wore, gave along account of 
bathing practices and even provided a glimpse in- 
to pre-colonial religion: anitos, catalonans, etc. 
There are so many crocodile stories here to fil 
‘numerous columns. 

In Chirino's account, we see how the early Fil- 
{pinos took to the missionaries and the new reli- 
gion, There is a chapter on the finding of the Sto. 
Niño de Cebu, narrating how the image was ven- 
erated as an anito by the natives. rom the time of 
Magellan's death in 1521 til its recovery many 
years later by another Spanish expedition, the 
Sto Niño wag invoked for CEST and pro- 
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ers resign. The Davide recommendation thus puts. 
toa test the Presidents willingness to undertake 
electoral reforms as a necessary first step to re- 
gaining political legitimacy and to restoring pub- 
lie confidence in the Comelec and, indeed, the 
electoral system. 
"The prompt preparation of the report is vin- 

tage Davide. He is one of the few Comelec chair- 


опе ofits commissioners, Virgilio Garcillano, dur- 
ingthe 2004 election. ^ 

Few Comelec administrations since the time of 
the dictatorship of Ferdinand Marcos have fallen 
into so much public disrepute and lost so much 
public trust as the Comelec now under Chair Ben- 
Jamin Abalos. Davide's recommendation comes 
amid calls rom а large sector of the public for the 
top-to-bottom overhaul of the Comelec, а clamor 
that is reflected by the Feb. 18 March 3 Pulse Asia 
survey showing that 52 percent of Filipinos favor 
the resignation en masse of the commissioners 
against the background of the political crisis gen- 
erated by the Garcillano tapes 

Davide's report puts the President on the spot. 
When Davide accepted the appointment as presi- 
dential adviser on electoral reform, following his 
retirement as chief justice last December, he was 
criticized as having allowed himself to be used as 
window dressing for an administration whose po- 
ical legitimacy was being questioned. In submit- 
ting his report, and especially stressing the urgen- 
rofa Comelec revamp, David is demonstrating 
that eis not being used asa tool, that he is serious 
about his commission as adviser on electoral re- 
forms and therefore proving his critics wrong. 

Davide's recommendation puts pressure on 
the President to clean up the Comelec and makes 
ik awkward for her to seek refuge behind the ex- 
сазе that election commissioners cannot be re- 
moved except through impeachment. There is va- 
айу in the argument that the President can ex- 
еп her suasive powers to make the commission- 
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four faith teaches us that God is all-know- 
ing and that nothing happens on earth with- 
out His knowledge and will, then it could be 
said that Judas indeed was merely fulfilling 
his partin the Divine plan. 

‘But if we accept Judas’ “innocence,” would 
this not destroy the concept of sin—of person- 
al responsibility for our own actions—as well 
as of the role of Satan in the thwarting of Di- 
vine intentions? 

"The "Gospel of Judas" would indeed seem 
quite in line with current thinking on “sin” and 
human frailty. These days, no one really com- 
mits a crime, does someone wrong, or sins. Ev- 
‘eryone who's gone beyond the norm of accept- 
able and honorable behavior is not guilty but 
dysfunctional, with neuroses and childhood 
trauma used to explain sociopathic behavior 
and personal evil. 


EVEN less should Dan Brown's novel and the 
‘movie which would make its contents even more 
accessible to a larger public, be taken as a chal- 
lenge to our faith. 

Brown, after all, has said repeatedly that the. 
book is a work of fiction, a mish-mash of legends, 
historical tidbits and rumor. True, he says the ba- 
sis for the book's central theory-has been laid 
down by scholarly scrutiny and historical analy- 
sis. But the novel is a work of entertainment—in- 
triguing and ripe for speculation—but entertain- 
ment just the same, and so fast-paced and unre- 
lenting in its exposition that readers are willing to 
suspend disbelief. 

‘But even if Brown's thesis about a carnal rela- 
tionship berween Jesus and Mary Magda- 
ene—described by feminist theologians based 
‘on texts of the early Christian church as “the first 
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vided miracles galore. 

‘Yet, one of the things that struck me was how 
зоте of the Jesuits moved people to convert by 
acts of kindness and compassion. Chirino wrote: 

"These people are squeamish to a fault: they 
are offended and horrified by anything unpleas- 
ant to the senses, especially sight and smell, 
while on the other hand, they are captivated by 
pleasant tastes and odors and are curious to hear 
and see what is pleasurable. Consequently they 
have а repugnance for anything that has a bed 
smell and great loathing for persons who have 
sores or wounds, so that among them such per- 
sons endured great need and abandonment, both 
spiritual and temporal. 

“We preached to them about this several times, 
but since it is undoubtedly difficult and heroic to 
achieve success in this respect and we saw that 
they did not benefit from out words, the preacher 
resolved to preach by deeds. There was a day set 
aside each week on which all the aged and sore- 
infested sick were assembled for instruction, but 
the priest knew that some of these did not show 
up because they had no one to bring them or help 
them come— particularly one woman, the slave 
of a certain chief, whose masters had never want- 
ed to bring her to church because of the loathing 
they felt for her. And so when a great number of 
these unfortunates were once gathered together 
and the cream of the townspeople were present, 
the priest took hold of the feet of the poor slave 
who was badly ulcerated and kissed them, 


persons whose administrations directed honest 
‘and non-partisan elections, and his recommenda- 
tions are served well by his experience at the 
Comelec. The Davide Commission that looked in- 
to the attempted coups against the Aquino ad- 
‘ministration remains one of the authoritative 
studies on Philippine coup attempts. 

His recommendation on electoral reforms, es- 
pecially the revamp of the Comelec, cannot be 
‘more timely than now, when there's а continuing 
demand for a snap election to pave the way for 
the termination of the Arroyo presidency before 
2010, and a campaign is under way to conduct a 
people's initiative to revise the Constitution, led 
by the administration. 

"Whether or not the initiative succeeds or the 
campaign for constitutional change leads to an 
‘lection in 2007, electoral reform is a key ele- 
ment in restoring confidence in the electoral sys- 
tem as the framework of political leadership 
change. 

When Davide refers to 2007 as the time for elec- 
toral reforms to be in place, he does not seem to 
have in mind the administrations timetable for the 
shift from presidential to a parliamentary system. 
of government, a point when а new constitution 
has to be ratified and an election for members of 
parliament will be held. In any case, the Comelec 
revamp is absolutely necessary and urgent. 

Among all the political reform projects now 
underway, nothing is more immediately achiev- 
able. The revamp is a necessary precondition to 
the reestablishment of the integrity and credibili- 
ty of electoral democracy 


among the spostles" should prove to be factual 
and actual human descendants of Christ are dis- 
covered, does this necessarily endan- 
ger again—ihe very foundations of our faith? 

Jesus Christ chose to be “fully God and fully 
man.” And if He had desired to share our lot, 
would He not have fully—and happily—em- 
braced the human condition, including our car- 
nal desires? Procreation, after all, is an essential 
part of being buman, necessary for the continua- 
tion of the human race and the enhancement of 
human relationships. Would Jesus have chosen to 
live and suffer and die as a man, while abjuring 
the common human experience of sex? 

Justasking. 

BOTH the “Gospel of Judas" and legends on 
the true nature of the “Holy Grail” are part of 
what's been called the “Gnostic tradition," af- 
ter an early Christian sect that published alter- 
nate texts to the “official” gospels adopted by 
the Council of Nicea. 

"The discoveries and revelations taken from 
these ancient tons, including the Dead Sea 
‘scrolls, says Elain Pagels, professor of religion 
at Princeton University, as quoted by The New 
York Times, “are exploding the myth of a 
monolithic religion and demonstrates how di- 
movement really was." 

Christ's divinity, the Blessed Virgin's virgin- 
ity, the leadership of the Church, the teaching 
оп celibacy for priests—all of these were un- 
der question and discussion in the years im- 
mediately after the Crucifixion and the Resur- 
rection, even as the Christian church expand- 
fed and its membership exploded. Only with 
time, and with the solidification of spiritual 
and political power, would most of ош cen- 
tral tenets be fixed and acquire the patina of 
authority. 

But if we believe our faith is a living faith 
and dynamic and responsive to the times, we 
must be willing to have these tenets ques- 
tioned and debated from time to time. For a 
faith that is not willing to be challenged or 
questioned is a fearful faith, timid and inse- 
оше. 


putting his mouth on the very wound. [Ngek!] 

"Another man, who was the object of their deri- 
sion and dared not uncover himself because the 
‘whole of his mouth and nose and most of his face 
had been eaten away by one great wound, he ap- 
proached and caressed and conversed with face 
to face. This example made such an impression 
оп them that from that time on, they have shown 
great compassion for these unfortunates, helping 
them in their needs and carrying them to church 
when they are unable to walk. This is precisely 
what one chief did with his slave woman, whom. 
previously he had not even approached. And the 
ruler of that town, an Indian of very high rank 
and highly esteemed by his people, seeing that a 
repulsive old woman had no one to help her to 
church, took her upon his own shoulders and 
bore her there himself, beedless of the unpleasant. 
smell or the sores or the soiling of the very fine 
robe that he was wearing that day. When some 
people, furthermore, tried to restrain him, be told 
them that he was merely fulfilling his Christian 
duy" 

"The above is something that we have seen in 
recent times in the life of Mother Teresa of Calcut- 
ta. Perhaps if I read the other early accounts by 
‘Augustinians, Franciscans and Dominicans, 1 will 
find more of the same and again be edified. Too 
bad that I read these accounts for historical rather 
than spiritual purposes. Too bad that I take every- 
thing with the proverbial grain of salt. Maybe 
these accounts would make me a better person, if 
mota better historian. 

‘Atleast I know that the much maligned friar in 
our history is but a caricature drawn by our 
heroes in the late 19th century and that there is 
possibly a positive story here waiting to be told to 
Counter the simplistic bias of textbook history. 

Comments are welcome at aocampo@ate- 
neo du A 


Quiet time 


*PAPANIS ANG LAWAY МО” A BOHOLANO FRIEND 
described what Holy Week was like for him when he was 
growing up. It was his way of describing how older Filipinos 
‘would impose a rule of silence around that time, and espe! + 
cially on Good Friday a solemn and somber commemoration, 
of Christ's suffering and death. 

These days, 1 cant imagine a place in the Philippines 
where you still have 
that rule of silence. 
Some of the reli- 
gious commemora- 
tions are still there, 
but by and large, 
Holy Week is a time ? 
for Filipinos to go Michael L. Tan m + 
offforavacationtto mJ 
Baguio, Boracay or, for the more affluent, abroad for fun, 
revelry, sometimes even bacchanalian debauchery. 

Across all cultures, there's always provision for some kind 
‘of holy day (or days) for silence. Particularly striking are the 
Balinese, who celebrate their New Year's eve with a lot of 
noise but for whom New Year's Day itself, Nyepi, is a time of 
almost total silence. All electrical appliances are supposed to 
be turned off; the roads have no cars, no motorcycles; even 
the airport will take only transit fights. 

In the Philippines, all our holidays are festive except, until 
recently, Holy Week, and now that quiet time is gone too. 
Sure, in principle, some of us will stil try to tone down on 
Good Friday but that still means retreating to our homes 
то watch cable TV Local stations will пу to come up with 
some kind of semblance of religious observances by televis- 
ing a church service, or showing old films with some vaguely „. 
religious theme, but these days, you can get around that H 
watching DVDs. 

We Filipinos fear silence much more than many of our 
neighbors. Buddhist and Hindu countries have strong tradi- 
tions of meditation. Islam has its month-long Ramadan of 
fasting and reflection. We once had a quiet Holy Week, and 
that’s gone now, so we just move from one noisy celebration 
to another ina holiday filed year. 

‘There's no time now for reflection, for introspection, and I 
wonder at times if that might be one reason we have so many. у 
problems. Without being able to take stock of our lives, as in- 
dividuals and as a nation, we move around aimlessly, living," 
literally, for the next holiday. 

‘Walking with tres 

Tm not proposing that we move back into my friend's ran- 
cid-sliva season. Neither am I suggesting that we all medi- 
tate through the week. There are other ways to create qui 
time. 

‘We need first to filter out a rather noisy world: cable TV, 
stereo systems, the tricycles and jeepneys running by. You 
could join the exodus out of Manila and other urban areas, , 
‘but Гуе tried that before and found the mad rush in bus sta- 
tions and airports only gets everyone grumpy and cranky. 
Stay put in the city and you'll find it might actually be easier “ 
to find quiet—just make sure you avoid the television, the g 
DVD player, maybe even the computer and the world stream- j| 
ingin through the Internet. a 

"Then find some activity to calm the spirit. You might find it 
in gardening in your home. Or you might need to go out and 
look for an oasis. We stil have a few of them even in Metro <", 
Manila. The Balara watershed area is one. Too “wild” for an 
urban cowboy? Then try some of our campuses, like UP and a 
‘Ateneo. ы 

ТЇ share a little secret here: 1 combine tree-walking with ^ 
meditation at UP No need to sit in the lotus position and gaz- 
ing up at the trees. There's something called walking medita- 
tion where you empty the mind by just walking about. And at 
UR you can actually walk with the trees. 

No, Thaven't turned New Age; no, I don't believe in levita- 
tion, or out of body experiences. I simply choose any one of 
UP's older bulldings Quezon Hall, Palma Hall (AS to older 
people), Malcolm with its resident ghosts go to one of the 
upper floors, and walk down the corridors to take in the 
scenery, including quite a few trees. 

Tve written in the past about how the month of May pro 
duces a riot of colorful flowers. Bu it was only this year that 1 
realized March and April produce their own early crop of 
flowers—on trees. Too urbanized, too caught up in the din of 
‘modern life, we ve forgotten to look up to the trees. 

Palma Hall has all these kalachuchi trees that bloom 
throughout the yeas, but beyond the visual delight they of 
fer, youll find that you have to learn to be quiet enough to* 
catch the scent of the flowers. Filipinos have mixed feelings 
about kalachuchi, sometimes associating it with the dead, 
but in many other cultures, the kalachuchi has much more 
positive connotations: of home and hearth, of female suste- , 
nance. 

TIl save the life-giving kalachuchi for another column, 2 
but for today I wanted to alert you to a whole family of 
trees, the giant relatives of beans or legumes, that flower 
during the summer, You'll find them even in Metro Manila, 
from the nuanced delicate colors of the acacia, to the re. " 
splendent yellow blooms of the golden shower. This year, 
began noticing another kind of yellow flowering tre, the. 
yellow flame tree (for my biologist friends, this is Pltopho- 
Tum pterocarpum). 

This tree's flowers are more subdued than the golden 
shower so from afar, they provide an impressionist touch, 
flashes of yellow on an otherwise bleak urban landscape. 
There's a particularly awesome example in between UP's- 
Main Library and the Palma Hall Annex (the psychology de- 
partment). For those looking at other campuses, you'l find 
Still fairly impressive examples on the Miriam and Atened 
campuses. 

Bring а digital camera and capture some of those trees for 
posterity At the rate we're going with environmental pollu- 
боп, we just might lose these trees in a few years, and the 
next generation of Filipinos may have to content themselves 
with the photographs. 

‘What should be 

have the psychology departments yellow flame tree as 
my computer wallpaper theme right now, and friends have 
asked about it, some even thinking it was taken abroad. 
Which is telling. We associate placid and serene landscapes 
with other countries rarely with our own. 

‘Quiet time allows us to tune in to what's here, whats 
around us. Even in our backyards, in our blighted cities, na- 
ture struggles along, teasing us with moments of fleeting 
splendor: plants you never knew existed, until they flower, 
birds you might never see, but which try, almost defiantly, to 
remind us they exist by singing out. 

‘Quiet time slows us down and allows us to savor life to its 
fullest. Try creating quiet time by preparing a slow meal: it 
may take longer to prepare, longer to consume, but youll 
find the food tastes much more like, well, food that nurtures 
the body the mind, the spirit. 

Similarly as we quiet down this Holy Week, realizing how 
restful itis to have a relatively quieter, car-free, less-crowded 
‘ity, we might better appreciate the need to craft a vision of 
‘what Manila, Cebu, Davao, the Philippines should be ог, bet- 
terstill,couldbe. | s 
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Literacy nota mark үсе 
of quality education ү, 


ONE OF THE PHILIPPINES’ system lacks books, classrooms have beter qualified gover 
biggest problems is a huge uned- and teachers, Around 13 munici- ment officials, who will be cho- 
чей population. И may be palities dort have high schools sen by an educated electorate 
true, as surveys claim, that 92 and 4,234 barangays don't even ‘based on what they can do for 
Percent of Filipinos are literate, have public elementary schools. our country and noton their pop- 
Meaning, they can read and Many public schools have to ас. шалу. 
Wie. Bik it doesnt necessarily commodate 60 to 120 students Arthe same time, pollution will 
mean that a person who can read рег classroom, making а good be minimized since an educated 
and write is one whois properly learning environment impossible people will be more open to the 
ангат has received quality for them to have. With the popula- waste management scheme of "re- 
education. tion increasing at the rate of 2:3 duce, reuse and recycle.” 
Tn Manila, 1 usually see alot of percent per year, thereis no telling _ Abo, an educated citizenry will 
children, begging for money or how many more students each also likely help regulate popula- 
Selling rumpipuit in the streets, classroom will have in the next tion growth. Some people say that 
‘This makes me ask: Why are they few years. the bigger the population the BAR 
mot in school? Why are they  Howaboutthechildrenwhodo stronger a nation becomes be сыалай ANCED ЕАР 
о at a very young age? notattend school anymore? саше it will have a bigger work x : ARLESS 
They are supposed to be studying Quality education plays an im- force. Saturday, March 25,2006 (as) 1 жасалы 1 
and playing in this stage of their portant role in the future of nar Sustainable development will *% ) Wsections / уыл! / Мо,107 pia MET 
lives. ions. Especially now that the become more attainable for us. THE “STARS” tell the edition of an INQUIRER зше. ч 
The fact is most Filipinos live in world has become very competi- PE then, what if the people don't. 
poverty and the government tive. It's almost impossible for a have proper education and, 1 "m 
overy and Ње отеле бето! a decent job wil therefore, wil not qualify for Inquirer's front page changes and later editions 
support them or provide them out education. work? 
quality education through the Тһе government should invest —BYRONWANG, MEMBERS OF MY STAFF ANDI In the first edition—please note (if any) on the life of the nation. 
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A Lenten journey to Central, North Luzon 


S THE NATION PAUSES THIS 
week for the Lenten break, 
people start to leave Metro 

Manila to spend Holy Week in desti- 

nations that would rejuvenate their 

body and soul. 

Central and Northern Luzon, the regions 
nearest and more accessible to the capital, of- 
fer various destinations for people who would 
want to take time off from the pressures of ur- 
ban living, 

Тоша correspondents in Northern and 
Central Luzon compiled some of these pilgrim 
age destinations to guide people who want to 
find a sanctuary where they can recharge thei 
spirits and strengthen their faith. 


Central Luzon 

Pampanga. Seven old churches in Pa 
рала make fitting destinations for the Visita 
Iglesia on Maundy Thursday. 

‘Their being long-standing monuments to 
the Catholic devotion can give the commemo- 
ration of the visita—the vigil of the Apostles 
as Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethse- 
‘mane—a more authentic journey of faith. 

‘The route, suggested by the Department of 
‘Tourism, hops from the Santo Rosario Parish in 
Angeles City Metropolitan Cathedral in the City 
of San Femando, Santa Monica Parish in Mi 
nalin, San Guillermo Church in Bacolor, anti 
go de Galicia Parish (Betis Church) in Guagua, 
‘Santa Lucia Parish in Sasmuan and tothe oldest 
‘of them all, the San Agustin Parish in Lubao. 

"These churches were built under the supervi- 
sion of the Augustinians who spread the faith 


eal 
CANDON City in locos Sur commemorates the Holy Week with a 


parade of saints. 


from Pampanga—the province created by Spain 
at almost the same time as Manila in 1571—t0 
the rest of Central and Norther Luzon. 

Pampanga also stages the Via Crucis (Way 
‘of the Cross) in San Pedro Cutud village in the. 
City of San Fernando. The village has drawn 
local and foreign pilgrims to watch penitents 
reenact Jesus Christs passion, crucifixion and 
death on Good Friday. 

Nueva Ecija. Barangay Oliete im 
Bongabon, Nueva Ecija, is a popular Lente 
destination for people seeking spiritual rej 
venation and healing 

Pilgrims gather at the Sambahan ng Amang 
Kaama-amahan at Imang Kainainahar's 
"New Jerusalem." The religious sects shrine 
has a chapel оп а hill at the foot of the Sierra 
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Ij Madre mountain range and а spring that 
‘members call "Ilog Jordan (Jordan River).” 

Mario Sand, barangay captain of Olivete, 
says one of the highlights of the pilgrimage is 
the sect's procession on Good Friday, where 
participants walk barefoot on the 23km 
stretch of the village's dirt road. 

“This village is a sight to behold on the night. 
of Good Friday. The feeling will be something 
spiritual when you watch the long line of peo- 
ple participating in the procession," Saad says. 

Nueva Ecija also offers its bigger churches 
for the Visita Iglesia. Among them are the Di- 
vine Shepherdess Shrine in барап City and 
the Catholic churches in the towns of Sta. 
Rosa, Sto. Domingo and Talavera, and the 
cities of Cabanatuan, Mufioz and San Jose. 

Tarlac. The village of Barangay Dolores, lo- 
cated west of Tarlac City, celebrates the feast 
ofits patron saint on a Friday immediately be- 
fore Good Friday (during Viernes Dolores, as 
Catholics call it). Their patron saint is Mater 
Dolorosa, one of the many names that the 
Blessed Virgin Mary is called. 

Home to this village is а natural spring, a 
rarity in a landlocked province like Tarlac. 
From this spring comes cool water believed to 
be miraculous that has drawn many a fait 
to the area, especially during the Holy week. 


Ilocos 

Pangasinan. The Nuestra Señora de Man- 
авар Church in Manaoag town in easter Pan- 
gasinan is one of the top spiritual centers in the 
country, Believers swear about miracles that 
occurred in their lives after praying to the Our 
Lady of Manaoag, an image of the Virgin Mary 

People from other provinces and other coun- 
tries flock to the town not only during Holy 
Week but even during ordinary days when 
Masses are held several times a day. The town is 
usually а jump-off point for tourists on their 
way to the locos provinces and Baguio City 

‘Another pilgrimage destination is the Our 
Lady of Rosales Shrine in Rosales town. Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo boosted its popularity 
asa pilgrim ste due to her regular visits there. 

Pilgrims may also visit the Santuario del 
Señor Teroso in Calasiao town, perhaps the 
only religious shrine in the country being 
managed by the local government and a foun- 
dation. The image, which believers say is 
"growing" through the years, is housed in a 
building near the town hall. 

Tn wesem Pangasinan, theres Surip in Bani 
where the toum's version of Calvary Hills is locat- 
ed. The 1,000-step Ма Crucis passes through a 
forested area and leads toa giant cross atop a hill 
‘overlooking the green hil and South China Sea. 

‘La Union. Foremost among the religious sites 
visited by tourists and pilgrims in La Union isthe 
Agoo Basilica where the Our Lady of Charity 
(Аро Caridad to Посало devotees) is enshrined. 

‘On Good Friday, a religious procession oflife- 
size statues depicting the Stations of the Cross 
Sams from the Базга and winds through des- 
ignated processional roads in the town. 

‘The procession features 29 carrozas (tar- 
rages) carrying life-size statues and other бс 
tures depicting the passion and death of Chris. 

Local men pull each carroza that is fol- 
lowed by candie-bearing devotees. 

On Maundy Thursday, the stage play “Gol- 
gotha” will be performed ас the Jose D. Aspi- 
таз Civic Center across the basilica. 

About 40 km to the north is San Fernando 
Cig; where the Pindangan Ruins is located. 
Pindangan (which means a place for drying 

i) was a settlement during the Spanish era, 
where an Augustinian priest, Fr. Jose Torres, 
buile the St. William Church, 

‘The church was larer transfered to its current 
location near the city plaza and is now known as 
the Cathedral of St: Wiliam the Hermit, seat of 
the Diocese of San Fernando. The Pindangan Ru- 
ins is 3 kın from the the city plaza. 

‘North of San F 
town of Luna where the 
of Alexandria is located. Built in the center of 
the town (formerly called Namacpacan), the 
church houses the image of Ош Lady of Na- 
macpacan (Apo Baket Who Fed People” in 
Посо), patroness of Ilocano travelers. 

Tocos Sur. The Vista Iglesia in locos Sur be- 
gins in Sinait town near the locos Norte border. 
The Sinait Church or the Shrine of Santo Cristo 
Мйатово is deceptively simple but it may have 
the most historical relic in the province. 

1 houses "Apo Lacay" a statue of the crucified 
Christ, which, according to accounts of old resi- 
dents there, was found floating near the shore 
in Darangay Dadalaquiten together with the La 
Virgen Milagrosa de Badoc in the 17th century. 

According to old residents, the two images 
chose to stay where they are now. During a 
pestilence in Vigan centuries ago, Apo Lacay 
was brought there and the outbreak ceased. 

Equally miraculous is the statue of St. Vin- 
cent Ferrer in San Vicente town. Aside from 
the church's comices (a molding at the corner 
between the ceiling and the top of a wall), the 
church features an old ornate wooden altar. 

"The Church of St. William the Hermit in 
Magsingal town is also a must-see for pilgrims 
for lis wooden altar divided into eight niches. 

"The more than 400-year-old Church of San 
Juan de Sahagun in Candon City was done in 
the earthquake baroque style, The Sta. Lucia 
Church В architecturally interesting because 
its dome was done in the Renaissance style. It 
also houses the statue of the "Dark Virgin." 

“The Nuestra Señora de la Asuncion Church 
in Sta. ia town was designated a national. 
historical landmark in 1993. It was built on а 


ЫШ and after climbing the 83 steps toward the. 
church, one can view a panorama of the town, 

St. Paul's Cathedral in Vigan City replaced a 
small wooden church erected in 1574 under or- 
ders by the conquistador Juan de Salcedo, who 
established Ciudad Femandina (the old Vigan), 
Also їп Vigan is the Simbaan a Bassit (small 
church), which is an old cemetery church, 

locos Norte. The Department of Tourism 
has identified at least eight town parishes as pil- 
grim sites that are worth visting this summer, 

Milagros Gonzales, provincial tourism offi 
cer says except for the Badoc Church which is 
home to a blessed religious image, most pil- 
grim sites are known for their cultural and 
historical import. 

Four churches are found in the province's 
southern towns of Badoc, Batac, Paoay and 
San Nicolas; two are in the eastern towns of 
Sarrat and Dingras while the Bacarra Church 
is in the northern section. The Laoag Cathe- 
dral is at the heart of the capital city. 

"To those coming from the southern section, 
the first stop is the Badoc Church named after 
its patron saint John the Baptist. 

The Badoc Church В also home to the miracu- 
lous image of the Virgin Mary (La Virgen Mila- 
grosa de Badoc) with the infant Jesus wrapped in. 
her arms. The wooden image of La Virgen Mila- 
grosa is also the patroness of the Laoag Diocese 

Also included in these sites are the Batac 
Church established in 1586 (Immaculate 
Conception Church), the San Nicolas de To- 
lentino Church in San Nicolas town and the 
St. Andrew the Apostle Church in Bacarra. 

While the Paoay Church in Paoay town is 
best described as a world heritage site, locals 
revere the world icon with piousness because 
ofits miraculous beginnings. 

Inside the church is a chamber of French 
saint Roch (San Roque), a patron against 
pestilence and sickness, 

Oral history says the image of San Roque was 
found in a well in 1820 when the townspeople 
were afflicted with a plague. Those who drank 
from the well were cured. The well, declared as 
a shrine in honor of San Rogue, still stands in 
Barangay Sangladan west of Paoay Church. 

A landmark in Sarrat town, the Sta, Monica 
Church features a 137-meter nave that is the 
longest in the country, according to the Cul- 
tural Center of the Philippines’ Encyclopedia. 
of Philippine Art. 

Locals consider the St. Joseph Parish Church 
asthe single most importam suture in Dingras 
town, Formerly known as rurog (ruins) the Din 
gras Church was restored through the collective 
effors of local residents and those abroad. 

The last pilgrim stop is the St. William 
Cathedral, in honor of Laoag's patron saint, 
William the Hermit It was said to be che first 
religious edifice and one of the biggest 
churches that the Spaniards built. 


Cagayan Valley 

Cagayan. The ancient brick churches of 
Cagayan, once the seat of the Catholic Church 
in Northern Luzon, provide pilgrims а peek 
into the deep influence ofthe Catholic Church 
in the lives ofthe native Ibanag and kawes. 

Topping the Holy Week destinations in the 
province is the Iguig Calvary a five hecrare rolling. 
Tand where pilgrims retrace the 14 Stations 
ros. The area features concrete life-size images 
that feature the suffering and death of Christ. 

Another popular хор for pilgrims is the St. 
Peters Cathedral in Tuguegarao City Из patio 
is a small version of the St, Peter's Square in 
Rome that features 14 framed images of the 
Stations ofthe Cross. 

Pilgrims are also drawn to nearby Peñ- 
ablanca town where a chapel is built inside a 
chamber ofthe Callao Caves. 

"The Basilica Minore ofthe Our Lady of Piat 
in Piat, Cagayan draws a steady stream of pil- 
grims and tourists for the miracles attributed 
tothe image. 

зе churches of Amulung, Gattaran, Lallo 
and Camalaniugen are also popular stops for 
pilgrims and tourists alike. 

Camalaniugan is home to the oldest church 
bells forged in Asia in 1595. 

Isabela, Catholic devotees in Isabela have 
started visiting the Stations of the Cross at 
Dariok Hils in Santiago City 

Тһе Chapel of Transfiguration in the area 
offers pilgrims an area to pray and meditate. 

“Aside from its ambience as a religious site, 
it is also a place for meditation and soul- 
searching. You ean commune with God and 
mature here,” says Mayor Amelita Navarro. 

Isabela also hosts ancient churches that 
devotees can visit. Among these are the Shrine 
of Our Lady of the Visitation in Gamu town; 
the Tumauini Church (parish church of St- 
Mathias ult їп 1753 and completed in 1805), 
which is made of clay and bricks; and the an- 
‘ent churches of Alicia and San Pablo towns. 

Nueva Vizcaya, An annual Lenten activity 
chat is fast gaining popularity in Nueva Viz- 
сауа is the senaculo that is regularly per- 
formed on Bangan Hill in Barangay Vista Ale- 
grein Bayombong town. 

"The hil, which has been called "Nueva Viz- 
caya's Calvary,” has become an ideal site for 
the Holy Week presentation, as itis within the 
TS-hectare Bangan Hill National Park, 

‘Thousands of Catholic devotees who troop 
to the site every Good Friday are treated to a 
play that is performed through songs, dances, 
poems and declamation pieces by about 50 
Characters portraying the procession through 
the Stations of the | ecd and the crucifixion of 
Christon Mount Calvary. 
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3 gov't men NBI upholds 
killed as findings vs 
NPA rebs brothers in 
raid outpost Iloilo slayings 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


PAGADIAN CITY—TWO MILITIA- 
men and a soldier were killed 
‘when dozens of communist rebels ILOILO CITY—THE NATIONAL 
stormed an Army detachment in Bureau of Investigation (NBI) 
Sapang Dalaga in Misamis Occi- has upheld the results of a po- 
dental early morning Tuesday. lice investigation that tagged 

‘The attack was the second in the sons of an Iloilo business. 
Sapang Dalaga in less than à тап as suspects in the killing of 


month. their father, stepmother and 
Оп March 20, rebels also raid- sister. 


ed the police station of Sapang In a 10-page report dated 
Dalaga and took several firearms, March 16 and submitted to Jus- 
including handguns. tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez Sr, 

Col. Johnny Corcha, comman- the NBI Western Visayas regional 
der of the Army's 101st Infantry office said there was ^no con- 
Brigade, said those manning the лї and substantial evi- 
detachment in Barangay Upper that would alter the find- 
Bautista on Tuesday were caught x the Criminal Investiga- 
by surprise when the guerrillas tion and Detection Group 
swooped down at about 4:30 am. (CIDG) against Archie and Jan 

"Ir was raining heavily when { Michael Tan. 
they staged the raid,” he said. The CIDG earlier filed two 

Corcha said during the raid, а counts of murder and a count of 
militiaman and the soldier died on parricide against ће brothers for 
the spot. He said the third govern- Е = the Jan. 8 killing of their father 
ment fatality was among five mili- Francisco “Bobby” Тап, step- 
amen earlier rushed to the hospi- j mother Cynthia Zayco-Tan and 
tal for varying degree of injuries. 7 | their six-year-old half-sister 

The identities of those killed Katherine. 
and wounded were still being The case is undergoing prelim: 
withheld pending formal notice inary investigation at the lloilo 
to their families. City Prosecutors Office. The De: 

Corcha said the rebels also suf- partment of Justice earlier issued 
fered four fatalities but not a sin- а hold departure order against 
gle body had been recovered. в the two boys. 

He said the dead rebels were car- " H "The victims were found dead 
ried by their retreating comrades. ‘with multiple stab wounds in the 

Col. Gominto Pirino, group com- chest at the two-story family 
mander of the Army Reserve Com- | mansion in Molo District at dawn 
mand in Pagadian City, seid the on Jan. 9. 
rebels took off with several firearms, Tan was found dead in his bed 
including an M60 machine gun, 12 їп the master bedroom, Cynthia 
Garand rifles, two M14 assault rifles in Archie's room, while Kathy was 
and two M16 rifles. found at the doorway of her par- 

"lesa great loss," Pirino said. ents room. 

‘The Philippine Air Force con- The brothers are Tan's sons 
firmed sending helicopters after from а previous relationship. 
the raid but said it was not for an The slain couple has five chil- 
aerial assault dren who are now staying with 

Officers of the Southern Com- s 3 their mothers family in Ka- 
mand said soldiers are pursuing bankalan town in Negros Occi- 
the guerrillas. dental. 

“The NPA in Southern Mindanao The report, signed by lawyer 
said contrary to а military claim, » Mario Sison, NBI acting region- 
no rebel died in last week's clash Я T z al director, gave weight to the 
in Paquibato district in Davao City: testimonies of three children of 

Col. Francisco Simbajon, the slain couple chat Archie, 20, 


spokesperson ofthe Army's th In- * i and Jan Michael, 18, bore a 


fanny Division based in Cagayan deep grudge against Cynthia 
de Oro City, said the NPA suffered WHERE ALL ROADS LEAD TO ev remain iN neis EU because she had always admon- 
аео C sid he Р ecd. | A enureh in Namacpacan in Luna, La Unionis framed by an arched entrance. Soon, the church grounds would be seeming with the ished the two brothers for "acts 
ar least 10 casuales MAI | A observance of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Black Saturday, three ofthe holiest days ofthe Catholic religion. af imprudence end foolish- 
pala, PDI Mindanao Bureau L L— ness.” 


Catanduanes college closer NBI probe awaited on fish scare in Sorsogon 
to becoming state UniVerSily |... „ы. „ыюкзунишшратшт Mbay fly Vee sian coe 


ME HOUSE OF REPRESENTA. Sur, Cynthia Vilar of Las Piñas awaiting the чап of the invest} inated with high levels of mer Gov, James Сайты fon the BFAR by unidentified per- 
THE HOUSE Od sm third and Cim ХЭ Lapus of Tarlac, Harlin gation on what started а fsh cun as a result of the LPI mine sogon PME To jet the im. sons. 

fal seeding а ЫШ upgrading Abayon of Northem Samar and scare in Sorsogon that is turning spills vestigation run its normal ۹ 
CatanduanesStareCollege (CSC) Herminio Teves of Negros Orien- out to be the result of false re- — course. Questionable 

toa state university tal pos blaming two mine spills NBlinvestigation In October last year two  BFAR'S findings on these 

SEE ous Bill No. 4915,  ThebilwilnowgototheSen- from operations of the Lafayette The Sangguniang Pale mine spills marred the opera- questionable fish samples 
authored by Rep. Joseph Santia- ate for its approval. 'hilippines fne. (LPD). wigen of Scuogon has said И tions of LPI in Rapu-Rapu, A were used by antimining 
жо of Catanduanes’ lone district, Santiago, meanwhile, saidina Th i was awaiting the NBI investiga- bay к groups to claim there was mer- 
e CS will become the Catan- statement that the country’s 113 o several individuals just as пазе его appears Rot- The second spill allegedly соп. curypollution in Sorsogon and 
duanes State University to be state universities and colleges Vice Gov. Antonio Escudero | e board action serious- tained cyanide. that the company was to 
Govcnned by a new board ofre- (SUC received a budget of was quoted in earlier reports ing "for me, it was non- blame. 
gents. PIS.S billion in the Pl-trillion as admitting that it was he who sense. Blamed Following the BFAR and UP- 

‘CSU would be the countrys General Appropriations Act for put out the report on the con- — In an interview April 11, Es Local government officials іп NSRI tests, the SPA had asked 
або мша be he Mes 2006 that е House passed last tamination of Ash in Sorsogon cudero said he was wiling robe Sonagar, I. My Escudero, the NBI to find out who sub- 
third. Ir would have two campus. week tamination of Ash in Sorsogon venigacd by the NBI adding blamed the Rapu-Rapu mining mitted the fish samples 6 
dione in Virac, the capital of The outlay for SUCs will cover spills rere WY ® ements t0 + project for the contamination of BRAR and to file charges 
fhe elend provines of Catandu- spending for personal services, "Аза public official, it was my support his report that High р. толмач and fishalleged- against those who fanned the 
the island province of maf Pa raintenenee amd other operat. duy and obligation to inform сшу levels from the mine spits ly with eto hoax in the neighboring 
nganiban. Ing expenses, and capital out- the people of what was going on contaminated fish in hi But at least six tests made by province. 

CSC has eight colleges, over lays. зо that they are warned of the province. the Bureau of Fisheries and LPI has been awaiting per- 
00 ны and nearly 400 On top of the ational govern- possible dangerous effec: it 8 ts resolution, the provin Maec е РЫЙ and the Uni- mission to resume operations 
10400 students and nearly 400 On оро, Samdago sald SUCS (mine spill may cause,” said Es- cil board requested che NBI о verity of ie TIPO temporarily to test whether or 
sonnel, men subsidy, Sag Pi. cudera Ра March 22, according investigate the accusations of ral Sciences Research Insitute not the THEY тз ip it has 

Эран from Santiago, those temally generated income. смет on Mareh 22, serpin sume cal government officials had found the mercury issue a put in place in ia не ate 
wha pushed for he new state uni The country has 41 state uni- News Agency. їп Sorsogon that thcir coumer- hoax. Were going to work. Edgar Ale- 
орны Representatives versities and 72 stale colleges The reports spread in Novem. parts in Albay were gening According о ап LPI statement, jo and Bobby Labalan, PDI 
Rojando Anaya of Camarines p= ber last year and alleged that бер bribes. fish that were found contaminat. Southern Luzon Bure 
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firms, Napocor ordered 


By Armand N. Nocum. 


THE SUPREME COURT HAS ORDERED 
the National Power Corp. (Napocor) to re- 
fund several power distributors more than 
P28 million for illegally increasing power 
rates in the guise of penalties without the 

E approval of the Energy Regulatory Board 
(ERB), 

In decision penned by Chief Justice 
бо Panganiban, the high tribunal said 
only the ERB had the power to determine and 


"The power to determine, fix and prescribe 
rates being charged customers is vested in the 
ERB. Therefore, unless it gives prior approval, 
the penalties cannot be imposed by Napocor” 
the court said in a 23-page decision released 


Napocor’s petition denied 

The court's decision, in effect, affirmed the 
Court of Appeals ruling denying Napocor's 
petition which had sought to reverse the ERB 
Order of Dec. 20, 1995, directing the state 
Owned power firm to refund the com- 
plainants. 

е high court threw out Napocor's con- 
tention that the ERB's jurisdiction to fix, 
set and determine rates did not include the 

the imposition of 


he case emanated from a complaint 
smbers of the Philippine Eie 

wners Association (PEPOA), 

:k corporation composed of pri- 

vate electric plant operators, before the 
ERB on Dec. 15, 1995, where PEPOA 


took Napocor to task for the alleged 
unauthorized collection of rates in the 
guise of penalties for excess consump- 
tion and unused consumption of power. 


Cease and desist order 

On Dec. 20, 2005, the ERB ordered Napoc- 
ог to cease and desist from collecting the 
penalties and on May 12, 1998, the ERB ren- 
dered a resolution ordering the state pow 
firm to refund its power distributors, specifi- 
cally Angeles Electric Corp, Visayan Electric 
Co. Ine. (Neco), Cagayan Electric Power and 
Light Co. (Cepalco) and Tarlac Enterprises 
Inc. (TED. 

On March 3, 1999, Napocor appealed ће 
ERB decision before the appellate court, 
‘which ruled on March 3, 2003, that the impo- 
sition of penalties by Napocor was tanta 
mount to an increase in rates that required 
ERB authorization. 

The CA then voided the imposition of the 
penalties since Napocor failed to seek the ERB 
approval 


Authorization not required 

1а its petition for review, Napocor main- 
tained that the imposition of penalties on its 
power distributors did not require authoriza- 
tion by the ERB and that the cease and desist 
order of the ERB without prior notice and 
hearing was illegal and not within the latter's 
authority. 

But the court said Repul 
transferred to the ERB Napocor's power to de- 
termine, fix and prescribe the rates being 


id the ERB had the author- 
ity to взше cease and desist orders even with- 
outa notice and hearing. 


Tax deadline moved to April 17 


SINCE APRIL 15 FALLS ON BLACK SATUR- 
day this year, the deadline for the filing of 
icome tax returns has been moved to April 
both individual filers and corpora- 
is or those firms whose fiscal year. 
on Dec. 31. 


| Under che law, failure to file one's income 


tax retum by the prescribed deadline is 
hable by a 25 percent surcharge and. 
cent annual interest based on the amount. 
tax payable. 
Banking hours at selecte 
been extended to 5 p.m. up to April 17 to. 
ommodate taxpayers and ITR filers. 
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‘Pajero lady’ back in jail 
Rob suspect caught in the act by house owners 


By Tarra V. Quismundo. De Guzman was also known by City in March 2005 after she was sen- certified as necessary said CIW secu- 
serra aliases, including Mary tenced to six to 20 years imprison- rity official, Assistant Supt. Jose 
NEARLY 10 MONTHS AFTER GIVING -Josephine Roque Garda, Marilou de mene for theft and severalothercrim- Bayawa ofthe Bureau of Corrections. 
NEAN id te aip, policemen yesterday Guzman, and Anna Marie Valerio e. inal cases, De Guzman escaped on | After her escape, De Guzman we 
Fecaptured Lourdes de Guzman, also known junco Villa. n n linked то in another robbery in Fili 2 > 
asthe “Pajero Lady” in Makati City. ‘She was jailed at the Correctional he St. Luk ACen. vest 2, Bagong Silang, Quezon Ciy, END ofthe road for suspect De Guzman, 
"The 52year-old De Guzman was arrested af- Institute for Women in Mandaluyong las August. төн 
ter the owners of a house on Mars Sueet in Bel 
Air Vilage came home unexpectedly and caught 
her inside the house, stealing their valuables. 
De Guzman was dubbed the “Pajero lady" В 
for using the vehicle го gain entry into posh 
subdivisions. Once inside, she would trick the 
house help into leting her in and then rob the 
owner 
“ie was really her time, The owners only 
happened to return to their house because 
they decided not to push through with their 
travel plans,” said Makati police chief, Senior 
Supt. Мапено Valerio. 
"he police said businessman Jose Ching | 
and his family had eft the house on Monday 
evening for the airport where they were to fly 
to China. No one was at home as ће family’s 
house help had been allowed to spend the 
Holy Weekin their home province 


Change in plans 

However, due to а mix-up in their flight 
plans the Ching family was not able to leave. 
еп they arrived home ar around midnight, 
they found De Guzman inside their house. 

“They were able to overpower her. There 
was а scuffle, then they called the police and 
we responded shortly after,” said Valerio. 

“The police found out that De Guzman һай 
arrived in the subdivision on board a Toyota 
{nnova (plate number ZBK 938) sporting an 
access sticker, She entered the Chings house 
through the backdoor 

"We are looking at her possible involve. 
ment in a string of robberies in Bel-Air and 
оле in Sen Antonio Vilage because there 
Were consecutive robbery cases reported in 
these vilages. Everybody's a suspect at this 
time, because how could she have identi 
which houses were locked up and left with no 
Caretakers, and which ones belonged to 
Svealthy Families?” Valerio said- 

“She knows where the houses of foreigners 
aré. Though she was alone when she struck, 1 
Think there was somebody helping her be- 
cause she was able to enter exclusive villages 
through acces stickers on her windshield" 
he added. 


Other cases 

‘The police believe that De Guzman was al- 
so involved in recent robberies in Bel-Air Vil- 
Tage. A house on Aries Street, the residence of 
Indonesian military attaché Gunadi Budi 
Prayimo, was robbed over the weekend, 
while another house on Mercury Street, 
owned by businessman Bienvenido Banaag 
was ransacked at dawn yesterday. Б 

"When she was presented to Makati Mayor 
Jejomar Binay yesterday afternoon, De Guz- 
тап covered her face with a handkerchief 
and replied only briefly to reporters’ ques- 


Aliases 

‘She told Binay she was from Marikina, but 
police traced her last address as Valencia Hills 
in Quezon City. They also found a drivers li- 
cense in her wallet bearing her picture bur un- 
dera different name. 
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2 men in payroll 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


BRAVING THE HEAVY TRAR 
fic and intense noontime heat, 
уно men robbed a company em- 
‘ployee of P227,000 in the middle 
‘of a busy street in Pasig City yes- 
етілу They opened fire at a re- 
sponding policeman and threw 
money in the air in an attempt to 
escape, but the two were arrested 
later. 

Police identified the suspects 
as Josie Cafarino, 28, of Barangay 
Addition Hils, Mandaluyong 
Ску; and Ponciano Castor, 38, of 
Esteban Street, Mandaluyong 
Gi. 

he daring robbery also 
wounded a 16-year-old cigarette 
vendor who was in the area dur- 
ing the shootout as investigators 
said they were verifying informa- 


tion that two other robbers had 
‘managed to escape, SPO2 Rober- 
to Garcia told the Inquirer- 

Garcia said Reliable Work 
Force and General Services em- 
ployee Elmer Tejolan, 29, was 
driving a grey Toyota Revo on the 
Mandaluyong-bound lane of 
Shaw Boulevard in Pasig City 
about 12:30. p.m yesterday. А 
few meters from: the comer of 
One San” Miguél “Avehue, two 
men on a blue Kawasaki motorcy- 
де blocked his path. 

As the traffic light turned red, 
the two men got off the motorey- 
де. Both then fired at the car si- 
‘multaneously, shattering the win- 
dows. 

‘At gunpoint, they forcibly took 
two brown envelopes from 
Tejlan: оле containing 
P207,000 and another, P20,000. 
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METRO 
A man's passion for Jesus Christ 


keeps alive a vanishing tradition. 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


RUDY SANTOS GREW UP IN SAN 
Dionisio, an district in 
Parafaque City that shakes off 
the doldrums when huge crowds 

to the small plaza to watch 
the Senakulo during the Lenten 
season. 

As а child, the 62year-old 
barangay leader used to watch 
the work of his two grandfathers 
who were among San Dionisio's 
crop of pre-World War II stage ac- 
torsand playwrights. 

Santos vowed to continue the 
staging of the Senakulo, the old- 
est surviving play staged in the 
city during the Holy Week, in the 
tradition of his grandfathers. He 
believed that the only way to con- 
tinue the tradition was to involve 
the younger generation in the the 
production of the Lenten play. 


Seasonal actors 

In 1984, he established the San 
Dionisio Cultural and Historical 
Society, Inc. (SDCHSI), an orga- 
nization that pooled together the 
barangay's untapped talents and 
neophyte thespians. 

‘Today, the SDCHSI has about 
50 regular and some 50 "season- 
al" actors, with ages between 12 
to 50, all residents of the baran- 
gay Santos said the organization 
is not choosy about picking their 


robbery 


Garcia said the money was sup- 
posed to be given as wages for 
‘company workers. 

Tejolan was unhurt but the 
gunshots caught the attention of 
SPO4 Cecilio Santos, who was 
driving his motorcycle and es- 
corting Pasig Mayor Eusebio 
through traffic. They had just 
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THE LAST Supper as depicted in the Senakulo. 


actors, but an interesting person- 
ality always counted. 

“We get anyone who can сапу 
a tune and knows how to dance. 
We want to give those people, 
‘who have no means or strings to 
pall to get into big-time talent 

ters. In a way, this would be 
‘an opportunity for those who are 
artisticallyindined to develop 
their talents,” Santos told the In- 


the Senakulo. With his talent for 
nging, he was asked to join the 
‘cast by his grandfathers. 
Since then, he played either 


nabbed 


their guns as they hopped on 
their motorcycle to escape. 
The suspects even threw mon- 
the air as they fled, driving 
toward the Mandaluyong side of 
Shaw Boulevard, as bystanders 
rushed to get the bills. 
But Santos and his fellow secu- 
rity escorts gave chase. The sus- 


come from the Pasig City Halland..pecis possibly. on o panic, acci 


Eusebio was on his way to a lunch, 


meeting” dem 


Ruse 
Santos, who was in his 

form, identified himself as a po- 

iceman but the alleged robbers 
aimed their guns at him. The 53- 
year-old policeman sought cover 
by sliding his motorcycle on the 
pavement. He pulled out his ser- 
vice firearm and waded shots 
with the robbers, who were firing 


dental their morgrojcle, 


"aad résponding policemen from 


nearby Mandaluyong City were 
ready to meet them on the other 
side ofthe street. 

Garcia said they also recovered 
а 9 mm handgun from the sus- 
pects. He said it was possible that 
‘two other suspects on another 
motorcycle managed to escape, 
possibly with some of the loot. OF 
the over P200,000 stolen, only 
P755 was recovered. 


MRT, LRT to suspend operations during Holy Week break 


Ву Daxim L. Lucas Week break due to the expected 
- drop in passenger traffic. 

Metro Rail Transit Authority of 
ficials said the MRT Line 3 will not 


operate from Maundy Thursday, 


OPERATIONS OF METRO MANI- 
ijs three main commuter rail lines 
will be suspended during the Holy 
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April 13, ший Black Saturday 
April. 

Operations will resume on East- 
er Sunday, April 16, with the first 
train leaving the North Avenue sta- 
tion at 7 am. instead of the regular 
Sam.starcofoperations. 

“We are really expecting low 
passenger volume during these 
days so we decided to suspend ор- 
erations,” МЕТ 3 engineer Mike 
Narca said in a telephone inter- 

Не said the company will also 
ше the break to conduct mainte- 
nance work on the trains, passen- 
ger stations, as well as on the 
tracks. 

"We will take the chance to 
check all our facilities," Narca said. 

So far, ridership on the rail sys- 
tem has been normal since the 
star of the week, he said. 

“We expect the (passenger 


ume to stay at these levels until 
Wednesday night,” Narca said. 

On the other hand, operations 
of the two commuter train systems 
"under the Light Rail Transit Au- 
thority RIN) will cease from 
Maundy Thursday to Easter Sun- 
day 

n a phone interview, LRTA ad- 
minisrator Mel Robles said the 
LRT Line 1 and Line 2 will start 
running again at 5 алп. on Mon- 
day April 17. 

“This is the only time we can do 
intensive maintenance work 
(Gince) there are few people in 
Metro Manila,” he said. “This is the 
only time of the year when we 
have as much time to do this kind 
of work” 

The LRTA will carry out mainte- 
nance work on the train bogeys 
and replace worn out track sec- 


the roles of Dimas, the thief who 
died with Christ on Calvary on 
Good Friday; Matthew, the apos- 
tle, a Roman soldier or a pastor, 
making him one of the youngest. 
member of the  Parafaque 
Senakulista Movement їп 1960. 


was made up of his neighbors, 
virtually making them the origi- 
mal members of the organiza- 
tion. 

The following year and there- 
after, his group would annually 
stage the Senakulo at the San 
Dionisio Plaza on Holy Wednes- 
day on a shoestring budget. 

The group has staged cultural, 
musical shows and serenatas at in 
places as far as Pangasinan. It has 
even come up with a plan to hold 
a San Dionisio Lenten Festival. 

"With the festival, the SDCHSI 
hopes that the city will make it to 
the list of tourist spots for devout 
Catholics all over the world. 


New roles 

But he had а change of heart 
20 years later when he realized 
that his role was not on stage, but 
as director, producer, costume de- 
signer and writer of the Senaku- 
lo, only after a small chapel in the. 
neighborhood was built in 1980, 
herecalled. 

The cast of his first production 


METROBRIEFS 
Makati lifts number coding 


MAKATI City is joining the bandwagon—but on 
Iy for two days. The city's Department of Public 
Salety announced yesterday that it will be sus- 
pending the number-coding scheme on Maundy 
‘Thursday and Good Friday. Makati is the only 
city in the metropolis which opted not to lift the 
Unified Vehicle Volume Reduction Program this 
‘summer as proposed by the Metropolitan Mani- 
та Development Authority. Motorists in the fi- 
the country, however, wil stil. 


city government wili go back to Implementing. 
the UVVRP of Modal. АРМГҮ Tarra V. Qui 
mundo 


Prepaid cards stolen 

SOMEONE out there could be sending а whole lot of text messages. UP 
ХОРТ З milion worth o prepa cellular phone cards was stolen by 
lars rom a retail company in Quezon City on Sunday. Unidentified pef 
Sons broke into the offices of Monheim Global Inc. at 1152 Seneca sss) 
Guiding on E. Rodriguez Ave., Barangay Mariana between 7 a.m. and 1 
pm. on Apri Э, aocording to police. Taken were 18 cartons of Globe pre- 
фай cars in P300 denominations, general manager Abel Мапїсїс told 
02 Joe! барата of the Quezon City Police District criminal investigation 
‘sion. The office had been padlocked, but the suspects were appar 
ently able to gain entry by picking the locks, бадага said. A team of 
Scane-of the-crime operatives led by Chief insp. Gregori Villanueva in- 
Spected the store Police are пом trying to find witnesses who can der 
tify the burglars D1 Yap 


Mini shabu lab raided 


AUTHORITIES yesterday raided a “mini” shabu laboratory inside a subdivi- 
Sion in Muntinupa CIty. In a bungalow at Mutual Homes Phase 3 in Soldiers 
Hills, Barangay Putatan, operatives from the National Capital Region Police 
Office found various chemicals that could produce 10 kilos of metham- 
phetamine hydrochloride or shabu in just one "cooking," said Senior Supt. 
Felipe Rojas Jr, chief of the Regional intelligence Services and Operations 
Office. Police aso seized an undetermined amount of ephedrine, one of the 
{rugs ingredients, along with cooking utensis and burners. The police sald 
they learned about the house after the arrest of four suspects in а drug bust 
on April 9. The house which was registered in the name of a certain Sally 
‘anil Edris. However, по one was arrested during the raid. "This is an aban- 
doned house... the neighbors said its occupants only come to the house at 
night.” Rojas added. Jocelyn R. Uy 


Museums closed 25] 
THE NATIONAL Museum, which includes the Museum of the Filipino Fed 
ple, and the Planetarium on T. Valencia Circle, Manila will be closed to i the 
кс тот Apri 1210 16. The Planetarium wil reopen on April 18 whet 
Eanbiton gallery atthe Museum of the Filipino People wl resume operai 
tions on Apri 19 For Inquires, please call the Museum Education Division 
315270278, Museum of the Filipino People 5243005 and the Planetarium 
5277888. 


Ex-solon’s family still waiting for justice 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 
and Luige A. del Puerto 


NEARLY A YEAR AFTER FOR 
mer Pasig Rep. Henry Lanot was 
Shot dead inside a restaurant, his 
familys still waiting for justice to 
beserved 

lanofs son, Henry Il, went to 
‘camp Crame yesterday to air his 
familys disappointment over the 
slow progress of the case. 

“М present, no positive devel- 
opment or progress of the investi- 
gation comes up to satisfy our 
ravings for justice,” a letter from 
the family said. 

Disappointing 

“it is really disappointing to 
think that your department has 
done nothing to solve the case, 
but we honestly believe that you 
are not sleeping on it and your 
теп are working hard to bring 


the criminals behind bars at the 
earliest possible time,” the letter 
read. 

‘According to Lanots son, their 
family has received information 
from a witness about the identity 
of the man who shot the former 
congressman dead on April 13, 
2005. Lanot was killed while he 
‘was having lunch inside the Jade 
Palace restaurant оп Shzw Boule 
vard. 

‘The only problem is, thereis no. 
‘one who could point to the sus- 
pect as the one who had shot his 
father dead. 

“We are calling on witnesses 
who could provide information to 
help us," Henry il told reporters. 

According to him, the witness 
had approached them two 
months after the murder and said 
a gunman had tried to recruit him 
fora "hit" in Pasig City. 

“Our witness refused the offer 


BEST COPY AVAILA BL 


The hit was to be made on April 
13. When it happened, it was on- 
ly then that he was able to piece 
together the events," Henry Ш 
said 


who had approached him. 

Lanor’s supporters had claimed 
that the assassination was politi 
cally motivated but Pasig City 
Mayor Vicente Eusebio, who won 
‘over Lanor during the hotly con- 
tested mayoral elections two 
years ago, denied the allegations. 

Just like his murder, Lanor still 
has an unsolved electoral protest 
against Eusebio, "We also would 
like to call on the Supreme Court 
to resolve the protest. We want to 
know the truth behind what our 
father fought for,” Henry I said. 

‘The Philippine National Police, 
meanwhile, assured Lanots son 
that investigators were working 
оп the case. PNP chief Director 
General Arturo Lomibao also in- 
structed Eastern Police District di- 
rector Chief Supt. Charlemagne 
Alejandrino то "immediately 
(make) this a priority" Pagdilao 
said. 


Chance encounter 

Apparently, the wimess and 
the man who had made the offer 
were both parolees and had met, 
though Lanot did not say 
where—when they reported to 
their parole officer. 

"The witness said he declined 
the job, but was shocked when he 
heard the following day that Lan- 
ot had been killed. 

“He told us he was bothered, 
because my father had been good 
to him,” Lanor's son said, quoting 
their witness. 

When a gunman was arrested 
less than two weeks ago for a dif- 
ferent murder ease, the witness 
identified the suspect as the one 
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Prodi claims victory in Italy poll 


ROME—CENTERLEFT LEADER RO- 
mano Prodi claimed a knife-edge victo- 
ry in Italy's general election on Tuesday, 
but Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi's 
allies disputed the result and demand. 
eda review of the count. 

“We have won... from today we turn. 
a page,” Prodi told a rally in a Rome 
square about 12 hours after the polis 
closed, 

"The country is divided ... it was a 
very difficult battle, until the last 
minute we were on the edge of the ra- 
zor but in the end victory arrived,” said 
Prodi, the former European Commis- 


Hamas: Israeli moves 
a declaration of war 


GAZA—ISRAEL SUSPENDED 
formal security ties to the Pales- 
inian government on Monday in 
‘what Hamas said amounted to “a 
declaration of war" 
штореап Union foreign mi 
isters added to US and Isra 
ssure on the Islamic militant. 
group by approving a tempo- 
тагу halt in direct EU aid to the 
new government 
nds of Palestinians 


sion presides 
Official data showed that in the low- 
er house Chamber of Deputies Prodi 
center-left had taken about 49.80 per- 
cent of the vote compared with 49.73 
percent for Berlusconi. Prods win- 
ning margin was around 25,000 votes, 
a tiny fraction of Italy's 47 million eli 

ible electors, 
ided country”  "Neckand. 
Neck" and "split down the Middle” 
were the headlines used in most main- 
stream newspapers to describe the 
vote, the closest election in modem 


р 

Gaza, protesting Western aid 
cuts and a spike in Israeli mi 
tary strikes since election vietor 
Hamas took control of the 
Palestinian Authority in late 
March. 

An Israeli shell killed a young 
Palestinian girl and injured 12 
others, including five childr 
when it hita house in the nort 
ern Gaza Strip, Palestinian offi 
cials said. 

Israel says the shelling im 
Gaza is meant to combat rocket 
attacks by militants. 

Avi Dichter, a top adviser to 
interim Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Olmert, told Israel Radio 
that a ground assault of Gaza 


WOUNDED child is rushed to hospital after a 
could not be ruled out. Reuters 


house was hit by Israel shelling in Gaza Apri 10. 


‘The close result revealed deep s either side reached 50 percent (in 
the lower house) and the margin is un- 
der 25,000 votes. Such a tiny differ- 
ence necessitates a scrupulous check. 
ing of the counting and tally sheets.” 
Paolo Bonauiti, Berlusconi's right- 

тап, told reporters in the early 
morning hours. 

А reevaluation of the spoilt ballots 
could unleash political chaos in Italy, 
‘evoking the 2000 US presidential elec- 
tion, which ended in a bitter recount 
battle in Florida. 

Berlusconi himself has not yet com- 


raised doubts over 
ry could be governed effectively. 
‘Under Italy's new electoral syste: 
the ballot winners are automatically 
granted 340 of the lower house's 630 
Seats по matter how small their таг 
gin of victory in the popular vote, 
the runners up getting some 277 seats. 
Center-right politicians said the 
vote was t with up to a half a 
million spoilt 


Counting for the up 


was also not yet compl 
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YUMMY BUT PRICEY 

London's most expensive sandwich sold at Selfridges in London April 10. The 
sandwich, on sale for 85 pounds ($148), contains Wagyu beef, fresh lobe foie 
gras, black truffle mayonnaise, brie de meaux, rocket, red pepper and 
mustard confit and English plum tomatoes. sores | 


French students to press 
on despite gov't cave-in 


PARIS—FRENCH STUDENTS, BUOYED 
by President Jacques C 

E а youth employme 

sure, vowed to hold protests Tuesday to 
try to get rid of other government 


and discredited the government. 
Energized students decided to go 
ahead with the day of action to con. 
res to the garbage 


nt that amounted 
to a humiliating admission of defeat, 

ter Dominique de Villepin. 
said on nationwide TV that the con 
tested measure would be replaced. АР 


Dahil mga 13,385 linya ang kakantahin mo. 


: 
PRODI with grandchild ata Rome ral Apri. 
Rainiest March“ 
threatens floods 


‘in California 


SAN —— FRANCISCO—GOV. — ARNOLD 
Schwarzenegger declared a state of emergan- 
cy in seven northern and central Califorfía 
counties, saying the region's rainiest March 
on record and more rain on the horizon-put 
people and property in “extreme peril.” <” 

‘Many reservoirs in California's Central 
Valley are groaning at full capacity, and at 
least 10 more days of rain are forecast for 
the region. 

Levee repairs are typically done in the suin- 
mer, when water behind them is at its low 
point, but state water officials fear the heavy 
Tain could weaken some levees to the point of 
failure. They took advantage of a weekend 
lull in the storms to patch some weak spotsin 
the system but were still concerned 

“We saw in New Orleans the storm was 
coming in, it was known days ahead, and 
мете not sure they took all the steps that 
they could have,” said Rodney Mayer, act 
ing chief of the California division of 004 
management. 

Schwarzenegger had already declared a 
state of emergency for California's levee 
system in February, а step that freed up 
about $103 million for repairs to 24 flood- 
prone sites. 

His new declaration Monday did not spèc- 
ify an amount of aid but directed “all agen- 
cies of the state” to dispatch staff, equipment 
and facilities. AP 


Ngayong Semana Santa, 
mag-seafood na. 


SEPT. 11 TRIAL 
Terror on 99th floor 


ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA—THE 
dying shriek of a man caught on a 
cellphone as he was swallowed by 
the collapsing World Trade Center 
capped a day of horror at the Sept. 
11 death penalty trial. 

In а moment of terror, frozen in 
time, jurors who must decide 
whether al-Qaida conspirator 
Zacarias Moussaoui will be put to 


death, heard the chilling final mo- 
‘ments of the Ме of Kevin Cosgrove, 
trapped in his 9th floor office. 

"The final snippet of conversation. 
coincided with the moment at 9:58 
‘am. оп Sept. 11, 2001, when the 
TIO-storey south tower, tumed into 
a fireball by a hijacked airliner, col- 
lapsed in a cloud of smoke, fame 
and debris. 

“Oh my God ... Azazarrgggggh- 
hhh..." Cosgrove, vice president of 
insurance broker Aon Corp., was 
heard shouting to an emergency 
dispatcher, his voice fading, amid 
crashing sounds, before the line 
went dead. 

Observers in the courtroom 
Monday wiped away tears, many 
disturbed by the call, played with a 
synchronized video tape, showing 
the moment when the tower fell in 
ıa nucear ike doud of debris. 

Jurors wil reassemble later Tues- 
day for another day of grief and sor- 
row sown оп the 2001 day when 
suicide hijackers pulled of the 
deadliest anack-ever on US зой. 

"The nine men and three women 
f the jury plus five alternates have 
now sat through two harrowing 
days of witness testimony called by 
o prosecution lawyers. АЕР 


ARTIST'S sketch of Moussaoui 
listening toa 9/11 tape. 


Possible US strike on Iran seen fraught with risks 


WASHINGTON—THE ADMINIS- 
tation of US President George W 
Bush would likely sparka costly and 
unpredictable conflict should it 
бае Iran's suspeced nuclear sites, 
analysts said after reports that such 
strikes were under review. 
‘According to Richard Haas, an 
expert at the Council on Foreign Re- 


lations (CFR), such strikes would be 
unlikely to remain “limited,” as 
‘Tehran would also certainly reali 
ae. 

“You cannot go into it assuming it 
‘will stay limited,” Hass said at a CFR 
debate last week, adding "so very 
Quickly а limited military operation 
becomes a relatively unlimited mili- 
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Proimmigration rallies 
continue to sweep US 


NEW YORK—HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF 
people demanding US citizenship for illegal im- 
migrants took to the streets in dozens of cities 
from New York to San Diego in some of the most 
widespread demonstrations since the mass 
protests began around the country last month. 
Rallies took place Monday in 
communities of all sizes, from a 
gathering of at least 50,000 peo- 
ple in Atlanta to one involving 
3,000 people in the farming town 
of Garden City, Kansas, which has 
fewer than 30,000 residents. 
Demonstrators in New York 
City held signs with slogans such 
as “We Are America," "Immigra 
Values are Family Values,” and 


“Legalize Dont Criminalize.” 
One sign said: “Bush Step 
Down." 

“We love this county. This 

country gives to us everything," 

said Florentino Cruz, 32, an ille- 

from Mexico who has 

che United States since 

his country was made by 
immigrants.” 

The protesters have been urg- 


inglawmakerstohelpanestima ZZ 
ей 11 million illegal immigrants 
settle legally in the United States. 
A bill passed by the House would 
crack down on illegal immigrants 
and strengthen the nation's bor- 
der with Mexico. A broader over- 
haul of immigration law stalled 
inthe Senate last week. 

Monday's demonstrations fol- 
lowed a weekend of rallies in 10 
states that drew up to 500,000 
people in Dallas and tens of thou- 
Sands elsewhere. Dozens of other. 
rallies, many organized by Span- 
ish-language radio disc jockeys, 
have been held nationwide over 
the past two weeks, including 
one with more than 500,000 peo- 
plein Los Angeles. АР 


A DEMONSTRATOR outside 
City Hallin Wichita, Kan. 


Oil prices 
inch closer 
to $70 


SINGAPORE—OIL PRICES INCHED 


p 


RESCUE workers and police at the site of a fire which engulfed a trade fair in Meerut, India April 10. — 


Blaze at Indian fair kills 51 


MEERUT, INDIA—ANGRY RESI- 
dents of a city in north India de- 
manded action against local offi- 
cials on Tuesday after a fire at a 
crowded consumer fair killed at 
least 51 people. 

People in Meerut blamed the 
administration fora lack of safety 
‘measures atthe electronics goods 
fair, where some 2,000 people 


were gathered when the fire 
broke out on Monday. 

Witnesses and officials said а 
shorecircuit caused the fue, 
"which spread rapidly to poly- 
thene sheets covering а tempo- 
rary enclosure where air condi- 
toners, television sets and other 
home appliances were on display. 

Hundreds of people rushed along 


tary operation.” 

Seperate amides in the New 
Yorker magazine and the Washing- 
ton Post newspaper over the week- 
end resparked а controversial d 
bate here over a potential US mil 
tary strike against Iran, with the 
media repors talking of possible air 
ssrikes against Iran's nuclear sites. 


President Bush sought to down- 
play the articles telling an audience 
Monday that Washington wants to 
settle the Iran nuclear crisis through 
diplomacy and calling the reports 
“wild speculation.” 

Kenneth Pollack, an expert at the 
Washington-based Brookings Insti- 
tution think tank, said its “highly 


loser to $70 a barrel in Asian trad- 
ing Tuesday as reports of a possible 
US military strike against Irans nu- 
dear facilities тей the market, 
dealers said. 

At225 pm. New York’ main 
contact, light sweet crude for 
May delivery was at $69.17 aiba- 
rel, up 43 cents from its созі 
$68.74 in the United States Mon- 
day 

The all-time high for the bench- 
mark futures contract was $70.85 
a barelzeached.on Aug, 30,2005 
Bier Hurricane Katrina, ham 
mered oil produtrion facie in 
the US Gulf of Mexico region. 

Dealers said the market ig- 
nored efforts by President George 
W Bush to dismiss as “wild specu- 
lation” weekend reports that 
Washington was studying options 
for military strikes against rans 
uranium facilities. 

"Obviously some market partic 
ipants are reacting toit and so this 
morning the market continues to 
be bullish about it,” said Victor 
Shum, an analyst in Singapore 
with global energy consultancy 
Purvin and Gertz. 

"The Washington Post and the 
New Yorker magazine reported 
over the weekend that the White 
House was exploring military op 
tions against Tehran which had 
vowed not to back down over its 
controversial nuclear program. 

Washington and its allies be- 
lieve Iran is secretly trying to build 
a nuclear bomb, but the US ad- 
Ininistration went ош of its way 
Monday to play down the reports. 

АР 


a corridor towards a single ext in the 
long, tented structure. The blaze soon 
engulfed wo neighboring tents. 

“There was nobody to help us 
when we were ferrying victims. 

"People did everything on their 
отт. And how could they hold 
such a big event without a fire 
brigade stationed there?" said res- 
ident Puneet Agarwal. Reuters 


likely’ there would be a "furious" 
iranian response to such assaults. 
"you canit assume thatif you take 
ош their nuclear facilities that they 
are going to take it ying down and 
quiver and shake. You have to as- 
Sume that they will come back and 
ту to hurt you,” Pollack said, ad- 
dressing the same CFR debate. AFP 


HYUNDAI 


This summer from April 12-16, 2008, 
let your friends at Hyundai Asia Resources, Inc. 
(HARI) extend a helping hand so you can enjoy 

fun-filled and worry-free vacation excursions 
across the northern and southern parts of Luzon. 


On its 4 year, the "Hyundal Kaibigan sa Daan” 
roadside assistance service continues to offer 
free emergency towing, labor and check up to 

help the Filipino motoring public. Feel free to 
lake advantage of these add-on services. 


You can find the Hyundai Kaibigan sa Daan 
helpdesks at choice Shell stations’ 

San Pablo, Laguna; Tagaytay, Batangas; 
San Fernando, Pampanga; Bagulo, Benguet 


Drive your way" 
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BI holds Lim despite release ord 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THE BELEAGUERED SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE BASKETBALL 
Association of the Philippines seemed doomed to spending the 
rest of the Holy Week still in detention. 


Despite a release order issued by 
the Court of Appeals last April 7, 
Graham Lim remains in the custody 
ofthe Bureau of Immigration. 
Faizal Hussin, BI Intelligence 
chief, yesterday said he has yet to 
‘receive the CA order granting 
‘Lim's petition for "immediate re- 
"lease" based on a recently issued 
"temporary restraining order on 


the BAP officials deportation 

"The CA decision stressed that, 
with the TRO, the BI “has no more 
basis and authority to further de- 
tain” the beleaguered official 

The order was penned by associ- 
ate justice and chair Rodrigo V 
Соо and concurred with by asso- 
iate justices Rosalinda Asuncion- 
Vicente and Sesinado E. Villon. 


HARBOUR Centre's Jerome Paterno tries to block the shot of TeleTech's 


Jay Sierra yesterday 


Laylo keeps men's top spot; 


Immigration chair Alipio Fer- 
nandez, however, is reportedly 
on leave. Arthel Carunungan is 
serving as acting BI head. 

Lim, who is still confined at the 
Metropolitan Hospital in Tondo, 

lasted the BI for defying the BI 
ruling. “Tm appealing to BI ofi- 
cials that they follow the court or- 
der” he said, 

‘The BI arrested Lim last 
March 24 following an earlier 
ruling that he should be deport- 
ed asa citizen of the Republic of 
China (Taiwan). 

The 49-year-old official was 


detained at Camp Bagong Diwa 
in Bicutan, Taguig, despite his 
claims that he has a pending case 
at the CA since December. 

A week later, Lim was rush 
to the hospital due to high blood 
pressure and chest pains. He re- 
mains under observation. 

The BAP is in the midst of a 
desperate campaign to gain rein- 


pic Committee, which ex- 
pelled the association last year. 

"The expulsion led to the coun- 
пуз suspension from the world 
basketball federation. 


Tortillos nip Elasto Painters: 


GAMES TUESDAY (San Andres Gym) 
‘2pm—Toyota Os vs Magnofa. 
4 pm —Hapee-PCU vs Montara 
By Jasmine W. Payo 


TWO MAGNIFICENT SHOTS 
capped the game with Kelvin 
Fea making the one that truh 
tered. 

Dela Peña buried a running 
Jumper with time about to expire, 
lifting Granny Goose toa 62-61 vic- 
tory over defending champion Rain 

їп the PBL Unity Cup yes- 
terday at the San Andres Gy 

The Elasto Painters seemed head- 
ed for the win after Jojo Tangkay, 


Player, fired a fllaway jumper wi 
39 seconds remaining 

‘But Dela Peña, the top rookie in 
the NCAA last season, broke 


tenths of a second left on the clock. 

"That was the play it was a wel- 
executed play” said coach Robert 
Sison after the Топоз foiled the 
Painter? bid for the solo lead. “I 


was a big win since we were com- 


Dela Peña finished with a game- 
high 15 poinss for the Torllos, who 
improved to fourth place at 33. A 
бе Grijaldo contributed 14 points 
and 10 rebounds. 

Rain or Shine slipped to se 
ond place at 4-2, half-a-game be- 
hind che 4-1 cards of early leaders 
Montaña and Toyota Otis. 

Earlier, Harbour Centre came out 
firing in the second half for a 77-63 
victory over league rookie TeleTech. 

Joseph Yeo, who set a confer- 
ence-high of 27 points last time 
ош, shot a team-best 17 markers 
this time to lead the Portmasters 
to their second straight victory af- 
ter an alarming 0- 

Jerome Pater 
the bench with 16 points, nine re- 
bounds and two blocks to back up 
Жо with point guard 
scoreless the last time up, 

‘with a brillant ай-агош 
12 points, 10 boards, eight re- 
bounds and three steals. 


f 


‘The Portmasters dealt the Ti- 
tans their fifth defeat against а 
lone victory. 
The scores: 
First Game 
HARBOUR CENTRE 77—Yeo 17, Paler- 
no 16, Arana 13, Tenorio 12, Gaco 7, Lat- 
"Reyes 4, Chia 3, Maierholer O, Gam- 
boa 0, Luanzo 0, Coching 0. 
TELETECH 63—Latoreno 13, бей; 9, 
Capus 7, бопе 6, Mercado 6, Mendoza 
5. Sierra 5, Estrada 4, Tolentino 3, Delgado 


3, Bughao 2, Vitamin 0. Dunc 
Quarters: 16-12, 32-35, 55-50, 77-69 
Second Game 5 
GRANNY GOOSE 62—Dela Peña 15, 

Grigio 14, Quinhan 11, unes 7, бта, 

Latonio 4, Saldua 2, Santos 2, Alad 0, 

Concha 0, David 0, Gano 0. 

RAIN OR SHINE GI—Tanglay 15, 
„14, Malabanan 7, Eman 8, Orig 
гб, Cabatu 4, Orbea 4, Sagad 2, ЕИ, 

Tan, Sta. Mara 0. , 
Quarters: 14-8, 22-27, 48-81, 62-64 


J Boomerang/Frishee 
ÎÎ Take it to tbe beach!. 


SAFELY THIS LENTEN SEASON 


Lomibao, 


FORMER PHILIPPINE OPEN CHAM- 
pion NM Darwin Laylo drew with In- 
ternational Master Jayson Gonzales 
after 79 moves of a Slav Defense 
“Tuesday to keep top spot in the 2006 
National Chess Championship (f 
nals) for men and women at the M 
ker Shopping Mall in Gen. Kalentong 
St, Mandaluyong City 

“Mahirap pilitin baka masilat pa,” 
said Laylo, who raised his total to 8.5 
points after 10 rounds. "Ok naman 
ang draw at least lider pa din tayo. 
Pero ibubuhos ko na ang lahat sa last 
three rounds." 

The native of San Roque, Marikina 
City, also beat fellow NM Mirabeau 


Cua lead women’s 


Maga last Monday. ing to be at 75 points. Also with the 

‘Twortime RP junior champion NM same total were Nave, who outplayed IM. 
John Paul Gomez agreed to а 15-move Petronio Roca; De Ramos, who shocked 
агам against Fide Master Oliver Dimak- FM Fernie Donguinez; and Tolentino, 
fling of Davao Cy in their Spanish who upset GM Nelson Mariano Il. 

Game encounter to share 2nd to 3rd МЗ Rolando Noke and Maga nipped 
places with 8.0 points apiece- NMs Ronald Liavanes and Nouri Hamed, 
TM Ronald Баео, 12-year-old FM respectively to remain in the tide hunt. 
Wesley So, NMs Roderick Nava, Julius Woman Intemational Master 
Joseph de Ramos and Rustom Tolentino Sheerie Joy Lomibao and WNM Sher- 
alsomadetheimovetosuyinthehunt ily Cua drew after 44 moves of a 
forthe three Chess Olympiad berths up Opening to keep their 
for grabs in the men’ division. cad in the distaff side. 

‘Dableo smashed FM Jesse Noel Sales They have 7.0 points each. Kimbely 
after 38 moves of a Reti Opening while Jane Cunanan upset WNM Shercila 
So took the scalp of NM Emmanuel Cua to score 6.5 points. NM Marlon 
Senador after 33 moves of Bishop Open- 
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Summer's hottest bands, playing in our station. ; 
6CYCLEMIND ROCKSTEDDY CHERRY CORNFLAKES MOONSTAR 88 


Peiron SLEX Peron SLX Тата Fetron Star Тойма, 
san Pedro laguna somno E ВШ aan Cs Road, Northbound cor. Diegosilang Road, Northbound, Brgy. Пор Upa Cty 


om GS 2 s 


Celebrate Easter with the hottest bands at the Petron Mega Stations 
this April 16, 6 PM! Get great giveaways from 2 PM onwards. 


[Ду 
‘New’ Realtors 
excite fans 


GETTING NO UPDATE ON MOUNTAINEER 
Romi Garduce (who will attempt to scale the 
peak of Mt. Everest) despite repeated in- 
uires from a fiend who works at GMA7, 1 
decided to get in touch with Sa. Lucia team 
manager and PBA govemor Buddy Encama- 
do, whoisamoun- 

tine himself INH 

From Buddy 1 hy 
ee NE 
accurate evalua- 
tion of a Filipino’ 
chance t reach 
the tp of the 
world’s highest 
mountain where 
the freezing di- 
mate is wholly un- 
familiar 

"What are our 
chances, really and truly?” T asked Buddy in. 
å text message yesterday 1 

When Buddy called, the query had to 
be temporarily set aside, after T made а 
comment on the ‘new’ and exciting Sta. 
Lucia Realtors. 

Ttold Buddy that it was only last Satur- 
day that I realized Sta. Lucia had many 
fans, based on the numerous calls 1 got 
while onboard Radio DZME. 

‘The fans, all the while quiet before, had 
expressed how thrilled they were with the 
newly acquired animo, zest and speed of 
the Realtors. 

Jimwell Тоноп is definitely а great ad- 
dition to the lineup, the fans pointed out. 

‘Aware that he had a dose affinity to 
Sta. Lucia's three veterans who were side- 
ined because of injuries, 1 did not tell 
Buddy that the fans blamed them for 
slowing down the team. 

Not only the fans but even Buddy and 
team owner Excie Robles are ecstatic over 
the transformation. 

During the luncheon to celebrate his 
birthday last April 10, Excie gave everyone a 
pat on the back. Even if the Realtors are sil 
the current cellar dwellers. Even if they ost 
tothe Coke Tigers in overtime last Sunday. 

То Exi, its not a matter of winning or 
losing, Whats important is how the game is 


Beth Celis 


уві. 

"Now they realize what we have been 
saying all along, The players wil never know 
‘what they can do und they push themselves 
to the limit” said Buddy who marveled at 
how the shorter, undermanned Realtors had 
capably held the fort against the much all, 
bigger Tigers las Sunday. 

“imagine, Norman Gonzales played the 
staring Tole as power forward while Riky 
Сайлар took over the slouman’s chores, 
holding their own against Fil-Ams ike Rafi 
Reavis and Ali Peek" 

"Iron, of course, provided the impetus 
and boundless energy which rubbed of on 
his teammates. 

"We have rediscovered ourselves. Ang 
tas ng energy level ng team. Parang walang 
kapaguran. Even Paolo Mendoza unraveled 
a new facet of himself as a leader” 

"Touching on the sensitive topie of the 
three ves, Buddy admired their absence 
was an eye-opener "although we did nor ask 
fori (their absence)” 

“But you should have seen the way they 
were cheering for the team from the side- 
lines last Sunday" Buddy said. 

Buddy cited several factors that will af- 
fect the Filipinos’ chances of successfully 
sealing Mount Everest, but the most im- 
portant, according to him, are prepara- 
боп and the weather which could be very 
unpredictable in the mountain. 

"The weather can change at any given 
time from good to bad or vice versa, so 
the mountaineer has to be prepared for 
ilis. He has to be not only physically 
tough, but mentally and psychologically 
prepared as well. Iba ong mountain 
шыпа за tropics compared to the frigid 
zone. Sa atin, hindi nagbabago ang face 
ng bundok, while sa kanila, pwedeng 
matakpan ng snow ang mga crevices, 
that's why the Pinoys will need to have 
very good guides na kabisado ang moun- 
tain.” 

“xtreme” was how Buddy described 
the conditions at Everest, where the air 
gets thinner and thinner as the climber 
goes higher and higher 

1 shuddered at the prospects of brain 
and pulmonary edema and frostbite 
which will require amputation of the af- 
fected part. 

As of presstime, there's stil no word. 
from my friend from GMA, which is mak- 
ing me wonder. 

Meanwhile, Jake Aspiras of ABS-CBN 
said Dale Abenojar is now acclimatizing 
atthe frst Chinese base camp which is 
5,000 feet pus above sea level. 

Jake sad Dale misses his wife Liza and 
“four kids, and he tres to be near them 
{through text messages which he sends 
терайу 


ENS 
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By Marc Anthony Reyes 
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A total of 18 new faces in the boys divi- 
sion and 13 giis coming from the 11-17 
age bracket will join a mix of Southeast 
Asian Games veterans in the prestigious In- 
‘donesia joust, considered as the breeding 
ground of SEAG swim champs. 

Wied Laysico, Maxim  Quisis 
Mathew Tano in the 15-17 years old; Niki- 
ta Паста, Kevin Mercado, Emmanuel 
Plasabas, Emil Jake Quijano, Narciso Sandi- 
co, Sean Tan, Joshua Acain, Rey Caran- 
dang, han Mercado, Domenico Venut, 
“Timothy Yap in the 13-14; and Joshua De- 
samer, Jose Joaquin Gonzalez Gian Beri 
то and Joselito Манап in the 11-12 were 
the boys who made the national lineup. 

"The group joins SEAG veterans Mark 
Tano, Ryan Arabejo, Jan Michael Chiu, 
Kendrick Uy Emest Dee and age grouper: 
Michael Mars Dania, Banjo Во, Carios 
Fernandez, Phil Anderson Lee and John 
Bryle Zapanta in the boys team. 

ingrid Ласа, а bright performer for 


By Lito Cinco 


"YOU MAY ALSO CALL ME PASTOR OR 
Reverend offered the lanl, good look 
ing elon 

Remember Federico (dim) Israel, 
who once shane, albeit quietly asa sar in 
the PBA? 

From swaning balls on the hardeourt, 
he has named ioa fillime soldier ofthe 
Tard 

Listen to the sory ois happy conver- 
sion from a firm, no-nonsense defender 
anthehardeur to a saviour of lost souls: 
“When 1тешей in 1992, 1 did not have 
anything ro do. just wanted o rest fom 
Seil hat even tumed down some 
ойыз for coaching jobs. Whar I did not 
тон was бах ош Church leaders were 
seeing something in те. Before knew, 
They dered me to become a suden pas- 
тос which is pracicaly a fme church 
mibisry work though i was in 1994 
when 1 realy got имей with minsay 
Wok" 

^ longtime member of the Bread 
from Heaven Christan Fellowship in BF 
Homes in Parque, which is under the 
CChrisan Reform Church in the Philip- 
pines, Padim said basketball is deinelya 
thing ofthe past. 

“Tok at my responsbiies now as 
teaching and preaching the word of God 
and to pray for the people, he explained. 
Bom again 

‘Acualyitwasin 1987, in the house of 
another Bom Again cager and former 
Cispa teammate Freddie Hubalde, when 
he said he “received Jesus in my heart as 
my lord and Saviour” 

Hie said be received the Lord together 
with hs ийе, Ope, more popularly 
noun as Rio Losin ofthe movie word 

adm has a 16 year old daughter and 
cwosepdaughters wih the cres. 

Anyway he was candid enough to ad- 
mik that “ever since, I believe 1 really did 
тю possess the necessary basketball tal- 


Baguio Country Clu 


THE SHORT BUT CHALLENGING BAGUIO 
(Country Club will host the kickoff leg of the 
fifth season of the popular Samsung Ama- 
teur Golf Tour on April 25-28. 

‘The Baguio Country Club eg will serve аз 
the first of five elimination stops in various 


ents and skills like other players. It was 


courses around the country leading to the 
grand finals where all division champions 
‘wil see ation. 

Also in the calendar are qualifying legs at 
the Summit Point in Lipa, Batangas on May 
1619, Rancho Palos Verdes in Mandug, 
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— San Beda thwarts Letran 
five in Homegrown Cup 


SONNY MANUCAT HAD 23 POINTS 


and Brit Reroma added 


the unbeaten San Beda All-Stars toa 


JAKARTA SWIMFEST 


Fresh talents boost RP team 


ANEW GROUP OF YOUNG SWIMMERS EXPECTED TO FORM THE NEXT BATCH OF 

national tankers hurdled qualifying recently and earned the right to represent the 

Philippines in the 30th Southeast Asian age-group championships in Jakarta on June 
3. 


Dapitan in the recent Mana Youth Games, 
won slot and wil be joined by fellow new. 
Marvie Borja, Bianca Uy Edzen Dingasan. 
and Liane Marquez in the 15-17 category 

Erica Visitacion willbe the 13-14 tp bet 
with Jasmine Al-Khaidi, Chrsine Grace 
Tan, Whimey Dy Loren Dale Echavez, Kim- 
berly Go, Celina Gonzalez and Tiustre to 
campaign in the 11-12bracket 

Marichi Gandionco, Chrzel lagunday 
and Dene Cordero, SEAG veterans all, 
complere the girs squad 

‘Amateur Swimming Associa- 

tion president Mark Joseph expressed con- 
fidence of being able wo ind talents from the 
рой good enough to swim for the Php 
Pines in the Final word junior champi- 
retis in Brazil in Augus 

The country won three gold medals in 
swimming during last years SEA Games 
though United States based tanker Miguel 
Molina and Miguel Mendoza. 


22 to power 


University of the Philippine 


69, behind Glenn Capacio's 18 


points 


"The Far Eastern Tamaraws All- 
Stars, meanwhile, notched their 
first win in three starts, downing 


4, Olveros 2, Reid 2, Cristobal 0, Maga- 
lang 0, Nabung 0. 

LETRAN 76—Moody 13, Garda 12, 
el 12, Prior 11, Garda 10, Ramos 8, 
Aquino 4, Gonzales 4, lona 2, Carbenta 
1, Latonio 0, Chua 0. 

Quarters: 15-18, 34-28, 51-46, 78-76. 


75- 


In high school action, the Red 


Cubs matched their seniors’ ef- 
fort, streaking to their third con- 
secutive win by beating the 
Squires, 66-60, while the Baby 
Tamaraws made it a double for 
FEU, turning back UPIS, 62-56. 


First Game (AS) 


SAN BEDA 78—Manucat 23, Reroma 
22, Reyes 13, Guzman 8, J. Rivera 7, Lucas 


Second Game (AS) 

FEU 75—Capscio 18, De Guzman 15, 
Gascon 15, Valenzona 7, Padaong 7, Gas 
par 7, Valle 3, Dela Rosa 2, Castelo 1, Ang 
0, Paséo D. 0, Pasco R. 0, Amador 0. 

UP 68- ото 22, Arandia 19, Marata 
7, Y6, Rios 6, Javier 4, Madrid 2, Saha 2, 
Graz, Dandan O, Mendoza 0. 

‘Quarters: 2-16, 44-34, 58-52, 75-69. 


BAGUIO and Mama Sita spl honors in the recent Legenda-Summer Beach 
Football Championship heid inside the Subic Freeport, winning the women's and 
men's division titles, respectively Defending women's champion Baguio beat Viva 
Greens, 3-0, while Mama Sita bested Malling United, 2-0, in the finals. Women's 
MVP Fona Mackenzie of Viva Greens in action. 


Call him Rev. Padim Israe 
From swatting balls to saving souls 


PADIM with his all-female family (from lft): Paula, Ogie, Padim, Costa Palma 


and Joses Charisse. 


jest that I found my riche in playing de- 
fense and that is where 1 focused and 
made my mark" 

Afer his conversion in 1987, Padim 
became more interested in Bible studies 
and was hungry for more religious wain- 
ing, slowly turing away fom his very 
temporal and material word in the PBA 
toa deeper and more spiritual life. 

"Io refresh memories of basketball fans 
who may not be familiar with this good- 
looking cages who wil шт 50 in 
‘September, he was withthe backto-back 
NCAA varsity champion team of Ateneo 
in 1975 and 1976, together with glamour. 
boys Steve Watson, Fritz Gaston, Joy Car- 
pio, Eu Puyat, Bambi Kabigting, and Ogie 
Narvasa among others. 

From фе collegiate ranks, Padim 
played with the national team and the 
amateur teams of Crispa and power- 
house APCOR from 1978 to 1980 before 
tuming professional wih powerhouse 
Cispa in 1961 and staying with the Red- 
manzes ший their disbandment in 
1984. 

Не played for three more PBA teams, 
‘Tanduay, Purefoods, and Presto until 
1992. Collectively, he was pert of nine 
PBA championship teams. 

At firs, Райт said ће used his being 
an exbasketball player to spread the 
word of God by playing with fellow 


Davao City on June 15-18, Splendido Talon 
‘Aug. 8-11 and Del Monte in Cawayanon, 
Bukidnon. 

‘The national finals willbe hosted again by 
the Mt. Malarayat Golf Chub in Lipa, Batan- 
gas, on Nou 7-10. 


cagers who have likewise tumed o rei- 
{Gn ike Jojo Lastimosa, Eddie Boy Men- 
oza, Alex Tan, Freddie Hubalde, Abet 
Guidaben, and American preacher-play- 
er Tom Randall They played local teams 
and, in berween halves, they would 
preach the word of the Lord. Nowadays 
though, Padim rarely sees former basket- 
ball buddies. 
Assistant pastor 

As an assistant pastor, Padim В on cl 
24hours a бау 

" preach every Sunday in one of four 
services, Taso do taining programs visi- 
tacons and consoling in ош minis" he 
said wih a sme of fulfilment. 

acim could nor believe k, but he's now 
cried and recognized as "Reverend" 

This means he can solemnize wed- 
dings, he has аспау done around ten, 
эп can baptize, and do everything ese 
that a pasior 8 supposed to do for his 
fock 


“Inthe Lords eye, I believe lam now a 
complete child of God who just needs to 
grow and develop. There is so much w 
know about Him * said Рабі. 

Locking back, Padim said there was no 
comparison with what he eams today о 
his high-paying job as a PBA player. 

But there's no regret whatsoever. 

“Here lived by faith alone." 


Backed chiefly by Samsung Phils, the 
‘Samsung Tour is the only series in the coun- 
tay which features gross competitions in dif- 
ferent handicap dassifications for men and 
ladies. tis also sponsored by Titleist, Taylor 
Made, C-Linm Fiber, Microtel and Custom 


Mayol gets crack 
at WBC titlist 
Kyowa May 6 


Salven L Lagumbay 


‘TOPRANKED WORLD BOXING COUNCIL MINI- 
murmweight contender Rodel Mayol challenges 
reigning tide holder Eagle Kyowa in a potentially 
explosive 12-round encounter on May 6 atthe Ko- 
rakuen Hall in Tokyo. 

The collision between two of the world's 
finest small men will mark Mayol's first crack 
at the WBC title. Mayol has an unblemished 
22-0 record against the Japan-based Kyowa, а 
"Thai who has lost just once in 16 fights. 

Oriental Pacific Boxing Federation bantam 
king Malcolm Тийасао clashes with Japanese 
Yasuo Kijima in his second defense of the re- 
gional title in the other half of the double 
championship card. 

“Tufiacao will parade a 19-1-3 win-draw- 
loss record with 13 KOs in his 12-round fight 
against Kijima, 

An interesting sidelight to both fights is the. 
fact that the four fights are handled by two 
Japanese. Mayol and Тийасао are managed 
by Tokyo businessman Yasuo Matsuoka, while 
Kyowa and Kijima belong to the Kadoebi Jew- 
elstables. 

Mayol relinquished the OPBF's 10545 
crown to pursue a world title shot. He earned 
the right to challenge Kyowa after stopping 
Lorenzo Trejo in the fourth round recently 


AGSB retains overall crown 
THE ATENEO GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS. 
(ASB) retained the overall championship in the 
recent 2006 nter-MEA Friendship Games when it 
owned University ot Santo Tomas, 90-77, to 
Cinch their best-of-three basketball tie series. 
AGSB also won in badminton, biliards, bowling 
andchess in the games ais featuring the Asian 
institute of Management, De La Salle Universtiy 
and San Boda College. In grand fashion, AGSB al- 
So romped away with the gold in badminton, bil- 
ага, bowling and chess. Women's volleybal! 
sated for id place finishing behind UST and 
DLSU, respectively. Team AGSB ed up to ts 
ariy biling as the team to beat with the presence 
of talented players led by basketball payers Mar- 
Go Benitez who was named most valuable player, 
Dexter Pagtulagan, Young Gegori, Balie Dei 
Rosario, Darwin Tuazon and Paul Comst 


b hosts Samsung Tour kick-off April 25-28 


Cubmaker/KZG, Sunboit with Jam 883. 
Wave 89.1, Magic 899 and 99.5 RT, Sports 
Plus as media partners, 

For inquires and other toumaments,con- 
tact the Profesional Management Group at 
635-0010, fax 631-5768 or 0917-8121242. 
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AUGUSTA, GEORGIA—WITH THE US MAS- 
ters behind him, Tiger Woods returned home 
to more important business on Monday—the 
failing health of his father Earl. 

With his dad back home in California bat- 
tling cancer and too fragile to travel, а con- 
сетей Woods made his first visit to the Au- 
gusta National Golf Club last week witho 
his ment 

‘Although Woods downplayed the impact 
his father’s absence had on his concentration, 


takes shot 
at clay title 


HOUSTON, TEXAS—ANDY ROD- 
dick, who won two singles match- 
es to help the United States reach 
the Davis Cup semifinals, returns 
to defend his US Men's Clay Court 
Championship crown here this 
week. 

А three-time champion here, 
Roddick is the top seed at the 
$380,000 event and will face 
Chilean Paul Capdeville in the 
first round. 

On Sunday, Roddick earned 
the clinching point over Chile 
with a four-set victory over Fer- 
mando Gonzalez on a grass 
court in Rancho Mirage, Cali- 
fornia. 

Capdeville and Adrian Garcia 
жоп а total of seven games in 
three sets in falling to Ameri 
cans Bob and Mike Bryan in the 
doubles on Saturday. 

‘After Roddick clinched the tie 
for the Americans, Capdeville 
beat James Blake in the dead 
rubber. 

Blake is the second seed here 
and will play a qualifier in the 
first round 

It was a short stay at the 
event for third-seeded Ameri- 
сап Robby Ginepr 
dured а 6-4, 6- 

Spaniard Albert Montanes on 
Monday. AFP 
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SPORTS 
Tiger returns home to care for ailing father 


the world number one occasionally appeared 
distracted during his green jacket defense, 
finishing in a tie for third three shots back of 
winner Phil Mickelson. 

In fact, the 70th Masters may well be re- 
membered as one Woods let slip away behind 
uncharacteristially shaky putting, including. 
a pair of missed eagle putts from inside 10- 
feet that effectively stalled a final round back- 
nine charge. 

Later in the Georgia twilight as Woods 


helped Mickelson slip into his second green 
jacket, the 30-year-old American lamented 
his poor putting and the absence of his father. 

"Tm sure he (Earl) was watching and a lit 
Че mad at me for the way I putted today" 
Woods told reporters. “Tm sure he knew what 
Idid wrong.” 

Since jetting across the country on the eve 
of the Players Championship in May in the 
hopes of giving his ailing father a lift, Woods 
has not displayed the dominating form he 


А 


showed early in the campaign. 

In the next few months he can be expect- 
ed to ride an emotional roller coaster that 
will test his vaunted powers of concentra- 

But Woods has insisted that he is well pre 
pared for the tough times that Не ahead. 

"Well, Tve been dealing with it for years, 30 
nothing's changed," Woods told reporters be- 
fore the start of the year's first major. “It is 
what itis and you just deal with it. Reuters 


76ers stay on hunt 
Iverson delivers 


LOS Angeles Clippers’ Shaun Livingston (left) lays the ball up over the reach of 
Dallas Mavericks’ Didier llunga-Mbenga of Congo during the first half of their 
NBA game in Los Angeles, Monday. 
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NEW YORK—ALLEN IVERSON LED THE 
Philadelphia 76ers back into the final East- 
егп Conference playoff spot with a 105-97 
‘win over the Washington Wizards in Nation- 
al Basketball Association play on Monday. 

Iverson had 26 points and 15 assists and Kyle 
Korver added 20 points off the bench for the Six 
ers, who have rediscovered their form to get 
back into the hunt for the final playoff spot. 

The Sixers won their second straight game 
and now lead the Chicago Bulls by half a game 
forthe last spot. 

Stephen Hunter also had 20 points for 
Philadelphia and played a key role replacing the. 
injured Chris Webber 

‘Andre Iguodala added 19 points for the 
76ers, who had lost 13 of their last 17 games be- 
fore defeating the Bulls in Chicago on Saturday. 

Washington (39-38) lie fifth in the East after 
the loss, but the Wizards are only two games 
ahead of Indiana and Milwaukee with five 
games to play. 

Philadelphia trailed 54-50 at halftime but the 
Sixers then took over, cutting the Wizards lead 
to just one point after three quarters and ош- 
scoring Washington 28-19 in the fourth quarter. 

‘COMPLETE RESULTS: Ofando 105, Arta B, Indiana 
эл, Keck 82; Pita 105, Washington 97; Cleve- 
land 103 no Ochoa Ct 101; Lah ES, Houston 88; Den- 
ver 10 Podend 98 Dales 75, LA Cippers 73 

SOLAR Sports ий air te Moras Mepis tss at 8 
алба wl be replayed tomorow at 530 pm. Sport- 
seh эй air he 10:0 am. - Golden Stale LA Lakers en- 


| 


HOUSTON Rockets center Yao Ming leaves 
the locker room in crutches after breaking 
his left foot against the Utah Jazz. » 


counter at 1020 am. with a replay at 7 p. The Sete San 
Jorio gene Wil be sown at 230 pm. wih a replay rir 
romal 20pm. Reuters 


Pasuc National Olympics open Monday |; 


THE PHILIPPINE ASSOCIATION OF STATE 
Universities and Colleges (Pasuc) opens its 
first National Sports Olympics on Monday ас 
the Marikina Sports Park before several other 
venues host various events in the next four 
days. 

A total of 1,500 athletes from state- 
owned tertiary level institutions will par- 
ticipate in the event. 

They will see action in athletics, bad- 
minton, baseball, basketball boxing, 
chess, dance sport, football, lawn tennis, 
sepak takraw, softball, swimming, table 
tennis, taekwondo and volleyball. 


The three competing delegations are 
the Luzon Association of State Universi- 
Чез (Lasuc), Visayas Association of State 
Universities and Colleges (Vasuc) and 
the Mindanao Association of State Col- 
leges and Universities Foundation (Mas- 
cui). 

‘Venues of the sports events are the 
Marikina Sports Park for athletics, basket 
ball, football, sepak takraw, swimmi 
table tennis and taekwondo, while base 
ball will be played at the Sto. Nino dia- 
mond in Marikina City. 

Boxing will be held at the Rizal Memori- 


al Stadium in Manila, while softball and 
volleyball will be at the Marist School, 
Marikina Heights. Lawn tennis will be at 
the Tony Santos Shell Courts in Marikina. 

А cheerdancing championship contest 
will be the highlight of the closing cere- 
monies on April 20. 

“The event aims to provide opportuni- 
Чез for college students all over the coun- 
tryto be ableto participate in sports,” said 
Pasuc president Dr. Eldigario R. Gonzales. 

Dr. Jose Macaballug, president of Rizal 
University, is the overall chair of the 


Elorde beats Pacquiao in two crucial tests 


THE POET CESAR RUIZ AQUINO WANTED 
to know if an Elorde video is available on CD 
or DVD. 

Quite doubtful, he was informed. 

‘Aquino, a professor of literature at the Si 
liman U in Dumaguete, felt intrigued. He 
wanted to check what old fight fans had told 
him that Da Flash was more delightful to 
watch than Muhammad Ali-"Si Delon nga, 
ang sabi mas maganda daw tingnan si Flash 
kay Ali.” 

Ali might be a true delight, he was told, but 
Flash Elorde was purer, nothing fancy, noth- 
ing put-on, whatsoever. 

‘One small clarification first: Your reporter 
here can't claim he knows Elorde the way he 
hhas come to know Manny Pacquiao, the super 
warrior 

But please don't take this to mean that 
Elorde's greatness was merely hearsay. 

"The bulk of the Elorde legend was molded 
їп our heart through what we would read 
about his big fights in the old Manila Times 
the morning after. 

‘Television was practically non-existent 
during those boyhood years, but we also sa- 
vored blow-by-blow accounts of Elorde's bat- 
tes over the radio. 

"Truth is we took heart to assure our poet- 
friend about the valor and purity of Elorde 
only after having seen film clips of Da Plash’s 
epic twin fights against Sandy Saddler, the 


Bare EYE 


Recah Trinidad 


former world 126-pound king also infamous- 
ly dubbed as the Pike-like Featherweight. 

‘The clips, in black and white of course, 
were featured during the Elorde Memorial 
‘Awards night at Dusit Hotel last March 25 
through the efforts of broadcaster Ronnie 
Nathanielsz, a one time Elorde confidante. 

It was chance encounter with greatness. 
In attending the award rites for the first 
time, we readily confirmed what we had 
been hearing through the years in boxing 
circles. 

‘Yes, big and sensational as Pacquiao has 
become, it would not be easy to put him a 
notch higher than Elorde in the area of 
skills and all-around boxing prowess. 

Páquiao handlers may not like what we 
would suggest, but the RP boxing super 
hero has some solid lessons to learn from 
Elorde. 

Pacquiao, being the main awardee that 
night, must've himself seen the clips. 

‘But if he happened to be busy posing with 
fans or signing autographs, he could reward 


elf with a review of the Elorde-Saddler 
fight tape. 

"That great battle in San Francisco, Califor- 
nia in the late 50s was already a rematch, 
Elorde having shamed and beaten Saddler in 
Manila previous} 

The rematch was as awesome, sensational 
as the Pacquiao rematch with Erik Morales in 
valueand impact. 

The world title was at stake. Elorde, de- 
spite Saddler lacing him with both elbows, 
cutting him freely with headbures while rub- 
bing open gloves over the wounds, was well 
оп his way to repeating over Saddler 

‘Seeing no escape for the champion, the 
referee, after having shamelessly allowed the 
assorted infractions, halted the bout and de- 
clared Elorde loser by technical decision 

Аз could be expected, the referee was 
banned for life. He had nullified what 
could've been one of the greatest wins in 
prizefight history. 

All told, is easy to say now that Pacquiao, 
with the intoxicating impact of his knockout. 
win over Morales last January, has deposed 
Elorde as the greatest Filipino boxer. 

Greater, yes. However, it would be unfair 
to rank Pacquiao a better fighter than Elorde. 

Pacquiao also has a lot to learn from Da 
Flash when it comes to being a true gentle- 
man. 

Life outside the boxing ring is an entirely 
different bout. 


2 RP teams join WAITGC leg in Sabah 


TWO TEAMS FROM THE PHILIPPINES WILL. 
join the second of six qualifying rounds for 
the World Amateur Inter-Team Golf Champi- 
‘onship (WAITGC) on April 17-20 at the Sabah. 
Golf and Country Club in Sabah, Malaysia. 

Pablo Soon, Wack Wack Golf and Country 
Clubs sports and games committee chair, 
heads one team along with fellow club mem 
bers Lorenzo Teng, Lito Valdez, and Tony 
Limheng. 


‘The other RP squad is composed of Ог 
chard's William Lim, and Malarayars Mark 
Mendoza, Michael Mendoza and Gerald 
Katigbak. 

“Ме prepared hard for this 
our best shot,” said Soon. 

"The winning team gets a chance to play in 
the grand finals set in Selangor, Malaysia, in 
September along with the champions of the 
other legs. 


We will give it 


Now on its 13th edition, the annual WAIT- 
GCtournament is being organized by Tourism 
Malaysia with The Golf Club Managers Asso- 
Запоп of Malaysia as the sanctioning body. 

Registration for the next four legs is on- 
going. interested Philippine clubs may con- 
tact the WAITGC secretariat at (603) 5633- 
2079, or through Pablo Soon 723 
6480/9341 or "Adrian Flores (0920- 
3948623). 


M 


SPORTSWATCH 


log backs up Acca chessfest 
THEACCACHESSFEST RESUMES ON APRIL 22 ON THE FOURTH FLOOR 
a Pea Plaza Mal in Prae CID Toumament decor and organizer 
Ricky Navata sald the events being supported by chess patron and bust 
nessman Loren Tabiog ot Tablog Cargo Philippines and Chess Class 149 
Computer Cle The eve, dubbed as he fourth Saturday tournament, res 
cft 1 pam andis open to al players aged 14 and under The non- master 
ioumarent s open to al payers with api rain of 2050 below. Mean- 
te, Ferdinand Reyes of Boonfiló Academy (Las Piñas Cy) re last 
mortis ides tournament For inquiries, cal 85-8501 (Ricky Nava or 
text 09186968581 (ter Surio) 


JVC Pampanga badminton listing ends 
ACTION IN THE AC REGIONAL BADMINTON CHAMPIONSHIPS RESUMES 
text week wi he staging oe second ер in Pampanga where close to 300 
‘participants are wing for honors at the bcd Barton Center Registration 
forthe event sited Ari 18-22 ends today, according ю he organizing IMG. 
Fees are pegged at P100 for single entry event and P150 or those playing in 
Tivo or tree everts. For dal, check website at www vcbadminton com or 
‘mal а cadmiton@htral.com or cal 0817-8050702 (one 0917- 
8060601 (Caro 0917-5288670 (Nelson). 


Calderon tops CSi-Clark leg 

JOEL CALDERON OF TEAM SPORTS RADIO TOPPED THE FOURTH LEG OF > 
the Phlamife cing Search invtaonal (CSI) Carum Race at the parade 
‘rounds of Crk Feld п Pampanga over he weekend, Calderon sustained 
fis ne start nthe 3024 run, ashing sprinting prowess and super staying 
power to beat Berard Luzon of San Leonardo Oycing Group and thi lg 
Toner Vicor Esta of Pilppine Атту in the centerpiece meris elte and 
Arner 23 Gass. Calderon amassed 29 points to emerge the fourth champion 
res many lags ot this event sponsored by Pagcor, PCSO, PLDT, Aade. 
Thirst Оооба, Monee. А21, PiOcing, Partas, Speed Detergent Bar 
and Powder andthe Philippine Sports Comission. 


Sabungero Magasin derby at San Juan 
{WITH MORE THAN 40 CONFIRMED ENTRIES, THE SABUNGERO MAGASIN 
"Cock Derby loons as another blockbuster of San Juan Coliseum when ac- 
ion resumes оп Monday, Apr 17. Sponsor is Sagupaan Complxar 3000. 
Hosted by Nei Tuazon of Sabungero Magasin and supported by SIC man- 
эдет, the tourney stakes a guaranteed prize of P400,000. Paricipants 
Тым submit entries on Sunday rom 2-8 p.m. and may cal the SIC fis 
1855309070917. 000758 (Nel. Meanie, he frst ever SIC 9-Cock In- 
{eration Darty is sated on June 5,7 and 8 with PS milion in guaranteed 
prize. The SUC management announced that 50 percent of derby proceeds 
Ml De vided among al participants. 
Makati ‘Salpukan’: 300 entries listed 
DEREYSISTS HAVE TWO MORE WEEKS OF PREPARATION FOR THE SUM- | 
mer Salpukan Cock Derby with willst oft Макай Coiseum on Ар 
2 SponsorisComplesor 3000. The ttl number of pledged eriries Is near- | 
ing te 300 mark as of yesterday, according to promoters Lto Orilaza, Rudy 
‘Shit ex Wilam Co o! WT Sports and Amusement Corp. The big number 
entes uted to he guaranteed prize ol P 4 milion for an ety ee 
S P11 000. Two brandnew Totoya cars (Vios and Al] wil go to the fastest 

[ Marines Fri ca 95 545 and 85415 


NATIONAL Golf Association of the Philippines president Leandro 
Mendoza (seventh from right) joins skipper Pablo Soon and members. 
ofthe two Philippine teams competing in the World Amateur Inter- 
Team Golf Championship. Also shown are William Lim, Mark 
Mendoza, Michael Mendoza, Gerald Katigbak, Noel Cruz, Lorenzo 
Teng, George Briones and Lito Valdez. 
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ROADS LEADING OUTSIDE OF METRO 
‘Manila are at its heaviest during Holy Week 
when families and friends go on vacation. The 
Volume of vehicles doubles during this time of 
the year 

+, Petron Corp. has provided motorists with 
ЗА unparalleled comprehensive roadside as- 
sistance for the past 20 years. Lakbay Alalay 
2006 is gearing up for yet another opportuni- 
î to help motorists and travelers plying the 
rajor expressways. 

Репопз Lakbay Alalay is a pioneering 
roadside assistance program of the oil compa- 
пу which officially began in 1987. However, 
the idea was actually conceptualized and test- 


PREC 
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ed since two years earlier. 

“people already know about Lakbay and 
they look forward to seeing us on the road,” 
said Steven Acayan, training officer in Re- 
seller Trade of Petron Corp. "Peo 
1еагпей to trust us and our partners during 
this time.” 

Campsites were set up on roadsides in case 
of motoring and medical emergencies. Lak- 
bay Alalay camps are seen exclusivel 
North Luzon Expressway (NLEX), South 
топ Expressway (SLEX), and Star Tollway. Its 
major stations in these areas also serve as Ex- 
press Centers and offer the same services asin 
the camps. 

Together with its partners which have in- 
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training officer in 
Reseller Trade of 
Petron Corp 
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creased over the years, Lakbay Alalay has èx- 
panded its services to motorists and travelers 
to include free drinking water, free emergen- 
cy phone calls, rest room facilities, traffic re- 
port updates via its radio station partners, 
towing services and the other service staples 
like minor repairs by roving mechanics and 
especially first aid. 

Inthe NLEX, Lakbay Alalay camp is located 
at the Sta, Rita Exit. In SLEX, the camp is set 
up at Silangan. The Petron station at the Star 
‘Tollway will serve as the campsite for the rest 
of the Holy Week. 

то reiterate its concern over the safety of 
motorists especially during this time and to 
remind people of what good preventive main- 
tenance can do, Petron also offers free safety 
checks of vehicles weeks before travelers 
head for their different destinations. This free 
service is available in participating Petron ser- 
vice stations until April 16 (Easter Sunday). 
Safety checks include inspection of the vehi- 
дез running condition, its brakes, oil, radia- 
tor, and tires, 

Tn this way, vacationers, pilgrims, orhome- 
bound travelers are assured of having a com- 
fortable trip to their point of destination. 

‘According to Acayan, the motorists’ aware- 
mess on safe travel has heightened. "If Tre- 
member right, during the old NLEX and SLEX, 
the number of accidents happening is almost 
comparable.” 

Nowadays, the incidents are fewer al- 
though the same problems like cooling, flat 
tire, and breaks still occur. This can still be 
prevented by having the vehicle thoroughly 
checked before the day ofthe travel. 

Lakbay Alalay has nurtured long-time part- 
nerships with other companies which include 
the Philippine National Construction Corp. 
(PNCC), Manila North Tollways Corp. 
(MNTO), Traffic Management Center (TMC), 
Star Tollways, PNCC Skyway Corp, the 
Petron Dealers Association, and sponsors like 
Smart Communications, McDonald's, the 
Philippine National Red Cross, BioActive Fuel 
Enhancer, Ibero Assistencia, and KIA. 

"They (parmers and sponsors) see that we 
know what we are doing,” Acayan said. 

Every year, many of the people that are in 
volved in the project, particularly the team 
leaders, assigned to different camps are al- 
ready famil 
program, 

“They know what todo because we've been 
doing this for the longest time," he add 


with the ins and outs of the 


“We just remind them of what's new for the 
year or update them on some small details but 
basically everybody understands the con- 
cept.” 

Petron employees from different depart- 
ments have invaluably volunteered their ser- 
vices every year. More than 100 people help 
ош man the campsites in the three express- 
ways for the entire four days (from Holy 
Wednesday to Easter Sunday except Good Fri- 
day). 

“We advocate volunteerism among our em- 
ployees,” Acayan said. “They don't get any- 
thing in гетит and the most they get are T- 
shirt and cap.” 

“Bur the joy of having helped another soul or 
family on the road is something no amount of 
money can buy" he added. "Also, it is our own 
way of giving back to our patrons, and thanking 
them of their continued trust with us." 

“Also, part of this program is not only help- 
ing but making safety a priority not only for 
vacationers but also for our own team." 

Petron’s Lakbay Alalay, having been the 
first to offer such program, "has become ће 
most comprehensive roadside assistance dur- 
ing Holy Week,” said Acayan, who has seen 
the program grow over the years, 
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A hero’s welcome 


for Marky 


By Desiree Саша 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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BONTOC, MT. PROVINCE—MARKY CIELO, 
“ultimate survivor" of the “Starstruck” reality 
TV search on GMA 7, returned to his native. 
province last week amid a welcome fit for a 
hometown hero. 

The 17-year-old Cielo graced the Lang-Ay 
Festival here on Friday, when various tribes 
gathered “to celebrate unity and cooperation” 
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through traditional 
dances, songs and rit- 
uals. 

Saying he was 
proud to have broken 
into mainstream show 
business, Cielo admit- 
ted he feels the pres- 
sure to bea role model 
for young Igorots. 

“People look up to 
me now" he told re- 


porters. 
Residents of Bauko, 
Серз hometown, 
butchered pigs by way 
of preparing а feast for 
him. The main roads 
мете draped with wel- 
come streamers. 


Native dishes 

Cielo told his hosts 
that he had misted 
eating the local delica- 
cies pinikpikan (a ha- 
tive chicken soup 
dish, etag (salted and 
dried pork) amd di 
nengdeng (a vegetable 
dish). 

He performed on 
the grounds of the Mt. 
Data Hotel on Thurs- 
day The next mom- 
ing, he joined the cul- 
tural parade. 

Gielos mother Mil- 
бей said her son de- 
cided to join the festi- 
val to thank province- 
mates who had sup- 
ported him with text 
votes during the com- 
petition. 

Ateam from GMAT 
documented the fes- 
tive homecoming 


No G-string 
Cielo did not wear a 
батпа during the 
fest, but donned a na- 
tive vest and “hehd 
== а 
“We are grateful to 
Mary [n reum)" 
seid Gov Maximo Da- 
jog in a shore program 
during бе festival 
opening." "His 
[achievement] is his- 
toric [for us here in] 
М. Province” T am 
sure that ош young 
people [would follow 
Mark's example and] 
work harder for heir 
dreams 
During the Sen. 
Edgardo Angara, festi- 
val guest speaker, cit- 
td бео as the pride 
то only of Cordier 
ans but of all Fi- 
inos” 


A 
z 
FEEDBACK 


[p 


Thanks, 


Ruben 

From Joy Mem- 
breve Jamago (jam- 
ago@uiuc.edu): 

Happy Anniver- 
sary, Mr. Nepales, 
and congratulations! 

Ler me know when 
you plan to retire, I 
would like to have 
the best job in the 
world 


From Edelveiss 


da@yahoo.com) 

Congratulations, 
Sir Ruben, on your- 
first anniversary! 

Thope you never 
get tired of sharing 
with us all your ex- 
periences and inter- 
views with 

our Hollywood 
idols and your ku- 
mustahan with 
kababayan who 
make it big there. 

1 admire you for 
your humility and 
pride in being Fil- 
ipino. 

k is us who 
should be thanking 
you and not the oth- 
er way around. 
Mababaw lang ро 
ang luha ko at tala: 
gang na-touch pq, 
‘ako sa April 19 col- 
umnninyo. 

Mabuhay 


po 
kayol 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 12, 2006 


ENTERTAINMENT 


nm 


Adrift of wood and other boob-tube booboos 


HOST: HOW OLD ARE YOU? 

Guest: Tm 33 going on 33! 

(So, that makes you—331) 

Newscaster: Here's breaking news: Bumalik na. 
ро sa Pilipinas si Archbishop Gaudencio Cardinal 
Rosales! 

(Archbishop na, cardinal pa?) 

Ноя: Why do you 
lke to sing and dance 
When its so far from 
your work in broadcast 
journalism? 

Guest: 1 Ше it, be- 
саше i breaks’ the 
‘monotonous. 


зо.) 


VIEWFINDER 


9 


Nestor U. To 


, Host: What is your 
feaction to the insults 
hurled: agaist you by 
younaitia?. 

Guest: 1 Ont pay ariy attention to rhem—it 
jJistshows their inmaturityf 

«Ginmaturity? Bago уоп, a. 


Host: How old were you wheà you first started 


singing? 

Guest: 1 was already performing on the top of 
the table at the edge of only two years oid! 

(з а good thing you dia fall off the table's 
edge’) үз 


Host: What kind of movies do you like watch- 


dano! 

(Опе maris aficionado is another man "af 
dano") 

Host: What does your new beauty treatment 
do? 

Guest It feeds the skin and the hair with fresh 
harmones for youth and vibrancy! 

(What in the world are "hanmones"—hor- 
mones that harm?) 

Host: You mean, aside from the skin, it will also. 
benefi the hair? 

Guest Yes, its for good her treatment! 

C-Butnotfor him, huh?) 

‘Hosts, Why did you choose him for your 
boyfriend, from all of your many other suitors? 

‘Guest: Because I discovered that, with him, 1 
feel most amcomfortable! 

(Good for you!) 

ost: Why do we have to use so many lotions 
‘on our hair? س‎ 

Guest Para maging ma-shine ang yong buhok! 

белаи) | 

Host: How effective is this herbal treatment 
against inflammation? 

‘Guest: Very effective. Minsan, my fiend had 
namamagang organ. After he took this herbal 
treatment, nawala ang kanyang namamagang or- 
gan! 

(Nawala ang pamamaga—pati organ?) 


Ноя: What do we have lined up for our view- 
en? 

Cohost: Our special guest today is an expert 
who will share some important energy plan-sav- 
ing tps! 

(Ano daw?) 

Host: How was your town's religious image 
first discovered? 

‘Guest: Based on our ald peoples stories, it was 
fist discovered floating in the sea as a drift of 
‘wood! 

(Adrift of wood? How-—poetic) 


Movie on TV 
ON HBO today at 6 рап, "The Enemy Within 
‘Tomorrow at 9:30 pm, “Mermaids.” 2:45 p. 
“Biloxi Blues. 6 p.m. "Big Fish.” 8 pm. "Rome 4: 
Stealing from Sarum.” 9 pm., "Rome 5: Tha ram 
Has Touched the Wall” 9:50 pun, "Rome 6: Ege- 
ria." April 14 at7:20 p.m.,"Gothika." 9pm, “True 
Lies" 12:50am, "Catch 22.” 

‘On Cinemax today 
arl pm, "Beetlejuice." 
Арі 13 at 9:50 am., 
“Те Adventures of 
Віко County ДХ” 
1130 am, "Mystic 
River" April 14 at 630 
ал, "Phantom of the 
Rue Morgue.” 8 pm, 


with the magical “Troi,” Wednesdays with the 
gregarious ‘All Grown Up” team, Thursdays with 
“Danny Phantom,” and Fridays with Timmy 
Noetron.” For other highlights, log on to 
swwewnicksplat.com, 


But what 
are ‘fresh 
harmones? 


[SUMMER 2006'S FIRST BIG MOVIE WILL SOOM HIT THE SCREENS 


| SILENT HILLS | 
CHAMBERS ОР Новвов | 


Welcome Hollywood's first giant summer movie 
SILENT HILL. Under the imaginative direction of 
Christophe Gans, TriStars $100M budgeted 
action/horror film SILENT HILL is based upon the 
popular horror survival videogame series published 
by Konami. | 

Visually stunning special effects were created by 
acclaimed FX wizard Patrick Tatopoulos. Embodying 
the terror of Silent Hill is a panoply of vividly creepy 
entities: the relentlessly destructive, sword-wielding 
RED PYRAMID. the harrowing GREY CHILDREN, the 
ARMLESS ONES, the mysterious JANITOR, th 
‘(COCKROACHES and the DARK NURSES. 

While the Cockroaches were — entirely 
computer-generated images, Red Pyramid began as a 
Patrick Tatopoulos' design. "We stayed very close to 
the images in the game. but for me, it was all about 
proportions and elegance,” explains Tatopoulos. “It's 
very simple: beautiful doesn't mean preity. If you 
retain the elegance of the creature and some degree of 
humanity in the design. it becomes mesmerizing” 


"The Grey Child was Tatopolous’ favorite project. The 
suit's posture accentuated the design of the infant's belly 
and sway back, but it was the face which held the 
crealion’s truest artistry. Adds Tatopoulos, “Grey Childs 
face is human, elongated, twisted, with the skin slipping 
back with a mouth stretching into an eternal how. 

Tatopoulos' design for the Armless One was 
intended to stress functionality for the performer. 
“Even though the Armless does not have a mouth, 
under his skin you can still feel his perpetual scream." 
explains Tatopolous. Finally, there were the Nurses, 
notable for their ashen uniforms, which seem to grow 
| out of their skin, and a lack of features on their faces. 
Layered onto that image is their movement 
marionette-like, frozen in time, coming to life when 

‘ht appears in the darkness of the hospital. 

The character of the Janitor was the living, 
crawling twisted being who appears in the Darkness. 
"The trick for Christophe was to have it still be visceral 
and disturbing, but something you can't take your 
eyes off. He doesn't want people to turn away. He 
wants people to be entranced, but have the same kind 
of horror in their eyes. 
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POC Auditions 

THE PHILIPPINE 
Opera Company an- 
ounces auditions on 
April 22 (25 pam.) for 
is 2006 opera, and 
concert season, at the 
fifth floor, SIG Centre, 
8463 Rockwell Drive, 
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Alima CINEMAS 
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young Filipino classical 
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‘a music scholarship in 


120008, 10) 


MOMENTS OF LOVE 
emt 


BASIC INSTINCT 2 Ë 
promet 


1 ICEAGE2 [ 


earasi 361 546/755 127 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES | 


mem mm soos 
xn rao 3507610180 


Japan. 
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Channel 
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REGULAR SHOWING STARTS ON APRIL 151 
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SNEAK PREVIEW on April 10, 11 and 12 at regular ticket prices 
‘at the following branches: 
Bacoor, Baguio, Batangas, Bicutan. Cagayan De Oro, Cebu, Dasmarinas, Davao 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 
Lenten Feature: 
“ PASSION OF THE CHRIST", 
April 10 to 12 (Mon to Wed) 
Premiere Theatre 
P120.00 (without food and drinks) 


Cures Tut ке 171 or 63312227 
ч 


[5] Shangri-la Раа. 
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Easter Fun at Town 


Easter Bunny Special by Repertory Philippines 
‘April 16, 2006 a Aprii 16, 2008 


TCE AGE 7, THE MELTDOWN, 
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ind drop in dropboxes. 

Hurry! Watch а movie nawi 
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ay 
Easter Event bles Ish Year Anniversary Cartoon Network Summer Camp 


Apri 22, 2008 


Bossa Nova with SITTI 
‘April 19, 2006. 


Repertory Philippines presents TWO & TWO MAKE SEX 
st REP's Globe Theater - Apri 21,22, 23, 28,29, 30, May 5.687 
For inquiries, pls. call 887-0710 

Registration s now ongoing for Ayala Museum's 


‘Summer Art Festival Workshop 2006 
For inquiries, lesse сай 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit www.yalamusaum.org 


GELEGRATE EASTER 
AP GLORIETTA 
WITH FUN ACTIVITIES 
AND PRIZES! 


* Face PainTIAG 

* BALLOGA TWISTING 
AAD SCULPTURING 

* EASTER EGG 
PainTinG 

х EASTER EGG HUNT 


PLUS 

AN EASTER BUNNY SHOW 
BY REPERTORY PHILIPPINES 
APRIL 16, 2006 2-5PM 
GLORIETTA ACT 
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MIKROKOSMOS BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
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YOU'VE READ ABOUT IT. YOU'VE TALKED ABOUT IT. 
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Wm exports rebound to $3.3 


2-month shipments up 4.296 at $6.56B 


By Michelle V. Remo 


MERCHANDISE EXPORTS GREW 
9.8 percent in February from a 
year earlier to $3.3 billion as elec- 
tronics shipments picked up, the 
National Statistics Office an- 
nounced yesterday. 


Vehicle sales 
surged 38% 
in March 


By Ronnel W. Domingo. 


MOTOR VEHICLE SALES GROWTH WAS AL- 
most flat in the first quarter, but March figures. 
surged 38.5 percent due to a Supreme Court 
ruling that bans the entry of imported used 
vehicles from the Subic free port, according to 
an industry group. 

The Chamber of Automotive Manufactur- 
ers of the Philippines (Campi)and the Truck 
Manufacturers Association (TMA) said in a 
joint report there were 22,065 units sold be- 
‘tween January and March, or 0.4 percent 
higher than the 21,972 units sold in the same 
period last year. 

In March, local assemblers sold a total of 
8,319 units compared with 6,007 in the same 
month of 2005. 


This was a turnaround from the 0.9-per- 
cent year-on-year contraction in January and 
the 0.2-percent decline in February 2005. 
"The February shipments lifted exports dur- 
ing the first two months of the year to $6.56 
billion, up 4.2 percent from last year. 
Electronics exports, which accounted for 
65.9 percent of total shipments in February, 


Campi and TMA said the inérease was due ! 


to stable supply, promotions, and fleet sales 
delivery. 

However, the groups said the improvement 
"(might) also be the start of a positive effect 
оп industry sales given the Supreme Court 
ruling against imported used vehicles as buy- 
ers, in turn, become more cognizant of the 
medium-term effects on those vehicles." 

‘They added that industry sales were seen 
to gain momentum once the firms’ problem 
оп the 70-percent value-added cap was reme- 
died. The companies want full recovery of 
their input VAT eredits from their business 
erations. 

“Overall sales are also expected to increase 
in the coming months should stable political 
and economic conditions coupled with a 
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STOCK MARKET 


(Se tock markec reporton Pel) 

Bargain-hunting lifts stocks 

SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.43 PER- 

cent higher yestercay amid зоте 

"argan-tuntng folowing a mined 

performance by Wal Street 
overnight and another spike in oi prices, deat- 
ers sald. 

The gains were also made with gold fu- 
tures closing above $600 an ounce for the 
firsttime since December 1980 on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange overnight, ising in 
tandem with crue prices on talk of a possible 
US attack on Iranian nuclear facies. 

“The composite index rose 9.44 points to 
2,217.38 at its day-high of 2,217.38. thita 
low of 2,202.08. 

Gainers outnumbered losers 63 to 26, and 
48 stocks were unchanged. 

Volume reached 27 bilion shares worth 
P4.15 bilion with most ol the attention going 
to mining stocks. 

“intrest on mining plays в back now that 
gold prices globally are rising again,” said 
Mark Alan Canizares of Citiseconine. АЕР 


2 ‘ 


LM 


rose 10.3 percent to $2.17 billion, the NSO 
said. In January, electronics shipments were 
down 2.2 percent from a year ago. 

Garments were the second top revenue 
earner in February with a combined share for 
apparel and clothing accessories of 5.7 per- 
сеш worth $188.71 million, while exports of 
ignition and other wiring sets ranked third 
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inthe Philippines 
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with $60.69 million, although this amount 
was down 5.3 percent year-on-year 
"The top export market for the month was 
the United States, which bought $623.34 mil- 
lion or 18.9 percent of the total an increase of 
19.9 percent from the February 2005 figure. 
Export receipts from Japan, the No. 2 mar- 
Mon e2 
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ng TPG proposal | 


Pre-need plan-to-equity swap seen unfair to clients 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


‘THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COM- 
mission is opposing the plan of pre-need firm 
‘TPG Corp. to suspend payments of its obliga- 
tions to holders of open-ended education 
plans. 

“This was contained in the comment fled by 
ihe Office of the Solicitor General, the SEC's 
‘counsel, with the Makati Regional Trial Court 
JastApril6, 

"The SEC proposed the liquidation of TPG if 
dere was no viable option о address the frs fi 
inci woes. 

"The SEC, citing the contracts between the 
company and its plan holders, said TPG 
Should continue to honor its obligations. 

“These plans cannot be unilaterally amend- 
&4 without the consent of the plan holders, 
‘The proposed rehabilitation, if approved will 
certainly violate the concensual nature of 


Cee 


Ud 


contracts . As such , it cannot be enforced on 
the parties who do not consent to it," the SEC 
said. 

"The SEC said that TPG's proposed step-up 
program, or the crux of its rehabilitation 
Scheme, was not submitted for regulatory ap- 
proval despite its offering to the public. 

"This program calls for the conversion of pre- 
need plans into shares in TPG, which the SEC 
found disadvantageous to the plan holders. 

“Те latter have the right to recover their 
investments but are not under any obligation 
to have their investments converted into 
shares of stock by force and against their 
эй... besides, who would want to invest in 
эп ailing company" the SEC said. 

"TPG has outstanding and lapsed open-end- 
ed plans worth P2 billion out of the total is- 
sued plans of P6.S billion as of December 
2004. 

‘Open-ended education plans offered to 
cover tuition fees ofthe beneficiary regardless 
of the amount. The SEC banned the sale of 
these types of plans in 2002 after tuition fee 
increases were deregulated, 

"The SEC claimed that based on TPG's fi- 


nancial statement as of the fourth quarter 
ending December 2005, TPG's liabilities ex- 
ceeded its liquid assets. 

Since 1999, TPG has also failed to comply 
with SEC's trust fund deposit requirements. 

In 2004, TPG availed itself of a five-year 
SEC leeway program hoping that in time, all 
its trust fund deficiencies would be ad- 
dressed. 

‘The SEC, however, said that on the first 
year of the program, ТРО incurred deficien- 
‘ies in its monthly payments. It had stopped 
paying them in 2005. 

Further, the SEC also found that TPG had 
issued more education plans than what was 
approved and had continued granting cash 
advances to its affiliates despite its trust fund 
shortfall 

TPG argued in letters to the SEC that its al 
leged over-issuance of plans was cleared by 
the commission after TPG paid penalties. It al- 
зо said its trust fund deposits for education 
has excess contributions of P2 billion. It fur- 
ther said that the delays in its deposits for its 
pension trust fund was due to long standing 
accounts from LBC Express Inc. 


San Miguel beer sales up 8% 


DOMESTIC BEER SALES OF SAN MIGUEL 
Corp, the country’s largest brewer, grew 8 
percent to 7.78 billion in the first two 
months, boosted by more aggressive market- 
ing campaign and brand building. 

"The company said in its disclosure to the 
Philippine Stock Exchange yesterday that 
operating income for January and February 
тозе 10 percent to P1.69 billion from year- 
ago level. 

In 2005, domestic beer revenue grew 10 
percent to P40.5 billion, reflecting a price in- 
crease in February last year. Sales volume in 
2005 declined 2 percent to 170 million cases 
because of soft consumer demand. 

Despite the increase in excise taxes, operat- 


February exports . 


ket for the month, were down 11.4 percent 
from the year earlier to $544.53 million, or 
16.5 percent of February receipts. 

‘Other top export destinations during the 
month were the Netherlands, $380.6 millon; Chi- 
та, $319.67 milion; Singapore, $284.19 milion; 
Hong Kong, $223.71 milion; Malaysia, $182.83 
milion; Taiwan, $127.08 milion; Thailand, 
$101.67 milion, and Germany, $100.87 milion. 

While economic officials remained upbeat 
about the export sector, private economists 
expect growth this year to be subdued. 

Dennis Arroyo, Neda director for policy 
and planning, earlier said global demand for 
electronics had bottomed last year and was 
headed for an upturn this year. 

But the Development Budget Coordination 
Committee (DBCC), tasted with setting the gov- 
emments economic polices and targes, had 
sealed down із export growth target for 2006 to 
8 percent from the original 10 percent due to the 
adverse effects ofa stronger peso on export 

The revised projection was, however more op- 
timisiccompared with private sector forecasts. 


ing income for domestic beer rose 13 percent 
last year to P8.31 billion due to effective cost 
management efforts 

"This year, San Miguel's Philippine beer op- 
erations continued its-brand-building pro- 
grams, It recently signed up boxing icon Man- 
пу Pacquiao as product endorser for San 
Miguel Beer in a commercial with another 
SMB endorse, television host Kris Aquino. 

Other major volume-generating brand ac- 
tivities for its domestic beer brand were San 
Mig Lights sponsorship of the Philippine 
Mountain Bike Championship Pro Tour 2006 
held in February and the San Miguel Beer 
Poker Bar Tour that concluded its final round 
last January. 


From page BI 


stephen Huang, economist from the Uni- 
versity of Asia and the Pacific (UA&P), yester- 
day said exports would likely grow by only 
6.8 percent this year due to the expected soft- 
ening of overall demand in the United States. 

Huang said the predicted slowdown in the US 
‘economy had to do with its high current account 
deficit, already at 7 percent of gross domestic 
product, which may force the Federal Reserve to 
implement another increase in interest rates, 

An increase in interest rates discourages com- 
panies from borrowing to finance expansion and 
purchases. This, in tum, can affect demand for 
imported products such as electronics. 

‘The economy of Japan, the Philippines sec- 
cond: biggest export destination, is likewise ex- 
pected to slow down this year. This would add 
to the downward pressure on the Philippines’ 
export growth, according to the 2006 Eco- 
nomic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacif- 
iethat was launched yesterday. 

Japan is likely to grow by only 2 percent. 
this year, a deceleration from the 2.5 percent 
recorded last year, the survey said. 


INVESTMENTS 
CORPORATION 
ana 


Notice of Regular Annual Stockholders’ Meeting 
April 27, 2006, 2:30 p.m. 
Rigodon Ballroom, The Peninsula Manila Hotel 
Makati City 


To all Stockholders: 


Please take notice that the 2006 annual stockholders' meeting of 
SM Investments Corporation. will be held on April 27, 2006 at 2:30 
pim. at the Rigodon Ballroom, The Peninsula Manila Hotel, Makati 
City. The proposed agenda of the meeting is set forth below: 


AGENDA 


1. Call to order. 


2. Certification of notice and quorum. 
8. Approval of minutes of the special meeting of stockholders held 


оп July 15, 2005. 


4. Presentation of the President's Report 
5. General ratification of the acts of the Board of Directors and the 
management from the date of the last annual stockholders’ meeting 


up to the date of this meeting. 


6. Election of directors for 2006 - 2007. 
7. Appointment of external auditors. 


8, Adjournment 


The Board of Directors has fixed the end of trading hours of the 
Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE) on March 28, 2006 as the record 
dale for the determination of stockholders entitled to notice of and to 
vote at such meeting and any adjournment thereof, 


Pasay СИу, March B, 2006, 


BY THE ORDER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


[sod] 

EMMANUEL C. PARAS 

Corporate Secretary 

SM INVESTMENTS CORPORATION 
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Vehicle sales ... 


strong peso continue,” Campi 
and TMA said. 

In the first quarter, passenger car 
sales dipped by 0.2 percent 108,339 
units from 8,357 units last year. 

But in March, car sales went up 
by 32.7 percent to 2,982 units 
from 2,247 units a year ago. 

"Turnover of commercial vehi- 
дез increased by 0.8 percent to 
13,726 units їп the first three 
‘months from 13,615 units 

The introduction of new mod- 
els helped boost March sales of 
CVs by 49 percent to 5,337 
units from 3,760 units 
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From page BI 


Fistquamer sales of AUVs 
went down 12.3 percent to 5,581 
units while those of light trucks 
slid by 2.2 percent to 363 unis 

Sales of light commercial vehi- 
dles—consising of pickups, vans 
compact spons iy "vehi 
des ent up 13 percent to 7,662 
unis while chose of trucks and buses 
grew by 17.6 percent to 120 units. 

їп terms of total sales, Toyota 
Motor Philippines Corp. kept the 
lead with 40.1 percent of the 
market, It sold 8,848 units the 
previous three months, up by 
17.8 percent. 
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La Salle sex scandal 


ADISGUSTED GRANDFATHER HAS PULLED 
out all four of his grandchildren from La 
Salle Greenhill from re-enrolling next year 
alter the school voted to keep a taekwondo 
instructor who carried on adulterous rela- 
tions with the grandfathers daughter-in- 
law. 

What appalled Maximo Amurao Jr, who 
teaches criminal law in San Beda College of 
Taw, was that Bro. Bernard Oca, La Salle pres- 
ident, even talked to Amurao's daughter-in- 
law, who had already confessed to her indis- 
cretons, to prevent her from testifying 
against her lover. 

“There was no violation of any school poli- 
су" was the curt explanation of Bro. Oca in 
defending La Salle's decision to keep the ma- 
cho instructor. 

Brother Oca also cleared another PE in- 
atructor, whose father sits in the school board, 
"who had been entrapped in the school 
grounds luring the same woman into carrying 
on a simultaneous affair with him. 

Earlier, Brother Oca prevented the outright 
expulsion of a taekwondo student, who had 
not only confessed to bullying and repeatedly 
assaulting another classmate but also had 
been accused of forging a check and stealing 
his victimis cell phone. 

‘The taekwondo bully said he knew “a lot of 
secrets” in the taekwondo department and а 
certain La Salle official, according to his vie- 
tim, 

| name rings a bell, it is because Broth- 
ег Oca is one of the active patrons of the 
Black-and-White Movement seeking the re- 
‘moval of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo for alleged 
cheating in the last presidential elections. 

‘The religious leader, who is due to be re- 
placed as president of the exclusive school 
in the next school year, celebrated his last 
days with his faculty by chartering a passen- 
ger jet and bringing the entire staff on an 
all-expenses-paid vacation in Bohol late last 
month. 


SECrebuffs Mike boys 

THE Securities and Exchange Commission 
has stood up to the importunings of Mike Ar- 
royo's relatives in seeking to indefinitely post- 
pone the shareholders meeting of Philcomsat 
Holdings, ordering the cash-rich listed com- 


CockrALES 


Victor C. Agustin 


ралу to hold its much-delayed annual meet- 
ingon May 4. 

"We need not stress the fact that the com- 
mission's authority must always be honored 
and respected by the entities which it regu- 
lates, regardless of their stature in the busi- 
mess environment,” said the SEC general 
‘counsel, Vermette Umali-Paco. 

"The SEC order also prevented the Benito 
Araneta-Manuel Nieto-Enrique Locsin 
Group from conducting the April 18 “spe- 
Gal” stockholders’ meeting, which their 
group had hoped to hold in lieu of the annu- 
al meeting. 

“This authority must not be ignored ... 
Umali-Paco said in her order. 


Like father, unlike son 

LUCIO TAN JR., the eldest and папу dressed 
son of you-know-who, has just finished the 
executive MBA program of Kellogg-HK Uni- 
versity of Science and Technology on with 
ATR-Kim Eng Securities president Lorenzo 
Roxas. 

His famous father may have narrowly 
failed to finish his college, but the taipa 
ended eventually buying up a school itself, 
the University of the East, aside from reap- 
ing honorary doctorate degrees from uni- 
versities grateful for his financial sponsor- 
ship. 


Heard through the grapevine 
DESPITE its initial city and housing law vi- 
olations, the 36-unit townhouse project 
the family of Joseph Estrada in Vermont 
Park subdivision along Marcos Highway 
has been completed and nearly sold out 
АП but two of the townhouses—average 
price tag: P7-6million have remained un- 
sold 

(Email: cocktoles_pdi@platdslnet or cock- 
tales pei@yahoo.com) 
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Holy week is fast approaching and 
most of you will be traveling to your 
respective towns or in ober destina 
tions nationwide. With is, we wanted 
10 ensure your safety before hiting the 
rend. Here are some friendly e- 
minders you may follow to assure you 
Safe and peaceful joumey back home: 
DL 

Have your tires rotated about every 
5.000 mies. Cheek your tire pressure 
‘ce а month. Lel the ties "cool 
‘avin first. Don't forget your spare, 


rs for tea ife u 
‘upping. Check the 

Silva fof cuts and nicka, 
2 Brakes 

Check your brakes regulary. Take 
note of pulsations, grabbing, noises, or 
longer stopping distance Even Ше 
most minor of bike problems should 
Bo corrected promptly. 


12 Tool Bax 


How good 


delet a weak banery is by sing pro- 
fessional equipment (batery teste) 
То routinely take care of your banery, 
seape away corrosion fom posts and 
able connections, clean al surface 


Whiplash and 


tery caps are removable check 
Ad level monthly. Avoid contact with 
corrosive deposits and battery acid. 
Reserve Capacity 

"The reserve capacity of your car's 
banery tells how long а banery con 
Keep the engine going i the alier 
fails. Make sure your car batery al 
Waya has a reserve capacity of at least 
120 minutes so you caa always make it 
home. 
Ба 

pes ай lights and bulbs in your 
он. Replace bumed out bulbs and pe- 
"isl clean dirt and insects from 
SH enses. To prevent sermtehing, never 
tee dy ag 
diet 

A diny windshield causes eye fà- 
ше and can pose a safely hazard. Re 
place wom blades and get plenty of 
Winshild-washer solvent 
7. Engine ing 

TI you re wating for a ong time în 
te caf butare not aught in vali kis 
beer fo tuen of the engine and just 
Sr again ber Doing otherwise 
Wastes fel, Tae o the shade stead 
Sllewing he nir conditioning on. 
Ж. Jackrabbit Starts 

"fo save оп о, accelerate slowly 
and smoothly. Avoid jackrabbit starts 
and get ino high gear a4 quickly a5 
possil 
W Gvertouding 

Don't тату ico much weight on 
your vehicle. Excess weight puts too 
Janch Joad on е engine and willcon- 
Same mores, 
Ж. Sent Belt 

nekie up. A lol of accidents have 

mcd or minimized because 

the driver ond the passengers put on 
The seat belts, But The Seatbelt Law 
so reminds us not to allow infants or 
шеп below 6 years old to sit in 


жонеп sop. 


‘yn ea help. 


"lave you 


Jour nearest 


OR YOUR BATTERY DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION 


TRAVEL TIPS FROM 
MOTOLITE -YOUR 
R ON THE ROAD 


front. Also avoid holding а child on 
{our lap while inside a moving vehicle 
г you could crus him if and when а 
сойо happens. Never put a belt 
round yourself sad а child on your 
Tap. Two people with one belt sound 
{hein ould hurt one or bat 

Т. Tired and Drowsy? 

When tired and Kee drowsy, dont 
deve or at ези pull over and rest A 
Belsh survey showed tht cue in 10 
motors ik the Irves and that fo 
Tm by dove even when tiredness 
cies Motorists samite to 
Чеш or a near miss because of feeling 
‘ed or falling asleep on he wheel 


Never ро out on the road without a 
ооох а your car Wha 
Toolbox have? А car jack, a уе еш 


purpose wrench and serewdvers 
T Head Кетте 


your vec? The head resume is not. 
Jus headrest but ako a safety equip 
which, used property, con cor 


Well as neck пашта during accidens 
А теу posi 

Should be decl Behind your head. 
less level with your eat, not me 
that four inches fom the rear of your 
head when you are siting normaly 
ard far enough forward о саша your 
end firs, not your nec, 


TS Female Drivers 
Female motorists are perceived as 
езу prey by ear hives and bed ele 
ment, Keep an emergency kit in your 
and know where the safe zones are 
reas ийеле there are people 


poney, like 24-hour service stations or 
food stops Lock your car doors at all 
times, Park at a welt and wel 

lended area. Avoid driving alone at 


TE Traffic Rutes and Regulations 
‘Always follow and observe Tia 
rules and Regulations o mandated by 
[aw Those Ttt rules normalize 1al- 

бе ow and condition рес 

major routes orhorcughares Main 
‘rope tance tothe rex сиг to avoid 
типо scent he even 

ops The accepti ишке is 1 cor 
Spar боп фе sext vele. The right 
Spend must be оннун a the tme in 
“nous ro sitions 


suddenly need a banery ‘cause your 
Vehicle stalled ln the middle of the 
Toad? ar that you just бот have the 
uy a mew battery? Worry no 
Morel For your FREE battery door to 
"oor delivery and installation, cell 
Motolite Expres Had 
ratae dall for Мата Manila сх 
‘only. Motolite Express Hatid 
МЗ, becas you I never know 
ben yon need ane... 
"Movie offers wide range of bat 
teres for jour specific woods. Vt 


Dues nationwide. 
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Banks’ bad loans declining 


SPV law allowed sector to dispose of bad assets : 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BAD LOANS-TO-TOTAL LOANS 

ratio of Ph 

hit a new eight-year low 

cent in February from 8.43 percent in 
ve Bangko Sentral ng Pili 

pinas reported yesterday. 

‘This was also better by 3.52 per- 
‘centage points than the 11.79 percent. 
posted in the same month last year. 

"The decine in the banks bad loans 
ratio in February was attributed to the 
15 percent drop in nonperforming 
loans and а 04-percent rise in total ioan 
from month ago level, the BSP noted. 

In nominal terms, the sectors NPLs 
declined to P158.68 billion while its 
total loan portfolio inched up to 
P192 trillion from the January levels. 


PNB profit up 
75% to P627.5M 


PHILIPPINE NATIONAL BANK MARKED ITS 
third straight year of profitability in 2005 
with а net income of P627.5 million, up 75 
percent from year-ago level 

“The bank said it was targeting a 25-percent 

et income this year. 

rease last year was fueled bya 
62-percent growth in net interest margin to 
P5.2 billion. Interest income went up by 21 
percent to Р11.1 billion while interest ex- 
pense dropped by 3 percent to P5.8 billion, 
due to the significant growth in low-cost de- 
posits. 

Its non-performing loans slid to 23 percent 
from 40 percent, while capital adequacy ratio 
was kept at 17.2 percent, higher than the 10 
percent minimum prescribed by the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas. 

PNB, once the country’s biggest bank, now 
ranks fifth with total resources of P223 billion. 
as of end-2005. Doris C. Dumlao 


Irwaived the doc: 


Net of inter-bank loans, the total NPL 
ratio also eased to 10.19 percent from 
10.35 percent a month ago. 

The sectors NPL ratio peaked at 
1881 percent in October 2001 but 
started to ease last year as the Special 
Purpose Vehicle (SPV) framework al- 
lowed banks to clean up about Р95 
billion in bad assets. 

The SPV Law waived some of the 
taxes and reduced fees usually col- 
lected in the sale or transfer of assets. 

mentary stamp tax, 
capital gains tax and VAT (expanded 
value added tax) and reduced the 
registration/transfer fees by 50 per- 
cent. The law expired last April but 
Congress passed a law extending its 
effectivity for two more years. 

Inthe meantime, the raioofrestruc 


tion amounting to P50.56 billion 


lion. 


tured loans to the banks’ total loop 
portfolio slid to 516 percent in Feb 
Ay from a month аро $26 percent a 
restructured loans fell by 1.6 percent; * 

Nonperforming restructured loan 
roseby 1.4 percent during the monti 

As of end February; the sectors tö- 
tal restructured loans stood at P99.33 
billion, with the nonperforming pot; 


Similarly, the industry's nonpert 
forming assetto-total assets rado 
slightly rose to 8.74 percent from 
8.71 percent as the bad assets int 
creased by 0.2 percent to P346.06 ЪЁ: 


‘Banks also boosted their provisiofie 
ing levels, leading to stronger NPL 
and NPL coverage ratios of 79.27 per- 
cent and 42.54 percent, respectively: 
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Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


A peek at Isuzu’s diesel hybrid truck 


By Charles E. Buban. 


ODAYS DIESEL EN- 
| gines not only are more 
rugged, powerful, 
durable and reliable but also use 
fuel much. more efficiently. 
Thus, they should be part of the 
solution to improving fuel effi- 
dency and reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions, according to 
Isuzu Philippines Corp. VP for 
corporate business Arthur Bal- 
madrid. 

During the 2nd Manila International 
Auto Show held last weekend at the 
World Trade Center in Pasay Ску, Bal- 
madrid told the Iuguma that companies 
like Isuzu are making significant head- 
way in developing low-pollution diese 
fed vehicles to protect the environment. 

‘Among these recent achievements is 
the Ef Diesel hybrid, a light truck pow- 
егей by a diesel engine and assisted by 
an electric motor (IPC displayed one dur- 


WHEN THE TOYOTA RAV4 MADE ITS 
debut in 1994, it paved the way for a new 
genre of sport utility vehicles: the com- 
pact 4x4 SUV The original RAV4 was 
‘cutesy, appealing to the younger set and 
the young-at-heart with its in-your-face, 
fun-to-drive panache, junior size and 
nimbleness. 

The second generation RAV4 was not 
much bigger than the orig and was still a 
soft-roader not designed for rainforest 
and mud pitcrosing adventures al- 
though it was no longer built on a car 
platform. It was not as cutesy, but was 
still widely regarded as a chick car. 

Now comes the 2006 RAV4, top billed 
by Toyota as “The Great SUV” The third 
generation RAVA has literally grown up, 
being 355 mm longer, 110 (for the 4x2) 
ог70 mm (for the 4x4) wider and 65 mm 
Taller than its predecessor while its 
‘wheelbase was increased by 170 mm to 
2660 mm for more rear passenger leg 


Outgrown 


All of which implies that the RAV4 has 
outgrown its individualistic Generation 


FOR YOUR HOLY WEEK DRIVE... 


ISUZU ELF diese! hybrid: one of the most efficient and environment-friendly 


commercial vehicles in the market today 
ing the auto show although the company 
has not yet set a date when it will be 
available in the market) 

"This latest addition to Isuzu's lineup 
of Elf low-pollution light-duty trucks 
achieves low carbon dioxide emission 


levels (a reduction of around 25 percent) 
and high fuel efficiency (an improve- 
ment of around 35 percent). Its very 
possible to market these trucks here 
since they use diesel for fuel, need no 
special infrastructure and can be ser- 


viced anywhere," explained Balmadrid. 
Ultra-low PM emissi 
Based on Japan's exhaust emission 


its low gas emissions, as an "excellent 
low pollution vehicle. 

Both PM and NOx—two main pollu- 
tants released by diesel engines—causea 
wide variety of health and environmen- 
tal like asthma and other respiratory ill- 
nessas well as the formation of smog and 
acid rain. 

The Elf diesel hybrid is based on 
Isuzis 4.8-iter, 127 horsepower 4HL1 
diesel engine that is mated to a 25.5-kilo- 
watt electric motor called the Smoother- 
Eautomatic shift. 


How the Elf works 

Here's how the vehicle works: When 
starting and accelerating, or when the 
engine is under a heavy load, the vehicle 
runs on both the engine and electric mo- 


The RAV4 grows up 


Y positioning and is now being marketed 
asa yuppie SUV for smart, upscale young 
parents with two or three small kids. In 
other words, more young family-orient- 
ed with more passenger and cargo room 
and a bigger, stronger engine, for keener 
competition with the Nissan X-Trail and 
Honda CR. 

Viewed frontally, the new RAV4 with 
its honeycomb grille looks almost the 
same as the preceding model. But when 
you see it full-length, then you realize 
that it has grown. The tailgate with the 
rear door-mounted spare tire appears 
similar, too, were it not for the larger, 
boomerang-shaped tail lights. You can 
distinguish the new 4x4 RAV4 from the 
4x2 not only by the insignia on the back, 
but also by the presence of color-keyed 
overfenders—the 4x2 has none. 

‘Under the hood throbs Toyota's 2.4- 
liter VVF- (Variable Valve-Timing-intelli 
gent) 4-cylinder, in-line DOHC, 16-valve 
gasoline engine capable of 224 
Nm/4,000 rpm peak torque and 170 
'hp/6,000 rpm, up from the previous 2.0- 
liter engine's 148 hp. The 4-speed auto- 


ON THE 
ROAD 


Aida Sevilla- А 
Mendoza | os 


matic transmission—the new RAV4 
comes with AT only—of both the 4x2 and. 
4x4 models has Super ECT (electronic- 
controlled transmission). Electronic 
power steering and cruise control are 
standard. Top speed is still rated at 185 
kph. 
Smooth 

Despite the increase in size and 
weight, the new RAV4 drives as smoothly 
as the outgoing model with carlike riding 
‘comfort. Trace this to the tensile strength 
of the rigid body, the supportively uph 
stered seats and the McPherson strut e 
suspension up front and trailing-type 
double wishbone coil suspension at the 
rear. Disc brakes front and rear provide 


[ 
1 
1 
1 


adequate stopping power. 

When the front wheels start to slip on 
rough terrain, the 4WD system progres- 
sively transfers torque to the rear axle. 
Pressing a dashboard-mounted button 
lods the center differential into 4x4 
mode for more traction. Otherwise, оп 
paved roads, the RAVA is in front-wheel- 
drive default mode. Unlike the RAV4 
‘units sold in Malaysia, however, those 
sold here are not equipped with the 
Downhill Assist Control system that 
greatly improves the vehicles off-road 
ability 

‘That the new RAV4 targets the young 
family market is obvious when you in- 
spect the cabin. The snazzy three-tiered 
ортоп meters may catch your eye, but 
‘what really impressed me was the enor- 
‘mous leg room at the rear. The back seat 
сап be reclined for passengers to lean 
back and stretch their legs. It can also be 
folded flat or slid back and forth to in 
crease cargo space. 


Class 


Executive dass touches are supplied 
by the three-spoke steering wheel 


tor using battery power. Fuel efficiency is 
achieved when the vehicle starts to run 
at а constant speed as the Smoother-E 
‘automatic shift changes speed automati- 
cally for optimum fuel economy. 

When decelerating, the vehicle's 
‘Smoother-E automatic shift automatical- 
ly disengages clutch to prevent loss of re- 
generative energy while charging the 
battery at the same time. When the vehi- 
де is idle, shifting the lever into the N 
(neutral) position will not only stop the 
engine automatically [shifting the lever. 
back to D (drive) restarts the engine], 
but also will reduce the vehicle's emis- 
sion and improve fuel economy. 

‘With the Elf diesel hybrid already run- 
ning on Japanese roads since last year, 
Balmadrid said it would not be long be- 
fore the Philippines would also be able to 
enjoy the benefits that this type of vehi- 
Че could give to our environment. 

"But as the research in the area of 
diesel hybrid is progressing, Isuzu will 
continue in pursuing more promising ге- 
search to improve performance, efficien 
су and fuel utilization in today's diesel 
engines," promised Balmadrid. 


integrated audio (for the МРЗ com 
pactible 6-disc in-dash CD player/tuner) 
and cruise controls, the aircon system 
with independent driver and passenger 
controls and the 10-way power driver 
seat, Premium leather and metallic trim 


ment panel. 

But itis in safety features that the new 
RAV4 outshines the competition. The 
4x4 model has not only driver and front > 
passenger SRS airbags, but also curtain ^ 
Shield and side airbags. ABS with EBD is 
standard on both the 4x2 and 4x4 vari- 
ants, ditto head-impact protection; im- 
pactabsorbing body, 3-point ELR seat- 
belts fore and aft and an engine immobi 


АП these goodies come at а price: 
1,785,000 for the 4x4 and P1,425,000 
for the 4x2. Despite this SRP will the new 
RAV4 grab pole position in the compact 
SUV market? Only time and sales records =; 
will tell. 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: Sup- 
port the right to arm bears! 


New tires and old tricks 


THE NOISE OF THE ВАЦУВШЕ — — — — — 
хета WRX Sti was really becom- 


down thelong suaight and then ele- 


1 
1 ing a distraction. It would hurle 
1 


RAPIDE EMERGENCY NOS: : 


1 


its of traction were compelling to 
say the least. 
T would have to wait for my turn 
the four-wheel, turbocharged 
rally replica and it was my sincer- 


My DRIFT 


Andre Palma 


for a larger contact surface during 
raised lateral уз. A prominent cen 
fer post ensures table feedback to 
the’ driver especially during 
Speeds close to the 270-oh rating 
fhe tire. Much like the hand cut 
grooves of the WRC ures of 
Yesteryear, smaller inside blocks 
sist he rest of the tread pattem 
фу helping evacuate standing wa 
т. AÍ of these features are fo- 
aed bythe new sport compound 
formulation used by Michelin 
Called Formula G, the system i 
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est wish to get behind the pedals and let slip 
the dogs of slide myself. Right at the moment 
though, | was in a rather tame Nissan Teana 
executive sedan, plodding along an adjacent 
Noise, Vibration and Harshness test track at a 
decent clip, but nothing that would not fuss 
my mother-in-law though. 

"please listen to the lack of low frequency 
noise,” said the Michelin test driver, “and 
now we will turn off the engine so 

1 wanted to ask him if 


gine. Listen intently did. 

‘Welcome, ladies and gentlemen, to the 
press launch of the new Michelin Pilot Prece- 
da. Held at the Taiwanese governments Auto- 
motive Research and Test Center in Lugang, 
Changhua County the event brought together. 
dealers and media from various parts of the 
‘Asia-Pacific region and displayed the new 
technologies and improved ability ofthis sec 
ond generation Preceda. 


At the entry level 
Before you go ош and swap your current 
rubber for these tires, we must put the prod- 
‘et into perspective. While being a bonafide 
member of the Plo lineup, Michelin's perfor- 
mance нге family, is it at the етту level of the 
Hierarchy. Above the Preceda in both price 
and performance are three very capable tires, 
the Forsche OE Pilot Sport 2, the 300-kph rat 
ed street-legal Pilot Sport Cup and the four. 
rove Michelin FI, used in the race series of 
he same designation 
‘What the Preceda has over its fast fleet 
brethren is йз adequate level of comfort and 
rather surprising level of ride silence. A the 
феап of its ability are the advances made in 
tread pattern and compound. Being an asym- 
metrical design allows the tire to specifically 
deal with the load and grip issues of either 
Side of the car when cornering, resulting in a 
progressive and accurate character in sport- 
Ingeonditions. 
Š he large blocks on the tres outside allow 


fuses a confidential amount and type of silica 

to the black carbon mixture of their tires 
that evens out the compound on the molecu- 
lar level. 


Good example 

‘Allin al, the product is a good example of 
anentry level sport tire for a wide range of ap- 
plications. Again, there are better tres out 
there for more specific uses, bur if you want 
Something that can deal with the demands for 
both comfort and pace, this is something 
worth a ty. 

"The comfort and silence characteristics of 
this tire are what should sell it го the mass 
market, but its ability ar speed makes it inter- 
esting for wishing to motor in a more motivat- 
ef manner, something successfully imprint- 
°й, with a searing hot brand, into ће long- 
ferm memory of this jaded motoring hack. 
How'd they do it? 

Simpie, 1 occupied the passenger seat of 
the Impreza, with Michelin's Asia Pacific 
Motorsport head Regis Jeandenand at the 
wheel. The two of us are having a rather la- 
bored’ conversation somewhere over 200 
kph. "Look here, see,” said my wheelman, 
"it is straight at over 200," taking both 
hands off from the Su's steering wheel. 1 
think he also asked if I noticed that it was a 
silent tire at such a ludicrous speed. Not 
that could tell ofcourse, as the cabin of the 
Impreza went deathly mute and all I could 
hear was my heart about to burst ош of my 
chest, 


FULL 
TANK 


Al Mendoza & 


DUE TO SPACE LIMITATION, AL MEN- 
doza's column will appear next week. 
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galam sa Т 


Our dearly beloved, 
Robert "Uncle Bob" Stewart, ; 
is now in the loving arms of our Creator. 


May He be glorified by the life i 
at our Uncle Bob lived and by the way 
: he has touched our hearts. 


(зоб, founder of GMA 7, died in Phoenix, Arizona on April 
006. His remains will be brought to Manila on April 29. 


Kapuso ng bawat Pilipino 


— 
z mme 
SIL Ал obituary with a ше | Ee e£ 
can be a fitting tribute { “Come to Me, all are weary and burdened, @ 
C. to your departed loved one. rest." Matthew 11:28 
? 


екет | Adela Morales Dizon, M.D. 


Message of Thanks 
INQuiRER OBITUARIES 


Peacefully joined our Creator 
OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


O Copy of Death Cerificate оп April 10, 2006 We, the family of the late 
© Any identification document (LD) at the age of 92. 


Her bereaved sister, Rufina Morales; her 
МЕ ACCEPT CREDIT СА! E 
| Lave рыс” children Mercy & Ferdie, Minda, Мае & 
(sere у! Charlie, Boy & Den and Medy; her 


тритони | grandchildren Francis, Maris, Paul, Chariz and EEO 
КЕ: Paula her relatives and friends request the pious | Retired Philippine Airlines Boeing 747-400 Captain 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. | He е 
Her remains lie in state at the Dizon residencein | Of Taguegarao, Cagayan 
Т "For God so loved the world, Cabambangan, Bacolor, Pampanga. : 
Sete pus tie өү ирими кш А РЕ who peacefully joined his Creator 
veo ee rment will be on April 16,2006 at the Bacolor 
зоп, пас wee eat nate | 1} Catholic Cemetery at 11:00 am. : on March 22, 2006 
everlasting Me.” John 316 A 
wish to express our heartfelt gratitude 
and sincerest appreciation to all those who offered 
Masses and prayers, sent flowers and messages of sympathy 
and who in countless ways, condoled with 
and comforted us in our 
hour of bereavement. 


Inside information WATCHES 
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Finally, a workshop that will re- day only is allowed, but people e ER 
veal inside information on are encouraged to attend the am thé v | LAF P INC 
Sure-fire ways to save money whole program. " ези A FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
‘without compromising your in- The seminar will have as its = Tel. Nos. Quezon Сау : 712-3001 * 743-6502 
Tegrity, Don't miss this very resource lecturer Prof. Emy Lene 
арок slated on Мау Maestro, CPA; Pounder of Tax d 
Skands 1-5 pam. at Holiday Accountant Society, the Na- Classified Ads on Pages 
Тап Galleria Manila, Ortigas. tional Organization of BIR pem BAD 
etre ийзе ишш леше Тш Ара a А-7, А-8, А-13, | | amare | сыс имен | шшш. 
s ing Chairman of Auditor ng 
S since Day 1: Later Бии and author of 14 books i Е ће. алоо | овас Guns uter 
‘Third Notice; Responsibility of This seminar is sponsored by FLU 
Bookkeepers, Accountants Au- Porter and Miles, Inc, а pre- 
ore Company Officers; Day mier training company on 
stor lingerReportfinvest, business, management, mar- 
йон; Notice for Informal keting, sales and human 
Eehterence; Preliminaryand Fi resource development with of- 
cat Assessment Note, Day 3: fice address at Suite 2502-C : 3 h 
МК Subpoena Duces Tecum; Tektite Tower East, Ortigas | SU DET VISOT y leadership enhancement 
DOJ Fiscal Duces Tecum; Pre Center, Please call Mercy at А - 
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UN urges freer flow of workers 


Relaxing laws on movement seen to aid developing nations to JG Summit 


of its 2006 Economic and Social Survey 


yesterday 
AN ARM OF THE UNITED NATIONS 18 

‘urging the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) to step up efforts toward freeing 
the flow of workers among member 
economies, stressing that the potential 
overseas remittances to be gained may 
be enough to lift many developing 
countries ike the Philippines. 

"(The liberalization of movement of 
persons) has an important development 
dimension, and countries like the Philip- 
pines that have a good base of skilled 
Workers would benefi from (such) a for- 
nal agreement” said economist George 
Manzano, speaking forthe United Nations 
Economic and Socal Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific (Escap) during the release 


‘workers, Manzano said. 


NOTICE OF ANNUAL STOCKHOLDERS’ MEETING 


койг shel tht he annual meeting of ck of this Corporation v 
Fate on Apri 25, 2000, Toesday, 40 pm. a бе 19th Floor, PSBank Center, 
o Paseo де Roxas corner Sedeo SL, Makali Cy, to pass upon the fling ates: 


1. Approval al the Minutes ot the Ann боен Meeting held on Ai 28, 2005; 
1. Anual report tthe Stokes 
| 3. Coleman ofall acs fhe Board af Director, the хене Commitee 
‘nd the Mangement 

4. Het fhe members of th Boor of Dire 
| 5: Amendments to Arcis of ncporan and Code f By Ln 
| E Appiniment ofthe Саспа! Aur 

2 Other mates. 

In case you canet attend the meeting in persan and you wish to be represented thereat, 
пы) deste you auorzed presente by submit з peasy instrament to the 
Туйе othe Corporate Secretary, 3nd Foor, PSBank Center, 777 Paseo de Rows 
camer Sedeho St, Makati Ciy: 


Only stocker record aš of March 13, 2006 shal eel о vole in ihe meng, 


Corporate Secretary 


Manzano said the proposed liberaliza- 
tion of the movement of persons has been 
displaced in the WTO agenda by security 
issues. Although there is a need to raise 
the level of security amid international 
threats of terrorism, Manzano said Escap 
‘would stil want to pursue the need to lib- 
cralize overseas employment. 

Escap is pushing countries, especially 
developed ones, to relax restrictions on 
permanent employment of foreign 


He explained that overseas remittances 
tend to grow during times of low econom- 
ie growth of home countries, as overseas 
‘workers are prompted to send more mon- 
ey to better support their families. 


nomic output, Manzano added. 


support economic growth. 


growth, Manzano said. 


lion; and Thailand, $16 bilion. 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THETRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT WILL. 
borrow funds from the cash-rich National De- 
velopment Co. (NDC) to jumpstart the airport 
project that is expected to improve commerce 
in northern Mindanao. 

Speaking to reporters recently Department. 
of Transportation and Communications 
(DOTC) Assistant Secretary Robert Cas- 
tafiares said that up to P869 million will be 
sourced from the NDC to fund the initial 
phase of the Laguindingan airport project. 

"This will be a bridge financing facility" he 
said, explaining that this is apart from the 
P100 million in equity which the DOTC has 
already poured into the project. 

The Laguindingan airport in Misamis Ori 
ental is being eyed as a replacement for Ca- 
gayan de Oro City's Lumbia airport, which is 
stricken by limitations in operating capacity 

In particular, Lumbia—despite its proximi- 
ty to Cagayan de Oro—is situated on a 
plateau, and bounded on two sides by moun- 


High overseas remittances therefore 
will partially offset any decline in eco- 


He noted that some developing 
‘member-countries of Escap are partly 
dependent on overseas remittances to 


‘The $11.6 billion in overseas remit- 
tances that flowed into the Philippines. 
last year accounted for 13.7 percent of 
the country’s gross domestic product 


‘Other countries that benefited from 
huge overseas remittances last year were 
India, with $21.7 billion; China, $21.3 bi- 


‘Manzano said that the liberalization 
ofthe movement of persons would help 
Escap member-countries address the 


problem of weak trickle-down effect of 
‘economic growth on employment. 

In the 2006 Economic and Social Sur- 
wey Escap зай that while economic 
growth normally reduces the level of un- 
employment, “further analysis indicates a 
weakening relationship between econom- 
ic growth and employment creation" 
‘among various countries 

Should the liberalization of the 
movement of persons be adopted by the 
WTO, Manzano said, labor productivity 
and therefore economic growth, espe 
cially among developing countries, 
would be boosted. 

"He said Escap is likewise calling on 
governments to undertake measures 
that will reduce the transaction costs of 
sending overseas remittances. 


\ NDC to bankroll Mindanao airport 


tainous terrain, making it difficult for larger 
jet aircraft to fly in огош. 

'DOTC expects the project to cost as much 
as P5.8 billion. 

Castañares said that the planned 
Laguindingan airport, on the other hand, will 
be built on a plain 30 kilometers outside Ca- 
gayan de Oro. The future airports site will not 
have the hazards of the existing airport. 

He added that the airport will have a run- 
way of sufficient length to be classified as an 
international airport, although it will likely be 
used mainly as a regional hub for northern 
Mindanao. 

Castañares said the bidding for the 
Laguindingan airport project will start next 
month, and will likely take between three and 
four months to complet 

Actual construction of the airport will start 
in the first quarter of next year, and will run 
for two years. 

‘Groundbreaking on the new airport was al- 
ready held earlier this year with President 
Macapagal-Arroyo attending the ceremonies. 


S&P assigns 
B+ rating 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


JG SUMMIT HOLDINGS INC. OF THE 
Gokongwei family commands a stable out- 
look from Standard & Poor's Ratings Services, 
according to an analyst of the credit rating 
firm. 

S&P credit analyst Nancy Koh yesterday 
said in a statement that the stable outlook 
was due to expectations that JG Summits 
core subsidiaries would continue to prosper 
from “established market positions in their re- 
spective industry segments.” 

‘Also, S&P said it assigned a “B+” corporate 
credit rating to JG Summit. It likewise as- 
signed a "B4" rating to the company’s $300 
million in unsecured notes due in 2013. The 
notes were issued in January by JGSH Philip- 
pines Ltd., a special purpose vehicle wholly 
owned by JG Summit. 

Koh said the B+ rating on JG Summit re- 
flected heightened financial risk linked with 
the company's expansion and that of its sub- 
sidiaries in telecommunications and air trans- 
portation. 

JG Summit is invested in various sectors in- 
cluding branded consumer foods through 
Universal Robina Corp., property develop- 

ent through Robinsons Land Corp, 
telecommunications — through Digital 
Telecommunications Phils. Inc., and airlines 
through Cebu Pacific. 

‘The outlook also reflects the expectation 
that the group's liquidity position—or its abili- 
ty to convert assets readily into cash—will be 
sustained, and that it will maintain continued 
discipline in its investment portfolio, S&P said. 

‘What constrains the rating on JG Summit is 
the high level of transactions between related 
companies, volatile raw material costs and 
supply, and adverse foreign exchange move- 
ments, Koh said. 

“These weaknesses are, however, offset by 
the company's established domestic market po- 
sition in various core businesses, business diver- 
sification through key subsidiaries and ай 
ates, and a favorable cost structure she said. 
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'HION FREAKS SPECIAL 


Seven student 
photographers take 
hundreds of shots at 
the Philippin 

Week. Turn 

for our favorites 


LAST WEEK'S PHILIPPINE FASHION WEEK 
wasn't just exciting for models, designers, 
brands, professional photographers and fash- 
ion fans, it was also a special time for seven. 
young student photographers who were 
tasked to capture the shows with their lenses, 

Fashion Week, which was staged by Run- 
way Productions, was а 10-day celebration 
with shows held at The Ports NBC Tent and at 
Glorietta Activity Center. This year, it also 
launched the Student Photographers Appren- 
tic Program. Seven talented students from 
different colleges and universities were hand- 


POINTICS 


Fab femmes 
in the Queen City 


‘Text and photos by Bianca Consunji 
bI Correspondent 


» 
OR MANY FASHIONABLE CEBUANAS, 
Marco Polo Plaza was the place to go 


recently with the Cebu launching of Ку 


‘Metrobank’s Femme Visa, 

“The launch had a fashion show featuring 
the spring/summer collections of Stores Spe- 
cialists Inc.'s brands such as Salvatore Ferrag- * 
amo, Anne Klein, Diesel, Lacoste, Nine West, 
Jessica, Marks & Spencer, Polo Ralph Lauren, 
Laundry by Shelli Segal, and Springfield. The 
models strutted down the runway їп makeup 
from Bloom's latest makeup collection, cour- 
tesy of Beauty Bar. 

‘Aside from regular models, Metrobank also 
tapped some of Cebu's most popular and 
high-profile ladies to represent the ideal 


FAB FEMMES/C# 


ТЕЕ Quarterly beauty editor Cheryl Carcel 
‘and TV host Jaja Chiongbian 


Temperatures rose at the 
bU! headquarters as we 
dove headfirst into the fun 
and crazy world of fashion. 
We sent troops out to cover 
different fashion fiestas— 
from last week's Philippine 
Fashion Week, to SSIs stylish 


show in Cebu to Singapore's 
fab Fashion Festival. 

Hot models, stunning 
collections, dressing tips; 
eye candies—we have them 
all here in our Fashion 
Freaks special. 

PS. We also have a special 


1I Addict 


one-on-one with Carrie”: 


-Underwood. This American 


Idol, whose hit ‘Jesus Take : 
the Wheel topped the 
Billboard Country Singles 
chart for weeks; has а 
special message for 
everyone this Holy Week 


‘Slinky Preparty @ Boracay 


April 15 Slinky @ Boracay 


Anrli 20221  Hedkanill 


m UNO Lounge (Feat. DI Ace) 


Hed Kandi Beach House 
@ Boracay 


pariy @ Boracay 


Hey sue 
айт-айт 


Tamu tar 


Bora Bound 


Apm Chillout Session 


1pm  ManoMission 


(Feat, Manolet Dario a Bernard Месію) 


10pm Embassy Club goes to Bora 
Feat. 075 Martin Pulgar & Owens Sun} 


0pm Hiphop Might Feat. DI Darel) 


Addict Mobile subs get 
st SMART W 


By Pam Pastor 


LONG LINE OF PEOPLE IN. 
varying degrees of fashion 
expression snaked around 

‘The Tent at Ngee Ann City, patient- 
у waiting to be seated for the Top- 
shop Unique/Topman Design fash- 
ion show. It was the eighth day of 
‘the Singapore Fashion Festival 
2006, sponsored by the Singapore 
Tourism Board and produced in as- 
~ sociation with IMG Fashion-PICO. 

| British supermodel Lily Cole, the face of the 
festival, may have left Singapore by then but 
‘the enthusiasm for the 10-day fashion cele 
ration had not waned. Clearly. 

Tewas Singapore's sixth fashion festival and 
people tirelessly lined up day after day after 
day for the shows as they would for rock con- 
сепз. No big surprise. Because during SFE 
‘models and designers are rock stars and the 
runway is their stage. 

"The pre-show area, which had been deco- 
rated by Nokia to match its LAmour collec- 
tion, was busting with excitement” When 
told about the crowd waiting outside, Amir 
‘Afkami, international director of Arcadia 
Group Limited (the company that brings fash- 
ion goodness like Topshop, Topman, Dorothy 
Perkins and Miss Selfridge to the world), said, 
"Excellent Thats what we like to hear” 


Splashes of color 
The show unveiled UK high street fashion 

brand Uniques Spring/Summer 2006 collec- 
tion to the Singapore market. The brand, 
which is said to bea favorite of Madonna, Bey- 
once and Gwyneth Paltrow, is Topshops most 
fashion-forward line. t was the first time 
Unique was shown outside London. There 
Niere a lot of fun pieces with splashes of col 
or skis with suspenders, an orange айап 
dress that wouldn't look out of place both in 
the city and on the beach, and eyelets 

* The same fashion show also highlighted 
pieces from Topman Design's new collec 
Eon. A lot of colors are in store for men this 
season—along with the injection of floral 
prints. Pinoy model Rocky Salumbides 
Grew audible gasps from the crowd as he 
walked onto the runway wearing a yellow © 
tank top emblazoned with palm trees. 5 

After the show, Rocky was spotted min- 

gling with people outside the tent. He was 


4 
\ 


Face of the 
festival Lily 
Cole had 
left by then 
but the tail 
end of the 
Singapore 
Fashion 
Festival 
was still 
опе rockin’ 
romp down 
the runway 


o FFD 


Drs 


wearing a black Vigan City shirt. Th 
pride for you. 

People left Ngee Ann City and walked over 
to Topshop and Topman’s Wisma Atria store 
for the after-party. Buckets filled to the brim 
with ice and bottles of beer, soda and water 
were strategically placed around the store. 
Girls sat down for manicures and other fun 
treats while others watched as jeans were cus- 
tomized right in front of their eyes. Topshop: 
fans ran around the store, rifling through 
racks, eager to take advantage of the gift 
vouchers that had been handed out along 
with the goodie bags. И was a thrill to see the 
collection which had just been paraded on the 
runway already on the racks, ready to be tried 
on and bought. 

While queuing at the cash register, a Cana- 
dian girl started talking to a group of British 

йе behind her. 

“1 love Topshop,” she said, her big eyes 

ing. 

“Do you have it in Canada?” one 

1s asked. 


ts Pinoy 


f the 


don't think 
ther" 
There was a collective gasp às the British 
irls tried to hout Top- 
shop. 
"What would you do, right?" Ms Canada 
asked. They all nodded solemn 


Phone-inspired fashion 

That evening, another line of people wait- 
ed for the next event—the Nokia fashion 
Show which was inspired by ГАлюш, Nokia's 
collection of fashion phones. The show, which 
began with the Amour commercial and а 
short dance number, featured pieces from the 
ek Calvin Klein's Spring/Summer collec 
tion clothes in rich neutrals that create an 
understated elegant look 

"The next day Robinsons opened its “Spring 
Inspiring” show with a Paris Hiltonesque mod: 
el. She made her way down th 
teased blonde hair bobbing be 
Sons used the show to launch four new brands 
Coast from the UK, Trucco from Spain, Part 
‘Two from Denmark and Machka from Turkey 


еу have Topshop in the US ei- 


|^ There was a lot of focus on layering—light lay- 


ers of cropped jackets and 
boleros and tanks, fitted sweatshirts and but- 
ton-downs. The Robinsons show was a study in 


‘and softness. 
Saturday night was а big night for the fash- 


By Pam Pastor 


ion festival as people returned to The Tent ex- 
citedly for the Diane von Furstenberg show. It 
did not only showcase her Fall 2006 Working 
Girl collection but also celebrated the arrival 
of her first store in Singapore, set to open in 
Takashimaya Department Store this month. 
Before the show, people milled about the 
cocktails area, enjoying the overflowing Moët 
‘et Chandon, which was the festival's official 
champagne. The sweet hors d'oeuvre carried 
VF lips logo bite-sized slices of creamy 
cheesecake with lips drawn on them and гей 
lip-shaped chocolate pieces with chocolate 
and strawberry filing. 


Iconic wrap dress 

The show was highly anticipated and it did 
пог disappoint. Aside from various incarna- 
tions of DVE' now iconic wrap dress (she in- 
troduced her jersey wrap dress іп New York in 
1972, sold five million of it by 1976 which re- 
sulted im her landing on the of 
Newsweek and the Wall Street Journal), oth- 
er memorable pieces include a smocked dot- 


E 
E 
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TOPSHOP 
Unique. 


ted chiffon dress, a black geisha wrap with 
red sash, tuxedo shorts and herringbone 
beaded jacket. But the biggest hits were un- 
doubtedly the pieces emblazoned with DVF's 
lips logo—the Midnight Kiss party dress, the 
Painted Lips crepe gown, the Painted lips 
crepe skirt, sexy pumps and even the lip- 
shaped patent purse that some of the models. 
carried. 

People couldn't stop talking about the 
clothes long after the curtain сай, 


Ruffles, ruffles and more ruffles 

‘The Couture Gems by Soo Kee and Style 
Weddings show kicked off Sunday, the last 
дау of the fashion festival. It was brilliant in 
concept. Singapore's top bridal designers 
Ted Wu, Frederick Lee and Kim of Divine Cou- 
ture—collaborated with Soo Kee Jewellery to 
design signature wedding bands inspired-by 
their latest bridal collections. The show itself 
жаз an explosion of ruffles, slits, Bshtails and 
pink bows. Yes, pink bows. 

‘Over 25 events in 10 days—and it all came 
toan end with Missoni's new collection which 
маз presented at the closing show, fresh from 
Milan Fashion Week. Fashion's big heart was 
evident at the Missoni show, where they be- 
gan the night with a call to raise awareness 
about the condition of physically disabled 
children in Singapore. Missoni Singapore has 
adopted the Society for the Physically Dis- 
abled and is asking people for help. А video af 
the young beneficiaries was shown as differ- 
ent personalities from Singapore—artists, 
celebrities and even ex-models—hit the ramp 
for a good cause. A haunting version of the 
song "Que Sera Sera” played and soon, the 
main show was underway. Pieces were both 
classic Missoni and modern— light, colorful, 
breezy fabrics, playful patterns, striped shirts 
and dresses, bikinis and trunks, eye candy in. 
various forms. 

Once again, Rocky Salumbides! fans were 
in fall force. He elicited wolf whistles and 
even screams from the crowd. 

‘The Missoni show—and this year's Singa- 
pore Fashion Festival closed to thunderous 
applause. The models posed for one final pho 
to before making their exit, their shrieks of ju- 
bilarion heard from backstage. 

‘The Singapore Fashion Festival was pretty 
much like the famous Singapore Sling—a 
wild mix, a variety of fashion flavors coming 
together for a grand old good time. 


Email the duthor at ppostorQinquirer 
com ph. 
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NYONE WITH A MAP CAN FIND SINGAPORE'S GIGANTIC 
malls. That’s a no-brainer. But uncovering some of the city's big 


boutique secrets isa greater thrill 


Our hot finds? Philip Starck-designed sneakers, black Puma pants that 
reveal patterns when pressed against your body, Nudie jeans and other 
great Nordic selections, sushi keychains and crazy fun Lomo cams. 


# Venue. 
Location: 44 Club St. Singapore 
The digits: 46563230640 
The details: Puma has been rocking the fash- 
jon boat with some hot collaborations, and 
Venue houses a lot of them—Puma and 
^| Nell Barrett's 96 Hours, Puma and Christy 
Turlington's Nuala, Puma and Philip Star- 
cs Puma Starck, Puma by Yasuhiro Mi- 
1. hara and soon, Puma by Alexander Mc- 
У Queen. 
Hol picks: Jackets from 96 Hours, Rastrel 
los WNS by 96 Hours (they were inspired by 
"60s motor boots), yoga wear that can double as 
‘lounge wear from Nuala, the magic pants and 
1 Puma Starck shoes 
|; Extras: Venue will open a new store soon at Or- 
j chard Road. 


$ Virtual visit: wwwvenuscomsg ge 


MS 


| 


hoa 


Location: 22 Ann Siang Rd. 
‘Singapore 

The digits: +6563242289 
The details: Experimenta, 
contemporary, fun, even 
slighty crazy. The Asylum. 
feels almost like your rich 
eccentric friend's house, i 
she put together ай her hot 


1 from ali her travels in one room. There are clothes, CDs, books, 


Mark your maps. Fashion-forward 


Singapore is home not just to gigantic malls 


-— but boutiques of quality and quirky bounty 


Style Nordic 


Locatlon: 39 Ann Siang 


* Rd. Singapore 


' digits: +6564239114 
| The detalis: Style Nordic 
brought to Singapore dit- 
ferent brands from Swe- 


беп, inland and Den- 


mark, providing a sampler 
af ultra-cool Scandinavian 
design under one roo. Its 


"amad mix of fab things: 


clothes, tableware, chairs 
and even carpets. Manag- 
ing director Jonas Erics- 
son wants to provide “an 
eagle shopping experi 


ence for jaded con- 


shoes, accessories, magazines and a whole siew of fun, artsy selec- 
tons. The piace is occasionally transformed ito a gallery and is a fa- 


vorite venue tor events launching emerging young artists. 


Hel picks: Kubrick toys. Visionaire colctibis, 


sores, sushi keychains. Book Smarts notebooks and Lomo cams 
‘Virtual visit: www theasylum.com sg, This ia В a must visit Its al- 


j Most as fun as being in the store. 


acces 


Rodebjer 
Virtual visit: 


wenwstylenordic com 


Kateha handmade carpits, 
Offect chairs, clothes by 
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LIFESTYLE 


Chatting 


with a 


toD тап! 


fee hats coming in atthe moment” 
à ust-haves for men? "They must have 
Arcadia Group tin e nae йыз, cool Pas Tak 
кеш were talking about layers on top of that A si 
Limited's Amir Табриз e EDs оюк A 
е ‘wear these very thin scarves atthe mo- 
Afkami talks about ment. shoes are very much [dependent on] peo- 
ples tastes, so that can go in different directions. 
Topman, the iot of people Ше wearing branded Converse 
E ‘Sur looking type of meskes while some of 
them are wearing pointy shoes.” 
Philippine market and 9enze meme the fashion бише of 
men seems bright. "Men are becoming more 
hot essentials that ре se there understanding fashion more 


men should be buying "ddsiryeessessfris 


‘By Pam Pastor 


MIR AFKAMI DOESN'T HAVE 

‘easy. As group international 

irector of Arcadia Group 
Limited—the company behind 
brands like Topshop, Topman, 
Dorothy Perkins and Miss Self- 
ridge—it is his responsibility to take 
care of these brands outside the UK. 
But he seems to enjoy the job. 

‘in an interview before the Topman/ Topshop 
show at the recent Singapore Fashion Festival, 
Akami, who was wearing a Topman suit, talked 
about Topman, the Philippine market and hot es- 
‘sentials that men should be buying. 

"Topshop and Topman have been in the Philip- 
‘pines for a few years now and Afkami says they 
шге pleased with the local market and with the 
Robinson's group, which helped them bring the 
labels to the country. 

“We are very happy with how were working 
with Robinson's, The customers in Manila gen- 
uinely want to be fashionable. They're on the 
‘edge, they don't know if they want to do it or not. 
‘They goin and they eed to be encouraged with- 
ithe sore. Thats where the staff comes ino 
help them go over that barrier" 

He says that Pinoy shoppers are like other 
young shoppers in the world, too. “Everyone 
Wants tobe independent. As a young person, you 
‘want your independence, you want to be cool, 
ou want to be seen, you want to stand ош. The 
way that's expressed is through what you wear.” 

"fami admits that ying to find one's fashion 
identity can be hard. "Men's wear is difficult. 
Men go in and ifthere are too many choices, they 
find it dificult to make a decision.” 

But Topman might have the answers. "Тор. 
han his developed quite strongly over the past 
few years. Its got atitude as а brand. Is not just 
a men's wear brand. Its very brave its got coura- 
geous designs.” 

"Ibpman's new collections offer alo of color 
and interesting choices for men. "The ranges this 
Season are very, very attractive. Theyre colorful. 
What young men Want is not jus another same 
old Tshirt. They want something that makes 
them standout, bur nor so much that their mates 
point to them," Afkami says. 

Не talks about two emerging tends—the 
preference for dressing а Ийе more formally and 
е erum of drainpipes. “There's а litte more 
tendency for formal dresing maybe a jacket 
‘with your denims, with a casual shirt, And an. 
ther hing is, were now going back to the drain- 
Pipes, staightlegged pants. We're seeing more 
and more of that.” 


Like many he believes that music plays a part 7 » M nr 
in shaping fashion. “The influences are the indie J lis p, (e VV 
ands of the тошеп. Young guys wearing 3 ГЭ лу = Sint 


„cardigan on top of a Tebist- thats the kind of rf 


9 эче at Timezone when you buy specially marked packs of M&M's® 
Truxe looks for les: | chocolate candies. It’s FREE...here’s how: 


аала Collect specially marked wrappers of M&M's® chocolate candies & exchange them for 


paraded down the runway hel, most of us FREE M&M's? powercards at any Timezone outlet nationwide! 
tant Butyou can active rum looks ona " : " 
hel А Want more FUN?! - These powercards are re-loadable! 


CK CALVIN KLEIN Ü ` Toclaimyour special edition powercards, simply buy specially marked packs of M&iM's® chocolate candies & surrender 
Overall look: Understated elegance the marked wrappers in any Timezone outlet nationwide. Refer to the chart below to avail of this special offer. 
Key pieces: Basics in neutrals and khakis 


Pocket-rlendly alternatives: Giordano. 


jg | * Valid on yellow-swiper" 
Benen, yo Kameta, Pls an res Collect any of the following | "оу Yellow-suiper дате are 


%® : 

DIANE VON FURSTENBERG M&M's® wrappers: poe EET M 

ко via + 6 (40g) packs of M&M'S? | атое 
Key pleces: Wrap dresses, of course, E se arcade games. 

ana skins with wia prints 3 (100g) packs of M&M's 


soo тену erai cute - 2(200g) packs of M&M’s® | Your promo powercard wili not ` 
emme, X by Vic Barba, Kashleca, Kari- М ^ be honored when swiped 
Pradon, Pel Monde and Uraan acd Co. 1 (202.59) pack of M&M's? | super and blue swipe 
es * 1(240g) pack of M&M’s® 3 is bettor in 
‘Overall look: "Тт going ona cruise nd | ч ж, о! 
might ever come 
Koy placos: Соот тів, sped anything 
Pocket-tiondlyateratives: Luly Tan 
Gan or те киз, VRYS for the stipes and 
bold solars 


‘TOPSHOP UNIQUE/TOPMAN DESIGN 
‘Overall took: Edgy high street glam. 
Key places: Colorful button-downs for 
теп, fun, flirty pieces for giris 
Pockat-trlendly alternatives: For men, 
Solo, Details Trading and Novecento. Рог 
‘women, Freeway, XY Shop, Tango 
But, of cours, the best place to visit 
would be your favorite ukay haunt— ust be 


ready for dust and hours of digo 
‘Bianca Consunji and Pam Pastor 


PINK caftan. 
paired with floral 
pink bikini 
bottoms from 
Marks & Spencer 


mmes 


Metrobank woman—the “Woman on top.” 
Nine women were chosen: “Style File” television 
33, host Jaja Chongbian, furniture manufacturer So 
У nia Yuvallos, businesswoman June Ugarte, fur- 
j mure manufacturer and fashion boutique 
+," owner Sandy Puray entrepreneur Therese 
Sabara, ` Havaianas distribwor Aimil 
Sarmiento, pastry chef Gayle Urgello, and 
‘sisters Leigh and Cheryl Carcel, 
Leigh Carcel, who is a lingerie and 
! swimwear designer, is features editor of 
‚Тее Quarterly magazine, while Cheryl is 
3 a medical doctor and Beauty/Trends edi- 
3 tor ofthe same publication. 
The event, hosted by Miss World run- 
a ner-up Karla Bautista, had guests sam 
ilar mus er D 2 pling Beauty Bar makeovers and even 
ae ray ч Î fortunetelling. Lucky guests also won 
Beauty Bar products, Nine West bags and 
4! Ferragamo products. The Femme of the 
^" Night, Cebus Margot Osmeha, won a 
weekend stay at the Marco Polo Plaza. 
Metrobank Femme Visa features a credit finance. 
system tailor-made for women-on-the-go. Cardholders 
are given priority access to job openings suitable to their 
‘Qualifications via the JobsDB alert service, Metrobank al 
So holds Career Femme Sessions exclusively for йз target 
market, covering topics such as financial management, 
career strategies, plus fashion and beauty tips. 

Another service, Femme Works, provides discounts, cash 
coupons and free items to cardholders, This is different 
from the Femme Rewards, wherein members сап exchange 
credit points for items of their choice, and the monthly Fab 
Femme Friends selection, which entities a monthly winner 
to either a P10,000 shopping credit to her Metrobank 
Femme Visa ora makeover by Mega magazine. 

“The event was led by Metrobank president Anne Young, 
and the Card Corporation team composed of chair Cindy 
Valenzuela, ісе chair Angie Dy-Bunco frst vice president 
oy Alda, assistant vice president Tina Perez, and Femme 
brand manager Alesandea Ty 


inthe 
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BATHROBE 
and box 

alvin Klein 
Underwear 


and casual 
fashion 
from 
Springfield 


RIGHT: elegant silk sheath 
from Laundry by Shelli Segal and 
accessories by Salvatore Ferragamo 
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FLIP-FLOP your way through summer. 


Sirac inet uadit 


Top choices 


WHAT COULD BE A BETTER TIME 
than during the summer season to show 
off those floral, striped and bright-col 
ored outfits? 

‘Topshop has а great summer collection. 
of stylish, up-to-the-minute shorts, capri 
pants, blouses, knitwear, jeans and skirts 
that spell effortless, hip style wherever you 


go. 
“Take a breather in Topshop's comfort 
able and stylish shorts, polo shirts, capri 
and jersey dresses. Liberty floral prints, 
candy spots and stripes are mixed with 
summer brights. The collection also in- 
dudes floral dresses and ulta-feminine 
blouses, and its 60s hip revival of pop art 
pieces, spots and stripes on shift dresses, 
shell ops, pencil skirts and skinny jeans. 
"Topshop stores are in Robinsons Galle- 
Î ria, Robinsons Place Manila, Shangri-La 
Mall, Glorietta П, The Podium, The Power 
Plant Mall and Alabang Town Center. Top 
man branches, meanwhile, are located at 
Robinsons Galleria, Robinsons Place 
Manila, The Podium and the Power Plant 
Mall. 


RIPES hit the 


L „эш 
SUMMER dress with a 
twist 


New promo deadline 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION ОР and why they would like to conquer that fear. 


entries to the Challenge the Bert Lozada 
Е Swim School (BLSS) has been extended to 
6pm. April 21. 
Free swimming lessons will Бе given to 15 
мето Manila readers who will submit the 
best essays on how much they fear the water 


"The promo is jointly sponsored by BLSS. 
and the Philippine Daily inquirer. 

Call the numm Marketing Depart 
ment, 8978808 loc. 259 or 263; or the 
BLSS at 0917-700SWIM (7946), 5891982, 
5635532 and 5628041, 


for your body type isthe key to 


"real" bodies, choosing the 
сш, color and style are key to 


2006 takes you. 


has а swimsuit for just about 
body type. 


the best swimsuit for you this 
mer: 


BUYING THE RIGHT SWIMSUIT 


ing good in swimwear. No one, 
for a blessed few, looks perfect in 
swimwear, For those of us who have 


ing and feeling great on the beach, 
by the pool ог anywhere Summer 
Sassa has launched its 2006 swim- 


suit collection with real women with 
real bodies in mind. The collection 


Here are a few tips on how to get 


* Before buying a swimsuit take 
note of where your eye is first drawn. 


‘BIKINIS add length to legs for petite ladies 
down the hips. 


ST 


to on the suit. Chances are when peo- 
ple look at you wearing it, thats the. 
first place their eyes will fall as well 
Make sure you are accentuating the. 
best parts of your figure and not the 
parts you'd rather keep to yourself. 

* То give yourself а boost in the 
‘bust area, Sassa has taken the partic- 
ular needs of its customers in mind by 
adding special removable "bust en- 
hancing' pads to а number of its 
swimsuit tops. 

* For those with heavy hips, thighs. 
or backsides, boy shorts are not just 
good for hiding your exta "assets" 
but for looking oh-so-stylish in the 
sun, Sassa swimsuits with boy-short 
bottoms are far from ordinary as they 
‘come in the most cheerful, bright col- 
ors and prints. 


you are petite, а high-cutleg 
оп the swimsuit makes your legs 
look longer. Sassa bikinis are sexy 
without being too revealing. Con- 
trary to popular belief, the bikini is 
mot exclusively for the super-thin- 
runway model. Sassa bikinis ,are 
completely wearable—superihod: 
el figure or not! o 

Sassa swimsuits can be foundein 
the Sassa Activewear boutique on the, 
ЭЛ, Ali Mall, and in stores such as 
The Landmark, Robinsons Depart- 
ment Stores, Shopwise and Super SM 
Hypermarts. Also available nation- 
wide in stores such as Mart 1 and 
Gaisano. 


look- 


right 
look- 


every 


Visit wwwsasssa.com;ph or e-mail 
sassa@barbizonfashion.com 


AQUA blue, lime green, orange 
and yellow stripes alternate in 


this boy-leg bottom wom with 
alime-green tube top. 


^. Summer splash - 


LIFES A BEACH, AND NOW IS THE BEST 
time to make a great summer splash at SM! 

Girls just wanna have fun with the most 
playful of swimsuits in fun floral prints, sun. 
kissed stripes and boho tie-dye designs. You'll 
bea babe matching these with tank tops, baby 
tees, baby shorts and cool cabana pants. 

Hunks are hot in board shorts and tees with 
scenic prints of holiday destinations as well as 
symbols of the season—tropical flowers, 
waves and sea creatures, 

"The collection is available at the Girls and 
Boys Teens Departments of all SM stores. 


ln ANLE AL stones 
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SURF babe. Baby-pink tee 
with surf prints 


D 


Jay Magbanua 
from De La Salle 
University got his 
jumpstart When 

a photographer 

neighbor gave him 
a crash course on 
the profession 
One of his major 
influences 
is photographer 
Jay Javier 


ick, , 
bravo! 


From page CI 
picked and given the chance to click away at 
The shows. 

Armed with Sony's Cyber-shot DSC-RI, the 
shutterbugs took their seats in a world of 
frontrowers and celebrities, trend and style 
report, backstage action” and fast-paced 
shows. 

Let your eyes feast on their outputs. You 
might be looking at the future of fashion pho- 
tography: 


D 


Catherine Joy Aquino loves 
| mixing portrait and fashion 
| photography and continues 
t tohone 
her skills 
through 
work 
atthe 
Student 
Publication 
Office 
of De La 
* Salle 
р Сойеде 
of St. Benilde. She sees 
| photography as an endless 
| learning process 


"Fashion 
photography 

È combines two of 
my passions— 
fashion and 
visual 
communication," 
says Ronald 
Carlo Bañares 
of UP Diliman, 
who discovered 
photography 
while taking it 
asaclass 
requirement. 
As a budding 
photographer. 
RC felt a bit of 
the pressure 
but remained 
resolute 


De La Salle University’s 
Isabella Sarmiento firmly 
believes that pictures 
should tell a story and that 
the good ones convey 
emotion to thase who 
view them. Fashion 
photography for her 

is ‘very conceptual, 

it's about creating 

the moment’ 


Atenean Raphael 
Atienza or RA, 
began his love 
affair with the 
camera when he 
spotted an SLR 
Wing around at 
home and began 
tinkering with it. 
He admires the 
work of a Latin 
American 
photographer 
whose pictures 
he describes as 
solid and surreal 
atthe same time 


Deborah Marie 
Gianan ofthe 
University of 
Santo Tomas 
admires Bien 
Bautista for 
his solemn, 
‘stand-out 
photographs 
that carry a 
uniquely 
Filipino flavor 


Charles Custodio 
from De La Salle- 
College of St. Benilde 
admires Sacha Dean 
Biyan, a former 
aeronautical 
і engineer who now 
faithfully photographs 
the world's vanishing 
tribes. Charles takes 
an avant-garde 
* approach to his 
photos and feels 
“lucky to be given the 
chance to experience 
participating in a big 
- event, learning how to 
conduct myself and 
producing good 
pictures for Philippine 
| Fashion Week’ 


Le 


HEN I HEAR THE NAME 
Carrie, 1 am reminded of 
the blood-drenched prom 

queen of the '80s Stephen King 
horror classic. Two decades later, 
that Carrie’s coffin has been nailed 
shut. А new Carrie has resurrected. 

‘The new Carrie I am referring to is Carrie 
Underwood, last year's “American Idol" win- 
net Roslyn Reyes of Sony told me to expect her 
call. After three days, the phone rang. 

Infact, I was just chatting with her using my 
mew Samsung X700 phone—yes, the onyx 
black phones CEOs use. lis state-ofthe-art 
video recording and messaging made it possi- 
ble for me to tape my conversation with Car- 
rie. Leven asked her to sing a few songs from 
her "Some Hearts” album from Sony BMG, 
her first after winning the “American Idol” | 
titlatseason, 

С On the US charts, this idol has been mak- 
ing new history Consider this—she has 
sold more than 314,000 units in her first 
‘week of release, making her the highest debut- 
ing new artist (since SoundScan began) and 
thus earning the distinction of being the high 
est chart-topping female "American Idol 

to date. It ranked No. 2 on the Billboard 200. 


Jesusin the country 

Speaking of two, the reason for this ranking 
may have been her double whammy of choices 
for her "Care. (pun intended) singe. Jesus 
Take the Wheel. despite із county sounding. 
format, has been doing quite wel, considering 
that Christian country music i not exactly а 
chart-topper because of the religious message 
that itcaries, Then again, on the біл side, lok 
atthe past years "The Pasion ofthe Christ” 

Observe also peoples penchant for wearing 
the rosary around their necs. Richard Gutier- 
Tez is one avid collector of rosaries. Edwin 
‘Aguilar, MTVS resident makeup arts, makes 
Special giant rosaries that is the т 
Emongst stylists, and МТУ 
nd KC Montero wear one each every time they 
host their shows. wear mine to sleep, been do- 
ing so for years now. 1 used to have nightmares 
but it all stopped when I started wearing а 
rosary around my neck to bed. I just feel safer 
‘when 1 know that | am protected. Methinks 
there really is a renewed search for spirituality 
these days -bucwe ай know that already. 

Зо why did she choose ‘Jesus Take the 
Whee? for her first single? She answered non- 
chalondy without breaking into preachy prose. 
"ics а great song with a great message. It just 
seemed to ft. 1 felt great the first time I heard 
7 Ies about somebody who's driving “low on 
faith and gasoline, but going way too fast" And 
ел before she knew it, she just crashed. And 
then Carrie sings, Jesus, take the wheel, ak 
from my hands, coz I can't do this on my own. 
Th letting go, so give me one more chance..." TE 
has been quite some time since Gary V's "Take 
Me Ош of the Dark" had a follow-up, so 1 think 
this sit. Something for young peaple to ponder 
‘on -nó too hallelujah preachy but with lyrics 
so real that it ean be about your friend, neigh- 
bor mate, or even you. 

T also Ше her second single titled “Some 
Hearts” Ies about “always stumbling around in 
circles, but T must have stumbled into some- 
thing, Look at me—am I really alone with you? 
L wake up feeling ike my Ше is worth living. 
Cant recall when T last felt that way. gues it 
must be ай the stuff youre givin'—never knew 
it could be ike this." She could be singing 
about her relationship with Someone Up There, 
too, ya know: 


Before and after ‘Idol’ 

Before “American Idol" she was in college 
taking up journalism. Her love for the field 
hasn't waned, as she has been writing for 
"American Idol" magazine and she intends to 
pursue it even as she is busy with her musical 
career. Her life now is very different from the 
life she used to lead, “Every aspect of my Ше is 
Really зо different —I wake up and get ready for 
shows and do a lot of interviews. 1 do a lot of. 
touring around the US. There's nothing that I 
do that T don't enjoy” She is also а VJ for 
CMT—the MTV of Christian music. 

‘Who among the present crop of contenders is 
her favorite? She politely answered, "I have no. 
particular favorites but I have a suong feeling 
that it will be a guy who will bring home the ti- 
Че.” Asked why a preference for country music, 
she said, "Ies an awesome genre, and I want to 
bring it to а different awareness and give it an- 
other dimension, People should be open and lis- 
ten to other forms of music and ап.” 

Her message to her fans is to “just keep at i. 
Tm living proof that you can be completely nor- 
mal one day and then all ofa sudden achieve ай 
your dreams the next.” And her final words to 


YOUNG AND BEAUTIFUL. Because she lets 
‘Jesus Take the Wheel 


Him take the whe 


low 
"American 
Ido! winner 


Carrie 


Underwood 


made me 


look at 
У 
p^ Јеѕиѕіпа 
E ad 
faith around their necks 


new light 
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me, “Give things a shot. Put aside your fears and 
just go for it” 
urce of inspiration, book author 
ioosing succulence is a deliberate 
act of personal revolution. It means waking up, 
embracing your true self, studying your pat 
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FROM ONE BLONDE 
TO ANOTHER. Carrie Underwood 
is capturing not just ‘some hearts. 


tems and letting out your most alive self we 
all have one." 

$о this Lenten season, take the timê to step 
back and listen to yourself, search deep down, 
find your faith once again, and then celebrate it 
wildly, Welcome to the center of your life. Bling 
iton, partyphiles. 


Q MOTOROLA 


fully loaded. now with iTunes" 


Removable memory and a 1.23 megapixel camera with video capture: 
The now Motorola RAZR V3i. It's even sharper. bellomoto.com/ph 


BUSINESS /ВІ 


OFW money jumps 14% 
to $1.8B despite slowdown 
in workers' deployment 


= WORLD/AI8 


Attack of suicide bombers 
on a Sunni Muslim prayer 
meeting kills 57 in Karachi 


Sy 


= WORLD /AI7 
Italian PM Berlusconi 
refuses to concede 
election won by rival 


= ENTERTAINMENT /A2- 
Inside Heart Evangelista’s 
closets: Art, jewelry, 
girlish fashion/passions 


BIR chief’s presence panics 
tax-evading shopkeepers 
THE APPEARANCE OF THE 
country's taxchiefin a run- 
down Metro Матіз тай 
sands shopkeepers scram- 
bing for thr shutters. 
‘Jose Mario Bu 
commissi 
Teau of internal Revenues, 
(BIR), is hunting for re- 
ДАСТ 


THE CROSS AND THE RESURRECTION. The yearly reenact ment—also а tourist-attraction—by penitents of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ in Cutud, San Fernando, Pampanga 


erat feedback @inquirercom.ph 
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There'll be no INQUIRER 
issues on Friday and 
Saturday in observance 

of the passion and death 
of Jesus Christ. Publication 
resumes on Easter Sunday. 


Ess VIEWS 


glass depicting the Resurrection of Christ inside Mt. Carmel Church in New Manila, Quezon City. 


is superimposed on the stained 


AFP clears four generals 


Тоо little, too late, Top brass avoid media, release report on govt TV 


says opposition 
of Mayuga report 


By T] Burgonio, Michael Lim Ubac 
and Luige A. del Puerto 


OPPOSITION SENATORS WERENT А BIT 
surprised by the report of a military fact-find- 
ing board that cleared three generals accused 
of helping President Macapagal-Arroyo rig 
the 2004 presidential election. 

An opposition congressman said it was а 
case of "too little, too ate." 

“What took Malacafang so long to autho- 
rize the release of the report [on the wiretap- 
ping scandal]? If its correct that those gener- 
als are indeed innocent, withholding the re- 
lease for months was most unfair to them as 
they were left twisting in the wind during the 
interim," Parafiaque Rep. Roilo Golez said. 

Sen. Panfilo "Ping" Lacson said there was 
no reason to expect an honest report. 

“Everybody is a hostage of the other from 
the Commander in Chief to the top military 
officials who got involved in election cheating 
and were the subject of the Mayuga investiga- 
tion,” Lacson said. 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon said that as expectéd, 

TOOUTTLE/AS 


BEACH BABE 
How can you tell she’s going to Boracay? 
She's (barely) dressed to hit the water. 


By Dona Pazzibugan 

THE MUCH-AWAITED MILITARY FACT-FINDING REPORT 
on the “Hello Garci” scandal has cleared three generals ac- 
cused of conspiring to rig the 2004 elections in President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's favor. 


NATIONAL ARTISTS 
Palace assures 6 sure 
of awards; more eyed 


By бй C. Cabacungan Jr. 


Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita dar- 
and Christine Avendaño 


ified that the conferment of the award on 
the six nominees, led by the late acor-di- 
rector Fernando Poe Jr, would remain, 
denying speculations that some of the 
names would be taken out. 

In fact, there might even be more 
names to be anno i 


MALACANANG YESTERDAY ALL BUT 
confirmed that it would be adding more 
mames to the list of National Artist 
awardees this year, even as it insisted 
that the process of choosing the final 
list of recipients was why the announcement of 

In a bid to explain the snafu that fol- awardees was “premature,” Ermita told 
lowed the Palace move to withdraw the reporters in Baguio City. 
announcement of the awardees only Cecile Guidote Alvarez, the presiden- 
hours after making it publie the other day, PALACE AS 


py 
Businessmen's solomonic 


wisdom lends to ‘Nanay’ 


By Blanche S. Rivera. The BCBP has released some P4.7 

million in loans to 1,389 housewives in 
poor communities through йз Ec 
Reach Program's Nanay Project, a liv 
hood initiative exclusively for 


THOSE WHO ARE KIND TO THE POOR 
lend to the Lord, King Solomon said. 
There is a group of businessmen in the 
Philippines that has taken this to heart. 

The Brotherhood of Christian Busi- 
nessmen and Professionals (BCBP), а 
big but low-key group of 30,000 en- 
trepreneurs and professionals, has been 
putting its money where its mouth is for 
three years now. 


ing o 
"The enterprises range from selling soft 
BUSINESSMEN A4 


A fourth general with supposed links 
to the opposition was also absolved. 

Navy chief Vice Admiral Mateo Mayu- 
ga, who headed the five-man fact-find- 
ing board, avoided media grilling by an- 
nouncing the findings over the govern- 
ment television station lastnight. 


Judas phallic 
rites symbol 
of protest 


By Rosario C. Lucero 
Contributor. 


The fact-finding body cleared Army 
chief Lt. Gen. Hermogenes Esperon, 
Southern Command chief Lt. Gen. 
Gabriel Habacon and retired Lt. Gei. 
Roy Kyamko of allegations that they 
took part in cheating for Ms Arroyo. 


(An award-wining essayist and fic- 
поп, the author has a Ph.D. in English 
and is profesor of Philippine Studies at 
UP Diliman. The following isa digest ofa 
lecture she delivered last month at the 
UP College of Arts and Letters) 


IN RURAL PHILIPPINES, WHERE THE 
mall is not yet the hub of all activity, 
Black Saturday is the quietest day of 
the year. It is a day of sobriety and re- 
flection as everyone awaits the Easter 
vigil Mass on late Saturday evening. 

But in a barrio in Antique of Panay is- 
land, itis the noisiest day of Holy Week. 
All day the peoples energy centers 
around the making of a giant effigy, 
parts of which various barrio folk con- 
tribute. Then, at 6 p.m. in the evening 
the giant effigy of Judas—with a giant 
‘wooden phallus sticking out through a 
slit in his robe—is paraded around the. 
barrio with much noise and fanfare. 
The parade ends at the barrio plaza, 
where a tripod of tall bamboo poles has 
been erected and from which dangles a 
noose of abaca rope. The noose is 
slipped around Judass neck, a fuse 

КТ 


эй 

HE'S HOT. 

Judas’ effigy is 
burned; his 

private parts blasted. 


[Widow is loving mom to 60 young offenders 


By Christian V. Esguerra pegitateither 80°19. 
е doesn’t even know his 
‘Once he went by the name “Enteng 
But that was before his parents brought 
him to a bus station in Pangasinan and 
left him there. 
He was probably about 4 then. Не 


САШ HIM MARK. NO ONE KNOWS HIS 
real age, and he doesn't either. 

Judging by his build, his friends un- 
der the care of the Council for Children 
їп Conflict with the Law in Marikina 


never saw them again. 

"The parent Mark and about 60 other 
youth offenders have come to embrace 
is 55-year-old Nadela Saree, a longtime 
television producer now working full- 
time for the kids as head of the council. 

‘The Marikina government put up the 


council late last year to look after the 
‘welfare of children who have run afoul 
of the law. It helps keep them out of jail, 
where the company of much older in- 
mates won't be good for their rehabili- 
tation. 
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GMA: Let’s discern between good, evil 


By Christine О. Avendaño, and 


Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. 


BAGUIO CITY—TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE 
people’s reflective mood induced by the obser- 
vance of Holy Week, President Macapagal-Arroyo 
yesterday appealed anew for unity and coopera- 
tion as she prodded Filipinos to use their faith in 
God to discern what is true and good. 


And this includes telling the 
difference between those who. 
hhave genuine intentions for the 
mation and those who don't, the 
President said. 

Her chief of staff, Michael De- 
fensor, was more direct, appeal- 
ing to the opposition to refrain 
from politicking. 

Tn her Lenten message, Ms Ar- 
royo urged the people to heed 


God's call for everyone to instill 
love into all aspects of life. 

She said it was the govem- 
ments desire that the people had 
good jobs, safe streets, peace and 
ап understanding of different re- 
ligions, equal development 
among the regions and the capa- 
bility to defend the country's free- 
dom. 

“Let us use our strong faith in 


New Comelec official 
backs Charter change 


By Jerome Aning 


moves to amend or even revise the 

1987 Constitution so that it can keep 
up with the challenges of the times, 

"We have been faced with so 

many challenges and so many glob- 

al developments and 1 think the 

Constitution has to address these 

dificult things. think itis high time 

for the Constitution to face amend- 
ments or revisions," the former gov- 
erment peace negotiator said in 
his first press conference as a mem- 
ber ofthe Commission on Elections. 
Sarmiento, a member of the con- 
stiutonal commission that drafted 
the 1987 Charter, said being in fa- 
vor of Charter change was his per- 
sonal position and that he had been 
entertaining such views before his 
latest appointment. 
Among the revisions Sarmien- 
j to supports are a shift to a federal 
system, the setting of more sub- 
{, stantial qualifications for presi- 
8 dental candidates, and giving 
the Commission on Human 
Rights the power to prosecute. 

Sarmiento also backs the elec- 
toral changes proposed by presi- 
dential adviser Hilario Davide Je, 
Such as prohibiting political dy- 
nasties and tumcoatism, and ex- 
tending the terms of congression- 
al and local officials to four years. 

He refused to comment on the 
signature drive for а peoples initia- 
tive to change the Charter which the 
Arroyo administrations pushing. 

“1 have to very carefully study 
all the issues involved in this is- 
sue of initiative, [especially] their 
legal and constitutional ques- 
tions. Pending my study of these 
questions, I beg your leave not to 
comment on this issue,” he said. 

"This is a raging issue in the 
country [so] 1 have to weigh the 
pros and the cons and the opin- 
ions of those for and against this 


—— уру уз эл 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—AN 1S- 
lamic militant accidentally 
killed himself while building a 
bomb in the southern Philip- 
pines, the military said Wednes- 
day. 

The unnamed Abu Sayyaf sus- 
pect set off the bomb by mistake 
at his hideout near Maimbung on 
Jolo island Tuesday, said Brig. 
Gen. Alexander Aleo, head of a 
counter-terrorist task force based 
inthis city. 

Military ordnance experts 
were looking into the type of ex- 
plosive in the Maimbung blast, as 
well as its intended target, Aleo 
told reporters. 

Suspected Abu Sayyaf rebels 
bombed a Jolo commercial 
building on March 27, killing 
five people and wounding 17 
; others. 

‘Also on Tuesday, government 
forces raided an Abu Sayyaf 
hideout near Zamboanga and 
killed a leading member of the 

: group. 
The Abu Sayyaf, thought to 
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system of initiative,” he added. 

Sarmiento drew a distinction 
between amending and revising а 
constitution. 

"Amendments would be piece 
meal changes [while] revisions 
would be radical changes in the 
Constitution,” Sarmiento said. 

Groups opposed to Cha-cha 
claimed the current people's ini- 
tiative, which seeks a shift from 
the presidential to a parliamen- 
tary system, was a revision of the 
Constitution and could not be 
pursued via a people's initiative. 

“1 am honored and humbled by 
the appointment because of the big- 
ness of the responsibility and 1 
know this is a very sensitive and 
delicate responsibility ... We are the 
trustees of our people in ensuring 
that we have free and democratic 
and sovereign elections," he said of 
his appointment to the Comelec. 

He admitted he had "some 
reservations" about his appoint- 
ment and these pertained to the 
various controversies hounding 
the Com 

He said he accepted the post, 
adding: “If every Filipino refuses 
the chance to serve the govern- 
ment, what will happen to future 
generations?” 

^l have no skeletons in the closet. 
1ihink my track record in publie ser- 
vice will show that it was character- 
ized by honesty and integrity and 
commitment to Алде 1l of the 
‘Constitution on the accountability 
of public officers so I see no big 
problem in the Commission on Ap- 
ointments,” he said. 

Sarmiento was previously 
deputy chief of the Office of the 
Presidential Adviser Юг the Peace 
Process with the rank of undersec- 
retary. He was appointed in 1996 by 
President Fidel Ramos as a mem 
of the government panel negotiat- 
ing with the National Democratic 
Front and was later named the рал, 
els vice chair 


Suspected Abu blows 
self up making bomb 


number some 500 militants, 
has been linked by US and Fil- 
ipino intelligence officials to 
the al-Qaida network of Osama 
bin Laden. It has been blamed 
for the worst terrorist attacks 
in the Philippines, including 
the fire-bombing of a passen- 
ger ferry on Manila Bay that 
claimed more than 100 lives, 
and the kidnappings of West- 
ern tourists that led to the 
deaths of two American cap- 
tives in 2001 and 2002. 

US Special Forces have de- 
ployed in the southern Philip- 
pines in recent years to train Fil- 
ipino troops fighting the Abu 
Sayyaf. 

А Singapore official, mean- 
while, said on Wednesday the 
Mindanao region was the 
“weak link” in Southeast 
Asia's fight against terrorism, 
with militants still training 
there and arms and explosives 
being smuggled across its 
porous sea border. 

AFP 


God to discern between the truth 
and false promises, between 
good intentions and evil designs, 
between genuine harmony and 
actions that bring conflict to our 
people,” Ms Arroyo said in Fil- 
pino. 

Ms Arroyo and some members 
of the Cabinet were spending the 
Holy Week here, starting it off 
‘with a spiritual retreat. 

“To politicians, we appeal 
them to stop politicking because 
they continue o do so to this 
day.. Maybe its time for us to 
think about what's good for Fi 
pinos," Defensor said. 

“Let's make work and what is 
needed to be done our priority, 
instead of engaging in politick- 
ing; headed. 

ress Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
said earlier that the Arroyo ad- 


ministration was eschewing poli- 
tics during the week. 

“Politics is not on the agenda of. 
the Cabinet in retreat with Presi- 
dent Arroyo and we are not about. 
to hit back at our detractors,” he 
said 

To prove his point, Bunye 
largely glossed over a recent sur- 
wey by Ibon Foundation that 
showed the majority of Filipinos 
were dissatisfied with the Presi- 
dent and opposed Charter 
Change. He would have 
much more at some other осса- 
sion, Nonetheless, he took a small 
swipe at the foundation, saying it 
"should be forgiven for its habitu- 
al biased surveys.” 

"Stop and listen" was the 
theme of the two-day retreat at 
the presidential Mansion here 
conducted by Lita Salinas, retreat 


master of the 16-year-old Con- 
templative Outreach Philippines 
Ine, the Philippine chapter of the 
Trappist movement, based in 
Makati City. 

“We are too noisy we dont 
hear Him,” Salinas said. "We have 
to learn to be quiet because in 
centering prayer, you don't talk 
and talk and talk and ask and ask 
and ask. [Centering prayer re- 
quires people to] simply be con- 
tent with [being in] His presence 
and His divine action in your 
lives,” she told reporters. 

Reporters were allowed only 
three minutes to observe the ses- 
sion on Tuesday before they were 
asked to leave the Mansion, 

But Ms Arroyo sat patiently for 
the session on Tuesday, which 
lasted from noon to about 8 p.m., 
said Salinas. She said yesterday's 


LAST CALL FOR TAXPAYERS. Metro Manila residents file their income tax returns at а Bureau of 
Internal Revenue office in Quezon City on the last working day of the week yesterday. The deadline. 


| _ for fling TR has been extended unt Monday April 17. 
| 


Militants fight Сһа-сһа on buses 


By Norman Bordadora. 


NO LENTEN HOLIDAY UNRUF- 
бей by politics apparently awaits 
the people. 

Members of the militant group 
Sanlakas yesterday distributed 
fers denouncing Сһапег 
change among thousands of com- 
muters in Мето Manila's bus sta- 
tions in a bid to counter plans by 
administration congressmen to 
‘promote the same with their con- 
stituencies. 

‘Sanlakas hopes commuters 
will read the pamphlets while in 
transit and spread its arguments 
to their relatives over the holiday. 


discussions among family mem- 
bers about the issues of Charter 
change,” said Sanlakas officer 
Flora Santos, who is in charge of 
distributing the pamphlets. 

“And in our culture, opinions of 


Banahaw 


By Delfin T. Mallari jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


LUCBAN, QUEZON—CHURCH 
people manning the Catholic pil 
grimage site at the foot of Mt. Ba- 
nahaw here have appealed to 
devotees expected to flock to the 
place this Holy Week to respect 
the sacred ground. 

“Although the place is now 
considered а tourist spot, let us 
all avoid turning the site into just 
another picnic ground. The site is 
a sacred place for prayer and 
meditation. We should all keep it 
that way" said Dan Villenas, one 
of the lector-acolytes from the Ka- 
may ni Hesus Ministry Founda- 
tion (КНМР) 

Villenas, who is one of the orig- 
inal Church assistants of Catholic. 
priest Fr. Joey Faller, said they ex- 
pect thousands of pilgrims to visit 
the religious site during this 
week. 

"The throng of devotees is an 
annual event. We have to main- 
tain peace and order to keep the 
sacredness of the place," he said. 

Faller, the charismatic “healer” 
and principal overseer ofthe reli 


T 


the working people who come 
from Manila carry a lot of weight 
among other family members.” 

Santos said more than a hun- 
dred pamphlereers had been de- 
ployed to different bus stations in 
Quezon Ciy, Caloocan City, 
Manila and Pasay City. 

She said the group also sent 
teams to traditional pilgrimage 
sites such as Antipolo, the Grotto 
in Bulacan and Mt. Banahaw in 
‘Quezon, where thousands of peo- 
ple flock in observance of Lent. 

The pamphlet, titled “Sasakay 
ka ba sa tren ni Gloria?" (Are you 
going to ride on Gloria's train?), 
presents the group's analysis and 
position on moves to amend the 
Constitution. 

Sanlakas believes that moves 
to amend the Constitution are 
part of the agenda of major pro- 
ponents to stay in power The 
pamphlet names the proponents 


as President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
Speaker Jose de Venecia, "and the 
rest of the traditional politicians 
who are fascinated by the propos- 
to shelve the 2007 elections." 

“The power agenda is 2010 
and beyond. Under the proposed 
amendments (Article VIII: Transi- 
tory Provisions) GMA will remain 
up to 2010 both as head of state. 
and Chief Executive of the inter- 
im Parliament; JDV might be cho- 
sen the Prime Minister, while the 
rest of the incumbent lawmakers 
automatically become MPs and 
their terms, including those of 
LGU officials, will be extended to 
infinity and beyond,” Sanlakas 
said in the leaflet. 

Santos added: "And because the 
agenda is mainly about power, 
their method to achieve it is 
through manipulation, just like 
what Marcos did in forcing the ap- 
proval ofthe 1973 Constinuion." 


session was to run from 9 a.m. to 
5 pan. but Ms Arroyo cancelled 
the afternoon session to attend to 
other things. 

“In the last two days, [the Pres- 
ident] was convinced ... that it is 
useless for us to go about doing 
what we have to do every day if 
ме are our [own] sin, ets call it 
that,” Salinas told reporters. 

"We are so limited as human 
beings, we can only do so much. 
We only have enough knowledge. 
Мо matter how brilliant we are, 
ме don't know all the answers. 
We dont know where else tò 
go—whether left, right, forward, 
Backward,” she said. 

‘She said she told Ms Arroyo and 
her Cabinet that "we don't listen 
to God often enough” because “we 
doall thetalking” With areport 
from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


BI says 
Bolante 
not in RP 


THOUGH HE MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
sighted here, the Bureau of Immi- 
gration said that it had no record of 
former Agriculture Undersecretary 
Jocelyn “Jocjo” Bolante's reum to 
the Philippines over the weekend. 

BI regulation chief Edgardo 
Mendoza said yesterday a check 
of records at the bureau's offices 
atthe Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport and other ports, including 
those in Cebu, Davao, Clark, 
Laoag and Zamboanga, had come 
up empty on the name Bolante. 

The bureau undertook the search 
to comply with the request of the of- 
fice of Sen. Ramon Magsaysay Jt, 
‘who said he had received a tip that 
the elusive exqovemment official 
implicated in the alleged misuse of 
the P728-million fertilizer fund had 
been spotted outside his Ayala Ala- 
bang home. 

Magsaysay heads the Senate 
‘committee on agriculture which 
is investigating the alleged fertil- 
izer fund scam. 

“We have no record of Mr. 
Bolantes arrival,” Mendoza said. 
“Anyway, he couldnt have gone 
through the regular arrival pro- 
cess because we have been depu- 
tized by the Senate to bring Mr. 
Bolante to the upper chambers 
sergeant-at-arms once he arrives.” 

‘The Senate issued а warrant 
for Bolante's arrest after the latter 
left the country for Hong Kong in 
December last year. It issued the 
warrant after citing Bolante in 
contempt and deputized the BI to 
arrest him once he passed 
through immigration, 

‘The BI had placed Bolante on 
its watch list on Dec. 7, along 
with two other agriculture de- 
partment officials also being in- 
‘vestigated in connection with the 
use of the fertilizer funds. Leila B. 
Salaverria and Philip C. Tubeza 


no picnic site, pilgrims told 


gious complex, has been out of 
the country but is expected to re- 
turn for Holy Week. 

Fr. Angelo Jaballa is now the 
acting spiritual head of the heal- 
ing Church. 

in an interview last year, Faller 
һай raised concerns about the 
prospect of the “sacred place” be- 
ing turned into another regular 
destination of picnickers and the 
just plain curious. 

"The sight of the multitudes 
locking here was a vision come 
true. God had invited them, some 
through the media, and they all 
came. But please, don't turn the 
place into just another excursion- 
ist site for plain curiosity Give the 
place the respect that it deserves. 
The healing center is holy 
ground," Faller had said. 

He reminded all visitors to 
come with "renewed spirit, re- 
newed hearth and intense hope 
that the Lord will touch them 
with all His healing power: 

“They should not be moti 
by curiosity alone," he said. 

Rain or shine during Holy 
Week, people from all walks of 
life troop to the pilgrimage site. 
* 


located at Barangay Tinamnan, 
some two kilometers from the 
town proper, to visit the "Via Do- 
lorosa, the Grotto of Healing and 
Parification" carved out of an ad- 
jacent hill. 

"The hill has been transformed 
into a virtual “stairway to heav- 
en” with monumental Stations of 
the Cross strategically spread out 
along the pathways with the grot- 
to of the Virgin Mary at the cen- 
ter, 

A devotee must endure the 
physically exhausting 292-step 
Concrete steps on the left ascent, 
and 278 steps if one climbs on the 
right with only a piece of rope to 
cling to in order to reach the 50- 
foot concrete icon of the resur- 
rected Christ at the summit. 

With the continuous influx of 
thousands of visitors, the KHMF 
is trying to reverse the ill effects 
on the sacredness of the place. 

It has imposed disciplinary 
measures to be observed around 
the premises. 

‘Smoking and eating in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the sacred 
ground is prohibited. 

"There is now a dress code for 


visitors, disallowing entry of 
those wearing inappropriate 
clothes. 

The parking lot in the Church 
compound is now free of the ven- 
dors that used to sell food and as- 
sorted curio. 

The only store in the сот. 
pound is the Church-owned sou- 
venir shop that sells candles and 
religious items. 

Meanwhile, Department of En- 
vironment and Natural Resources 
officials and a volunteer environ: 
mentalist group said they were 
dismayed by the intransigence ol 
pilgrims and mountaineers who 
insist on entering the prohibited 
area on Mt, Banahaw. 

Jay Lim, program director of 
‘Tunggol Kalikasan, a public inter 
est environmental legal defense 
center, said elements ofthe Philip. 
pine Army and volunteer moun 
tain watchdogs were searching for 
seven mountaineers who sneaked 
onto the mountain early Wednes 
day morning. 

Lim said that based on infor 
mation gathered, the fully 
equipped mountaineers were de 
termined to reach the summit. 


es 
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. ByRonnel W. Domingo 


‘THE UMBRELLA ORGANIZATION 
of local exporters called on the 
country's top economists to find 
ways to help stabilize the peso- 
dollar exchange rate which con- 
tinues to hover at a level critical to 
the survival of their businesses. 

Sergio R. Ortiz-Luis Jr, presi- 
dent of the Philippine Exporters 
Confederation (Phiexport), asked. 
the Philippine Economic Society 
“to find the levers that сап be 
pulled" to save the exporters. [^ 

Ortiz-Luis cited an analysis in 
the international magazine The 
Economist that warned of the 
dangers of appreciating South- 
east Asian currencies, which pose 
threats to the export-dependent 
‘economies inthe region. 

“Present global trade and cash 
flow realities may require that 
those levers be used in more ways 


defending the peso from specula- 
tive attacks,” he said. 

"We need an exchange rate 
that balances the requirements 
of government and business, of 
dollar earners and local con- 
sumers,” he said, adding that a 
rate near the P51:$1 level means 


BI tops collection 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE BUREAU OF IMMIGRATION 
yesterday reported that it had sur- 
passed its collection target for the 
first quarter of the year by nearly 
31 percent despite the dual citi- 
zenship law that removed former 
Filipinos from its jurisdiction. 

‘The BI earned P375.59 million 
from January to March, or P88.59 
million more than йз P287-mil- 
lion target. 

The amount was P42 million, 
or over 12 percent, higher than йз 
earnings in the same period last 
year, BI Commissioner Alipio Fer- 

lez said. 
are confident that we will 


2006. 


SUPREME COURT SENIOR ASSOCIATE JUS- 
tice Reynato Puno's wife, former Clerk of 
Court Luzviminda Delgado Puno, died yester- 
day at St. Luke's Medical Center in Quezon 
City due to complications following heart 
surgery She was 66. 

She had retired on June 23 as clerk of the 
Supreme Court. 

Apart from Justice Puno, she is survived by 
her children and in-laws, namely, Reynato Jt 
and Cheryl Mae Yap, Emmanuel and Rachelle 
Catherine Fabreo, and Ruth, and grandchil- 
dren Alessandra Isabelle, Leticia Raquelle 
and Elijah Ray. 

‘The wake is at the Heritage Park chapel on 
Bayani Road, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. In- 
ternment will be at noon on April 16. 

Аз a result of her death, the flags at the 
Supreme Court offices in Manila and Baguio 
have been lowered to half staff. 

Puno graduated cum laude in 1961 from 


losses for exporters. 

= Further, Ortiz-Luis said, the ex 
porters need an exchange rate that 

would maintain the competitive- 

ness of the nation’s goods, services, 

human and natural resources, and 

financial instruments. 

‘The Philexport chief reiterated 
calls by the group for the govem- 
‘ment to “adjust economic policies to 
balance the interests of other seg- 
ments of the economy with the sur- 
vival of the exporters and the fami- 
lies that depend on the export indus- 


Infrastructure projects 
The group had also called for 
Malacaang, the Bangko Sentral 
and Congress to ser in place policy 
and institutional reforms, and roll 
ut the infrastructure support pro- 
jects earlier commited to to avert Te- 
‘eras {тюс the collapse of the сию 
опр plas of the economy” 
than just reining in inflation and Philexport 
ofthe peso had an adverse effect on 
Some 8 milion direct and indirect 
Workers in the different export in- 
"suis the food sector which has 
4.5 millon workers, marine prod- 
тоз with 1.32 milion workers; fur- 
niture with one million; handicrafts 
With 700000, resource based in- 


be able to duplicate, if not sur- 
pass, the all-time high income 
that we registered in 2005," Fer- 
nandez said ina statement. 

‘The ВГ income last year to- 
taled P1.3 billion. The bureau 
aims to collect P1.12 billion in 


Femandez. attributed the in- 
crease in the bureau's income to 
the continued arrival of foreign- 
cers, saying that this indicated that 
tourists and investors were not af- 
fected by negative reports about 
the situation in the country. 

The bureau's eamings come 
from approving visa applications 
of aliens applying for resident 
and immigrant status in the coun- 
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Traders seek experts’ help 
‘to check peso appreciation 


workers and 
providers, 


economy,” 


Interest rate hike 


said the appreciation 


and deported aliens. 


March collection. 


been 
dual citizenship law. 


the University of the East College of Law and. 
passed the bar exams the same year. 

As clerk of the Supreme Court, she held the 
rank of presiding justice of the Court of Ap- 
peals. She chaired, among other offices, the 
Supreme Court's promotions board and its 
health and welfare committee and was secre- 
tary of the Judiciary and Bar Council. 

She was also a lay leader of the United 
Methodist Church 

“In her 12 years as Clerk of Court, Mrs. 
Puno not only ably assisted the Supreme 
Court in the discharge of its judicial functions, 
but also held significant posts in various com- 
mittees of the High Court,” said a starement 
issued by the courts information office. 

“1 deeply mourn the passing of attomey 
Puno. She was a role model for public servants, 
especially in the sensitive position she held as а 
career official in the judiciary.” said Sen. Joker 
Arroyo in a statement. Armand N. Nocum 


Nation marks 58th death 
~ anniversary of Manuel Roxas 


‘THE COUNTRY COMMEMORATES ON APRIL 
15 the S8th death anniversary of Manuel Acu- 
fia Roxas, the last President of the Common- 
wealth government and the first of the Philip 
pine Republi. 

Tn his memory the President Manuel Roxas 
Memorial Center, a historical and educational 
institution commemorating the evolution of 
Philippine democracy and the country’s re- 
construction after World War П, will be con- 
structed, The center will rise on Roxas Boule- 
vard under the aegis of the President Manuel 
А. Roxas Foundation, the National Historical 
Institute and the Manila city government. 

This year’s commemoration will include 
memorial Masses in selected churches and 
wreath-laying rites at Roxas’ tomb at the 
North Cemetery, at Clark Field in Pampanga 
where he died on April 15, 1948, and in Roxas 
City which was named after him. 

Roxas was born in Capiz (now Roxas City), 
Capiz, on Jan. 1, 1892, to Gerardo Roxas and 
Rosario Acuña. His father died after being 
shot by Spanish guardia civil (civil guards) 
seven months before he was bom. 

Roxas received his basic education in pub- 
lic schools in Capiz and Manila, graduating in 
1909 with highest honors from Manila High 
School (now Araullo High School). 

In 1913, he graduated valedictorian of his 
law class at the University of the Philippines, 
where he was the class and student council 
president. That same year, he topped the first- 


DP" n 


ever bar exams with a grade of 92 percent. 

Roxas's public career began in 1917 when 
һе was appointed to the municipal council of 
Capiz. In 1919, he was elected governor of 
Capiz, the youngest provincial chief executive 
then atthe age of 27. In 1922, he became con- 
gressman of the first district of Capiz and for 
12 consecutive years was the Speaker of the 
House. 

One of his greatest achievements was the 
‘enactment of the Hare-Hawes-Cutting Law in 
1932 which paved the way for the Tydings- 
McDuffie Act that led to the granting of inde- 
pendence to the Philippines on July 4, 1946. 
Roxas was a member of the Constitutional 
Convention in 1934-35 and was one of the 
"Seven Wise Men” who drafted the Charter. 

When Word War II broke out, Roxas enlisted 
inthe military service and was given the rank of 
lieutenant colonel in the United States Armed 
Forces in the Far East and became an aide to 
Сеп. Douglas MacArthur. He was promoted to 
brigadier general and was responsible for bring- 
ing food from his province to feed over 20,000 
soldiers and civilians on Corregidor. 

After the war, Roxas ran for president 
against the incumbent Sergio Osmeña. He 
won the election and inherited a nation in ru- 
ins after the маг 

То him was attributed the first Master Eco- 
nomic Plan, the first known in developing 
Asia at the time, which spurred the country's 
return to normalcy and growth. 


диягез including mining 650,000; 
the electronics industry 476000; 
garments 223,000, and information. 
and communication technology- 
based services 150,000. 

"That part of the economy that 
earns foreign exchange, includ- 
ing exports, overseas Filipino 

export service 

easily contributes 

more than half of the Philippine 
rtiz-Luis said. 

“We wonder how maintaining 
a strong peso that undermines 
the viability of the two most pro- 
ductive pillars of the economy— 
exports and overseas workers—is 
good for the country,” he said. 


Meanwhile, Bangko Sentral Gov- 
emor Amando Tetangco said on 
Tuesday an interest rate hike in 2006 
could not be ruled out if inflation 
flared in the Philippines and other 
‘countries kept raising their raes. 
"Looking at what is happening 
globally there is a general tighten- 
ing of monetary policy" he told 
porters in a briefing in New York, Nigeria. 
The Philippines would need to 
be vigilant about “a possible port- 
folio shift if dollar assets become 
more attractive than peso as- 


target by 


пу and visa éxtension fees. It also 
collects revenue from fines and 
penalties imposed on overstaying 


‘The Вїз biggest collection in 
the first quarter of 2006 was 
recorded in January, when it 
earned P135.59 million, accord- 
ing to immigration finance chief 
Elvira Presado. This was followed 
by the P126.9 million February 
collection and the P113.1 million whs 


Presado said the bureau's sur- 
plus earnings constituted a signif- 
icant development considering 
that its income would likely have 

ет were it not for the 


sets... which means we cannot re- 
ally rule out a rate hike for the re- 
mainder ofthe year” 

Philippine overnight rates stand 
at 75 percent for borrowing and 
9.75 percent for lending, the high- 
est level in more than four years 


Wait and see 

“If the US continues (rate in- 
creases) and the ECB (European 
Central Bank) raises and Japan 
(Goes up), we will have to see,” 
he seid. "We will also have to look 
at the inflation outlook.” 

‘annual inflaton in 

March stood at 7.6 percent, un- 
changed from the preceding month. 

‘Analysts have expressed fears 
the country could see inflation 
spike if crude prices surge during 
the peak northern hemisphere 
summer consumption period. 

‘The May crude contract on the 
New York Mercantile Exchange 
ibed $1.36 on Tuesday to end at 
$68.80 per barrel due to worries 
over supply disruptions over Iran's 
mudear ambitions and unrest in 


"The central bank is not going 
to let inflation get out of hand (in 
the Philippinés)," Tetangco said. 

With а Reuters report. 


31% 


She said that because of the 
Jaw, former Filipinos who had be- 
come naturalized citizens of oth- 
er countries were able to regain 
their Philippine citizenship, thus 
removing them from under the 
bureau's jurisdiction. 

“Before the dual citizenship 
law was passed, these balik- 
bayans were a prime source of 
revenue as they had to pay fees 

never they extended their 
visas or applied for immigrant 
visas,” she said. 

Earlier, the BI said it had ap- 
proved some 12,000 applications 
for dual citizenship by the end of 
2005. The Dual Citizenship Law 
‘was enacted in 2004. 


Arroyo camp ridicules 
Erap plan to run 
in snap election 


By бй C. Cabacungan Jr., 
Nelson Flores and Michael 
Lim Ubac 


FIRST GENTLEMAN JOSE 
Miguel Arroyo yesterday called 
former President Joseph Estra- 
daa hypocrite who was salivat- 
ing for a second term in Mala- 
cafiang with his talk of leading 
the opposition in a snap presi- 
dential election. 

Arroyo said he would in- 
dude Estrada in his prayers so 
that his wife's bitter political ri- 
val would realize that the Con- 
stitution bars a president from 
running for a second term and 
that not all of the opposition 
ook up to him as a “unifying 
leader” 

“We pity Mr. Estrada that he 
continues to salivate for the 
presidency and seems to have 
forgotten or is deliberately ig- 
noring the truth that the Con- 
stitution limits him to a single 
term as President," Arroyo said 
im a statement released by 
Malacafiang. 

‘Arroyo said Estrada should 
read the Constitution again be- 
fore declaring his plans in the 
event of а snap election be- 
cause “even calling for a snap 
election is unconstitutional.” 

‘Apparently buoyed by Estra- 
des continued popularity 
among the masses despite five. 
years in detention, former 
Maguindanao Rep. Didagen 
Dilangalen said Tuesday that 
Estrada was a viable alterna- 
tive to President MacapagalAr- 
Toyo, that he could lead the 
fragmented opposition to vic- 
tory їп an election, and that 
people power was the best way 


to bring Estrada back to power. 

“It is even more pathetic that 
Ms Estrada has not leamed to ac- 
cept the fact that the opposition 
то longer looks up to him as a 
unifying leader as evidenced by 
the refusal of Sen. Panfilo Lacson 
and the late Fernando Poe Jt: to 
yield to each other in the last 
elections, Arroyo said. 

Ata news conference last 
Tuesday, Dilangalen insisted 
that Estrada was still the legiti 
mate head of state 

“If only to prove that the Fil- 
ipino people really love him 
and want radical change in 
government, he might run in a 
snap election,” Dilangilen 
said, adding that Estrada was a 
unifying factor for the opposi- 
tion and its most viable candi- 
date ina special election. 

last Monday Deputy Minority 
Leader Alan Peter Cayetano and 
party i Rep. Joel Villanueva of 
the Citizens Battle Against Cor- 
ruption called on the President to 
call fora snap election. 

Cayetano said that if she won. 
in the polls, which could be held 
in 45 to 60 days, "then she solves 
the legitimacy issue" hounding 
her presidency following the 
“Hello Garci” scandal 

То remove all legal obsta- 
дез, Vice President Noli de 
Castro should also step down 
and run for President if he 
wanted to, said Villanueva. 

‘Told that the holding of a 
snap election was not explicitly 
written in the 1987 Constitu- 
tion, Cayetano said: "Then Ms 
‘Arroyo and her allies should use 
Charter change to introduce 
One single amendment—the 
calling ofa snap election." 


Lansang, poet, dies; 66 


POET JOSE MANUEL LANSANG JR. 
passed away on April 11 at the age 
of 66. Lansang won the Palanca 
‘Award for Poetry in 1970. He au- 
thored books of poetry at times us- 
ing the nom de plume Arariq He is 


survived by his mother Flora Cel 
Lansang, brothers Teodoro, Leonar- 
do and Claro, sisters Nina Joaquin 
and Risa Reyes, nephews and nieces. 
His remains lie at Loyola Memorial 
Parkin Marikina City. 
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LAAs с 
Businessmen’s solomonic wisdom lends to ‘Nanay’ 


Frompage Al 
drinks and siopao and puto to 
vending "banana<ue,” offering 
manicure and pedicure services, 
and running sari-sari stores and bi- 
gasan, vegetable or fruit stalls. 

‘Only those whose husbands 
are working and have a family iı 
сопе of less than P10,000 
monthly are eligible to borrow 
money. The loan must be paid in 
25 weeks, after which they can 
borrow again up to P10,000. 

"We saw that by helping them, 
we do not only give them liveli- 
hoods but selfrespect,” Louie 
Morales, owner of a Makati- 
based advertising agency and a 
past national chair of the BCBE 
told the Iun. 

The Nanay Project was pat- 
тетей after the Grameen Bank of 
Bangladesh, which was put up to 
help housewives start or expand 


their businesses to augment their 
meager family incomes. 

During its birthing stage, a lo- 
cal bank told the BCBP that the 
Nanay Project would simply not 
‘survive as it was not profit-orient- 
ed. The BCBP needed to make 
‘money from it to get the project 
rolling, the bank said. 


Bank proved wrong 

The booming businesses of 
some 1,300 housewives and a 
steady stream of donors three 
years later have proven that bank 
‘wrong. 

“The directors do not receive 
dividends, and the donors don't 
see it as an investment but some- 
thing that’s voluntary, a form of 
assistance,” Morales said. 

He said the housewives in poor 
households regain their sense of 
dignity and importance when 
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they feel that they are doing more 
for the family than cleaning the 
house, feeding their children and 
waiting for their husbands to 
hand in their measly earings. 

Cecilia Ojeno, 35, of Sitio Pag- 
Asa in Parafaque, literally stated 
from scratch. 

Her husband, a garbage collec 
tor in the nearby villages, earns 
only P20 per sack of trash that he 
collects and cannot support their 
five children, four of whom are in 
school. 

Training the housewives. 

Hearing of the Nanay Project 
through a daycare teacher, Ojeno 
decided to join the five-day train- 
ing for housewives, where they 
were oriented not only on the 
terms of the loan but on the 
Christian values that should gov- 
ern their endeavors. 


“Every meeting we recite a 
pledge to pray, send our children 
to school, repay our loans, con- 
duct business honesty" Ojeno 
Said in Filipino. It was а commit- 
ment she has faithfully kept. 

‘Ojeno goes around in a padyak 
(an improvised bicycle) to collect 
loose metal, bottles, aluminum 
сапа, old air-conditioners and re- 
frigerators, which she sells to a 
junk shop. 

She earns as much as P700 а 
day. From her daily rounds, she 
has made some loyal customers 
in the vicinity, including people 
from the Philippine Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Co. and another 
nearby big company, who bring 
their junk to Ojeno's little junk- 
yard at home. 

Taking a risk 
“T used to be so scared of bor- 


rowing money because | might 
not be able to repay it” said 
housewife Evelyn Trinidad who, 
with five children, could hardly 
make ends meet despite the in- 
сопе of her OFW husband. “I 
never borrowed from anyone 
егеп when my kids were going 
hungry” 

їп October 2003, Trinidad, 44, 
decided to take a risk with the 
Nanay Project. She got P2,000, 
bought five cases of soft drinks 
and beer, and easily sold these to 
her neighbors 

The loan fully paid months lat- 
er, she borrowed again and 
branched out into making siopao 
and puto, and ice and ice candy, 
of which she sells up to 130 
pieces a day. 

Trinidad's puto, a favorite in 
parties in the neighborhood, have 
Teached as far as Bicol through 


Widow is loving mom to 60 young offenders 


From page Al 

Involvement in the advocacy is 
neither an act of penitence nor 
mortification for Nadela, a wid- 
ow with two children. I's more 
about seeing the suffering face of 
Christ in these young souls soci- 
ety has come to dismiss as hope- 
less juvenile delinquents. 

“No, they're not," she protests 
when the Ingumen visited the 
place in Barangay Sta. Elena last 
Monday. Just give them a home 
and love and беу become pro- 
ductive citizens." 

Easier said than done, but 
Nadela is driven by experience. 
She is no neophyte with Kids, 
having been a producer of the de- 
funct TV educational program 
“Chikiting Patrol.” 

Since last February, she has 
opened the doors of her late hus- 
band's high-walled, 400-square- 
meter property along C. Cruz to 
the likes of Mark. She keeps them 
there while they await their “re- 
lease on recognizance.” 


Jail ife = 

She began with 22 youth of 
fenders and is now let with 10. 
The rest had been released on 
ROR or unhappily for some, con- 
vied of offenses for which they 
had been arrested. 

‘Nadela was introduced to jail 
life when a friend invited her to 
see some 35 youth offenders at 
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sticking out of one shoe is lighted, 
and he explodes in a burst of fire- 
crackers while a band of drunken 
musicians plays a cacophonous 
version of Aloha Oe." 

‘The effigy is consumed by the 
fire but the phallus, carved out of 
moist, fresh wood, drops un- 
scathed to the ground, and there 
is a mad scramble among the 
boys for the prized symbol. 


Barrio San Pedro of Antique 

Antique is the most impover- 
ished province on Panay island. i 
isthe source of migrant workers, 
especially of the sacadas, who are 
Seasonal workers for the sugar- 
cane plantations inthe nearby is- 
land of Negros. Whereas Negros 
is known as the "Sugar Bowi of 
the Philippines" Antique is che 
"Home of the Sacadas 


Major source of OFWs 

Recently, with the decline of 
the Philippine sugar industry, An- 
tique has become the country's 
major source of overseas Filipino 
workers (OFWs), oF as they call 
themselves, “glorified sacadas.” 
(The word sacada literally means 
‘taken, hence recruited.) Be- 
cause of this, they alo сай them- 
selves шуш Andqueos "An- 
tiquefo vagabonds" or “runaway 
Aitiquetos." 


Evelio Javier killed here. 

The setting of the Judas ritual 
is Barrio San Pedro off the capital 
town of San Jose de Buenavista. 
‘This town’s plaza is famous in its 
own right for having been the site 
of former Gov, Evelio Javier's as- 
sassination in January 1986. As 
the sacadas of Negros, the An- 
tiquehos are also imprinted in the 
Pilipino consciousness аз the 
icons of poverty exploitation and 
oppression, especially at the 
height of the martial law period 
in the 1970s and 30s, 

ignboards in San Jose—Hke 
this name of a small carinderia, 
"Stomach Development" recall 
the years when it was the benefi- 
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the Marikina jail in October 2004. 
She was later asked to ead a pro- 
gram to keep them distracted 
топ! the dark conditions behind 
bars. 

Reluctant, she says she was 
challenged when she overheard 
‘one young inmate say: "We've got 
someone new again. Lets see 
how long this one will las." 

"Good thing there are poor 
people like us in this world," an- 
‘other one said. "We help keep the 
rich busy. And we bring them to 
heaven. 


Crayons and Bibles 

For the following Mondays 
without fail, Nadela would visit 
the group, ‘bringing with her 
crayons and sketch pads, Bibles 
and crucifixes. Soon they were 
drawing and praying, and open- 
ing up to the stranger. 

‘Their works were predomi- 
nantly about prison life and their 
experiences in the streets. One 
drew a witch. He said it was his 
mother who had abandoned 
him. 

‘The diligence paid off. 


Life in tattoos 

‘The youth offenders, guided by 
freelance artist Dennis Miguel, 
‘came up with an exhibit of their 
own in late 2004. A bigger exhibit 
is set at фе GSIS Building: on 
April 17. 


ciary of funding agencies. Today 
the meaning of “layas Antiquefio” 
extends to the contemporary phe- 
‘nomenon of global diaspora. 

‘The present population of San 
Pedro is difficult to pin down be- 
cause of its migrant nature. The 
2000 census records it at 5,000. 
But for a small community it has a 
disproportionately large number 
of religious sects—seven in all: 
Catholic, Philippine Independent 
(ог Iglesia Independyente), Igle- 
sia ni Kristo, Baptist, Evangelist, 
Jehovah's Witnesses and 7th Day 
‘Adventist. The population, how- 
ever, is predominantly Catholic. 


History of Judas ritual 
There was а time when the 
Philippine Independent Church, 
founded by Gregorio Aglipay, was 
the dominant religion in many 
towns and barrios of Antique and 
other Visayan islands. The Judas 
fitual began shortly after the 
Philippine Independent Church 
жаз established in Barrio San Ре 
го їп 1903, although the elders 
Say that this ritual has been held 
Sever since they can remember" 
and even before they were bor. 


Not Catholic rite 

Fr Glicerio Geremia, director 
of the St. Peters Seminary in this 
barrio, firmly disowns it as a 
Catholic rite and claims that i is 
affiliated with the Independent 
Church. “Shenanigans” is how 
another priest dismisses it. 

То be sure, the Judas ritual, 
which ends with the hanging and 
burning of his effigy, is not unique 
to Antique. It is also held in several 
other provinces all over the coun- 
try such as in locos, Laguna, Bula- 
сап, and other parts of Panay. In 
these other places, the ritual is defi- 
nitely organized by the Indepen- 
dents. 


Unique to Antique 

But what is unique to the Judas 
ritual of Barangay San Pedro is 
the giant phallus thar is attached 
to his effigy. 

"The parade begins simultane- 
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At Nadela’s house, the boys 
sorry pest are written all over 
their scarred bodies, lean frames 
used as tattoo canvases during 
their stint at the city jail. Many of 
them sport colorful hair, giving 
them the look of someone you 
would never want to meet in a 
darkalley. 

But their looks Бету 
them they're no hardened crim- 
inal. Their crimes, at least inso- 
far as some are concerned, range 
from simple theft to cell phone 
snatching. Mark was jailed for 
stealing scrap metal. 

One of them was charged with 
frustrated homicide for his role in 
a rumble. 


She doesn't scare easy 

Still, theyre not the rype who 
would scare Nadela away. То 
think that she has a prety daugh- 
ter, 22-yearold Flexi, living with 
het 

"peat with them, 1 sleep with 
them. But never did 1 lose any- 
thing and not once did they 
threaten me or anything,” the 
mother says. 

if anything, its her neighbors 
who are uneasy. They fear its just 
3 matter of time before they see a 
Violent jailbreak or а bloody 
hostage drama in the Sarte 
household. 

Only a lone guard stationed at 
the gate by the local government 


ously with the Catholic Mass on 
the eve of Easter Sunday It makes 
the rounds of the barrio, going 
from street to street, and pauses 
їп front of the Catholic church. 
Here, Judas and his entourage 
жай forthe Mass to end. 

"The elders blithely recall that, in 
times past, the end of the Mass sig- 
naled the start of exuberant, even 
Tambuncious, activites. As the 
Catholics emerged fom the 
church, the Judas paraders pur- 
sued the single women, old or 
young, with Judas and his boune- 
ing phallus. This was the one day 
of the year when the prim and 
proper churehwomen could shriek, 
figuratively let their hair down, 
and sil be consistent with their 
desire to preserve their virtue. 

"The parade would end at the 
plaza, where the people took 
urs chanting the “panangis” 
Gamentation) and dancing the 
curacha. The passages of lamen- 
tation were taken from that chap- 
ter ofthe pasyon that accused Ju- 
das not only of treachery but also 
of being the product of that most 
heinous of sexual perversions, in- 
сеп. For example, this stanza 
from Gaspar Aquino de Belen's 
pasyon (in English translation): 
fior the lineage from which he 
sprung was lustful, whose stain 
бай no equal; for he sprung from 
the sin of incest.” 

‘Someone then lighted the fuse 
sticking out of Judas's shoes and 
фе exploded in a burst of fire- 
crackers while he was hanged by 
the neck with an abaca noose. 


Loudest blast 

‘The firecrackers were stuffed 
inside the effigy, along with 
flammable materials of rice straw 
and abaca cloth. His head, being 
the biggest part of the effigy, took 
the longest to explode because it 
was stuffed with the largest and 
most numerous firecrackers. But 
the loudest blast occurred in his 
testicles, which were also dispro- 
portionately large so as to hold 
the strongest explosives. 

The ritual was also a contest 
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keeps watch over the boys as а 
matter of procedure. 


Honesty and discipline 

Nadela understands her neigh- 
bors anxie If only they would 
drop by her house and see for 
themselves how the teenagers аге 
doing, she's certain their fears 
would be allayed. 

She has realized, for instance, 
that there is no problem with 
honesty and discipline 

То keep the boys busy, she 
came up with a daily schedule 
that allotted time for prayers, 
exercise, and creative and 
household work. Its unlike in a 
city jail or military dormitory, 
where actions are numbered. 
One digression means punish- 
ment. 

‘Alternating at kitchen work on 
а weekly basis is a necessity con- 
sidering that Nadela, a single par- 
ent since her husband Chito died 
in 2002, can't cook for them all 
hetime. 


Mutual love 

During the Inqumen visit, 
Jasper, 18, was manning the 
kitchen, making sure that every 
one was getting his fair share of 
meatloaf and rice. Later, Mark 
washed the plates. 

Traces of his Japanese father 
are in the eyes of Jasper. He has 
never seen him. He hasn't seen 


for the best panangis chanter, the 
best curacha dancer and—be- 
cause there used to be as many as 
10 Judases—the best effigy. 

The town artist Nonoy Galdo 
Escarlan, significantly an Inde- 
pendent, now deceased, acquired 
а reputation for designing the 
best-looking effigy and most im- 
pressive carving of the phallus. 

The prizes were purchased with 
money collected from the barrio 
people, whose income derived 
from ‘fishing, small-scale rice 
planting, muscovado “brown sug- 
ar" milling. The effigy, too, was a 
product of communal activity 

Aside from the barrio people 
‘who contributed the money for 
the firecrackers, some were des- 
ignated as the rice-straw gather- 
ers (tagahakot sang uhut) and the 
abace-ioth sewers (tagatahi 
sang sinamay), which were used 
for the stuffing. 


Nolonger original 

Disappointingly the ritual as it 
is held now has hardly anything 
left of the original form. On Black 
Saturday of 2002, which was 
when witnessed it, there was on- 
ly one Judas, with a dispropor- 
отау small phallus and a reg- 
ularsized head. The testicles 
"were a pair of guavas wrapped in 
э piece of ladies stocking and 
hung from the phallus with a 
wire These were not stuffed with 
Firecrackers and were meant io 
drop to the ground with the phal- 
ius when the burning of the effigy 
was over. The explosions hardly 
lasted five minutes. 

Fortunately, however, the high 
point of the rirual remained that 
бау Everything of Judas was com- 
pletely consumed by the fire, ех- 
Сер his phallus, which was carved 
ош of fresh wood. It dropped to 
the ground, and anyone who 
wanted to would have been al- 
loved to pick шр and keep it for 
themselves. Above the din of ex- 
plosions and the manylayered 
rendering of "Aloha Oe; there was 
the solitary voice of an elderly 
woman chanting the panangis. 
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his Filipino mother for quite 
sometime, as well 

“Thats the way things go 
here; Nadela says. “Even if fm 
ош, they know what to do. They 
cook their food and clean up af- 
terward." 

In their few months together, 
the boys have come to regard her 
asa doting mother And they have 
been reciprocating. 

John Paul, 13, finds no diffi 
ty sitting in her lap or showering 
her with hugs and kisses. 

Life with meaning 

A cherubic boy, he is easily 
much cuter than your average tal- 
ent search contestant or child ac- 

"His father is in Pampanga and 
his mother now has а family of 
herown. 

John Paul was begging for 
Christmas alms under the 
Katipunan Bridge when cops took 
him in instead of the snatcher 
they were running after last De 
cember. 

Nadela is convinced John Paul 
and the rest of the group will go 
places if only someone wouid 
look after them. To her mind, 
breaking a simple city ordinance 
and then spending years in jail 
for it isn't the way any kid should 


go. 
“They have to realize that 
their life should have meaning," 


Judas phallic rites symbol of protest begun in Antique 


The bario ombudsman er- 
plained that the phallus was made 
smaller that year because the 
youth and children might no 
longer perceive it as innocently as 
before. In spite ofthe lack of the ur- 
ban amenities in Antique, media, 
especially cable TV, DVD, and the 
Internet have invaded the region. 
In effect, globalization has pene- 
trated the consciousness of the 
people of San Pedro and eroded 
their traditions. Antique is partiou- 
larly vulnerable to this because of 
its status as an OFW province. 

Such в the magical realist Ме of 
possmodem Philippines, where а 
globalized village named afer San 
Pedro (for whom the cock crowed 
three times) strangely ignores its 
patron saint in favor of that despi 
Cable traitor, Judas and his mar- 
velous but silent sex organ! 


Phallic power 

But why, we may ask, does this 
ritual, which focuses on the 
theme of Judas's treachery, re- 
volve around his phallus? 

"The revolution against Spain 
was necessarily anticlerical. 
When Independents mocked the 
{Catholics ouside the church dur- 
ing Mass, they were in effect giv- 
ing the Catholics the third finger, 
or synonymously, the accusing 
finger This was not only а reli 
gious statement but а political 
Ene as well The independents 
Were waving a symbol of nation 
lism in defiance of that structure 
of Spanish  oppression—the 
Catholic Church. 


Symbol of protest 

Hence, if nothing of the effigy 
survives’ except the рш 
ls which the Spanish friars 
preached as being that “ities” 
part of the human anatomy—itis 
2 triumphant symbol of protest 
against any or all oppressive pow- 
er structures. 

The Judas rial was the peo- 
ples assertion of the freedom of 
Speech and thought during the 
Revolution of 1896, as well as 
their realization of the Spaniards 
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orders made by friends and her 
daughters officemates. She 
wants to be a soft drinks dealer 
this year. 


P10-M loan portfolio 

‘The Eco-Reach's loan portfolio 
for the Nanay Project is expected 
to reach P10 million this year 
with a target 3,000 beneficiaries 
in their 60 loan centers all over 
the country. 

"We want to live out our 
faith, What good is being a 
Christian if you don’t do any- 
thing?” BCBP executive direc- 
tor Joji de Rivera, a former 
banker, said. 

With businessmen practicing 
the advice of him whom the Bible 
describes as the richest king in 
history, the Lord may indeed find 
Himself with a long list of 
‘payables sometime soon, 


shessys. 
Picking up the pieces 


Seven of her former wards are 
now picking up the pieces. Three 
of them are employed as gas 
boys, two as conductors and one 
as a dishwasher. The last one is 
back with his family bringing 
home with him the same atmo- 
sphere of order and discipline he 
learned from Nadela. 

Mark, once described as "tun- 
gaw" for his perennial silence, is 
now showing signs of an active 
life. He has been repairing elec- 
tric fans and radios or whatever 
he can get his hands on in the 
house. 

Last month, former housemate. 
Hamsa, 21, paid a surprise visit. 


First paycheck 

‘An attendant earning P200 
daily at a gas station in Bayan- 
Bayanan, Hamsa was eager to 
give his "mother" Nadela his first 
paycheck. 

“Please take it. It's the first time 
that got a real and decent pay" 
the excited Hamsa told her. 

Touched, Nadela refused the 
толеу. But she asked him to buy 
bath soap and toothpaste forthe 
boys left behind. 

She knows that they, too, will 
pass on the same act of kindness. 
and gratitude to those who will 
be coming after them. 


use of the Catholic Church as an 
instrument of state oppression. 
When the Filipinos liberated 
themselves from the abusive au- 
thority of the Catholic Church, 
their sense of triumph expressed 
itselfina display of phallic power. 

As such, the discourse of Judas 
phallus extends beyond the little 
plaza of Barrio San Pedro and pen- 
erates all of Philippine culture, 
most especially in areas of culture 
‘where sexual discourse is deliber- 
ately suppressed аз taboo, either 
by censorship or by a bourgeois 
sense of "decency and good taste.” 

But the phallus as a signifier of 
revolutionary power has since 
been coopted in various ways, too. 
Phallic power is what President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo hopes 
sheis exhibiting when she parades 
alleged criminals or terrorists be- 
fore the public. I is all the com- 
merce that goes on outside the 
Quiapo cathedral, with the man- 
drake roots, the abortifacients, the 
Sto. Niño image with the erection, 
the prayers and love potions—all 
forsale. The third finger, which is 
the digital representation of phal- 
lie power, is what Kris Aquino 
gives the Filipino people when she 
deliberately transforms her pri- 
vate life into a public scandal in 
her very own confessional booths, 
her TV talk show and GKNB 
(Game Ka Na Ba). 


Vanishing rites 

Phallie power is what is steadi- 
ly shrinking in the barrio of San 
Pedro, mainly because of the loss 
of husbands gone to sea or their 
temasculatio by the departure of 
wives gone to Japan and other 
Such global employers. The ritual 
of Judas and his phallus has been 
gradually disappearing from the. 
barrio that created it. Who knows 
but that ít may vanish altogether 
sooner than later. But the text of 
the Judas ritual is not circum- 
scribed by the plaza where he is 
hanged and set on fire. Judas and 
his phallus is everywhere around 
us. is just a matter of reading it 
everywhere itis inseribed. 
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АЕР clears four generals after hearing 70 witnesses 


From page Al 


Also cleared was retired Brig. 
беп. Francisco Gudani, who was 
accused of being sympathetic to 
the opposition. 

"On the four senior officers 
mentioned [in the "Hello багі" 
tapes], not one of the witnesses. 
testified on any direct knowledge. 
whether or not they participated 
in any election fraud," Mayuga 
said on АВА. 

"Of the 70 resource persons in- 
terviewed, there was no mention 
of any direct evidence that will 
link these four gentlemen to any 
lection fraud," he said. 

Presidential Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor preempted 
Mayuga's announcement when 
he told reporters in Baguio City 
that the report cleared the gener- 
als mentioned in the "Hello Gar- 
"tapes. 

Esperon was deputy chief of staff 
for operations [3] and deputy 
commander of Task Force HOPE 
(Honest, Orderly and Peaceful 
Elections] during the elections. He 
‘was named Army chief last August. 

Habacon was commander of 


the Ist Infantry Division based in 
Sulu while Kyamko was South- 
‘com chief during the elections. 
 Gudani was then the commander 

“of the First Marine Brigade based 
in Marawi City. 


Abuordered probe 

The probe started in late July 
nearly two months alter the purport- 
ed conversations between Ms Ar- 
Toyo and former Election Commis- 
sioner Virgilio Garcilano in which 
the two allegedly discussed ways to 
ensure her victory by at least а mil- 
lion votes became known. 

‘The voterigging allegation 
sparked calls for Ms Arroyo's res- 
ignation. 

Then AFP Chief of Staff Gen. 
Efren Abu ordered the probe after 
а number of active officers led by 
former Scout Rangers chief Brig. 
Gen. Danilo Lim and Marine Col. 
Ariel Querubin threatened to re- 
signor goon mass eave unless the 
officials implicated in the "Hello 
Garci” scandal were investigated. 

Lim and Querubin themselves 
were implicated in a plot by elite 
military troops and police to 
withdraw support from Ms Ar- 
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Toyo last Feb. 24, when she 
placed the country under a state 
‘of emergency until March 3. 


Lower-ranked officers 
Mayuga said the board did not 
find any irregularities committed by 
the about 300 officers and soldiers 
who were deputized as members of 
the Board of Election Inspectors. 
But he said some lower-rank- 
ing officers whom he did not 
identify should be further investi 
gated for possible involvement in 
election irregularities. He did not 
say if these irregularities were re- 
lated to Ms Arroyo's candidacy. 
"Ours is not to pass judgment 


duty be reviewed. Soldiers are tra- 
ditionally assigned to guard ballot 
boxes and the canvassing of votes. 
Mayuga noted that the canvass- 
ing of votes was conducted inside 
two military camps and the assis- 
tance of soldiers was solicited in the 
 dustering of precincts in some areas. 
‘The President reviewed the re- 
port and approved its recommen- 


dations, according to Press Secre- 
tary Ignacio Bunye. 

“We have nothing to hide and 
there is nothing to be defensive 
about in the AFP fact-finding re- 
port,” Bunye said in a statement. 

"With the Presidents order to 
make public the contents of the re- 
port, we hope that this would help. 
‘end the intrigues intended to ma- 
lign the President and divide the 
‘Armed Forces,” Bunye said. 


Present evidence 

Defensor said the administra 
tion was expecting to be criti- 
ized by people who would not 
agree with the reports findings. 

"If they are insisting that there 
жаз cheating in the election, they 
must work to present the evi- 
dence," he said. 

‘After the investigation by the 
Mayuga body, Defensor said what 
was “more important" was the re- 
forms to be instituted "to protect. 
the AFP and the process of elec- 
tions in the country" 

The broadcast over govem- 
ment TV nearly did not push 
through after the military brass 
canceled their reservation for 


the7 pm. to 9 p.m. time slot af- 
ter learning that the media had 
gotten wind of their TV appear- 
ance. 


Broadcast site secret. 

The top brass apparently 
thought reporters would goto the 
NBN-4 studios in Quezon City to 
interview them. They decided to 
push through with the broadcast 
from an undisclosed place. 

Col. Tristan Kison, AFP Public 
Information Office chief, said on 
Tuesday that Senga and Mayuga 
would present the report at a 
news conference. He could not be 
reached yesterday. 

He only sent word to one re- 
porter that the announcement 
would be made over NBN-4 at 
around 4 p.m. 

Те factfinding board 
wrapped up its investigation in 
October but Mayuga, who was 
then the AFP Inspector General, 
did not submit it until Jan. 20. 
Mayuga was named Navy chief 
on Dec.8. 

Senga forwarded the report to 
Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz 
Je in late February. Cruz in turn 


Too little, too late, says opposition of Mayuga report 


From page Al 
the results of the investigation 
conducted by Vice Admiral Mateo 
Mayuga only raised more ques- 
tions than answers. 

“It only proves that the AFP has 
not really been insulated from pol- 
ities," Sen. Jamby Madrigal said. 

Lacson lamented that AFP Chief 
of Staff Gen. Generoso Senga and 
Mayuga had failed to take advan- 
tage of their positions to thoroughly 
investigate the "Hello Garci" scandal 
that has been hounding the Arroyo 
administration since June last year 

‘The scandal revolves around 
purported wiretapped conversa- 
tions between Ms Arroyo and for- 
‘mer Election Commissioner Virgilio 
Garcillano in which they allegedly 
conspired to rig the results of the 
May 2004 presidental election. 

In one conversation, Ms Arroyo 
supposedly asked Garcillano to 
ensure a one-million vote lead 
over the late actor Fernando Poe 
Je, the opposition coalition's 


standard-bearer. 

The tapes mentioned Army 
chief Le. Gen. Hermogenes Esper- 
‘on, Southern Command chief Lt. 
Gen, Gabriel Habacon and retired 
Lt. Gen. Roy Kyamko as support- 
ers of Ms Arroyo. 

Sanitized 

Lacson said he was not ruling 
out that the Mayuga report had 
been sanitized. 

“Yes,” Lacson said when asked 
if he had information the report 
had been cleansed. 

“And if proven, it could blow 
up into something that the AFP 
leadership and Malacafiang can't 
manage and control," he said. 

lacon, a former Philippine Na- 
tional Police chief, however, десей 
то say which pars of the report had 
been sanitized and at what level of 
the goverment this was done. 

Biazon said he would formally 
ask for a copy of the Mayuga re- 
port and the statements of some 
70 witnesses so he could use 


these as a take-off point for his 
next hearing in late May. 

“I need to examine the report 
and the statements. How was the 
investigation conducted? How 
were the questions asked?” said 
Biazon, chair of the Senate com- 
mittee on national defense. 


Names of witnesses. 

‘The senator said he would also 
ask the military to give him the 
names of the witnesses to establish 
if they included military personnel 
who had signified their willingness 
to testify at the Senate inquiry but 
later decided not to. 

“I wanted to know if the wi 
nesses included people who had 
approached me, but clammed up 
because of what happened to Gu- 
dani and Balutan,” he said. 

Afer testifying at the Senate 
committee's Sept. 28 hearing, Brig. 
Gen. Francisco Gudani and L. Col. 
‘Alexander Balutan were subjected 
to court-martial proceedings for 
defying the President's order not to 


appear at the inquiry. 

Gudani, who was mentioned in 
the бага tapes, denied any role in 
lection fraud and testified at the 
Senate that Fist Gentleman Jose 
Miguel Arroyo flew twice to Min- 
danao to deliver P500 milion before. 
the 2004 elections, a daim flatly de- 
nied by the President's husband. 

Biazon said he would invite some 
of the witnesses to the next hearing 
арй hoped thet by that time, the 
Supreme Court would have ruled on 
Executive Order No. 464 which bars 

‘officals from hearings 
‘without the Presidents consent. 

Unless the order was lifted, 
there would be no closure to the 
scandal, he said. 


Is this original report? 


“People will never forget Press 
Secretary Ignacio Bunye's 1 have 


two CDs (compact discs)" state- 
ment, the fake and the genuine 
(phone conversations). 

“So, does the presidential 
spokesperson have only one report. 
or two?" the congressman said. 

Golez claimed last year that he 
had received information that 
members of the Intelligence Service 
of the Armed Forces of the Philip 
pines were the ones who bugged 
the phone conversations between 


Ms Arroyo and Garcillano. 


Timing suspect. 

Салйало had repeatedly told а 
joint congressional пашу that he 
‘was no “superman” who could sin- 
ge handedly manipulate the econ 
esl o ensure Ms Arroyo's Малу. 

"The wiretaps triggered an im- 
peachment drive in the House of 
Representatives, which was easi- 
iy defeated by the administra- 
tion's allies. 

Golez sid the timing of the re- 
ports release was suspect. "Or is 
this news managemen, knowing 


T 


forwarded it to Malacañang on 
April S. 

‘The AFP had to get the Presi- 
dent's permission to disclose the 
report. 


Relieved for no clear reason. 
in the tapes, a man believed to 
be Garcillano told a woman be- 
lieved to be Ms Arroyo that a Gen- 
eral Gudani was sympathetic to the 
opposition. "Garcillano" told "Ms 
Arroyo" he had coordinated with а 
General Esperon and a General 
Kyamko to relieve Gudani. 

Guéani was relieved as brigade 
commander during the crucial can- 
vassing of votes for no dear reason. 

їп the tapes, “Garcilano” also 
complained to "Ms Arroyo” that a 
General Habacon did not know how 
to manufacture election documents. 

Philippine National Police Di- 
rector General Arturo Lomibao 
and his predecessor, now Public 
Works Secretary Hermogenes 
Ebdane, were also mentioned in 
thetapes. _ With reports from 
Christine О. Avendaño and Gil 
C. Cabacungan Jr. and Desiree 
Соза, PDI Northern Luzon Bu- 


[there are] no major newspapers on 
Maundy Thursday and Good Fri- 
day? And praying the issue would 
Фе and blow over by Easter. They 
should not be too confident the is- 
sue will not resurrect," he said. 

For his part, Balutan wanted to 
know the reason Esperon, Haba- 
соп and Kyamko were cleared by 
the military board. 

A formal investigation of the ac- 
tivities of the generals during the 
presidential election would have 
been preferable to a mere "fact- 
finding inquiry,” Balutan said. 


Junior officers’ clamor 

He sid the clamor of junior offi- 
cers was to know what really hap- 
pened during the presidential race. 
"they said they were cleared, that 
‘means the boxing is over," he said. 

Marine Col. Ariel Querubin ree 
fused to comment on the report. 
His wife said the colonel "does 
тог want to rock the boat.” 

“Не has a gag order” his wife 
Flor said on the phone. 


Palace assures 6 sure of awards; more to be added to list 


From pageAl 
tial adviser on culture, also said 
“maybe one, two, even three 
names" could still be added. 


Muslim sculptor 

Yesterday, Palace Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor indicated who 
the additional awardee might 
be Muslim sculptor and painter 
‘Abdulmari Asia Imao. 

Defensor said a group of Muslim 
cultural groups had been clamoring 
for Malacaiang to give а Muslim 
arts the National Arist Award, the 
highest national recognition ac- 
corded Filipinos who had made sig- 
nificant conribudons to the arts. 

He said he “accidentally sat” in on 
а recent Palace meeting where the 
Muslim damor for imao being rec- 
ognized was discussed and said this 
might be the reason Malacañang 
was "holding back” from announc- 
ing the inal ist of awardees. 

Earlier on Tuesday, Malacafang. 
released alist containing the 
names of six distinguished Filipino 
amiss-Bienvenido 1. Lumbera 
(келише), Ramon A. Obusan 
(dance), Benedicto Cabrera (visual 


arts), lidefonso P Santos J, (archi 
тесе), Ramon Valera (fashion 
design) and Poe (flm)—who will 
be conferred the rank and tide of 
(Order of National Arist. 


Official list withdrawn 

Later that day, however, Palace 
executives scrambled to pull back 
the memo from public release, 
claiming that the list was not yet 
final and the selection process 
was still going on. 

But Ambeth Ocampo, the chair 
of the joint board of commission- 
ers of the National Commission of 
Culture and the Arts, told the IN- 
quier the other day that the se- 
lection process had been com- 
pleted and the list of recommend- 
‘ed awardees sent to the Palace 
which confirmed them. 

The NCCA jointly administers 
the awards with the Cultural Cen- 
ter of the Philippines. The two in- 
stitutions conduct the "commit- 
tee of peers” review of the candi- 
dates and make the recommen- 
dations to the President who con- 
firms the awardees and makes 
the final announcement. 


According to sources in the cul- 
rural community, the awards have 
been attended by controversy in the 
past because of Malacafangs 
propensity to add names to the list 
of recommendees made by the se- 
Jection process although they made 
ear that Presidents were legally 
‘within their rights to do this. 


Palace review 

Alvarez, who is also executive 
director of the NOCA, took the 
Palace line that the selection pro- 
‘cess was not yet complete. She ex- 
plained that after the selection 
body sends its list to the President, 
there was sil a Palace "honors 
committee” review before the deci- 
sion was made on the final ist. 

She said the honors committee 
had yet to meet on the 2006 
awardees. Aside from the Presi- 
dent, this committee is made up of 
Ermita and Joaquin Lagonera, the 
senior executive deputy secretary 
‘She said she might also be asked to 
join the committee's meetings. 

Alvarez confirmed that Imao 
was being considered by Mala- 
cafiang because letters had 


poured in from Muslim cultural 
organizations in his behalf after 
the original six were chosen. She 
said Imao was on the list of candi- 
dates considered by the selection 
committee but was not chosen. 
"He (Imao) deserves it (the 
award) because he is the first Fil- 
ipino Muslim to gain internation- 
al fame for his art,” said Alvarez, 
who refused to call the pressure 
from the Muslim organizations 
on imao's behalf “lobbying.” 
Imao, who hails from Jolo, Su- 
Ju, draws his inspiration from the 
Tausug and Maranao artistic tra- 
ditions of Mindanao, particularly 
the art of the okir wood-carving 
design, which he interprets in a 
contemporary idiom. 


Proper respect 
The President conferred on 
Imao the Presidential Medal of 
Merit only in June 2005. 
Partisans of oe, the opponent of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo in the 
2004 election, reacted as И Mala- 
сабап was taking back the award 
that already belonged to Poe. 
Senate Minocky Leader Aqui 


no Pimentel Jc, claiming to have 
heard from his own sources that 
Malacafiang wanted Poe stricken 
off the list, said it smacked of politi- 
cal persecution of the worst kind. 

“їз a terrible thing. Now that 
he's dead, they re stili pushing him 
around Ше a wet rag," he said. 

Marichu Maceda, a close friend 
of Poe's widow Susan, said in an 
ANC television interview that 
Malacañang did not show proper 
respect for Poe when it bungled 
the announcement. 

Alvarez clarified that the 
award for Poe was not being 
withdrawn. 

“There's really no confusion. 
Since 2004, Poe had been nomi- 
mated, But since the awards are 
given only every three years, we 
had to wait till 2006 to give it to 
him,” she said. 


Misunderstanding 
Explaining how the misunder- 
standing could have happened, Er- 
ta said the names of the six nomi- 
nees were forwarded to the Presi- 
dent by the National Pim Academy 
under the supervision ofthe NOCA. 


"Upon the approval ofthe Pres- 
ident, it was handed to the Proto- 
col [office] and given to the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary, but 
without knowing that there were 
still things that need to be done, 
need to be processed," he said. 

He said the process was not yet 
final because his office had yet to 
prepare an executive order an- 
nouncing the awardees. 

"We are in the process of 
preparing that so until such time 
аз we submit it to the President 
and she signs it, then nothing re- 
ally is complete,” Ermita said. 


Alapse 
He said "there must have been a 
lapse somewhere but .. the confer- 
теш of the) awards is în June, 30 
im a maximum of two weels, ev- 
шуй wil be ial” he said: 
"dont think s anyone's ful 
The Prorocol and OPS just did not 
know that the documentation pro- 
ess was not yet finished, he sid. 
"I dort ink theres anything 
1o apologize for These thing 
happen Ermita said. With are- 
portfrom TJ Burgonio 


BIR chiefs presence panics tax-evading shopkeepers 


From page Al 


tailers who have failed to file 
sales tax returns, 

He doesn't have to go far. 

А request for receipts in one 
store elicits a blank look from the 
manager. On the wall is a photo of 
former first lady and infamous 
big spender Imelda Marcos 
checking out the shop's ornamen- 
tal frogs, bags and air fresheners. 

"I suppose she doesn't ask for a 
receipt,” said Bunag, shaking his 
head. 

Тах evasion has been described 
as the national sport of the Philip- 
pines, where more than two-thirds 
‘of elf-employed people, from hair- 
dressers to doctors, pay less in- 
come tax than they should. 

‘Determined to beef up govern- 
‘ment revenue and her own paltry 
support level, President Macapa- 
gabAmoyo has revived а 
three-pronged campaign to crack 
down оп bootleggers, tax 
dşdgers and internal corruption. 


‘The snappily titled RATE (Run. 
After Tax Evaders), RATS (Run 
‘After The Smugglers) and RIPS 
(Revenue Integrity Protection 
Service) failed last year to ensure 
that the Bureau of Customs and 
the BIR met their targets. 

This year, an increase in the re- 
vamped national sales tax has 
helped the agencies beat their 
goals and squeezed the budget 
deficit in January and February to 
40.4 billion, 16 percent below 
target. 


$76-B debt 

But analysts say the Philip- 
pines, Asia's largest issuer of gov- 
ferment debt after Japan, needs 
to clamp down on tax evasion 
and establish a track record of im- 
proved revenue before rating 
agencies will upgrade the outlook 
onis $76-billión debt. 

An improved credi rating 
could cut the cost of servicing that 
debt mountain and lift investors" 

a confidence in the country, 


‘The obstacles to encouraging 
full paymentof dues are manifold 
amid widespread poverty, corrup- 
tion and scant resources. 

Bunag said his agency collect- 
ed only 70 percent of what it 
should. Add that shortfall to the 
estimated P175 billion lost to 
smuggling, according to the Fed- 
eration of Philippine Industries, 
and the state is missing out on 
around P400 billion a year. 


Big fish 

"The BIR has filed around 50 
tax evasion cases since March 
2008 but no one has been con- 
мава 

Officials have filed around 30 
cases against tax collectors and 
Customs officers accused of 
creaming off stare funds, but no 
опе has been jailed and only a 
handful have lost their jobs. 

Bunag, who became BIR chief 
in July, believes publicity is the 
key. "We need to go after the big 
fish, some well-known individuals. 


and companies, "he told Reuters. 
Some high-profile people were 
targeted last year, including 
erAgicue Secretary Arthur 
Tap, feired Maj Сеп Carlos Garcia 
anda number of local celebris 
Эш арап from Garcia—who 
was sentenced to rwo years ar hard 
labor by a miliary cour for legal- 
ly amassing меш ло one has 
оеп convicted and che BIR sil 
missed ts 2005 collection target of 
547 bilion, hiring P534 bilion. 


Well connected 

Ina country where politics and 
big business are closely linked 
through family ties and patron- 
age, nabbing big tax dodgers can 
be hazardous. 

"They are well connected, they 
have influential friends. 

‘You have to make sure that you 
do not step on anyone's toes,” 
Bunag said. 

Some analysts question 
whether the government has the 
appetite to go after major tax 


dodgers, with Ms Arroyo's posi- 
tion still weak after allegations 
she cheated in the 2004 election. 

“1 think there will be some im- 
provement in collection and effi- 
ciency at the Bureau of Customs 
and the BIR,” said Рт. Rosario 
Manasan, public finance expert 
at the Philippine Institute for De- 
velopment Studies. 

“But with regard to tax evaders, 
that program will not be pursued 
as strongly as it was last year.” 

Last year, Ms Arroyo cut the 
budget deficit to P146.5 billion, 
or 2.8 percent of GDR beating a 
goal of 3.4 percent of GDP by 
keeping а tight lid on spending. 


15% spending target 
"This year, the Philippines is aim- 
ing to cur is shortfall to P125 bil- 
lion or 2.1 percent of GDP and has 
penciled in a 15-percent increase 
spending after years of restraint. 
Under funding and low 
salaries at the collection agencies 
Area mejor obstacle to improving 


tax returns. Graft is widespread 
and lack of resources за constant. 
frustration for the honest. 


"Smuggler's paradise’ 

The absence of basic equip- 
ment and the multitude of private 
wharf have led the US State De- 
partment to describe the Philip- 
pines asa smugglers paradise. 

Customs Commissioner 
Napoleon Morales has asked staff 
to bring paintings and plants into 
their dilapidated headquarters in 
an attempt to make the working 
day less stressful. 

Customs officials trying to 
tackle smuggling along the coun- 
пуз 36,200-km coastline think 
sniffer dogs and boats would be. 
more ofa help- 

“We do not have a single water- 
craft,” said Nestorio Gualberto, 
director of customs’ intelligence 
and enforcement, 

"We rely on the coast guard or. 
we have to usc water taxis.” 

Reuters 
А 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


THE PASSION 
ACCORDING TO 
MILITANTS: Under 
GMA there'sa crown 
of thorns to bear. 


WHO'S KEEPING 
‘THE PEACE? The 
Manila Police District 
officers and men 
take turns reading 
the “pasyon,” atits 
headquarters on UN 
Avenue, Ermita, an 
annal ritual that 
gives the cops time 
offfor reflection. 


MORE PRAYERS 
said on the second 
day ofthe retreat of 
President Arroyo 
andher Cabinet in 
Baguio City. Front 
row from left, 
Budget Secretary 
Rolando Andaya, 
Executive Secretary 
Eduardo Ermita and 
Justice Secretary 
Raul Gonzalez. 


KNE DEVOTION of the faithful who are flocking to churches 


allover this overwhelmingly Catholic country. 


E he The faith of the Filipino is 


~~ one of his jewels; often it’s 


NS all he’s got, and it is enough 


GOING HOME: (Above and right) Family after family leave the urban jungle for the kinder, gentler winds. 
of their hometowns. 
^ 
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ё... 
uTANY OF 
PRAYERS: Lenten 

season oF not, nuns 
never stop praying, 
never stop going гю 
church. They reat 
the Manila Cathedral 
ahead ofthe hordes 
expected today for 
the ites ofthe Visita 
iglesia. Gc. 


CASHING in on the 
religious fervor of the 
week, a vendor sells 
‘wooden rosaries in 
front of the Manila 
Cathedral. w 
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Half of carjack cases ‘stage-managed,’ 


By Luige A. del Puerto. 


aged," he said. 


At around 10 pm. on March 


ABOUT HALF OF THE CAR- 
jacking cases involving high- 
end vehicles in Metro Manila 
since January might have been 
"stage-managed"—that is, the 
cars were reported stolen in or- 
der to collect the insurance, po- 
lice said. 

The police said yesterday they 
plan to charge two persons with 
perjury after they reported that a- 
Ра S-million Mercedes Benz had 
been taken from one of them at 
gunooit by armed men in Mani- 

"The Philippine National Police- 
‘Traffic Management Group iden- 
tified the duo as Mark Beran and 
Emilio Ong. 

Investigation revealed that the 
Mercedes Benz had, in fact, been 
sold to a casino financier hours 
before the supposed car theft. 
‘The financier had the Benz all the. 
time that it was reported stolen, 
the police said. 

"Because of this incident, we 
are checking other cases of c 
jacking,” said Chief Supt. Errol 
Pan, director of the PNPTMG. 

"My theory is that 50 percent 
of cases of carjacking during 
the first quarter involving high- 
end cars, meaning cars that use 
digital Keys, were stage-man- 


а police 


while he 


that Ong 


some 12 
bery was: 
the TMG. 


cause he 


prised” to 
carjacking 


lice said. 


spired. 
vehicles 


"We are going to file criminal 
cases against persons who con- 


warned yesterday 


29, Beran, purportedly the son of 


captain, reported that 


four gunmen on two motorcycles 
took the Mercedes Benz from him 


мав driving on Р Casal 


Street in Quiapo. 

The car was owned by Ong, а 
resident of Ermita, Manila. Beran 
reportedly hung out at Ongs 

ice, the police said. 

investigation 


had sold the car for Pl 


million to an Alma Gonzales, 
supposedly a casino financier, 


hours before the rob- 
reported, according to 


‘Quoting Gonzales, the police 
said in a statement that Ong had 
sold her the Benz for Р1 million 
оп the morning of March 29 be- 


“needed money to play 


atthe casino.” 
‘That was why she was “sur- 


see а TV report on the 
incident. 


"Gonzales said that Ong mere- 
ly laughed when she called him 
up to clarify the matter,” the po- 


cording to Pan. 
їп reporting that their 
were stolen,” 


A high-end vehicle uses а 
Pan key; it will not start otherwise. An i 
surance company, in processing a re- 


THIS is the silver gray two-door Mercedes Benz worth P4.5 million that was reported stolen by its owner who had 
actually sold it to raise gambling funds, according to police. 


This is how the scam works, ac- port of theft, usually requires that the 
‘owner bring along the car's keys. 

То go around this, the owner 

would indicate in his or her report 

that the car was taken at gunpoint. 


igital 


SUPER BRAND 
GOLD 2005 


SUPER BRAND 
È PLATINUM 2004 


SUPER BRAND 
GOLD 2003 
SUPER BRAND 
% GOLD 2002 


SUPER BRAND 
GOLD 2001 


SUPER BRAND 


GOLD 2000 
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Hence, the digital key was taken, too. 
‘After 90 days, the police would is- 
suea certificate of "non-recovery" 
The owner can now claim the in- 
surance on the vehicle. 


Tillers say gov’s son in illegal quarrying in Tarlac 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—THE SON OF 
Tarlac Gov. Jose Yap is allegedly behind the il- 
legal quarrying of sand in several farms cov- 
егей by the governments Comprehensive 
‘Agrarian Reform Program at Hacienda Luisita 
їп Tarlac, leaders of farm workers told agrari- 
an officals here on Tuesday. 

Joseph Canlas of Alyansa ng Mag- 
bubukid sa Gitnang Luzon said haulers in- 
voked the names of the governor and his 
son whenever they were faced with 
protests by members of the United Luisita. 
Workers Union (Ом), 

Lito Bais, Ulwu director in Barangay As- 


turias in Tarlac City, said about 20 hectares 
had been quarried in che village since Decem- 
ber last year. 

But Victor Yap, the son and executive assis- 
tantofthe governor, denied the allegation. 

“Ihave never set foot on those villages and 
there's not even a person to link me [to illegal 
quarrying)," he said, adding that that illegal 
quarrying was taking place in Asturias al- 
legedly under the protection of a village offi- 
cil. 

Yap said he suspected that because of de- 
lays in the implementation of the northern. 
phase of the P21-billion Subic-Clark-Tarlac. 
Expressway Project, the contractor mi 
have been in a hurry to buy sand without de. 
termining if this came from sites covered by 


proper permits. 

Contacted by mobile phone in San Jose 
town, Governor Yap laughed upon hearing 
the allegation against his son. "Thats not 
true,” he said. 

The governor said a memorandum of 
agreement between the Hasama-Taisi-Nip- 

п and Hacienda Luisita 
management for the extraction of 
sand and soil from the Asturias part of the. 
estate. 

"No money was involved in the hauling of 
sand. 1 did not want to give a permit before 
because there was a question on the owner- 
ship of the land. So the payments have been 
held in trust,” the governor said. 

He said he had obtained the Luisita man- 


SC suspends judge for brokering real estate 


LEGAZPI CITY—A REGIONAL TRIAL 
Court judge here has been suspended by 
the Supreme Court for three months 
without pay for violating the Code of Ju- 
dicial Conduct by brokering a real estate 
sale and blowing the deal by not register 
ingit. 

Tn а decision penned by Associate Justice 
Salvador Valdez, the Supreme Courts Second 
Division said Judge Alfredo Kallos of RTC 
Branch 10 had interfered in а business trans- 
action that damaged the regional courts in 
tegrity, 

Kallos was fined P10,000 for the impropri 
ety and was issued a warning that a repetition 
‘would be punished more severely. 


‘The administrative case against Kallos 
stemmed from a complaint by Gary Rosauro, 
a local businessman to whom the judge had 
offered to sell a 235-sqm residential lot on 
behalf of Rodelia Esplana-Guerrero, the 
owner. 

Records of the case showed that Rosauro 
had given Kallos P1,695,000 as advance pay- 
ment but the sale was not consummated be- 
cause of the judge's failure to register й 
deal. Kallos had also failed to s 
P50,000 loan from Rosauro, according to the 
records 

The Inqumer repeatedly tried to reach Kal- 
los for comment, but the judge could not be 
contacted, His neighbors said Kallos had 
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1L was before the feast of the Passover Jesus realized that his hour had come to pass from this word tothe 
Father and as he had loved those who were his own in the word, he would love hem with perfect love. | 


rin 


made himself scarce and had been avoiding 
the media since word of his suspension got 
Rosauro said in an interview yesterday that 
апей to buy the lot as a gift to his chil- 
dren, Marivic and Allan 
He described Kallos as а "compadre" 
time tennis buddy and was sad- 
dened by his friend's actions. Rosauro said 
he had wanted to talk things over with 
Kallos but the judge had been avoiding 
him. 
Rosauro said he was pursuing а criminal 
complaint against Kallos to teach him a les- 
son. Edgar Alejo, PDI Southern Luzon Bu- 
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agement's consent for the hauling of soil in S U 
exchange for the construction by the МА! 


Japanese contractors of a road connecting the 
Luisita industrial estate to the new express- 
way, 

"The people will benefit anyway so 1 gave 
that a permit,” the governor said. 

Ulwu leaders confronted Asturias baran- 
gay head Rodolfo Galang recently on the 
quarrying activities, but Galang reportedly 
threatened them. 

“We shall return for you. You better be lin- 
ing up. You are NPA rebels,” Bais quoted 
Galang as saying. 

Felix Масрй, another Ulwu director, said 
quarrying in Barangay Pasajes in Concepcion 
town had eaten up 40 hectares. 
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"They were at supper and the devil had already put into the mind of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, 
to betray Jesus knew that the Father had entrusted ай things to him, and as he had come from 
Сой, he was going to God. So he got up from table, removed his garment and taking а towel, 
‘wrapped it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples 
feet and to wipe them with the rowel he was wearing 

When he came to Simon Peter, Simon said to him, "Why Lord, you want to wash my fet” Jesus said, 
“What Lam doing you cannot understand now but afterwards you will understand i.” Peter replied, "You 
shall never wash my fee.” 

“Jesus answered him, “If do not wash you, you ean have no part with me." Then Simon Peter 
said, “Lord, wash not only my feet, but also my hands and my head!” 

‘Jesus replied, "Whoever has taken а bath does not need to wash (except the feet), for he is ck 
cover You are clean, though not ай of you.” Jesus knew who was to betray him; because of this he said, 
“Notall of you are ean." 

‘When Jesus had finished washing their feet, he put on his garment again, went back to the table 
and said to them, "Do you understand what Ihave done to you? You сай me Master and Lord 
ou are right, for so Lam. IF, then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, you also must | 
Trash one another's fet. {have just given you an example that as i have done, you also may do." 
Commentary 

"night the covenant is made whole again. We hear the ancient one of xus liberation fom death and 
bondage, from slavery and Буре =з we are called ош as a people, sharing the lamb of God, wih it blood 
smeared on the doorposts where they eat to their coming freedom. We галета: And we celebrate with the new 
Тат of бой—чезш who will be taken out, crucified and will ге from the dead. W sit at table to break his 
bread and eat to our ves and deaths and resurrection with him, n him and through him. Ви frst we wash 
feat Jor that is the only memorial we are given in ойл. This is what is to be he perpetual institution: sevice of 
‘er even thase who betray us; service and love unto death. Then when we ve this way we share the feast with 
‘ther sinners being saved and walk the death and resurrection with Jesus, who washes our fet, and head, and 
hands, and hearts this right. We imitate and remember ond put it ай back together again in love 


SUPREME Court DOCTRINES AE 


CIVILLAW (TORTS AND DAMAGES) - Moral damages - The concept of moral damages in- 
dude physical suffering, mental anguish, fright, serious anxiety, besmirched reputation, 
‘wounded feelings, moral shock, social humiliation, and similar injury. Although incapable of 
pecuniary computation, moral damages may be recovered if they are ће proximate result of 
the defendant's wrongful act or omission. Needless to say, the banks wrongful act caused in- 
jury to respondent. Credit is very important to businessmen, and its loss or impairment needs 
to be recognized and compensated. (Citations omitted.) (Justice Tinga, Second Division, 
Prudential Bank v. Lim, G. R. No. 136371, November 11, 2005) BRV Vema | 
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AFTERNOON CHORE 


"Two fishermen ina remote part of the San Fabian beach in Pangasinan retrieve 
Fishing is the main livelihood of communities in the town. 


their nets, hoping for a good catch, just before sundown. 


| Lenten practices bring 


Autonomy seen thorn in 


BAGUIO CITY—EXECUTIVE SECRETARY EDUAR- 
do Ermita said Malacafiang has yet to agree on how 


it will deal with the conse 


quence of a new federal 


government run by parliament on two autonomous 
regions mandated by the 1987 Constitution. 


Section 15 of this provision 
mandates the formation of au- 
tonomous regions in Muslim Min- 
danao and the Cordillera "con- 
sisting of provinces, cities, munic: 
ipalities, and geographical areas 
sharing common and distinctive 


Cordillera 
execs want 
plan to save 
Chico River 


BONTOC, MT. PROVINCE COR- 
dile officials want the master plan 
for the rehabilitation of the Chico 
River, once a major source of iriga- 
tion but now described as dying, 
completed before the year ends. 

During a meeting of the region- 
al development council (RDC) 
here last week, Mt. Province Gov. 
Maximo Dalog said there was a 
need to hasten the completion of 
the plan so they could take quick 
action on how to save the iver 

"There is a need for the master 
plan because we perceive that if 
there is no planning, the sustain- 
ability of the river is in danger” 
he said. 

Chico River is one of the major 
river systems of Northen and 
Central Luzon. The river passes 
through Bontoc, the capital of Mt. 
Province, down to the main- 
stream of Tabuk town in Kalinga. 

Dalog said i is crucial to has- 
ten the rehabilitation of Chico 
River because Mt. Province is the 
headwater of Northern Luzon. 

Earlier, Dalog said large scale 
mining in the province was discour- 
aged by most residents because of 
its impact on the environment. 

Residents have been clamoring 
fora major cleanup ofthe river after 
it became an open dump for 
garbage. Pollution along the Chico's 
banks affects most of the towns of 
Mt Province and Kalinga, which re- 
lyon the river for irrigation. 

"Tomas Killip, presidential assis- 
tant for Cordillera affairs, said the 
Chico River master plan is in line 
with the RDC’ thrust to develop 
Cordillera as a watershed cradle 

The region has 13 river sys- 
tems to sustain, he said. 

“Let us try to rehabilitate the 
river, This river has the water ca- 
pacity for the entire region. When 
we were children, the river was 
clean and alive, But now it is not 
moving anymore, it is already dy- 
ing. This (plan) will try to address 
the problem," he said. Desiree 
Caluza, PDI Northern Luzon Bu- 
reau 


A 


historical and cultural heritage, 
economic and social structures.” 
“This will be the subject of 
great debate,” he told the Ingum- 
En here on Tuesday. 
Ermita was asked about reports 
thar the regions’ support for Charter 


‘amendments would rely on how the 
Arroyo administration resolves the is- 
sue of whether they shouid remain as 
lent states in а parlamen- 

ary federal form of government. 

Both the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of the Philippines 
(CBCP) and the Makati Business 
Club (MBC) assailed the Arroyo 
administration for pursuing con- 
stitutional reforms in haste. 

‘But Ermita said they have been 
misinformed. 

“ is only the pronouncement of. 
some politcal leaders which gave us 


the impression that the administra- 
боп seems to be hurrying up [Char- 
ter change]. But remember the Pres- 
ident never said her timetable [for a 
new Constitution] is July” he said. 

Tt was Speaker Jose de Venecia 
c who claimed that a plebiscite 
would be in place by July, allow 
ing the country time to shift from 
a presidential form of govern- 
ment to a federated state run by 
parliament by the end of the year. 

‘The CBCP “has the pulse of the 
people," Ermita said, and the 
phrase "haste makes waste is good 


down gang 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TACLOBAN CITY—EVEN PRISON- 
єп observe the Lenten season. 

For the past seven years, inmates 
at the Tacloban Ciy Jail have been 
conducting the Seven Last Words 
and the Station of the Cross inside 
the compound of the prison’ build- 
ing during Holy Friday. 

“Swe welcome this activity They 
became religious even during this 
time by remembering the passion 
and death of our Savior,” said Chief 
Insp. Edwin Riel, city jail officer. 

‘He noted that since the prison- 
ers started this, gang wars and 
jailbreaks have become a thing of 
the past. “1 could not even recall 
the last time а jail break or even 
justan attempt took place.” 

The usual petty quarrels among 
prisoners would usually break the 
peace inside the facility 

But Riel said these were normal 
охштекев considering that the 
prion was packed with dose to 700 
inmates who are with diferent back- 
grounds and had differen aritudes. 

Inmate Anonito Abugue, 38, 


started the activity in 1999, a year 
afier he formed the catechism 
group "Sanctuary for Free Spirits.” 

“This is the only time of the 
year when we temember Jesus 
Christ who gave up His own life 
to save us ordinary mortals. We 
may be prisoners but we still have 
to remember the things that He 
did forall of us," he said. 

Abuque formed the catechism 
group in 1998, two years after he 
was imprisoned for robbery with 
double frustrated homicide. The 
case is now up for decision, 

Te took sometime for other in- 
mates to join his group, which con- 
ducted Bible studies and sharing 
twice a week inside the facility. 

But his efforts have paid off. 
From six members in 1998, their 
mumber has grown to 140 out of 
the 692 inmates in the city jail. 

“Lam happy of course. Perhaps, 
they have realized that God is the 
only way for us to be saved and at 
the same time, give us comfort dur- 
ing these uying times” said Abuque, 
a native of Marabut, Samar. 

‘Abuque hopes that their num- 
bers will continue to increase. 


ha-cha side 


advice coming from the business 
sector (referring to the MBC). 

Ermita acknowledged the latest 
теніз of a Socal Weather Satons 
survey which showed that a majority 
‘would vote against Charter change i 
a plebiscite were eld today 

"In the same manner that you 
have been asking me that the sur- 
veys say the Presidents popularity 
has decreased ... we use surveys 
аз a basis for presidential action. 
Nevertheless, we have t0 go by 
[projections we make about] what 
can happen in the future," he said. 


“The peoples initiative was done 
by local executives taking advantage 
of the barangay [assemblies]... OF 
cours, since the major reforms of 
the Presidenc is political reform and 
Charter change, [she] opted to [sup- 
роп] the iniciative," he said 
“Afterall, what is the presiden- 
су about? Ir is about assisting gov- 
'emment and doing something for 
the greater majority ofthe people. 


Vincent Cabreza, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau. 


‘Holy karaoke’ tries to make inroads into entertainment market 


By Frank Cimatu 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—TIRED OF ALL 
the karaoke deaths caused by 
the singing of Frank Sinatra's 
“My Way"? At least this Holy 
Week, try “holy karaoke.” 

A new videoke microphone 
brings ай che verses of the Bible 
and then with one push ofa but- 
ton, one can sing from more 
than 1,000 gospel songs. 

"This was developed particu- 
larly for the Philippine market,” 
said Orville Roque, president of 
the Astra Group Inc. (AGI), one 
of the two distributors of the 
XTreme Magic Sing Videoke Mi- 
rophone. 

"Hopefully by next year, we 
can include the Pasyon (The Pas- 
sion of Christ)" Roque told the 
qune. 

But for those who have no ac- 
cess to Pasyon—the narrative of 
the passion, death and resurrec- 
tion of Christ sang during the 
Holy Week—atleast one website 
hasit online. 

The website of Hagonoy town 
in Bulacan (wwwhagonoycom) 
contains all 160 pages of the 
Kasaysayan ng Pasyong Mahal ni 


Gov't not 


By Cristina Arzadon. 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


LAOAG CITY—GOVERNMENT 
planners are nor giving up on 
improving the Laoag Interna- 
tional Airport (LIA) despite the 
diminished fund sources that 
have been allotted for its up- 
grade. 

Hermenegildo Dumlao, exec 
utive director of the North Lu- 
zon Growth Quadrangle Area 
(NLGQA), said improving the 
airport is crucial in the govern 
ments efforts to promote 
tourism in Ilocos Norte, Ilocos 
Sur, La Union and Pangasinan. 

Dumlao gathered tourism 
planners in the locos region last 
‘week to consult them on tourism 
development and to assess the 
capability of the tourism indus- 
чу 

È 


Hesukristong Panginoon Natin 
(History of the Holy Passion of 
our Lord Jesus Christ). 

Roque also said the "Gospel of. 
Judas,” a Gnostic text (one of 
Unorthodox Christian docu 
ments written in the first and 
second centuries), could also be 
included. 

"The Bible microphone can be 
customized as long as there аге 
more than 500 orders for that 
specification," Roque said. 

He said the specification 
would be done in the main of- 


fices of Magic Sings producer, 
the Enter Tech Inc, in South Ko- 
тез. 

Magi Sings Version 10, 
which is sold for P12,500, has 
the Bibles New Intemational 
version and the user can easily 
select the book, chapter and 
verse. 

‘The problem, according to 
Roque, is that the background 
displays are the standard inter- 
national and Filipino scenes 
found in their karaoke. 

But Roque said users could in- 
stall а picture background of 
their choice from an extemal 
video source like digital camera, 
camcorder DVD or from the 
television itself 

"We expect the microphone to 
become popular immediately 
among church groups to en- 
hance their congregational 
prayers, reflections, discussions 
and worship with its bighly- 
adaptable control features," he 
said. 

Aside from Astra, the other. 
distributor of Magic Sing 
Videoke Microphones im the 
Philippines is the In-aJifiy En- 
terprises.. 

Roque said he expects no re 


sistance from conservative reli- 
gious groups in their distribu- 
Чоп and marketing of the micro- 
phone. 

“We live in an electronic age 
where the electronic media isi 
dispensable. Once the Bible mi- 
crophone is used by a group, the 
demonstration effect will come 
into play" he said. 

When the user switches to 
the videoke mode, the Bible mi- 
сторһопе contains 1,050 Chris- 
tian praise songs and hymns. 
The user can then select tradi- 
tional church instruments like 
piano, organ and drums, as well 
as set various voice combina 
tions. 

Although karaoke is intema- 
tionally known as a Japanese in- 
vention, many Filipinos still be- 
lieve Filipino inventor Roberto 
del Rosario’ sing-along system 
was the prototype. 

In 1994, Enter Tech reinvent- 
ed the karaoke by coming up 
with a line of compact video 
Karaoke system. The bulky 
Xaraoke's visual and audio quali- 
ties were built into a single mi- 
crophone. 

Roque said when Magic Sing 
was introduced by AGI four 


years ago, only a few can afford 
its P10,000 price tag. But even 
then, Filipinos were already 
karaoke crazy. 

In its website, the Department. 
of Trade and Industry said Fil- 
ipinos in 2001 bought 75,700 
units of karaoke compared to 
43,700 videocassette recorders 
and 10,600 units of video com- 
pact disc players, 302,100 radio 
sets ог music centers and 
883,100 units of color TV. 

"To whet the Filipinos’ appetite 
for Original Pilipino Music 
(OPM), Magie Sing now has six 
Tagalog chips with each chip 
containing at least 500 songs, 
aside from the built-in chip that 
contains more than 2,000 songs. 
А “praise” chip has more than 
500 songs. 

Roque said a substantial num- 
ber of their customers are balik- 
bayan (returning Filipinos), who 
would either bring back the 
karaoke microphones when they 
соте home or ask a relative to 
buy them. 

He said they find it much 
cheaper to buy them here than 
order them abroad. The balik- 
bayan also like the Filipino back- 
drop, he said. 


giving up on rehab of Laoag airport 


The consultation also provided 
an avenue for government plan- 
ners to solicit private sector's sup- 
porc in tailoring their action plans 
оп tourism initiatives with the 
Laoag airport development in 
mind. 


Dissatisfaction 

Dumlao did not hide his dis- 
satisfaction on the failure of 
Посоз leaders to capitalize on 
the P2,8-billion fund intended 
for the airports upgrading in 
1998. The budger for the LIA 
was later diverted to the reha- 
bilitation of lloilo International 
Airport. 

"We will give Laoag last chance 
{to improve is facilities], other- 
wise, we will lose out to Cebu, 
Clark and Davao,” Dumlao told 
the tourism industry stakehold- 


L 


After the P2.8 billion was di- 
verted, the NLGQA could only 
rely on sourcing additional 
funds for the LIA upgrading 
from government line agencies, 
primarily the Department of 
‘Transportation and Communi- 
cations. 

Dumlao, however, assured 
LIA officials that funds from Eu- 
rope are being sought to aug- 
ment the airport's development 
program. 

Ina letter to Dumlao, Robert 
Castañares, DOTC assistant 
secretary for planning and pro- 
ject development, said P8 mil- 
lion was allotted for the con- 
struction of the LIA's perimeter 
fence, improvement of its ad- 
ministration building and the 
rehabilitation of runway 
lights. 

The DOTC has also pro- 

* 


posed another Р52 million for 
the improvement of airport fa- 
cilities under the depart- 
ment's infrastructure program 
this year. 


More funds 

Ronald Estabillo, LIA man- 
ager, said the Laoag airport 
has yet to comply with the 
standards set by the Interna- 
tional Civil Aviation Organiza- 

He said authorities are 
working on upgrading the air 
ports level of protection from 
Category 4 to Category 9 so it 
сап accommodate bigger 
planes. 

The airport also lacks fire- 
fighting equipment and visual 
landing aid in times of bad 
weather. 

During the forum, Tourism 


Undersecretary Oscar Pa- 
labyab said the LIA faces a re- 
duced passenger load because 
of the smaller carrier that ser- 
vices the Laoag-Manila-Laoag 


Cancelled 

The 83-seater Asian Spirit 
has taken the route from 
Philippine Airlines before it 
decided to cancel its four 
times weekly flights. PAL 
planes can accommodate 150 
passengers. 

Members of the Regional De- 
velopment Council һай 
promised го ask businessman 
Lucio Tan, PAL president, to re- 
sume the carriers flights to 
Laoag because the LIA plays an 
important role in promoting 
trade and tourism in the Tlo- 
cos. 
n ^ 
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INQUIRER southern Luzon cotter 
Sculptor starts carving with a prayer 


By Edgar Alejo z з X 
Legazpi City з x 


Bicolano sculptor Ely Benito of Legazpi City 

keeps himself doubly busy with the traditional re- 
ligious activities spearheaded by the St. Gregory the 
Great Cathedral Parish Pastoral Council. 


For several years, as consistent dear the thousands of pilgrims 
chair of the procession commit. from all over the region who flock 
fee, he аз been leading these an- to the sacred place in Tiwi town 
mual religious preparations every month of August. 
Where he noted an increasing Papa Ely has been building 
number of “pasos” (holy images) monuments and creating carv- 
inthe grand summer procession. ings of religious images for 
This time, hes doing it again, churches all over the Bicol re- 
and it has become both as "pana. gion. 
ta" (promise to God) and a legacy _ A “paso” owner, he produced 
to his family additional images in his "Station 
Besides his active involvement XJesus is Stripped of His Gar- 
in the Church, Papa Ely, as he's ments,” now joining with new 
fondly called even by the bishops, faces in the well-participated as 
is contributing this Holy Season a well as crowd-drawer procession 
14-piece sculpture for the pil- in Albay district. 
grim-church of St. Lawrence the Опе of the landmarks he has 
Martyrin Tiwi, Albay installed is the revolutionary 
Tr Ricardo Barquez Jt, parish hero, Gen. Simeon Ola, mounted 
priest, who commissioned the on a war horse at the Heritage 
Veteran sculptor, lauded the lat- Park of Camp Ola (named in hon- 
ters work, saying “is а realistic ог of the last Filipino general to 
presentation of the different por- surrender to the Americans) 
Сауд of the Stations of the where his basalt volcanic rock 
Cross." creations abound. 
їп а cell phone interview, Fr, — Asked why he's using volcanic. 
Barquez said the artwork would rocks, Papa Ely said ^l.found 
be installed and unveiled in time beauty in Mt. Mayon. She could 
forthe Semana Santa when peo- be furious sometimes but she's 
le are accustomed to turn to God calm and beautiful always. Tes al- : 
па LS, arnie uei e у ы BICOLANO scopis By Banken а (раса Seaton of eia Crom Mio gus vont 
the Lord's Passion. are very expensive nowadays." 
he sculpture, which he com: Healso made the bust of Span- ара Ely is the founding chair bers of these associations, he haî we already achieve it" Lord—after which, doing the rest 
о Беа a hal, ish conquistador Miquel Lopez de of the “Kairiba Para sa Arte Bikol. participated in several provincial His secrets as an inborn talent seeme древу 
evade cut of fiberglass resin in Legazpi at the City Hall Com- (KaparteBikol) and a member of and national exhibits. include a well-concentrated visu- Until now, Papa Ely continues 
antique bronze finish. pound. the Art Association of the Philip- ` His advice to fellow artists, par. alization, dedication to work, and to explore and experiment. He 
wae rants i charac." Ar Buang Parkin Tabac Cig he pines and the Center for Biol ticularly the пен ones: “Keep on the guidance of the Lord. He sald believes that “there's no perfect 
vay бераз Passion of setup a nine-foot statue of Dara- Arts Foundation пе, (Cebica). working. Wecantdoitovemight. that everytime he stats his work, art 
ters and scenes of derer. gangMagayoninmarbefmis. ММ the equally famous mem- Pemevere. Work. Unknowingly, he prays and glorifies the _‘Isunending,"he stressed 


Banahaw finds rest for 2 years after trekkers were banned 


жс QUE- mountain's ecosystem. They several years ago from a private 


E VERY TIME HOLY WEEK APPROACHES, NOTED 


zon—Mt. Bana- leave behind styrofor boxes,emp- resort firm to construct a swim- 
ины eee ty water bots and cans a al. ming pool near the Kinabuhayan 

most every spot of the mountain River 
for two years. afer the Lenten period. Undeniably there's a great po- 

А move to ban urbanites from Even enterprising children tential for tourism to thrive in the 
trekking the mountain for nature from Kinabuhayan village were place, But any eco-tourism un 
trips disguised as a pilgrimage aware of the reason behind the dertaking in the area should seri- 
during the Lenten season appar- absence of their former moun- ously consider the revered spiri- 
ently worked tain-climbing clients. tual history of the place. "So we 

"Two years after the ban was “The mountaineers dump their rejected the proposal,” Calayag 
imposed, the people of Barangay trash just about anywhere. Even said 
Kinabuhayan, ar the bosom of the ifwerreminded them (nottoleave ` What worries the local govern- 
mountain, are at peace with their trash), they just laugh at us,” re- ment now is the danger from 
mountain again, saying that the calls Baroy Zena, 10; Christian landslides and flash foods due to 
mystery of Banahaw is no longer p à Ele, 9; and Richard Rebamba, 13. the altered topography of the 
disturbed. “The three friends find employ- place 

"The sacred aura of Mt, Bana- ж ment as guides to first time “We now have to conduct regu- 
haw is now beginning to show ‘mountain visitors. lar monitoring on the condition 
again, I’snow peaceful and quiet [f os i | “gach of us used to eam at of the soil in the upper part of the 
just like the old days when this ¢ ^ ч Ў tease P200 а дау We were also mountain whenever there is a 
place was not yet known to non- given lots of foods and candles," strong and continuous rain,” 
devotees” said Supremo Jose Il- j Said Rebamba, the veteran tour Calayag said. 

Justrisimo, leader of religious sect x NS " Es guide among the three. He recalled that Kinabuhayan 
"Tatlong Persona Solo Dios" [ШШ TOP SV да ааа The guides also fetch water for and the nearby village of Sta. la 
based in the village, recollecting M т 5 ИИ afee for the mountaineerson top cia have already experienced big 
the past. 3 y ANNO AM eee of Banahaw. During Holy Week, floodsin the past. 

He recalled how it was in 1936 See GH fhe mountain is like a big set of Sally Pangan, protected area 
when his late father, Agapito Il- EAS cil t stairs то mostof the children, “We supervisor assigned by the De- 
lustrisimo, founded the religious с Y 3 climbed the mountain several partment of Environment and 
sect and founded a settlement in l 3 DARUM 5 T times a day In the evening, we Natural Resources to Banahaw, 
the pace near te riven which Md SES M] ое dead tired in our sleep, But sald in her inspection report that 
they now revere as holy. Almost sux Deco bs tensa bit has bane lowed Баса topes who were! Мете happy, we had plenty of the soil erosion between 
(sane ы ER M Me LN Mum thas been dosed to nature tippers who wore Баты. money” Rebambastid Barangays Sampaloc 1 and Bu 
Jong to “Tationg Persona Solo Е "But now, we по longer have gon in Sariaya was due to ram- 
Dios.” F money We were told that the pant illegal farming in some parts 

f was then 7 years old. The The climate was cool, birds were approval of the mountain's clo- L mountain will again open im ofthemountain, 
place was surrounded by huge chirping and there was fresh sur To many, 2007. Hopefully wil be rue," Pangan discovered that the 
Forest trees” the religious leader flowing water It was like para- According to the leaders of һе said as the group feasted оп land in the area had no topsoil 
recalled, dise,” she said. “ciudad Mistika de Dios" basedin МХ. Banahaw  loavesofbreadsand igbottesof The team also found traces of 

Шато recalled that when ` She recalled thatwhenever the Barangay Santa Lucia, majority softdrinks. landslides during previous heavy 
the Kinabuhayan river near the sect members had to urinate, ofthe 80 sectsthathold негіз js inhabited In am inspection of Mt, Bana- rains thar resulted în the contam- 
арр eal crystal theyeantjustdoitelsewhere. in the mountain would respect 1S haw conducted last week by the ination of the town's water sup 
clear, devotees washed their feet “The visitors have their own the decision to insulate San o DENR, local government officials ply and also of neighboring vil- 
there before starting the trek to canister for their urine. That's Cristobal-Banahaw from outside by spirits, and Tanggol Kalikasan staff lages. 
different sacred spots atop the how we respect this place; she intrusion for much-needed reha- Workers, the group found im- — Theextenof ol erosion near 
mountain said Þilitation. rovements in the closed areas. the water source downstream, re- 

оза, ы the tines ne haso wear etra other "OF the 80 groups, 20 ae Clements and  "Waerhasrerumed othe fal, veals а mismanaged, warershed 
when former President Manuel to keep the body warm especially based—or have places of wor- the trails are no longer гесорл due to uncontrolled farming in- 
when former President Manuel оер me pem iam ship within hearencoveredby  Other-worldly able duero the regrowth ofvege, side he mountain area 
тие, dewy always feelgoodandcon- the Protected Area Management tation, and wildlife has returned “The slope of Banahaw de Do. 

“не usually arrived here in the tented here during those times. Board directive, beings tothe area. lores is the same in St. Bernard, 
company of the provincial gover- We were all religious pilgrims The mountain forms part of the eings The sound of flowing river pro- except that our place is much 
Sor. He visited the diferent here who flocked here for silent Mt. Banahaw-San Cristobal Na- vides an exhilarating acoustic steeper. God forbid, but we're not 
пог она а mediates e prs and meditation, There tional Park, declared asa protect- days before the Holy Week the backdrop to the urbanites ear tually dacounsng ро ыу 
religious leader said. Prayer апа ingen yet shee: ed area in June 2003. The park PAMB sealed off with barbed _ “Bur despite all these positive that what happened im St 

The religious Supremo said called. Sie e municipalities of Sark wires several trails leading toar- changes in Mt Banahaw, it sill Bernard could also happen here. 
that during the Holy Week, sect Nowadays, Diala said she aya, Candelaria, Tayabas, Lucban eas in the bosom of Banahaw to needs massive reforestation and ‘The occurrence of landslides and 
that during the Holy Meek wane to spend the remaining and Dolores, all in Quezon, and start the five-year rehabilitation rehabilitation, We should not et fash foods in these montane 
leaders ron arias ће тепе years of her ife amid very serene Rizal, Марсайап, Liliw, Majayjay program that would resurrect he nature just heal itself, Theresa pars of Dolores not ® remote 
their ties with their spiritual and quiet surroundings майдан blo City all in Laguna, mountains natural resources. о а need for human interven- possibility" Calayag sad, 
roots dui a aif ва. To many, М. Banahaw 8 in- It was not only slash and burn бор, We owe it to Mother Na- Calayag also pointed to the 

O a Diala, 69, also а mem. nahaw wil say closed forever" habted by spirits, elements and (kaingin) farming that lft a sear ture,” said Manny Calayag, Do- volcanic and limestone wall at 
ber of the religious sect and long the old woman said ina whisper. — other-worldly beings. Many be- onthe mountain's surface. lores environment and natural re- the back of the village. 
time inhabitant of Kinabuhayan, Aside from the "Tatlong Рег. lievers trek its slopes in hopes of _ The irresponsible practice of source officer "There's always a fire in that 
reminisced about the first time sona Solo Dios,” another influen- experiencing something divine, mountain climbers, composed of То preserve the delicate bal- wall every four years, which soft- 
she set foot in the serene village tial religious sect whose members particularly during the Lenten modern pilgrims and urban na- anceof nature and the spirituality ‘ened the soil structure,” he said. 
in 1958. also climb Mt. Banahaw every season. ture tippers, have also added t0 of the place, the local govern- Delfin T Mallari Jr, PDI South- 

“This place was so beautiful. Lenten season has also expressed In the summer of 2004 several the mounting pressure on га ment tumed down а proposal ern Luzon Bureau 
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Paradox of Christ 


0 NLY DAYS BEFORE, THE MAN HAD SWEPT INTO 


Jerusalem, welcomed like a victorious Caesar 
amid the wild cheers of the throng. The next mo- 
ment, the Establishment was bearing down on Him—a 
blasphemer to the religious leaders and a destabilizer to 
the Roman authorities. He would find refuge, although 
temporarily, in the Garden of Gethsemane. But soon, He 
‘would be in the hands of His persecu- 
EDITORIALS. tors, subjected to the cruelest of physi- 
cal tortures and to the vilest indigni- 
ties, Before long, He was once again plodding the streets 
of Jerusalem, only this time, with gashes and bruises, 
blood and grime all over His body, a crown of thorns on 
His head, and a heavy wooden cross on His back. The 
crowd that had hailed Him a few days earlier was also 
back on the streets, but the tumultuous cheers had turned 
into raucous jeers. A few hours later, He was on Mount 
Calvary, nailed to the cross—and dead. 

His enemies thought they had buried Him forever in 
oblivion. Of course, at that time, they had no way of 
knowing that by dying He had conquered death. What 
looked like one man's total defeat, He turned into a mon- 
umental victory for all mankind 

‘This is the eternal paradox of Jesus Christ. As a text mes- 
sage that has been circulating this Holy Week puts it: “He 
had no servants, yet they called Him master. He had no de- 
grees, yet they called Him teacher He prescribed no 
medicines, yet they called Him healer. He commanded no 
army, yet kings feared Him. He won no military battles, yet 
He conquered the world. He committed no crime, yet they 
crucified Him. He was buried in a tomb, yet He lives today” 


Triumph of the spirit 


NDEED, CHRIST'S LIFE IS A MESSAGE IN ITSELE 

from which we can always draw a particular lesson 

or two to guide us at certain turns and times of our 
ives, if only we look closer. And what relevant lessons for 
our times may we draw from His passion and death? 

Three immediately come to mind. From His tri- 
umphant entry into Jerusalem and crucifixion days later: 
“Sic gloria mundi fugit.” (All earthly glory is fleeting.) А 
timely reminder for our leaders who want to stay in pow- 
ег forever, never mind if they have to lie, cheat, steal, 
bribe, threaten, use force or initiate Charter change. 

For a world increasingly awed by, if not obsessed with, 
wealth, fame and power: There are larger and greater 
things than our material treasures and desires, or even 
existence. All through His ministry, He kept emphasizing 
this: "Not by bread alone does man live.” And “What does 
it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses his 
soul?” He proved that He sincerely meant this with His 
life itself and with His examples—when He refused $а- 
tan’s tempting offer of “all the kingdoms of the earth and 
the glory of them”; when He gave up all worldly attach- 
ments, including His family, and even His life. 

Then, of course, the need to sacrifice for the larger 
goals. He had come to save the fallen man and He was the 
only hope for his salvation—no one else. But to fulfill His 
mission, He had to suffer pain and humiliation like no 
other man. And He knew that ай this sacrifice would gen- 
erally be unappreciated, especially by those who were 
meant to benefit from it the most. The thought of it al- 
most broke His spirit. “Father, if you be willing, remove 
this cup from me; nevertheless, not my will, but yours be 
done.” But He persisted, and sacrifice He did. 

We are all too familiar with the rest of the story. It did 
not end, it made a new beginning. 


Sense of spring 


‘ARDS ALL OVER WINNIPEG ARE EMERGING AGAIN FROM. 
"under blankets of winter snow. They don't look like much, but 
gardeners are starting to think about how they might lock as 

spring advances. 

‘One thing many wil be considering is the fertilizers needed to green up 

к As oh Moris publisher of frm wee 

" Sid, Winnipeggers should keep in mind dat some 

FOREIGN of that fertilizer will find its way into drainage sys- 
COMMENT tems and eventually imo Lake Winnipeg. 

Morrss argued that new regulations imposed 
on farmers to protect the lake should be extended to cities where fer- 
шег are used more for cosmetic rather than economic and environ- 
mental reasons. Ies an argument that seems to make common sense 
and should be explored—at Cy Hall or on Broadway. 

ё Free Pres (eripe Canada) 


“NO VISITORS ALLOWED,” THE HOSPITAL 
тоот signboard cautioned. The wife gently 
pressed me forward. So, we tiptoed in. 

"The gaunt man on the bed, hooked to tubes, 
was a friend for years. We shared laughter and 
troubles. And his kindnesses to me were талу. 

The pres, who earlier anointed him, 
brought the "Viaticum." That title for the Eu- 
charist—our grade school teacher would re- 
peat—came from the Latin language: via 
tecum: the "way with you." My friend would 
‘ross the passageway, but not alone. Hindi ka 
nag-iisa. 

“Tm fighting.” he gasped with his old grit. 
He never wasted time on self-pity. But now, a 
tear trickled down. He squeezed my hand 
hard. "Ie was good you came,” he said halting- 


Goodbye can be said in many ways. At a loss 
for words, 1 just squeezed his hand back. 1 
closed the hospital door behind us softly, real- 
izing that sooner, rather than later, we too 
would go the same way. 

“Man is here today and gone tomorrow." the 
14th-century monk Thomas a' Kempis wrote. 
“You're a fool if you assume you'll live long 
when you're not even sure of one day" 

‘This week, folk cenaculos, pabasa, siete pal- 
abras, veneration of the cross, visita iglesia, 
and Easter Sunday Mass and salubong stress 
the mysteries of death—and resurrection, 
‘Some 2,500 years before, an empty garden 
tomb burst upon an incredulous world, a man 
spoke of the resurrection in “words engraved 

Pastor Lino Pantoja observed: “We Filipinos 
use the idiom itaga mo за bato (anchor to a 
rock) to assert our utmost confidence. The un- 
recognized prophet of Easter’ was Job. And he 
cried: ‘Oh that my words were engraved in 
rock forever” 

“They were words of his primitive theology 
of the resurrection: "I know that my Redeemer 
lives. And in the end, He will stand upon the 
earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, 


1 CAN UNDERSTAND SOME OF THE COM- 
plaints about The Da Vinci Code, which have 
become а litle more strident as the movie 
looms. Movies being the more popular fare, 
Christians, or indeed Catholics, are a litte 
more alarmed at the harm it can do to their 
faith. | myself have gotten text messages from 
acquaintances asking me to aid them in their 
campaign against the movie. 

Tm afraid 1 can't do that. I enjoyed the book 
thoroughly—it helped me get through the long. 
flight from Manila to Barcelona, itself an exer- 
cise of faith that metal could float in air. And 
Tm a great fan of some of the people involved 
in the movie. Dreamworks has produced some 
pretty dreamy works, and you can't go wrong 
‘with Tom Hanks. Jean Reno 1 like immensely, 
though he's a little more roller-coaster, rising 
то great heights in French movies and sinking 
to absolute lows in Hollywood ones. They 
should doa fine job with the book. 

But like I said, 1 can understand some of the 
‘complaints. As Christian scholars aplenty have 
pointed out, the historical inaccuracies in “Thè 
Da Vinci Code" are legion. Never mind Brown's 
reinterpretation of Da Vinci's famous painting 
“The Last Supper," where Da Vinci presumably 
shows Christ being seated next to Mary Mag- 
dalene, who is his wife. (Though I did look for 
the painting after I read the book and was as- 
tonished to find that the person seated next to 
Christ truly looked like a woman!) Mind only 
that Brown ascribes to Constantine the fat 
turning Jesus from an ordinary mortal into a 
divine being and the (quite literal) witch hunts 
the Church mounted against women in partic- 
ular to obliterate all pagan beliefs, which ex- 
tolled the sacred “feminine.” Those things, the 
scholars fulminate, simply did not happen. 
There is по shred of evidence to suppor it. 
Which can't be excused simply by saying 
Brown's work is fiction. 

Til leave the historians, secular and religious, 
to debate the point. But if there is no shred of 
evidence to support the contention about Con- 
stangine's unilateral decision to confer fini 
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yetin my flesh 1 will see God." (Job 19: 25-27) 

God had reduced Job to ignominy before 
people and remained silent to his cries. Here is 
the ageless question: Why does God allow bad 
things to happen to good people? 

Job's De Profundis was that his Redeemer 
would stand on the earth someday This was а 
prophetic insight into Gods coming to 
©ап—ог the Incarnation, Pantoja said. And 
Jesus did exactly that, as we know from histor- 
ical hindsight. 

‘The malignancy that corroded Job's skin re- 
signed him to death. Yet, he affirmed his bodily 
resurrection: that he would see his Redeemer 
personally and physically. Thus, we learn that 
neither pain nor death is final. 

"There will be a reunion with those who've 
gone ahead,” Pantoja wrote. "On the basis of 
God's promise, 1 look forward to seeing my 18- 
year-old son who died of a brain tumor in 
1989. He will rise again. And so will.” Still, 
many of us remain trapped by pre-conceived 
ideas of Easter, notes Irish theologian Eamonn 
Bredin. Easter is "linde than the simple resusci- 
tation of а larger-than-life Jesus.” Thus, we 
lump His raising with that of Lazarus. 

Tf that be the case, “then, we have no hope, 
Bredin writes in “Rediscovering Jesus." Thats 
only a reprieve before slipping back into death. 
“if for this life only we hoped in Christ" St. 
Paul says, "we are, of all men, most to be 
pitied.” 

“Today, four out of every 10 teenagers (aged 
13-19) do not believe in life beyond death, a 
survey of 1,300 urban students by Philippine 
Jesuits found. "Those who believe ‘there is no 


upon Christ and to mount a bloody pogrom 
against those who thenceforth challenged it, 
there is at least more than a shred of evidence 10 
support the vicious way Christendom sought to 
enforce its hegemony over other faiths. It was 
no less vicious than the way the Islamic empire. 
throughout its centuries of rule sought to stamp 
outinfidels from the face of the earth. 

"The Name of the Rose,” Umberto Eco's far 
more brilliant and entertaining literary 
achievement, in part shows so. It has long 
chapters about the Inquisition, and how it em: 
ployed torture to solicit unconditional belief 
from the faithful—or the fearful. More to the 
point, the late great John Paul I did complete- 
ly factually and historically apologize to the 
Muslims for Christianity crimes against civi- 
lization during the Crusades, and to the world 
of science and reason for its persecution of 
Galileo. To this day, you have people like Pat 
Robertson and his sponsors at the White House 
commandeering the name of the Christian God 
to wreak havoc upon the world. Ifthe spirit of 
Brown's criticism, if not its letter, were largely 
nonsense, Church officials would not be partic- 
ularly bothered by it. 

Faith is а tricky business. I remember again 
the person who told me he belonged to the 
Couples for Christ and had no desire to read 
"The Da Vinci Code" because he did not want 
to lose his faith, or question it. I don't know 
how representative he is of Filipino Catholics. 1 
have friends as well possessed of deep гей- 
gious convictions who enjoyed the book and 
{ook forward to the movie. In politics as in reli- 
gion, its those who are confident of their con- 


resurrection’ are [the majority of the young 
around us," Loyola School of Theology's Catal- 
ino Arevalo, 5.7. pointed out. 

What are the empty tomb and folded burial 
shroud to them? Will these kids, like the wom- 
еп on Easter morning, futilely “seek the living 
among the dead"? 

Luke and John come close to a physical de- 
scription of Jesus after his death by crucifixion. 
"Time and space no longer bind Him. He comes 
and vanishes, even if doors are shut. Neither 
do they recognize Him immediately, whether 
in ће Upper Room or on Lake Galilee's shores. 

"They encounter е crucified Jesus in a new 
way. "He had become another," Father Arevalo 
noted. "think ofthat quaint expression people 
Sometimes use in Taglish: You are very another 

“Their eyes were opened,” the evangelists 
add, "and they recognized Him in the breaking 
of bread"—a description of the Eucharist, since 
Pilates time. 

‘The disciples, too, were from the class D and 
E basement of society then. They abandoned. 
their master. So, what transformed them after 
Easter? 

"They met Jesus after Calvary and arrived at 
acertinude toga sa bato: This Jesus who died 
on the cross had entered into a radically trans- 
formed life. He "brought Peter the Rock out of 
Simon the betrayer, or a crucified Paul out of à 
crucifying Saul, or the church of martyrs out of 
the scattered disciples." 

"The disciples experience has been refracted 
to us over the centuries. Even those who live 
ош the implications of Easter—Mother Teresa. 
Gr John Paul I—stammer to articulate its 
meaning. 

"Not everything has a name,” Aleksandhr 
Solzhenitsyn writes. "Some things lead us into 
the realm beyónd words ... For an instant, you 
glimpse the Inaccessible. And the soul cries out 
forit” 


E-mail: juan_mereado@pacificnet ph 


victions who do not particularly mind them be- 
ing put to the test. On the other hand, it's those 
‘who cling tenuously to beliefs out of despera- 
tion or need who are so scared of losing them. 

"The furor about the "Da Vinci Code,” book 
ог movie, does raise an interesting point about 
faith. Which is that if some of Brown's com: 
tenons сап be questioned on historical 
grounds, can't the same things be said of the 
Church's as well? Unlike Paul of Tarsus, the 
most influential articulator of the Christin. 
faith next to Christ himself, Christs utterances 
cannot be historically ascertained. That is not 
to speak of the miracles attributed to him, 
which are even more problematic. Unlike Mo- 
hammad or Buddha who are regarded by Mus- 
lims and Buddhists as prophets or sages, Christ 
is regarded by Christians as a God. That is no 
small contention, and 1 don't know that there is 
historical proof of ће resurrection. In the end, 
what you really have, if you believe that, is- 
faith. A leap of reasoning that can only be 
made in the heart and not in the head. 

‘Which brings me to: But what is faith real- 
у 

‘would imagine that its validity or value lies 
in what you become asa result of it, if Christian- 
ity or Islam merely turns you into a murderous 
fanatic ready to smite your neighbor simply be- 
‘cause he does not share your ironclad convic- 
tion that Christ or Allah is the one true God, 
then I don't know that faith is worth having at 
all lean only imagine, along with John Lennon, 
all the people living life in peace without coun- 
try and religion too. But if faith fills your soul 
‘with joy and laughter, if faith causes you to espy 
the divine spark inthe wonders of everyday life, 
especially in the greatest wonder of all, which is 
the human creation, if faith makes you tolerant 
and generous as your God bids you become, 
then maybe that is all the proof of God you 
need. in that case, | can only ask, along with 
‘Joan Osborne, "what if God was one of us?" 

‘And answer: “Well, if he was, he'd probably 
watch ‘Da Vinci Code, The Movie, and have а 
good laugh,” х 
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FOR A LENTEN PIECE, ГМ REPRINTING—COUR- 
tesy of lawyer Ruben G. Rivera excerpts from the 
Homily of the ше Fr Pacifico А, Ortiz about the 
legendary Fe John Р Delaney. The beloved chap- 
{ef of te UP Catholic community in Diliman died 
January 1956 of a heat attack in Baguio. His зо 
ntm death was mourned by the entire nation. 
ан March б, the UP community celebrated his 
100th birthday: 

When T eame to the UP in June 1956, Pather 
riz had just been appointed as Delaney’ suc 
cessor 1 recall how he quipped that he was like 
the man who married а widow stil very much in 
Jove with her ше husband, He delivered the 
homily а year afer Delaneys death. In it, he 
spoke of s predecessors incredible “meddling” 
о the lives of the UP community members: 

"It was the last Christmas in the old Chapel 
Sana and bamboo, leaking roof and roning pl; 
ars but го Cather Delaney) and his people it 
was beautiful and much loved Besides „~, what 
More appropriate place to celebrate the Mass of 
Cisco than te dilapidated building which 
фай been used a few years before as a sable for 
horses and carabaos? leis his Christmas wish, 
Tis prayer, his bequest ‘May Chrise disturb your 
livest То some it might seem a strange greet- 
iR but пог во strange if you knew the priest, 
ot so strange И you know Christ. Delaney was 
himself a disturbing personality: gaunt and chal- 
Tenging and uncompromising s е api, s 
maieste; zealous and restless as Paul, his Pa- 
чоп; disturbing as Christ Himself 

Delaney most ardent wish was to give to others 
what has ade his own МЕ so fll and so satisfy 
Tehe waned to give them the disturbing person- 
ally of Christ. The poverty of Christ at Bethlehem 
Tad бишей he rh the humility and simplicity 
© Nazareth had disubed the proud; the hard doc- 
fine ofthe Beads detachment, puriy, meele 
mess, persecution -had disturbed е pula 
тош Jews; the spirit of unselfish sacrifice that had 
motivated Christe whole Ше and had culminated 
оп Calvary was, and continues to be, the most dis- 
шып поета: in the history of our race. 

"Delaney had given his whole heart to many 
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people and many jobs in New York, Rome, Paris, 
End other cities... But no one could ever doubt 
that he brought his whole heart to the Philip- 
pines. He once described himself as ‘Irish by de- 
Scent, English by birth, American by nationali- 
but Filipino by choice. . Other American Je- 
sults have fed and worked longer here) han 
Delaney, but few have been as widely known or as 
deeply loved. Of course, he had his enemies, 
too there were those who called him arrogant 
and a fanatic, who slandered him to his ecclesias- 
tical and religious superiors, who agitated for his 
ouster from the University or his deportation 
But then, Christ, too, had His enemies as did the 
Baptist and St. Paul, and all for the same reason: 
they tried to disturb the hearts of men. 

“7... It was as moderator of UPSCA and UP 
chaplain that he exerted his most far-reaching 
‘and most lasting influence. In 1949, when the UP 
moved to its present site in Diliman, the faculty 
members and their families felt the need for the. 
more extensive services of their chaplain and 
asked him to accompany them to their new home. 
Delaney cleaned up the stable and moved in. For 
10 years he lectured to UPSCAns, for more than 
six years he lectured to the community—four 
times every Sunday, several times during the 
‘week. It might be a series of lectures on his fa- 
orite subject, the Mass; or a series on the stu- 
dents favorite subject, Love, Courtship and Mar- 
riage; ог a Cana Conference ... But always the 
subject was the same—Christ; and the пи 
‘was the same—May Christ disturb your lives 

=... But his disturbing influence was not confined 
to UPSCAns and the community ... He was in con- 
stant demand for lectures and retreats and Cana 


Conferences outside. How many marriages he sal- 
aged, God done knows! How many thousands of 
Young boy and gis he helped prepare for a ap 
Trarige bythe high Seals of puriy he Я 
Нон many he convinced that saintly ving was not 
oniy destabe but posible! From Un his influence 
аба to every corer ofthe Philippines 

“May Christ distur your ies! Lite did he 
realize how profoundly disturbed his own Ше 
Son would be: disturbed by the strain of get 
the now chapel started, of answering charges, o 
protes: ralis to Масала and investigating 
роц in the University. Is it any wonder 
thatthe sirain was too much lor that great priest- 
i hear? Rather the wonder is that he did not 

"iow ше to conclude this sketchy; superficial 
‚Шон me то conclude this sketchy, superficial 
account of Fe Delaneys work with his own 
Words. Call к his Apologia for Meddling by a 
Master Meddler. 

"oc Delaney meddle” he asked the biased 
Board of Regent special comite before which 
etwas testing. And һе answered his own ques- 
Чо. Definitely yes! Since 1949, 1 have meddled 
Sel теййей ласу in UPSCA and the lives of 
GesCAns. (an) in the Ше of the community and 
їн andis, sharing ther fears, ansedes and joy 
ара helping to form their conscience. shall com- 
ve of maddie as long as you and Tare oe în the 
тше oneness of pres and people as we have 
been happy been, since irst our pathways crossed 
tnt benc experiment in community Бл in 
our Diliman” 

“клон not what in Manila or in Davao or in 
Baguio от in any other corner of the country the 
brat my sin and de place of my origin would 
Shake of mes but not here, not in Diliman, surely 
Sot Diliman am a foreigner’ IFI were, then Î 
‘would have to ask in honest bewilderment how 
ch more of himself must a man give before he 
Gan become one of you?” 

But he is one of us —Plipino by choice’ And 
sow he rests, undisturbed, in a liie cemetery 
plotin Novaliches. Bur the memory of Father De- 
[еу continues to disturb those who knew and 
pra 


Psalm 69 for our times 


FOR THIS HOLY THURSDAY, HERE IS A VARIA- 
tion on the theme of Psalm 69 that I wrote for 
Holy Week in 1992. With a few changes here and 
there, it still applies 14 years later. 

‘Save me, О God, for their diarrhea of words 
has come up to my chin. 1 am drowning in their 
slimy saliva and I slip everywhere I step. Into the 
depths I have been pushed and I am engulfed by 
the torrent of true lies and half-truths. Lam weary 
from pleading that they shut up for a while and 
give my ears a rest. My throat is hoarse and dry. 

More than the hair in their armpits and pubis is 
the dirt they have spread about one another. Oh, 
how they hate those who attack them. How they 
fight over the people's loyalty. They strut about like 
angels and yet people know they have stolen, they 
have lied, they have killed, they have fornicated, 

О God, you know I am not faultless but also 
know that I do not cover a government position. 

Do not allow me to become too cynical and do 
not allow me to be dazzled either. Oh Lord, help 
те keep my conscience and my actions pure, 
equip me with the power to smell the rotten a 
kilometer away. 

Some of them now sound like strangers to me. I 
recognize some of them only by their looks. How 
they have been transformed by this political frenzy. 
how they have been changed by their desire "for the 
truth” when itis actually their desire for power that 
makes them froth in the mouth. They think their 
mouths drip with sweemess, but I can only smell 
the malodorous emission of a septic tank. 

‘When we screamed for relief from the pollu- 
tion and the traffic jam of their accusations, alibis 
and cover-ups, they pretended not to hear. When. 
we accused them of neglecting their jobs, they 
threw back the ball and said yes they are, and that 
we have to do our part. 

"They rouse us from sleep with their antics, they 
wreck our schedules to make announcements 
and declare that danger stalks the land. Even 
those who call themselves holy are partaking in 
these exercises to take sides, to make their power 


WHEN PRESIDENT DIOSDADO MACAPAGAL 
commissioned Guillermo Tolentino to sculpt the 
busts of Filipino heroes for the newly renamed 
Heroes Hall (previously the Social Fall), among the 
heroes chosen was Jose Abad Santos. Today, Abad 
‘Santos is commemorated on the Р1,000-Ы along 
‘with two other martyrs ofthe Japanese Occupation, 
Josefa Llanes Escoda and Gen. Vicente Lim. While 
officially, homage continues to be given to Abed 
Santos, the anniversary of his capture by the 
Japanese on April 10, 1942 and his execution on 
May 2 of that year are largely ignored and the im- 
portance of the man is only vaguely understood. 

‘Abad Santos was captured by the Japanese 
near Carcar, Cebu. He was interrogated for three 
‘weeks, and asked to contact soldiers who hadn't 
‘surrendered and to renounce his allegiance to the 
United States and the Philippines. He refused, 
saying: "I cannot accede to the things you ask oF 
me. To obey your commands is tantamount to be 
ing a traitor to the United States and my country I 
would prefer to die rather бап ein share 

"Abad Santos was brought to Parang, Cotabato, 
and then to Malabang, Lanao del Sur, where he 
Was told he would be executed. When his son burst 
into tears upon being told this, Abad Santos said, 
“Do not cry Pepito. Show these people that you are 
brave. It is a rare opportunity far me to die for our 
country Not everybody is given that chance.” 

"Attwo о clock in the afternoon of May 2, 1942, 
һе was executed, His remains have never been 
found. 

Present day Filipinos, who have grown up free, 
find it difficult to understand how exactly Abad 
Santos became a Filipino hero when he died as 
much out of loyalty to the United States as to his 
‘country After all, with an official history that ac- 
cepts both the Second Republic established by the 
‘Japanese and the Commonwealth that continued 
în exile, who can say either side was good or no- 
blerthan the other? 

"The answer was given by Jose P Laurel himself 
who justified his assumption of a de facto presiden- 
су ош of loyalty то the de jure leadership of the 
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felt, to convince themselves that they still matter. 

During election season, oh, how they try to 
look like the working man, how they try to eat. 
like the peasant. They wear faded clothes and 
lousy Tshirts hoping to look like the poor when in. 
fact they only want to use the poor as footstools. 
Liars, Lord, they are nothing but a bunch of liars. 
‘They do cartwheels to get our attention and, oh, 
how they love to look into the TV cameras and 
preen at anything that moves. 

God of the weak and weakened, I pray for 
strength to resist their packaged lies. Give me the 
spontaneity to shut my eyes and ears every once 
їп a while. Give me the quickness in deleting their 
lies in texted messages and junk e-mail. Give me 
the daring to spit on their eyes and throw urine on. 
their scalps even ИЗ only in my mind. 

Rescue me from the new faces. Rescue me from 
the newcomers who flaunt their facility with lan- 
guage. Rescue me from those who think serving 
‘means stealing а little for themselves to make up 
for what they have spent to get ro where they are. 
Rescue me from those who think everybody 
steals, cheats and lies except them. Rescue me too. 
from those who really stole, cheated and lied. You 
know who they are, you know who helped them. 

Make them blind so they will not see them. 
selves on TV let their loins be stricken with palsy 
Pour out your fury upon them, and let your burm- 
ing anger overtake them. Make their camp deso- 
late and let no one dwell in their tents. 

1 myself am wounded and weak. Let your mer- 
cy envelop me so that may be protected from the 
wolves in signature clothing. 


In the line of duty 


THE LONG VIEW 


Manuel L. Quezon Ш 


country In a private discussion on Jan. 6, 1944, 
Laurel reminisced about events that occurred in De- 
cember 1941: I still recall those last Cabinet meet- 
ings in Marikina. We were there under the mango 
tree near the air-raid shelter Don Manuel put up be- 
fore the Cabinet the order he just received from 
Washington commanding him to go to Corregidor 

“in justice to him, J want to say that the Presi- 
dent didn't want to leave. But it was us, the Cabi 
net, including me, that influenced him. 1 stili re- 
member him saying, ‘Laurel, write my letter and 
explain why I should not go. And I wrote that che 
people would not understand the President's act 
Gf leaving for Corregidor during a crucial period. 
Tt would be like running away, I wrote. The same 
thing that is being said of him now. 

“But finally, the decision was made that he 
should go. Then he informed us... hat he would 
also take me along. I was ready to go. 

“Finally at the lest minute, the President 
changed his mind and said he would bring Jose 
Abad Santos instead. You Laurel, he said, ‘are in- 
fluential with the Japanese. They have given you 
a doctorate. So, stay and help Jorge [Vargas] 

“And so stayed...” 

Laurel also wrote in his prison memoirs that it 
could just as easily have been him in Abad Santos’ 
‘shoes and that he would have appreciated the 
chance to die gloriously for his country more than 
endure the painful dury of being an occupation 
president. 

Why Abad Santos chose to die might best be 
understood by recalling the responsibilities he 
held at the time of his capture. He was more than 


1 will praise your name, О God, with songs and 
poems and prose. 1 will glorify your goodness 
With my honest vote and decisions. This will 
please you, О Yahweh, more than the hundreds of 
Charity projects that bear their names. 

For you, Lord, hear the confused and the needy 
and the faint of heart 

Let the heavens be glad, the earth bloom, the 
seas dance. АЙ the living creatures praise you. For 
you will save us, you will rebuild our cities and 
Villages. You will provide jobs and just wages to 
the unemployed. You will give the landless a 
piece of this planet and the wretched of the earth 
share of the earth's bounty. 

‘You will help your people survive all his insan- 
йу. The just and honest will triumph and those 
who hearken to your word and obey your laws 
ма inherit the land 

Se Esperanza Quirino of the Religious of the 
Good Shepherd, known from north to south as S. 
Parang, was lad to rest last Tuesday. She was 79. 
She was the older sister of the famous late TV host 
and entertainment waiter JQ, by the way, and, oh, 
‘what disparate worlds they moved in. Beloved by 
so many this peripatetic "bag lady” (as Bishop Chito 
"lage fondly called her) indeed died with her sam- 
доп. 1 had thought she might go in that manner, 
pupulutin па lang за lupa ng kung sino (picked up. 
from the ground by strangers) and 1 did worry 
about what people might find in her tarred bag. 

Well, Sr. Parang did suddenly slump to the 
ground while walking home alone last Friday. 
Her beloved earth caught her and gave her a lov- 
ing embrace. It was right and firing for she was 
into environmental work, justice for the poor, 
and 101 other concerns. The poor she loved and 
worked with in Cavite found her and carried her 
in their arms. They ministered to her until, sever- 
al hours later, she breathed ber last and ren- 
dezvoused with her Shepherd God. 
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chief justice and concurrent justice secretary (be- 
Cause of the emergency powers act which gave 
Quezon quastlegslatve emergency powers 
assed by the Philippine legislature after the 
Japanese stack). Abad Santos had also been des- 
pated the representative of the President of the 
Philippines in unoccupied territory To show that 
фе war indeed the representative of the Presi- 
Чеш up to the time he was captured, he would 
Tide ina car bearing license plate No. 1. Thus, for 
"Abad Santos to order Filipino soldiers still resist 
ing to surrender would have carried the moral, if 
ма political weight, of the commander in chief 
Wh had delegated to him the powers of his of- 
фсе. Any overt cooperation with the Japanese 
odd also have been tantamount to the surren- 
Де of the Commonwealth goverment. At the 
Sery least, the arm to the countrys cause would 
fave been magnified beyond the actual reality of 
the capture ofa chief justice. Abad Santos saw 
this clearly and tothe end, he did his ашу with- 
ош flinching or displaying any anxiety. 

"There is line of civilan martyrs in our mod- 
em nationhood: Jose Rizal, Jose Abad Santos, Ni- 
ay Aquino. Writing of Ninoy the late Teodoro M. 
Voti Se reflected on Abad Santos example 

“Неге в a mystery of human nature that defies 
solution while humbling us. Evil we know, and un- 
sand, knowing out nature. But good is some- 
thing eke. As manyrdom, i has had, history 
Shows. a fascination for some. The cynic would say 
itis mere inflation of the ео. But how explain the 
Siow martyrdom of Damien who lived among lep- 
rr ministering to their needs, and finding a туз. 
nl fulfillment when he could say: We lepers’ 
Ego ifition sll? If that is the supreme desire, 
е the сушс might try life in a leper colony He 
Should never think more highly of himself then. 
But cynicism Б only feer—fear of knowing what 
оле i To debase the good is to rise in sll-esima- 
ion. If all men are vile, then you are not worse 
than you might think you are. You just know the 
human score. To face and recognize goodness is to 
sirin judgment on oneself Avoid it” 
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Lent 


1SAW MY YOUNGER—AND ONLY—BROTHER DIE TWICE. 

"The first time was when he was 4, and was 10. After con- 
vulsing madly, with black ants coming out of his nails, he 
‘went into a coma. He was given 24 hours to get out of itor he 
never would. After all my hysterics inside the hospital 
room—jumping, wailing, puking—I was sent out. He was 
left alone inside to recover or die. That was on March 5, 
1993. 

Ош years togeth- 
ег had been typical 
of brothers, punctu- 
ated by fighting, 
punching and kick- 
ing each other. 1 had 
asked for him, 
wished for him, 
prayed to е 
Almighty that 1 
‘would have a sibling, 
But I never was appreciative of him during our early years to- 
gether. I cared for him, bur 1 did not know how to show it. So 
he was being taken away from me. That quickly hat sudden- 
ly 

Out of the hospital room, with a glass window between 
us, 1 promised God that if He would let Bryan Nathaniel 
live, I would care for him the best way 1 could—perhaps 
even more than I could. Td do anything and everything just 
зо he'd live. It was a prayer, a bargain. And God heard and 
granted it 

“Twelve years later, last year, Bryan was a freshman in col- 
lege and 1 was fresh out of college. I decided not to work im- 
‘mediately so could have the time to ease Bryan into the fast- 
paced life in Metro Manila. He seemed so precocious but at 
the same time so innocent, even child-like, although he was 
turning 17 that September. We bonded really well. We 
shared the same passion for books and movies. We went on 
book shopping sprees, watched movies and DVDs, ate pizzas 
“and pastas and bought Christmas gifts together for our fami- 
dy and relatives in Bicol. That was what T wanted: to be with 
my brother and see him grow. 

Last Feb. 28, we were together—me, him and Mom—for 
ап event at which I was being awarded a prize. 1 treated 
them to coffee and pasta and shared part of my prize with 
them. 

‘Mom went back to Bicol that same night. The next morn- 
ing, Bryan left early to hear Ash Wednesday Mass. 

He never reached the church. He was hit by a passenger 
jeepney while he was on the way there. And the driver and 
his passengers didn't care at all. People who witnessed the 
accident simply stood there and looked, and then just 
walked away, as if it were a cat that had been hit. It took 
some time before someone picked him up from the street, 
bloodied and hardly breathing, and took him to the nearest 
hospital. 

Tgotthe call while was on my way to work. Isaw Bryan in. 
the emergency room with doctors and nurses around him. 
Just two nights earlier, we were making plans for the week- 
end. Just that morning, we said goodbye to each other. Now 
he was there, in the emergency room, unconscious. And T 
was trying to control my shaking. 

T had to call mother who had just arrived in Bicol. 1 had to 
inform a father in Saudi Arabia who was still asleep, perhaps 
dreaming that one week later he'd be home for good and 
we'd all be together, finally 

My eyes were focused on my brother. The doctors’ words 
and everyone else's faded into the background. I was alone. 
‘The only familiar face in that room, in that hospital, was dy- 
ing. 1 held his feet. looked at the monitor, which was show- 
ing his heartbeat growing weaker. At 7:50 a.m., Bryan was 
pronounced dead. 

There seemed to be a rift, a rupture in time, between Feb. 
28 and March 1. It seemed that the only continuity was time 
itself and that the events were disparate and disjointed. How 
does one go from being alive one second and dead the next? 

T remembered March 1993, the pleas, the prayers that he. 
would live and chat would have another chance to take care 
of him. 

Thad that chance. In my imperfect and flawed way, 1 had 
loved and cared for Bryan. And God saw that 1 had fulfilled 
my promise. He took Bryan at a most difficult time, when he 
‘was battling the demons of youth. But He took him also at an. 
‘opportune moment, when he had made the decision, an af- 
firmation of faith, to hear early Mass on Ash Wednesday. He 
was taken in the most painful way, and yet God, in doing so, 
preserved Bryan's child-like and happy nature. 

Tt was physically painful for Bryan and it was emotionally 
gut-wrenching and shocking for us whom he left behind. But 
there is that hope, that faith that Bryan is in better hands 
now. In the loving arms of Mama Mary, as my Mom keeps 
telling me. 

Te has been a Jong and surreal Lent for us and a different 
‘and melancholic future lies ahead. There are the happy 
memories to summon and then there are the images at the 
hospital, at the morgue, at the funeral house. There are those 
ве left behind: the children to whom he was teaching Cate- 
cchism in Bicol, his family, his relatives and his friends. His 
death has to mean something, although what itis isn't clear 
to me yet. Byes blurred by tears and hears filled by sorrow 
cannot have a dear vision of what lies ahead. We just limp 
forward to some unknown future. We look back and we look 
forward, We look outward and we look inward, 

Where do we find the strength to move on? In God. In 
Mary. 

T look forward to Black Saturday and to Easter Sunday, 
when this Lenten Season will end. I look forward to the new 
light after this utter darkness because 1 believe not only in 
the Suffering Christ, but more so in the Resurrected Christ. 


YouNc BLOOD 


Chris Daniel Loza 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below. 


Chris Daniel Loza, 23, graduated from the Ateneo de Manila. 
University last March 2005 with a major in Electronics and 
Communications Engineering and a minor in Philosophy. Heis 
‘on leave from work în an engineering company. 


THEY SAID 


Constructive selectivity 
Management says its their prerogative to cancel 
programs that are not constructive. So that means is- 
Sues like wage increases and increases in electrical bills 
fre not constructive for them. But it's constructive for 
Eu 
Dni Ramos, hos of he axed d) radio progr, "Buhay 
Жарар, "which eral ofthe Arroyo administration 
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‘A Third Look at Mining’ 


de: 


HELPLESS reality in company with hopeful words 


Just a little more, О God of truth 


О GOD OF TRUTH, JUSTICE AND 
freedom, we come to You in this 
moment of deep need, 

We have tried so hard, sacri- 
ficed so much yet so little seems to 
change. 

We are not only poor but miser- 
able. We are not only jobless but. 
prostituted. 

We are not only harassed but 
arrested and tortured on false 
charges. 

We are not only told to keep 
quiet but fed what to think and 
say, 

We are not only deceived but 
forced to believe that it is You who 
are responsible for all these, for 
“You put her here." 

Asa result, many of our institu- 
tions are compromised, their lead- 
ers and managers seem to have 
become mere functionaries will- 
ing to parrot the official line. 

Мапу of us used to look to spiri- 


Cha-cha looks self-serving, manipulative and deceitful 


TO SHOW THAT THEY SINCERE- 
ly believe Charter change is best 
for the nation and to assure the 
rest of the Filipinos that those who 
have lent their signatures to the 
peoples initiative om Cha-cha 
were properly apprised of the is- 
sues before they signed, the Cha- 
cha proponents— Secrerary Mike 
Defensor, in behalf of the Office of 
the President, and Speaker Jose 
де Venecia—should enlighten the 
rest of the public on the proposed 
shift from the presidential to par- 
liamentary system by answering 
the following questions: 

1. What problems does the shife 
aim to solve? 

2. What are the roots of these 
problems? 


tual leaders for guidance and in- 
spiration, but many of them have 
suddenly become distant and un- 
willing to walk the muddy and 
pebble-strewn path of justice and 
‘ruth 

‘There is little to expect from 
businessmen for we know too well 
what many of them are interested 

‘Theres little to expect from the 
military men for many of them 
have learned how to benefit from 
а 41-year-old practice of "promo- 
tion for devotion.” 

Last but not the least, there is 
nothing to expect from old and 
recycled politicians who try so 
hard to pretend that they champi- 
оп the people's cause by promis- 
ing heaven tous. How can heaven 
come from those who give us 
hell? 

‘We are indeed tired, hungry 
and angry. Many are on the verge 


з. How will the parliamentary 
system solve both the problems 
‘and causes? What is in the parlia- 
mentary system that will make it 
succeed where the presidential 
systemfailed? ' 

4. How will the Cha-cha advo- 
cates address the potential evils of 
the parliamentary system once the 
power to change the nation's high- 
est officials is lodged no longer on 
the people but on the highest offi- 
cials themselves, in their capacity 
as concurrent executive and leg- 
islative officials? Without term 
limits, they can more easily ensure 
their continued stay in power, pro- 
tecting each others back, with the 
safe support of their appointees 
(over the years they are in power) 


А gov't arm makes an imprint 
with its courage and creativity 


‘THE NEWS ITEM, "GOVT PRINT- 
ing office slashes costs by half" 
(PDI, 3/29/06), to my mind, pro- 
vided the balance to a series of ad- 
verse stories questioning the Presi- 
dent's prerogative to appoint those 
she feels capable of delivering the 
goods, so to speak, including for- 
‘mer military officers. 

Being a retired government em- 
ployee myself, 1 think ай the ques- 
tions about this issue are simply 
politically motivated. Since time 
immemorial, no one has ques- 
tioned the appointing power of à 
sitting president, especially in re- 
lation to low-level positions that 
do not require legislative concur- 

Having said that, we commend 
the National Printing Office for 


cutting by 48 percent the pur- 
chase price of its paper. This is an 
unprecedented feat as far as that 
agency is concerned, and it must 
have taken a lot of courage and 
creative management savvy to 
achieve it. The Arroyo administra- 
tion must come up with this kind 
of achievements and news stories 
iit wishes to tur the tide of pub- 
lic opinion in its favor. 

T know there are зо many posi- 
tive stories about this administra- 
tion, which are not being pub- 
lished or given the media mileage 
they deserve. Its high time the 
media made а more objective ар- 
praisal of the accomplishments of 
the present administration. 

LAWRENCE MAGPANTAY, 
magpantay 10@yahoo.com 


Not necessarily non-taxpayers 
and power-hungry politicians 


IN REFERENCE TO THE LETTER 
of Ronald Rodriguez (PDI, 
4/5/06), how can he be so sure 
that all 65 percent of those who 
‘want Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo to 
quit are “the non-taxpayers, pow- 
erhwngr politicians, turncoats 
and deposed presidents and ex- 
presidents who have nothing bet- 
terto do" 

Did he run a survey of his own? 
He said that he has left the coun- 
try. Is he himself a Filipino non- 
taxpayer? Also, how does he justi 


fy his demand that "everybody 
just cooperate with whoever is at 
the helm now”? 

‘With the issue of GMAS legiti- 
macy (or illegitimacy) unre- 
solved, we are not sure who is the 
rightful person who should be at 
the helm. Besides, how can he co- 
operate if he has left the country? 
Му guess is he treats this country 
asa mere cost center content with 
foreign remittance. 

‘EDWIN CAPILI, 
ilipac@skyinet.net 


ту service,” by Cielito 


Erratum 


Inthe April 11 issue of the Inquınen, the line "since that money is 

plowed back into health systems"—in the Commentary "Mandato- 
C. бойо (Page A11)—shouid have read 

“ince that money is not plowed back...” Our apologies —Ed. 
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Why was the letter 
addressed to GMA? 


AT FIRST GLANCE, THE BANNER 
Story of фенола April 2 issue, 
headlined “Meralco monopoly is 
over” brought me a sense of imme- 
diate relief As a consumer, I have 
‘been looking forward to the start of 
competition in the electricity in- 
dustry, expecting this to provide 
the needed momentum for the 
structural reforms embodied in the 
Electric Power Industry Reform Act 
(Epira) and thus, lower our power 
rates in the country. 

But on second thought, 1 could 
not help asking myself: Why 
should Meralco be writing to 


3 MAY? 


of giving up. Some have altogeth- 
ег left and are planning to leave 
for good. Many are cynical and до 
not rust anyone anymore. 

‘Teach us to trust just a little 
more. Teach us to believe and 
open our eyes to see that some- 
thing good, true and worthwhile 
is happening. Teach us to appreci- 
ate what others do and will con- 
tinue to do in spite of the many 
risks. Teach usto see how even our 
daily efforts to work, feed our chil- 
dren and pay the bills are not 
wasted and irrelevant. Teach us to 
offer our sacrifices, big or small as 
sincere and genuine prayers for 
change and freedom. 

You ask just а little more from 
us...a lide more faith, a litle 
more love, a little more sacrifice 
for our country and, most espe- 
cially, the poor. Yes Lord, it is not 
much, just... a litte more. Amen. 

FR. ROBERTOP REYES 


offer? 


consumers. 


in the military and police, in the 
Commission on Elections, Com- 
mission on Audit, the Office of the 
Ombudsman, and the judiciary. 

опе of the causes of national 
disunity is the abuse of power by 
our top executive officials, can 
this be solved by allowing them, 
under a new Constitution, to 
control аг the same time the leg- 
islative powers of the govern- 
men? 

Unless the principal Cha-cha 
proponents are able to fully and 
satisfactorily answer these ques- 
tions, it will appear that their ad- 
vocacy is selfserving, manipula- 
tive and deceitful. 

—MARCELOL TECSON, 
‘martecson@yahoo.com 


electricity 


when itis the Energy Regulatory 
‘Commission that is tasked to set 
the rules and mechanism for 
open competition? And Meralco 
knows this fully well, which led 
me to another question: Could 
there be a trade-off behind this 


1 hope the trade-off would not 
be the approval of the P20-billion. 
spocor-Meraleo 

Agreement pending before the 
ERC. The agreement intends to 
pass on to the consumers Meral- 
соз penalty for reneging on its 
contract with Napocor. 

Thope it would not bea govern- 
ment waiver of the P42 billion 
that Meralco owes the Napocor. 

1 hope it would not be a higher 
Meralco облаке from its IPPs, 
‘which would spell more Napocor 
losses that will be passed on to 


Besides, Meralco knows fully 
well that before the ERC can allow 
‘open access and retail competi- 
tion under the law, two more con- 
ditions have to be complied with: 

the privatization of at least 70 per- 

‘cent of Napocor assets in Luzon 
and in the Visayas; and the trans- 
fer of the management and con- 
trol to the IPPs of at least 70 per- 

cent of the total energy output of 
power plants under contract with 
Napocor And Meralco, as much as 
all the other industry players, is 
aware ofthis. 

So, what was Meralco cooking 
ap in writing the President and in. 
telling her that it will open up its 
market to retail suppliers of elec- 
tricity to allow competition? 1 
hope it was not meant to treat 


prospective buyers of Napocor as- 
sets to another dish of fallacy. 


National Association of Electricity 
‘Consumers for Reforms Inc., 
10 Bayside Court Compound, 


‘Tambo, Parañaque City 


FR. CARLOS ABESAMIS, 
wrote a book: "A Third Look at Je- 
sus.” The first look, he explains, 
was the way Jesus understoo 

himself. The second look at Jesus 
was how the Graeco-Roman and 
Western eyes later regarded Him. 
‘The third look is the look at Jesus 
by the poor, oppressed and awak- 
елей selfless poor in the Third 


мена. 


Macapagal-Arroyo 


Settlement 


nary citizens? 


up with 
consumers 


and 


—PETEL ILAGAN, 
president, 


680 Quirino Ave., 


Belinda Olivares-Cunanan calls 
the “parable” told by Eulalio "Eu- 
1" Austin Jr, Philex vice president 
for mining operations, “A Parable 
forour Time.” (PDI, 2/18/06) 
Inspired by Father Abesamis “A 
Third Look at Jesus,” Ive got this 
thought of “A Third Look at Min- 


“The first look at mining is the 
way Philex looks at its exploration 
of the natural resources in the 
Philippines, ав explained in a 
parable by Austin. Exciting in all 
йз phases, with the prospect of 
gold for many years to come. 

"The second look is the way gov- 
‘emment, politicians, law en- 
forcers and well-to-do people re- 
gard mining. It helps raise the 
cash badly needed by the govern- 
ment and provides additional 
“sweeteners” for politicians, law- 
enforcers and the rich. 

‘A third look is that of the work- 
ers in the mining industries, that 
of the indigenous people, the trib- 
al groups that have been strug- 
gling for centuries to preserve 


‘The Department of Justice has 
пос shown any solid evidence to 
pin down the Batasan 5 and Rep. 
Crispin Beltran who have made 
popular the line, чо be an enemy 
of GMA is a badge of honor” but 
one is now in jail and the others 
are threatened with arrest. 

On the other hand, the Com- 
mission on Human Rights, after a 
year-long investigation, has come 

impregnable 

dence—swom affidavits, photos 
and medico-legal documents—on 
the hoscage-taking in, and the en 
suing siege of, Camp Bagong Di- 
жа. Risking the ire of the govern- 
ment and law enforcement agen- 
cles, the CHR has concluded that 
the slain Moro inmates were sum- 
marily executed during the siege. 

it has therefore recommended 
that the Department of Interior 
and Local Government and the 


S. their ancestral lands, а 

tioning the moral of Aust 

ry— better times are sure to come 
sooner or later.” 

What surely has come for min- 
ing workers are weak lungs, tu- 
berculosis, greater poverty and an 
uncertain future. For the indige- 
nous people, what has come аге 
poisoned rivers that сап no longer 
give them fish for their meals, аз 
well as water for drinking and for 
irrigating rice lands. 

The way it looks now, all that 
will be left for the future genera- 
tions of Filipinos is a country 
stripped bare of its natural re- 
sources. 

Fr. Horacio de la Costa, S.J, a 
well known Filipino historian, is * 
said to have traveled in the 1960s 
by plane from Hong Kong to Mel- 
bourne, Australia. During the 
flight, a passenger beside him 
asked what it was that he was see- 
ing down in the sea. 

Father De la Costa answered: 
“Ah, that mud spot? That was 50 
years ago the Pearl of the Orient, 
‘my country, the Philippines." 

1 think that Cunanan, whose 
columns in the Inqunen 1 highly 
appreciate, is aware of the fact 
that the interpretation of a para- 
ble depends on “which side of the 
fence youare.” 

FR. BERNARD 
ROOSENDAAL, O.CARM., 
26 Acacia St, 

New Manila, Quezon City 


Iron hands for opponents, 
deaf ear for everyone else 


IF THE ARROYO ADMINISTRA- 
боп can quickly put in detention 
its political opponents, alleged 
coup plotters and the so-called re- 
bellious elements in the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines, why isn't 
it as committed to responding to 
pleas for justice coming from ordi- 


Philippine National Police be held 
criminally and administratively 
accountable for the deaths of the 
inmates. 

"Why is Gloria Macapagal-Ar 
royo silent on this matter? 

"We have seen her readily vow to 
let the “full force of the law" fall 
‘on her political opponents and the 
rebel soldiers, but we havent 
heard anything from her about the 
“full force of the law" to be made 
to bear upon those who summari- 
ly executed the Moro detainees. 
Why arent we hearing her say 
that those found guilty of that 
massacre will be meted out with 
their just punishment? 

‘And why is the Arroyo adminis 
tration turning a deaf ear to its 
very own human rights commis- 
sion? It does say something about 
СМА low regard for democracy 
and human rights. But we are still 
hoping that the families of the 
slain Moro detainees will get jus- 


Liga ng Kabatas 
Metro Manila (LKM), 
Salaam Mosque Compound, 
Barangay Culiat, Tandang Sora, 
Quezon, 


IN THE ACCOUNT OF THE TRIAL BEFORE 
Pontius Pilate, which we read in the liturgy 
оп Good Friday, Pilate believes that he is 
judging Christ. Yet, as he asks "What is 
truth?"—even as the “the way, the truth and 
the life” stands before him—one realizes that 
in fact Pilate is judging himself before hun- 
dreds of millions of readers down through 
history and—more importantly—before the 
God of history. 

‘Truth is а key concept in the Gospel of 
John, beginning with the Prologue in which 
Christ is spoken of as “the only Son of the Fe- 
ther full of grace and truth.” Scholars have ar- 
gued that Christ as "the truth” primarily refers 
mot to the truth about God but to God's truth 
about man. He is the ideal human being, our 
model, who embodies all that the Father 
wants and expects of us because He is, in St. 
Paul's phrase "the image of the unseen God." 

Pope John Paul Il put great emphasis on 
the role of truth in both public and private 
life. He did not confine truth to mere accura- 
су with regard to facts, although this is eru- 
cial. Like the author of John's Gospel, he saw 
‘ruth as асай, a vocation, an invitation to the 
human person and to society to be the best 
that they can be. He spoke explicitly of the 
role of truth in the political order, telling us in 
the encyclical “Centesimus Annus” (#44) 
thar "еге is no transcendent truth, in obe- 
dience to which man achieves his full identi- 
ту, then there is no sure principle for guaran- 
teeing just relations between people." 

"Today, the Philippines is in the midst of a 
crisis which is described as political, but 
which deep down is really a crisis of truth. 
Even the most elementary form of truth, re- 
spect for facts, is flagrantly disregarded in 
the struggle to gain or retain political power. 
We have seen this in the case of the “Hello 
Garci" tapes, the gag order forbidding public 
officials to testify before Congress, the fertil- 
izer scam and now the "people's initiative." 

Just as counterfeit money drives out good 


The passion of the Filipino 


COMMENTARY 
John J. Carroll, SJ. 


"Institut on Church and Social Issues 


money making people distrust all money, so 
do the peddling of untruths and the efforts to 
hide the facts, for the latter create an atmo- 
sphere of distrust and cynicism, making ra- 
tional argument and civil debate impossible, 
and corroding confidence in the institutions. 
of society. 

The corrosion of confidence in the nation's 
key institutions began with Congress, many 
of whose members voted to impeach then 
Chief Justice Hilario Davide, probably the 
most respected man in public life; its mem- 
bers recently voted each of them an addition- 
al P20 million in pork barrel funds; and now 
they plan to rewrite the Constitution to suit 
themselves, The corrosion has spread to the 
‘Commission on Elections and to the Office of 
the Ombudsman. It is now even threatening 
the Supreme Court. 

Interestingly, Archbishop Angel N. Lag 
dameo spoke along these same lines to the 
graduates of the Colegio del Sagrado Cora- 
топ in lloilo, even before issuing his recent 
statement on the “people's Initiative.” To the. 
graduates he said, "We find it difficult to be- 
lieve in one another or to believe in our lead- 
ers .... When a leader says one thing and acts 
differently from what he had said he would 
do, that is a failure of credibiliny" 

‘Again and most recently, writing as presi 
dent of the Catholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines, Archbishop Lagdameo 
warned the faithful about the lack of credibil- 
iy—perhaps, honesty would be a better 
word—in the current signature campaign 
claiming to be а people's initiative. He first 
noted that a major shift in the form of gov- 
ernment “requires widest participation, total 


transparency and relative serenity that al- 
lows for rational discussion and debate," and 
that the hasty collection of signatures cur- 
rently going on in no way provides for this. 
kind of discussion. Secondly, he argued that 
the reasons for constitutional change must 
be based on the common good, meaning, 
“principled politics, transparency, account- 
ability, electoral and institutional reform, 
and more efficient delivery of services to the 
people, especially the poorest", and that 
there is no clarity as to how the proposed 
changes will bring these about. Which led 
him to wonder about the real motives of 
those proposing these changes, who in fact 
seem to be the ones most likely to benefit 
from the changes. 

"The archbishop then called on the faithful 
to reflect seriously on what he had said, to 
pray over it and “[i]f before God speaking in 
Conscience, you agree ... to discern the ap- 
propriate actions .... Vigllance, education, 
principled opposition may be necessary steps 
totake? 

Here, itis to be noted, he spoke as а moral 
guide within the Christian community and 
тог above it. He did not call for any specific 
action but left the ultimate decision to indi- 
viduals facing the issues in their own con- 
sciences. And then, he asked them to unite in 
whatever action they decide upon, before the. 
Lord. 

And so each Filipino—as he accompanies 
the Lord through His Passion—experiences 
the passion of the Filipino nation; а nation 
that deserves far better than it has received 
from its leaders is seeking the truth beyond 
its many distortions and is asking for divine 
guidance. He does so with the assurance that. 
Good Friday will ultimately be followed by 
an Easter Sunday For at the center of it all is 
а Сой of love who is more powerful than the 
mystery of evil. 

And finally truth will triumph over false- 
hood, воой over evil, life over death. 


t 
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Move to split ARMM gains more enemies 


‘COTABATO CITY—OPPOSITION ARMM in Central Mindanao to 
is growing to a proposed law that Maguindanao, Lanao del Sur and 
would create one more Au- MarawiCity 
-lonomous Region in Muslim Min- Тһе three congressmen cited in 
danao (ARMM) out of the original. their bill Moro inhabitants in that 
"House Bill 5369, fled on March мезет, part of Mindanao as hav- 
15 by Representatives Gerry Sala- ing a distinct culture and tradition, 
puddin of Basilan, Hussin Amin of and area “people apart” from their 
Sulu and Hermilando Mandanas of Muslim counterparts in Lanao and 
‘Batangas, proposes to create one Maguindanao as basis to advance 
‘more ARMM out of Sulu, Tawi-Tawi the move to divide the ARMM. 
‘and Basilan in Westem Mindanao. “There must be a justifiable 
It seeks to leave the original reason,” said Sulu Gov. Benjamin 


Loong, who admitted that he only 
earned about the proposal to di- 
vide ARMM in the newspapers. 

^1 thought we are for expand- 
ing ARMM, how come we have 
this strange diminishing idea?" 
Loong asked. 

Basilan Gov Wahab Akbar insist 
ей that “there must be valid grounds 
beneficial to the inhabitants.” 

“Wili this promote unity and 
development and better than the 
present system (political struc- 


ture)?” asked Akbar, who said 
that he believes that in the end, 
the people have to decide on it. 
Earlier opposition came from 
ARMM Соч Zaldy Ampatuan, who 
considered the House move as "di- 
visive and counter productive. 
Lanao del Sur Сох Bashir Ma- 
пайз reinforced Ampatuan's posi- 
tion citing the old popular belief 
that "in union there is strength is 
stil very much at work in this case” 
Manalao stressed the importance. 


of keeping а single, solid ARMM, 
which is believed to be a strong 
leverage factor to reckon with. 

‘Mayor Benjie Bagul, president 
of the League of Municipalities in 
the ARMM, proposed to conduct 
public consultations to find out 
the sentiments of the people. 

Bagul, the mayor of Balindong, 
Lanao del Sur, said at the outset 
һе is "very much against the pro- 
posal to divide the region." 

In the past, rampant corruption. 


Hundreds climb Luzon’s highest peak in the dark 


From page Als 

But trouble is brewing in par- 
adise as farmers, some of them 
migrants, push higher up in the 
slopes in search of new areas to 
cultivate. 

"This is bad news to dozens of 
endangered species, many of 
them endemic to Pulog, including 
six types of giant cloud га. 

“For the environment, the indi- 
cations are not okay” says Tami- 
тау. The park can only afford four 
forest rangers to protect their 
habitat. 

Pine trees coexist uneasily with 
vegetable farmers on the lower 
slopes, with moss—and 
fern—cloaked trees higher up. 
Past 8,530 feet only dwarf bam- 
boo and scraggly weeds survive 
the thin ait 

The basic route is a mostly 
leisurely, 3.5-hour trek with a day 
‘pack from a forest ranger station 
located at 7,500 feet, inked bya % 
dirt track to the main highway in = 


daybreak, climbers walk single 
file under the pale moon past peak, and trekkers suffer or enjoy 
potato and sweet pea farms ілі. the climb in silence out of respect 
gated by mountain springs and for the locals’ traditions. 
then cut across the mossy forest. Other routes cover much 
longer distances and offer in- 
Sacred peak creasing degrees of difficulty. 
The mountain folk of the re- Climbers haul up to a third of 
gion consider Pulog a sacred their body weight behind their 


| 


ү 
i 
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REHEARSALS? 

Before the throng of foreign and local tourists descend upon the 
stage, children play “jumping cross." Their elders, the stars of the 
‘spectacle, will shed blood, sweat and tears before Good Friday 
tends, Just like last year and the year before last.  =оммслонс 


IBS Gard 

hetownofKabayenonthevalley RP'S2ND HIGHEST PEAK: Encroachment by upland farmers into the I 1,550-hectare national 

floor 12 kilometers away. irestens the protected area around Mount Pilog the second highest mountain in the country and the 
To reach the summit before habitat of dozens of endangered species. Pine trees now coexist with vegetable farmers. 


backs for food, tents, thermal 
clothing and other essentials for 
up to four days in the rough. 
Temiray accuses some local of- 
ficials of helping migrants obtain. 
land titles to parts of the protect- 
ed area, which allow them to fell 
trees, degrading Luzoms main 


Fourteen hamlets now en- 
croach on the park, felling trees 
to clear land for farming. Tamiray 
does not rule out the possibility 
that future climbers of Pulog will 


see cabbage patches up to the 
summit. 

"s possible, if the communi- 
ties are not cooperating,” she 
says. "Political will is needed at 
the local government level.” 

“The transformation from forestry 
to farmland is a process now under 
way atthe base of Mount Tebayoc, 
about 10 km north of Pulog, where. 
two backhoes are completing the 
work begun by eters who set fire 
toa patch of forest around a moun- 
tain lake. 

“Two water buffaloes wallow on 
the edge of the water, beside а 
dump of 10 tents pitched by a 
group preparing to climb the 
mountain. 


The distant, 

of chainsaws is audible as Picache 
leads the team up a steep, lung- 
busting obstacle course of tree 
trunks, roots and rocks, most of 
them covered in moist, slippery 
green moss. 

Firsttime climber Clarissa 
Katigbak, who helps run a family- 
owned real estate firm on work- 
days and races offroad vehicles 
on weekends, says the prospect of 
the peak being ruined made her 
trek more urgent. 

"ts one good incentive to 
climb the mountain now, before 
everything disappears,” she says. 

АР 


Magic of Ali’s name, image ... 


From page Ald 
fortune in advertising and mar- 
keting deals with Ali. Ali's fa- 
mous boxing opponent, George 
Foreman, has been successful аз 
а celebrity product endorser. 
(His George Foreman grills were 
so popular that the company 
manufacturing them, Salton, 
decided to buy Foreman out for 
$137.5 million їп 1999 rather 
than keep paying him royalties 
from sales.) 

Sillerman said it would be 
premature to discuss how the 
‘company would use Ali's name 
and likeness, but whatever. 
company did would be 
spectful, methodical and 
pactful." 


"It is not our plan to involve 
him in any way personally” 
Sillerman said of Ali, who is suf 
fering from Parkinson's disease. 


Underused brand 

Ali, 64, joins other names under. 
Siiermaris control that have one 
thing in common: They are in- 
sanüy recognized around the 
world. But СКХ also has an eye for 
big names that are not making big 
money. When СКХ acquired a con- 
rolling interest in Presleys name 
їп 2005, the company that con- 
trolled the estate, Elvis Presley En- 
terprises, was bringing in about 
$40 million in annual revenues for 
the last five years. Silerman says 
һе believes that, like Presley Ali is 


an underused brand. In the last five 
years, АЁ name, image and like- 
ness have generated approximate- 
ly $7 million in revenue, СКХ said 
in a fling with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. 

‘After five years, Ali has the 
right to force СКХ to buy the re 
‘maining 20 percent share of the 
company at fair market value, ac- 
cording to the SEC filing. 

"When we created СКХ and 
came up with the idea for it, we 
came up with three things that 
we thought had the greatest im- 
pact on American culture,” Siller- 
man said in an interview Tuesday. 
Не has now acquired all three: 
Presley, “American Idol” and Ali. 

New York Times News Service 


im the ARMM prompted some 
cause-oriented Moro groups to ral- 
ly for their respective provinces to 
severe ties with the government- 
engineered Muslim autonomy. 

Ampatuan assured that under 
lis stewardship “public funds 
should redound to public welfare." 

He reminded ARMM cabinet 
officials to adhere to the policy of 
transparency and accountability 
atall times. Charlie Sefiase, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 


Palawan town 
mayor denies 
kidnap report 
of 11 persons 


CORON, PALAWAN—LOCAL 
Authorities here have ex 
presed alum over news re- 
роп of 11 persons alleged to 
Fave been Kidnapped by pi- 
rates and taken to Tara land 
i Coron ш тоеп 
Palawan. 

Mayor Mario Т. Reyes Jt 
of Coron has vehemently de- 
nied the reported kidnap- 
ping of eight employees of 
Md Construction and Main- 
tenance Services, contractor 
of Smart Communications 
in Coron, and the three-man 
crew ofthe boat. 

Senior Insp. Erwin A. 
Орос, Chief of Police-Coron, 
PO3 Robert Calica of the 
Philippine Coast Guard, and 
Tara barangay сарап 
Abelardo Aguido also said 
the report isnot true. 

‘Aguido said Tara island is 
inhabited by Tagbanuas 
who would not conceal in- 
formation if they see any 
suspicious movements or 
presence of strangers im 
Their area.” 

"The local officials be- 
| lieved thatthe boat, which 

left San Jose, Occidental 
Mindoro for ‘Coron, had 
capsized along the way due 
to big waves caused by bad 
weather. Units of the po- 
lice, Coast Guard and Task 
Force Malampaya are com- 
ducting search and rescue 
operation for the missing 
persons. 

According to reports, the 
unregistered and unnamed 
boat owned by certain Ce- 
sar Abiera Jr left Cami 
navit, San Jose at dawn on 
March 31, 2006. Aboard 
were Engr. Arvin Dalisay, 
Ruelto Javier, Ruel 
Magtibay, Russel Claveria, 
Ben Velasquez, Manolito 
Velasquez, Reynaldo Mon- 
terey, Renato Glimar and 
three crew members Lauro 
матап, Roque Mall 
тап and one unnamed рег. 
son. 


Cherry blossom tree blooms in artist’s front yard 


From page Ald 

seedlings from the Bureau of 
Plant Industry. In my own re- 
search, the seeds most probably 
came from Davao, where the 
Japanese planted many cherry 
trees during their occupation of 
the Philippines from May 1942 
until July 1945. 

This year 2006 marks the 50th 
anniversary of the normalization 
of diplomatic relations between 
the Philippines and Japan. 

It is widely known that the 
sakura are very dear to the hearts 
of the Japanese people. The 
1200-year-old practice of hanani 


or “flower viewing” іп 
‘Japan—coinciding with the onset 
of spring from late March to early 
April began in the Heian Period 
(794-1185 A.D.) when it became 
popular among the aristocracy. 
Men and women of the ruling 
lass dressed in their finest ki- 
monos, brought boxed lunches, 
plenty of sake and gathered un- 
der the cherry blossom trees to 
eat, drink, exchange stories and 
gossip, and compose poetry. 

Tt was only in the Edo Period 
(1600-1868) that hanani began 
to spread to the lower classes. 

"The cherry blossom trees bloom 


Where in the world is Fr. Robert? 


Frompage ld Reyes said. 
events unfold in the Philippines Не asked that his exact loca- 
from afar. tion not be revealed. 

Curious Reyes celebrated his i 
sas binhday on Feb. 24, ше day Motherland in his heart 
н ишден MaespapiAmoyo ‘What is important is that Pm 
declared а state of national emer- Very much alive and very deeply 
pue nected to the motherland and 

CT, is something that is be- to the people who have been part 
tween me and God,” Raval quot- of my heart, mind and soul,” he 
ed Reyes as saying in one of his said. 
Пепе. "He is processing some Perhaps indicating that his de- 
! things within himself” рапше was less than happy, 

inga within Е ded to the some associates interviewed for 
rn REE М thot in dime this article refused to speak on 
he woud tel more” record. 

“For now ... Lam (still) part of They painted а picture of a 
the People’s struggle for Truth, тап who, before he left, was in- 
Justice and Freedom .. in my creasingly facing tremendous 
uie апа and hidden, waye pressure from within and outside 


ds ^ " 


the church. 


Political advocacies 

Within the church, there had 
been criticism that he was ne- 
glecting his flock at the Our Lady 
of the Miraculous Medal because 
he was too busy doing his politi- 
cal advocacies—a criticism his 
supporters said was unfounded. 

‘One associate said there were 
concerns that he was spending 
more time at Kubol, the commu- 
nity he founded at the foot of the 
People Power Monument on Edsa 
at the height of the "Hello Garci” 
‘scandal, than in his parish. 

Reyes told the inguman at the 
time he was holding a protest fast 
last year that he never set aside 


his pastoral duties, and that while 
he slept and prayed in the tent on 
Edsa, he had been at his church 
every morning to say Mass, bap- 
tize, hear confessions and admin- 
ister to his parishioners. 

"never reneged on my respon: 
sibilities in my parish,” Reyes had 
said in another interview. 

"There was clearly a discussion 
among his peers about what he 
was doing (outside the parish),” 
the associate said. 

People close 10 Reyes said he 
was offered a choice by his supe- 
riors to "be a parish priest or do 
advocacy" 

Outside the church, there were 
differences between Reyes and 
Some members of the Kubol com- 


1 


for about five days. After which 
they quickly fall to the ground and 
rota reminder that youth, beauty 
and happiness are temporary and 
that we should live a full ife on the 
time alloted us on earth. 


Symbol of samurai 

‘Cherry blossoms symbolized 
the life and code of the samurai 
who died in the prime of their 
lives to uphold their duties to 
their masters. 

Our 18-year-old sakura tree is 
like a giri making a debut. It 
blooms for wo weeks as it adapts 
to the Philippine weather. Every 


munity. 


Asked to leave? 

One insider said Reyes was 
asked to leave because he was 
alienating allies with his fierce 
commentaries, whatever the sub- 
ject or object was. 

Reyes first came. to national 
prominence when he began run- 
ning to promote his advocacies. 
Не had more than once criticized 
leaders of the Catholic Church for 
their perceived neutrality in what. 
for him were matters of immedi- 
are importance. 

Known as the “running priest," 
he soon found himself at the fore- 
front of political actions as well as 
in front of the camera, juggling his 
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year, it blooms with unceasing 
regularity and my neighbors 
would gape, mesmerized by its 
multitude of flowers. 


Divinely designed 

1 can hardly see the branches 
that seem to stagger under the 
‘weigh of all the flowers thar look 
Ike clouds. Or, maybe like blan 
кез of snow. Those that fall on 
four rooftops resemble bis of 
wads of tissue paper. The overall 
mosphere the blooming tree 
creates is complete serenity and 
harmony with nature. It can only 
be designed bythe divine. 


priestly and non-priestly duties. 


Back home 

"Two years ago, he was trans- 
ferred from the Parish of the Holy 
Sacrifice at the University of the 
Philippines in Diliman to Our La- 
dy of the Miraculous Medal 
Parish in Project 4. 

"This January, he was moved out 
of his second parish in a reshuffle 
and he moved back to his parent 
home north of Metro Manila, 

"I S0, single and Tm back at my 
parens place he had joked then, 

Reached for an interview, Nicanor 
Perlas, one of the leaders of Kubol, 
‘would only confirm that there had 
been "diferencos" in strategy be- 
tween Reyes and the others. 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


= NEWS/A6 
Scene stealers, 
a pictorial: How 
to keep holy 
the Holy Week 


= NEWS/A7 


P4.5-M silver gray 
2-door Mercedes 
reported stolen 
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was sold, say cops ? 


IF THERE'S NO PRIEST SAYING MASS AT THE FOOT OF THE PEO- 
ple Power Monument on Edsa, where's Father Robert Reyes? 
Reyes, one of the country's most outspoken critics of the Arroyo 


administration, has gone on a sabbatical and is 


ofthe coun 

Popularly known es “the 
running priest, Fr. Reyes 
disappeared from the local 
scene nearly two months 
ago, quietly slipping out of | 
sight just as the Philip- 
piness political crisis was 
deepening. 

"There is talk that he is 
connected to a mission 
somewhere im Asia (not 
Southeast Asia), but people 
close to him did not want to 
confirm it. A priest from 
the Diocese of Cubao, 
where Reyes belongs, 
would only say that he is 
indeed “abroad” and that 
Bishop Honesto Ongtioco 
had announced so sometime in February. 

Yet dose friends and associates would not 
openly say where exactly he is and what takes 
up his time. The оная tried but failed to 
get official comment from the Diocese of 
Cubao regarding the status of Reyes. 

Early this year, Reyes told the дика that 
he was “leaving.” While he was his usual bois- 
terous self that day, there was а tinge of sad- 
ness in his smile. He would not say where he 
was going and, more importantly why. 

His leave of absence at this time has raised 
more questions. 

Did the nation's problems, the injustices he 
һай fought against finally wear him down? 
Or does he simply need to recharge his emo- 


m 


Magic of Ali's 
name, image 
fetches $50M 


THE MEDIA ENTREPRENEUR WHO CONTROLS 
the rights to Elvis Presley, "American ido" and the 
soccer star David Beckham has added another 
star to his roster: Muhammad Ali 

Robert ЕХ. Sillerman, the chief executive of 
the entertainment company CKX, announced 
Tuesday that his company had paid $50 mil- 
lion for an 8O-percent stake in Ali's name, im- 
age and likeness. The other 20 percent will be 
retained by Ali and his company, GOAT (short 
forthe*greatestofalltime). — » 

Marketers said СКХ could stand to reap a 


maciran 


REYES: Running priest sidelined. 


believed to be out 


tional and spiritual batter- 

That day, he took out a 
notebook containing mes- 
sages from friends wishing 
him well. He also asked for 
this reporter’s e-mail ad- 
dress, an indication that 
wherever be was heading, 
ic was going to be far away. 


His own decision 

"1 did not get any wom- 

ап pregnant or embezzled 

any money or anything 
е like that,” he said with a 
Э chuckle. He did make clear 
@ one thing—it was his own 

decision to leave. 

An official of his group, 
Gomburza, said the priest communicates with 
them via e-mail and text messaging. But be- 
sides saying he is “doing well and running 
again," the official refused to comment on his 
reasons for leaving. 

"1 miss him,” said Racquel Naval, a long- 
time staff of Reyes. "I miss our advocacies, es 
pecially now ... You know, the only priest 
apart from Fr. (Raul) “Puti” Enriquez that 
holds Mass on the streets is him.” 


“Between me and God" 

Citing Reyes's letter to the Gomburza e- 
group, Naval said it must be difficult for the 
priest to be out there where he is, watching 

WHERE AIS 


Hundreds trek 
in the dark up 
to playground 

in the clouds 


By Cecil Morella 
Contributor 


мт. PULOG—A LONG LINE OF tiny lights 
crawls up the summit of the Philippines’ sec- 
ond highest mountain before dawn, like a gi- 
ant, day-glo caterpillar inching up a stalk. 

"The sight of up to a hundred climbers with 
headlight torches ascending the bare, whale- 
shaped peak in the dark never ceases to 
‘amaze alpinist Ohmar Picache, who has con- 
quered the summit himself more than 30 

Last year, the stocky 32-year-old outdoors- 
man who organizes sporting activities for cor- 
porate and other clients carried his seven 
month-old son to the top of ће 9,610-00: 
‘mountain to introduce him to his playground 
‘among the clouds. 

п the move, he was asleep, mostly" Pi 
‘cache tells AFP But the baby whimpered dur- 
їп rest stops, and dad had to nurse him with 
a milk botte carried by his trailing nanny. 

Drawn by the stunning panoramic views of 
the Cordillera range at the top, Pulog pulls 
several thousand climbers of all colors, 
shapes and ages every year, says Emerita 
Tamimy, superintendent of фе 11,550- 
hectare nature reserve that includes Pulog 
and neighboring Tabayoc, the two highest 
‘mountains on Luzon island. 

The sport is gaining more popularity in the 
Philippines with two teams deep in altitude 
training abroad in a race to become the first 
Filipinos to reach the top of Mount Everest, 
the world's tallest peak. 

Here in the Cordilleras, park fées and pay- 
ment for guides, porters and other services help. 
‘make tourism a major economic backbone of 
the region, best known for its vegetables. 

HUNDREDS A13 


Î TREEVIEWING. Painter-author Baldemor raves over his very own cherry tree now in full bloom, notin Tokyo or 


| 
| 


L 


Washington D.C., but right outside his art studio in a Pasig subdivision. 


Cherry blossom tree 
blooms in artist’s front yard 


By Manuel D. Baldemor 


(The author is among the Philip- 
pines foremost painters.) 


1 АМ SO FORTUNATE TO HAVE 
sakura or a cherry blossom tree now 
in full bloom beside my art studio in 
Pasig. The seedling that 1 planted 
жаз given tome by family friends 18 
years ago and it took seven years of 
waiting and wishing for this tree to 
surprise me. 


"The Japanese highly regard sakura 
because it is one of the symbols of 
springtime—when Japanese children 
begin the new school year, when 
companies start the new business 
year, and nenworks begin the new 
program season. It signals the end of 
the old days and the beginning of the 
new, the coming of change and the 
perpetual stillness of Zen thought. 

he family, who gave me the 
cherry blossom in a small pot, told 


me they had planted their own cher- 
ry tree seedlings in between the ma- 
hogany trees in their garden. But 
not one survived. The mahogany 
trees did not allow a full sun to nur- 
ture the cherry bushes. Also, where 
my friends live is known for its 
adobe terrain. Now, my fiends visit 
"their" cherry blossom tree ín my 
frontyard. 
My friends had gotten their 
‘CHERRY A 
-d 


Davide: I would be honored to serve country in the UN 


RETIRED SUPREME COURT 
Chief Justice Hilario Davide Jr. 
yesterday indicated he would be 
accepting President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo's invitation for him to 
serve as the next Philippine am- 
bassador to the United Nations. 

"lesa rare opportunity to serve 
ош country in the international 
scene and I don't think I have any 
reason to decline," Davide said in 
ап interview in his native Cebu 
City yesterday. 

Davide said that until late Tues- 
day he did not know that he had 

^ 


Li 


been chosen by the President to be 
the next envoy to the United Na- 
tions. He sai 

tell him of his appointment before 
‘making the announcement. 

But he said he would be hon- 
огей to represent the country in 
the UN in New York. 

“K is going to be a challenging 
job,” said Davide. 


Toreplace Baja 

1n a March 24 Jeter to the con 
gressnal Commission on Ap- 
ointments, Ms Arroyo informed 


Malacafiang did not 


Lauro Baja Jr. 


electoral system. 


Senare President Franklin Drilon, 
the CA chair, that she was nomi- 
nating Davide as permanent rep- 
resentative to the UN to replace 


Only last week, Davide, who 
was the Presidents adviser on 
electoral reforms, submitted his 
proposals for the revamp of the 
Commission on Elections as part 
of a wider clean-up of the entire 


Yesterday in Baguio City, Exec- 
tive Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
заң Malacañang would have to 


sessions after Easter. 


took its Lenten break. 
Ermita said 


international stature”. 


submit anew its nomination of 
Davide when Congress resumes 


He explained that this was be- 
cause Davide was deemed by- 
passed as his nomination was 
made a few days before Congress 


the President 
chose Davide as Вајаз replace- 
ment because he was "very com- 
petent and has both national and 


He said Davide was also no 
lgnger senior presidential adviser 


position was terminated when 


submitted his recommendations 


on electoral reforms to Ms Ато) 
last week 

Baja will stay on as Philippi 
ambassador to the UN until t 


CA confirms Davide's appoint- 


‘Juicy position’ 


be going on to a 
after his UN stint. 


icy positio 


оп electoral reforms because that 


Ermita hinted that Baja would 


"There is always а place for, 


those who are really good,” Ermi- 
ta said in Filipino. 

He said it was certain that Ba- 
заз next appointment was being 
thought about and that Foreign 
Secretary Alberto Romulo would 
be making the recommendation. 

Ermita's statements somewhat 
bolstered speculations that Baja 
would replace Romulo, who is re- 
portedly heading for Washington. 
as the next Philippine ambas- 
sedor there, Jolene А. Bulambot, 
PDI Visayas Bureau, and Chris- 
tine Avendaño 


he 


yo 


he 
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New rob charge filed vs "Pajero lady' 


Telltale list found in seized van suggests her operation is Metrowide 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


a 
ALIST OF NAMES AND ADDRESSES FOUND Ea 
by police па seized vehicle has strengthened = 
suspicions that the notorious “Pajero Lady” 
Operated in a wide area in Metro Manila. 
‘Makati police chief Senior Supt. Мадехо 
Valerio said yesterday а blue book containing 
the list was found inside the Toyota Innova of Б : 
Lourdes de Guzman, who was convicted of : PETRON 
theft and suspected of being behind several Ese 
robberies : \ А 
She was recaptured early Tuesday morning 
afer the owners of a house in plush Bel-Air 
Village in Makati City caught her in the act of 
rifling through their valuables. 
‘Tagged "Pajero Lady” for using such a vehi- 
де to enter posh villages where she would 
proceed to rob homes, De Guzman was 
aught in the house of businessman Jose 
Ching on Mars Street, Bel-Air Vilage in 
Makati Ci 


Blue book 

Valerio said the blue book had a list of 
names, addresses, and telephone numbers. 
"We believe these are her targets. We will call 
up the numbers to find out if they had been 
robbed,” he said. 

Police said her gray Toyota Innova (ZBK: 
938) was parked some 60 meters away from 
the Ching residence. Valerio said the ledger 
found in the Innova would be used as evi- 
dence 

"Ir shows she is not only operating in 
Makati, but around Metro Manila. We also 
ound access stickers for елпу to villages in 
Parafiague, Pasay and Quezon cites in the 
blue book," said the police chief. 

Valerio could not say exactly how many ad- 
dresses were on the list, estimating there 
were more than a hundred encres. "She must 
have found the names and addresses in the 
telephone directory” he said. 

Valerio said part of her modus operandi 
could be to first сай up the houses to check if 
anybody was home. If nobody would pick up, 
De Guzman would then proceed to rob the 
place. 


‘Other cases 

De Guzman, 52, escaped on June 13, 2005 
from the Correctional Institute for Women in 
‘Mandaluyong City where she was serving her 
sentence of six to 20 years imprisonment. She 
is also facing several criminal cases, including 
а robbery case in Filinvest 2, Bagong Silang, 
in Quezon City last year, in various courts. 

The Makati Police Station filed yesterday 
another robbery charge against De Guzman, 
‘who is also suspected of stealing jewelry from 
the Bel-Air house of businessman Bienvenido 
Banaag. Valerio said Banaag confirmed o 
ership of the jewelry found in De Guzman's 
possession after her arrest. 

Police was also looking into De Guzman's 
possible involvement in another robbery case 
inthe village. 

Indonesian military attaché Gunadi Budi 
Prayitno, another Bel-Air Village resident, re- 
portedly lost cash and jewelry over the week- 
end while he was out of the country. 


Fire prevention 
never too late 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


FIRE PREVENTION MONTH MAY HAVE 
соте and gone, but firefighters say threats 
бош fire-related cases are far fum over 
“Fires do not occur only during the month of 
March, which is also Fire Prevention Month, 
Duvall ear round," said Meah See, Bahay Ts 
moy vice president 
Bahay Tinoy recently held а workshop 
aimed at reaching fe safety to homeowners 
and office employees, The e safety seminar 
was conducted by Chinese-Filipino volunteer 
firefighters. 
Те Chinese pino volunteers stressed the 
importance of establishing a common meeting 
place for ali members of a household in case ot 
fte "The family should appoint oniy one per 
son tó go back to the house in case some mem- 
Bers are stil missing” See said 
“people should also make sure that light enen 
materials such as newspapers and clothes are f 
not placed nex tothe stove she added. (e) management 
"The volunteers also warned against the 
widespread use of "octopus connections" or 
Several extension wires that could cause ап un. 
electrical overload. UL MM = 


нл DAILY INQUIRER- 


FULL-TIME volunteer Jo Decano (standing, third from left): Мо cushy jobs for her 


The joy of volunteer work 


‘Two teachers find fulfillment in a no-frills life for a good cause 


By Ditas Bermudez 
Contributor 


FOR MARIANITA SABADO, А 
teaching volunteer, the year she 
spent at the Vietoria High School 
invAglipay, Quirino Province, was 
atestof her will and skills. 

То get to school, she had to 
walk for several kilometers on 
‘rough roads. Her classroom had 
galvanized iron sheets for walls 
‘and a clay floor which promptly 
„dissolved into а muddy pool 
‘whenever it rained. Worse, she 
‘had to fight to get her students’ 
attention whenever the roof 
started leaking. 

‘Jo Decano, another GP volun- 
eer, spent a year each in Bulacan 
‘and Sorsogon provinces teaching 
„high school students. Her two- 
year teaching stint, she said, 
opened her to the realities of ru- 
ral poverty. 

“A student would be absent 
«from school for a long time de- 
pending on the planting season. 
Tf you lose them within the first 
quarter, you lose them for the en- 
re academic year, Decano said 

She recalled that at the Manuel 
Е Sia High School in Sorsogon, 
she started out with 40 students. 
By the end of the school year, the 
class had shrunk to 20 students. 

Decano tried to talk the stu- 
dents into coming back, offering 
remedial classes so they could 
catch up on their studies. “But 
most of the time, the parents 
themselves dissuaded their chil- 

ym setting foot in school 


а handful of University of the 
Philippines graduates who took 
the proverbial “less-trodden 
path"—serving as volunteers of 
the Gurong Pahinungod (GP) 
program instead of opting for a 
Corporate job with a fat pay- 
check. 


Offering 

Gurong Pahinungód (pahinun- 
gód is the closest word in the Ce- 
buano dialect to “oblation” or the 
offering of oneself to a higher 
cause), is а program which 
echoes the “Doctors to the Bar- 
rios" project of then Health Secre- 
tary (and now senator) Juan 
Flavier. While Flavier's program 
assigns doctors to any of the 271 
hard-to-reach municipalities in 
the country, GP sends teacher vol- 
unceers to public high schools in 
underserved areas. 

Open го any alumni of the Ur 
versity of the Philippines, the pro- 
gram provides special training to 
Yolunteers who are not education 
majors, preparing them to teach 
Science, Mathematics, English 
and History. Schools in need of 
extra teachers, in coordination 
with the Department of Educa 
tion (DepEd), ar 
volunteers who may have а spe- 
cial geographical or linguistic in 
terest in a certain area. 

‘Once deployed in a DepEd-rec- 
ommended school, GP volunteers 
serve both as volunteer and regu- 
lar teacher, closely working with 
a teacher-in-charge. They are al- 
зо expected to render community 
service in the area during week- 
ends or afterschool. 


Sabado served for two years at 
the Victoria High Schoolin 
2003 and 2005. Considering her 
experience in her first year at the 
school, her return puzzled the 
other volunteers. One of the stu- 
dents she painstakingly tried to 
give remedial classes to didn't 
make the grade. 

Upon her return, she found out. 
that the flunkie actually made it 
to the next level, his grade 
"pulled up" to a passing mark by 
other teachers "out of pity" The 
standard practice in the school, 
Sabado found out later, was to 
ask students “in danger" of flunk- 
ing, to submit a "project— which. 
could be in the form of a mone- 
tary donation the school could 
use to buy books, repair desks, 
and other such "school improve- 
ments" 

‘The young volunteer didn't ex- 


pect to change the system 
overnight. "I joined the GP pro- 
gram out of a sense of gratitude. 
because Iwas able to go to the UP 
1 saw in the GP a chance to be 
able to do something,” she said. 


Investment 

Decano, a broadcasting major 
and a full-time volunteer, finds it 
hard to describe what she 
thought of the far-from-ideal cir- 
cumstances GPs often find them- 
selvesin, living a no-frills life on a 
niggardly P4,000 monthly al- 
lowance. 

Like Sabado, she consoles her- 
self with the thought that the 
time they spent in little-known 
barangays is an investment they 
couldn't have made and an expe- 
rience they would not acquired if 
they had chosen some cushy desk 
job in the city 


pp реет 


MARIANITA Sabado with students of Victoria High School: A chance 
tobe able todo something for her countrymen. uauaswncPauncoo- 


Bank exec shoots himself inside QC office 


:ByD) Yap 
{A BANK EXECUTIVE SHOT AND 
‘kiled himself yesterday inside а 
“branch of the Bank of the Philip- 
ine Islands on Katipunan Av- 
ше in Loyola Heights, Quezon 
ly according to police 
BP! Loyola-Katipunan assistant 
“branch manager Ruben Cruz, 35, 
was found sprawled in a pool of 
his own blood inside a bank vault 
atpas 7 a.m., police said. 
He was rushed to the Quirino 
Memorial Medical Center but 


FILIPINOS HAVE THE HABIT OF 

deliberately forgetting to pay 
their debis. It seems to be a na- 
"tional habit. 

Example: President Marcos 
Masagana 99 program aimed at 
making the country self sufficient 
inrice didn't get off ће ground. 

Why? Because the farmers who 
were given credit by the banks to 
-huy farm implements and inputs 
such as fertilizer didnt pay their 
loans. 

‘You know what the farmers did 
„with the money? They bought 
‘Ron-essentials not connected with 
farming. They bought television 
„sers, refrigerators and motorcy- 
“des. They gambled away the mon- 


СЯ 
<. Youl say that only poor Pinoys 


died at 10:15 a.m. while undergo- 
ing surgery, said SPO1 Robert Ca- 
Йез of the Quirino Police Station. 

Tn а computer-printed suicide 
mote, the victim, married and 
with a young daughter, said his 
good-byes to loved ones and men- 
tioned personal relationship 
problems, Cajiles said. 

Witnesses said Cruz, described. 
by co-workers as a “workaholic,” 
arrived at the bank at 6:25 a.m. 
with security guard Petronilo Fal- 
con, who was stationed outside. 

While on a routine inspection 


at the parking lot, Falcon heard 
two successive gunshots but was 
mot alarmed as he was used to 
bearing such noise from a neigh- 
boring sium area, Cajiles said. 

But when janitor Tristan 
Cuevas looked for Cruz, he could 
тос find the bank executive, po- 
lice said. 

Falcon and Cuevas asked рег- 
mission from branch manager 
Rowena Fuentes to open the 
records vault. They found Cruz 
with a wound in the head but still 
alive, police said. 


А 38 caliber revolver, service 
firearm of the security guards, 
was found at the scene, Cajiles 
said. 

‘A bullet was lodged in the door 
of vault that contained bank doc- 
‘uments (cash was stored in an- 
other vault). 

“Не probably wanted to test 
the gun first before he shot him- 
self” Cajiles said. 

“Though the case seemed to be 
a clear case of suicide, police said 
they would still look into other 
possible angles. 


Reading program gets %4 
boost in Quezon City 


By) Yap 


AN HOUR OF READING A DAY 
can mean a lifetime of rich expe- 
riences. 

Thats what pupils from 18 pub- 
lic elementary schools in Quezon 
City will learn next school year, as 
they take part in the reading and 
literacy program of Sa Aklat 
Sisikat Foundation. 

Under the program, Grade IV 
pupils from selected schools shall 
be given at least one hour of read- 

for 31 consecutive school 
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seeking to promote the reading 
habit among elementary grade 
pupils and enhance their reading 
skis. 

Reading carts with assorted 
children's books from the Asia 
Foundation, procured with the 
help of a corporate sponsor, HSBC, 
have been turned over to Mayor 
Feliciano Belmonte J. 

At the tumover ceremony at 
North Fairview Elementary 
School, Belmonte said the reading 
program was vital in improving 
the cis public education system, 
as well as developing а love for 
reading among schoolchildren. 

Present during the affair were 
HSBC chief executive officer 
‘Warner Manning, Sa Aklat Sisikat 
president Margarita Delgado, 
reading program manager Bong 
Oris, Efren Balajadia, director of 
the Books for Asia program of the 
Asia Foundation, as well as local 
school board officials. -.» .« _- 

“Read today and leid tómor- 
row" Belmonte told pupils at the 
gathering 


MMDA sets up public 
service line for motorists 


By Tarra V. Quismundo. 


day. 

But the program wil not stop 
when the month is over Instead, 
Shall be continued in the suceed- 
ing schoo years, organizers said 

"he idea, after al is not just to 
sake schocichiidren leam how to 
ead, bur also to leam to love read- 
ing, organizers said. Grade V 
puis were chosen because they 
Si generally abie to read already 

SE Айа Sisikat recent signed 
а memorandum of agreement 
with the Quezon Ciy school board 


“Bven if they are in Pampanga or 
Batangas, they can dial 136. We 
can inform local authorities that 
motorists need their assistance in a 
given location,” said MMDA Gen- 
eral Manager Robert Nacianceno. 

Nacianceno said the agency 
thought of the quici-dial number 
то help Metro-based motorists go- 
ing on a Holy Week break. 

Upon receiving a call, 136 oper- 
ators would сай up local authori- 
ties and other volunteer emergen- 
су organizations in the provinces. 
The agency could relay emergency 
calls rom as far north as Baguio 
City to as far south as Batangas. 


FACED WITH AN EMERGENCY 
somewhere unfamiliar? Just dial 
136. 

Motorists going out of Мето 
Manila this Holy Week, who might 
find themselves in an emergency 
сап call the Metropolitan Manila 
Development Authority (MMDA) 
hotline. 

The agency has partnered with 
provincial road assistance authori- 
ties and organizations to provide 
public service during the Holy 
Week for motorists leaving the 
metropolis. 


__ METROBRIEFS 
One and the same? 


POLICE yesterday said they would look into the possibility that an al- 
leged gunman earlier arrested for another assassination case could also 
be the one who shot dead former Pasig City Rep. Henry Lanot a year ago. 
Lanots eldest son Ken had told Eastern Police District director Chief. 
Supt. Charlemagne Alejandrino about a man who had approached the 
family two months after the murder. The man, who was out on parole 
from the New Bilibid Prisons, told the Lanots that someone had ap- 
proached him days before the murder to offer him a job that would in- 
Volve killing someone. The witness said he declined the job, but was. 
Shocked when he heard the following day that it was Lanot who was. 
gunned down. "He told us he was bothered because my father had been 
ood to him,” Ken said, quoting the man. The man later identified a sus- 
pected gunman arrested for another assassination case as the one who 
had offered him the job after he recognized him in a television news re- 
роп. Alejandrino sald the information could be a breakthrough in solving 
the case Edson C. Tandoe Jr. 


Pabasa at city jail 

AROUND 600 inmates of the Pasay City jal wil 
hold a Pabasa, the ritual chanting of the passion 
of Christ begir with their Pabasa. A traditional 
Holy Week rite in the country, the Pabasa willbe 
held from алт. today unti $ a.m. tomorrow, 
Good Friday. sad Jai Officer 2 Adela Ricafort, re- 
habitation division chief. Five inmates from the 
14 detention celis wil lead the reading every hour 
atthe facilty/s chapel on the fourth floor, The 
Рараза has been a decades-old tradition among 
the inmates according to Ricafort. Tomorrow, 
Volunteers trom the Sta Clara Parish Church wil come to the jail to partici- 
pate in the reading ol The Seven Last Words of Christ from 9 a.m. to 12 
оол. The city jal wil also open its gates to visitors on Sunday so that the 
inmates could enjoy the day with their families, Ricalort added. Jocelyn A- 
Uy 


mod 


flections and the liturgical 

day (April 13) at 3 p.m. and leave on Saturday (April 15) at 2 p.m. Мей 
with a longing for the power of the resurrection. For more information 
and reservations, call 6585064 or 0927-3091698 and look for Ria ог Jo- 
и. 


Pinoys don’t pay their debts 
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don’t pay their loan obligation. 
Wrong. 

Even in posh Ayala-Alabang Vil- 
lage, a resident owes his neighbors 
and fellow parishioners millions of 
pesos in debt. He was given the 
loans because of his standing in 
the community: lector at the vil 
lage's St. James parish church; 
member of the Rotary Club of 
Manila, which has affluent mem- 
bers; member of the religious 
Knights of Malta. 

A fellow villager and this guy 
went to the US together. This guy 

first class accommodations, 

the fellow villager, whom he 
‘owes millions of pesos, was at ће 
economy class. 


1 HAVE with me a decision from 


А news item in this paper on 
Jan. 17, 2006 said that the Con- 
‘ception-owned Swift Foods Inc. 
was sued by San Miguel Corp. for 
its alleged refusal to pay the food 
and beverage conglomerate a total 
(of P126 million in debts. 

"The amount represented assort- 
ed broiler feeds Swift acquired 
from SMC. The case is now in the 
Pasig Regional Trial Court 

The courts throughout the 
country are full of estafa cases as a 
result of people refusing to pay 
their debis. 


Ramon “тй 
ue" a Ч 


the Malabon Regional Trial Court 
ordering Swift Tuna Corp., owned 
by the family of Jose Concepcion 
Ш, to pay Frabelle Fishing Corp. a 
debt of P7.2 million, with two per- 
сети interest every month from the 
time the debt was incurred, and 
P500,000 in attomey’s fees. 

‘And that’s not the only debt in- 
‘curred by the company owned by 
Concepcion who happens to be the 
presidential adviser. оп en- 
trepreneurs! 


MANY bus drivers have a criminal 
bent probably because thats what 
they've been told by the bus opera- 
tors. Pity the pedestrian that they 
bump Because these drivers will 


тип him over twice or three times 
undi the victim dies. 

One such driver is Rollie de 
Leon of Santrans Bus Co. who al- 
legedly ran over a father and his 
child whom he bumped over and 
over to make sure they were dead. 

Lany Quimpo, 42, and his five- 
year-old daughter, Ronila were 
riding on a motorcycle in tandem 
when they were sideswiped by De 
leon. Told by some passengers 
that he had sideswiped two pedes- 
trians, the driver backed the bus 
and ran over the victims. 

The elder Quimpo and the girl 
tried to stand up after they were 
bumped, but the bus rolled over 
them many times, De Leon es- 
сарей after the accident. 

What made De Leon do that? 


He wanted to save his operator 
from paying hundreds of thou- 
sands in hospital bills and 
medicines for the father and child. 

You see, опе life costs only 
50,000. Altogether, the Quimpos* 
lives totaled P100,000. 

When my staff at "Isumbong mo 
kay Tulfo" interviewed De Leon, he 
said it was an ordinary accident, 

But there were witnesses, Two 
of them were children who said 
that the bus rolled over the victims 
several times. Children don't usu- 
ally lie in a spontaneous interview. 

What would you have felt if Lar- 
ту Quimpo were your brother and 
Ronila your niece, given the state 
ment ofthe witnesses? 

You would have been tempted 
to take the law in your own hands. 
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ROME—PRIME MINISTER SILVIO 
Berlusconi refused to surrender 
Talys election Tuesday alleging 
“irregularities” in a vote that gave a 
seat-of the-pants victory to his rival 
Romano Prodi. 

"We cannot recognize the out- П. 
comeofa vote until there isa defini- 
tive dear judgement. Until that day, 
no one can say they have won,” the 
flamboyant billionaire told а 
packed news conference in Rome. 

Berlusconi raised the prospect of 
declaring invalid the pivotal votes 
for six seats chosen by Italians living 
abroad. That vote had swung the 
lection to Prodis center-left al- 
ance, with four of the six seats go- 
ing their way. 

"On the foreign vote there werea 
great many irregularities,” the pre- 


mier said. 


vote can Бе 


сазе а recount eventually ended 


if there is a 


liament has 


“Ie cannot be excluded that 


Berlusconi, who fought a vitriolic 
campaign to extend his five-year 
reign—the longest since World War 


Не even offered the image of a 
German-style “grand coalition” in 


‘with each side taking опе house—a 
divided parliament. 

^1 think maybe we should follow 
the example of some other Euro- 
pean countries, ike Germany, to see. 


and governing together” 
Each chamber in the Italian раг 


both the lower house Chamber of 
Deputies and upper house Senate 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


The ORLD 


must be secured for a government 


to rule effectively. 
declared invalid,” said 


conis camp. 


Rome. 


‘case for joining forces 
е said. 


equal power, meaning 112000. 


But Prodi quashed the idea of 
setting up government with Berius- 


"We came into this election with 
a set coalition, and the electoral law 
"has alloted us a number of seats in 
the Chamber (of Deputies) and in 
the Senate which will allow us to 
govern,” he told journalists outside 
his campaign hezdquanem in 


‘Stl, Bedusconis declarations 
raised the spectre of a Florida-syle 
recount debacle akin to the situa- 
tion that brought his close ally US 
President George W Bush to power 


Orly minutes earlier, full results 
showed Prodi Union alliance had 


Berlusconi refuses to concede 


snatched the elections from the 
conservative House of Freedom 
‘coalition, after a campaign that had 
attacked the prime minister relent 
lesdy over Italy's weak economy. 

Prodis center-left bloc took con- 
trol of the Senate, which had been 
hanging in the balance, the interior 
ministry said. А full count had al- 
ready shown him as the winner in 
the lower chamber. 

Whoever wins, wins, thats the 
beauty of democracy" the sober 66- 
year-old economist, nicknamed “lL 
Professore said earlier in the day 

But Berlusconis own Forza Каћа 
party had said it would press for a 
Tecount given the wafer-thin mar- 
gin just 25,224 votes which sep- 
arated the two sides in the lower 
house. АЕР 


BERLUSCONI: Hangs tough because of slim poll margin. 


Iran announces major breakthrough in its disputed nuclear bid: 


IRAN'S Astan Qods Razavi museum chief. 
shows a sample of enriched uranium. 


WORLDBRIEFS 


New telescope scans 


the sky for alien life 

BOSTON—A Massachusetts observatory unveiled 
2 powerful new telescope on Tuesday designed to 
саре possible light signals transmitted to Earth 
by extraterrestrial. The telescope is the first to be 
developed solely to search the skies for ight puls- 
fs Гот alens and wil be able to cover 100,000 
times the amount of sky covered by current equip- 
теп, ts developers said. Renters 


Woman wins $27.5M 


from Southwest Airlines 

EL PASO, Texas A jury awarded $27.5 milion in 
damages to а woman of iranian descent who said 
she was raclaly profed when Southwest Anes 
Dosaccused ner of assaulting a fight tendant 
Samantha Carrington of Sata Barbara, Califor- 
ria, won her case Friday after suing the Dallas- 
based айе for false imprisonment and mali- 
tious prosecution. Federal authorities arrested 
herin 2003 after her Houston-o-Los Angeles 
Пом made a scheduled stop in EI Paso. She was 
nevar charged with a crime. According to court 
records, three ПОМ attendants said Carrington, a 
naturalized citizen trom Iran, became verbally 
abusive, grabbed а Might attendant’s arm and 
threatened to go to the cockpit it the captain was 
not summoned. AP 


High cholesterol linked 


to prostate cancer risk 
LONDON- Men with high cholesterol eve, par- 
"culry If they were detected before the age of 
50, may have an increased risk of developing 
prostate cancer, allan scientists said on 
Wednesday They discovered an association be- 
tween prostate cancer and raised cholesterol in a 
study of more than 2,750 men, published online 
ty me journal Annals of Oncology. Reuters 


Everyone’s fat but me, 


Americans say in poll 
WASHINGTON—Ninety percent of Americans 
‘ow that most of tei compatriots are over- 
weight, but just 40 percent believe themselves to 
be too fat, according to a study published on 
Tuesday. Government statistics show that more 
that 60 percent of he US population is over- 
weigh and hait obese, meaning they are at se- 
бош risk ol healt effects rom their weight. 
Renters 


US approves Eraxis 


for treating candidemia 
NEN YORK--Pfazr ne. has announced that rax- 
is (anuatungin) hes been approved by the US 
Food and Drug Administration to treat candidemia, 
a potentialy ito-threatening bloodstream пес 
оп. Candidemia в the most deadly of the com- 
mon hospta-acquired bloodstream infections. 
‘ut a mortally rate of approximately 40 percent. 
Tn he United States, candidemia affects approxi- 
ташу one in 5,000 people, resulting In an esti- 
mated 60,000 cases each yar. "Bloodstream In- 
Tections such as candidemia can spread иску 
and are very dangerous, especialy for patients 
‘wih weakened immune systems,” said Dr. Joseph 
fecto. Pie’ chiet mecical officer. "Physicians 
treating these seriously il patients now have an 
important new treatment in Eraxis. 


Bird flu meet in HK 


Hong Keng—Business leaders, government offl- 
clas and health experts from around the region 
‘wll meetin Hong Kong on May 3 to discuss con- 
tinuly planning and crisis management for smalt 
and medium enterprises and large corporations 
in the event of an outbreak of avian Influenza. The 
"Bosiness Continuity Planning and Disaster Pre- 
paredness for Avian Influenza” conference will be 
Jointly organized by the Арес Business Advisory 
Counci and the Hong Kong Trade Development 
Council and is expected to draw around 500 par- 
ticipants representing several interests, Including 
various businesses, SMEs, chambers of com- 
merce and trade councils from the region. 


‘TEHRAN—IRAN ANNOUNCED TUESDAY 
it had successfully enriched uranium to 
make nuclear fuel, а major breakthrough 
in its disputed atomic drive that defies a 
UN Security Council demand for the work 
зор. 

The Islamic regime's hardline Presi- 
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad also 
called for a no-holds-barred accelera- 
tion of enrichment work—a process 
that can be extended to make the fis- 
sile core of an atom bomb. 

The United States 


deac 


immediately 


YOUNG PENITENT 


warned Iran was “moving in the wrong 
direction." Iran now runs the 
UN sanctions 


"Our people, with the help of God, 
have successfully mastered nuclear 


peaceful 
governments to “recognize and respect 


isk of 
hen a Security Council 
line expires on April 28. 


Iran has joined the nuclear. 


The hands of a mother adjusts the hood of a young penitent of "San Esteban” 
brotherhood before he participates in a Holy Week procession in Seville, Spain, April 11. 


Hundreds of processions take place throughout Spain during the Easter Holy Week. 


Nepal police fire on protesters 


KATHMANDU-—NEPALI TROOPS OPENED FIRE 
оп protesters on Tuesday, wounding many, after 
they bumed tyres, chanted slogans and dashed 
‘with police in defiance ofa curfew in the sixth day 
of mass protests against the king. 

The violence came as international pres- 
sure increased on King Gyanendra to end 
his crackdown on the protests, in which 
three people have been killed and hun 
dreds wounded. 

The street campaign is the most intense 
since the 58-year-old monarch sacked the 
government and seized power 14 months 
ago. 

‘Some analysts say it is only a matter of 


time before the king runs out of options. 
They say the protests and clashes, includ 
ing in places where shoot-on-sight curfew: 
were in force, showed more ordinary peo- 
ple were coming out openly against him. 
But sources close to the palace said the 
king, whom some analysts describe as a 
stubborn ruler, was unlikely to relent. 
‘Troops baton charged, tear gassed, fired 
rubber bullets and then live rounds to dis- 
perse more than 500 slogan-shouting 
demonstrators in the Kathmandu suburb 
of Gongabu, wounding about 100 
protesters, a Reuters reporter at the scene 
said. Reuters. 


Tran’s rights." 

He even called 
cials to speed up 
produce fuel for the country's (future) 
power stations." 

The dramatic news was greeted by 
the audience with chant 
Akbar” ("God is Greatest 

Vice рге 
chief Gholam Reza Aghazadeh said the 
milestone in Iran's programme was 
crossed on Monday—at a pilot cen- 
trifuge plant in Natanz—wit 


yr “ай nuclear offi- 


eir work so as to el 


of “Allahu 


nt and atomic energy 


е ura- 


Arak—which 
also produce plutonium for a nuclear 
weapon 


nium enriched to 3.5 percent, ог tie 
purity required for civilian reactor fu- 


"This, he asserted, “paves the way for 
enrichment on an industrial scale” us- 
ing an enormous 110 tons of UF6 feed- 
stock gas already produced. 

He also said Iran was “determined” 
to complete work within three years 


a heavy water reactor in 


ics say which could 
AFP 


US shelved evidence 
contesting Iraq WMD 


WASHINGTON—THE BUSH AD- 
ministration publicly asserted 
that two trailers captured by US 
troops in Iraq in May 2003 were 
mobile “biological laboratories” 
even after US intel 

Gals had evidence that it was not. 
true, The Washington Post report- 
ed on Wednesday. 

On May 29, 2003, President 
George W. Bush hailed the cap- 
ture of the trailers, declaring 
“We have found the weapons of 
mass destruction." 

But a Pentagon-sponsored 
fact-finding mission had al 
ready concluded that the trail- 

s had nothing to do with bio- 
logical weapons, the Post re- 
ported, citing government offi- 
cials and weapons experts who 
participated in the secret mis: 
sion or had direct knowledge of 
з 


Israel gov't declares 


The Post said the groups 
unanimous findings had been 
sent to the Pentagon in a field 
report two days before the pres- 
idents statement. 

Bush cited the threat poséd 
by weapons of mass destruction 
as the prime justification forin- 
vading Iraq. No such меарой 
ever were found. 

A US intelligence official, 
speaking to Reuters on condi 
tion of anonymity confirmed the 
existence of the b 
said it was a preliminary f 
that had to be evaluated. 

jou don't change a report 
that has been coordinated in the 
(intelligence) community based 
on a field report,” the officia 
Said. "Ies a preliminary report. 
No matter how strongly the ih- 
dividual тау feel about the sub- 
ject matter” Reuters 


end to Sharon rule 


{THE ISRAEL GOV- 
led a formal end to 
the tumultuous five-year rule of 
Ariel Sharon on Tuesday, declaring 
the coma stricken prime minister 
permanently incapacitated. 

“The announcement was made at 
а cabinet meeting which saw his 
deputy and recent election winner 
Ehud Olmert—handed the reins of 
power after Sharons massive 
stroke on Jan. 4—confirmed in the 
рох of acting prime minister, 

‘Olmert is currendy puting to- 
gether a new coalition government 
"which will be tasked with sering 
the final borders of the Jewish state 
by pulling tens of thousands of set- 
Чез out of the occupied West Bank 
in a follow-up to Sharon's decision 
to uproot Jews from the Gaza Strip 
last summer 

The change in status will only 
actually come into effect on Apri 
14, at the end of a 100-day period 
iaid down bylaw. 

The government decision was 
moved forward due to the week 
long Jewish Passover holiday 
which starts Wednesday. 

After ministers unanimously ap- 
proved the move, Olmert said he 
hoped that his own status as acting 
premier would not last long. 


SHARON, right, and Olmertin 
June 14, 2005 photo. » 

“We are busy forming the next 
government. I hope we will man- 
age to finish the task quickly" he 
told his ministers. 

Cabinet Secretary Israel Maimon 
told reporters that the terms of the 
basic Jaw meant that "the govem- 
ment must appoint someone from 
the prime minister faction as his 
replacement undi the formation of 
anew government. АЕР 


КҮ cop’s death linked to recovery work at 9/11 site 


NEW YORK—THE DEATH OF A34-YEAR- 
ld police detective who developed respi- 
ratory disease after working at ground ze- 
rois “directly related” ro Sept. 11, 2001, a 
New Jersey coroner said in the first known 
ruling positively linking a death to recov- 
‘ery work at the World Trade Center site. 
James Zadroga's family and union re- 
leased his autopsy results Tuesday saying 
they were proof of the first death of a city 
police officer related to cleanup work at 
ground zero after the terrorist апа. 


“ks fe 
medical certainty that the cause of death in 
this case was direc related to he 9/11 in- 
ident; wrote Gerard Breton, a pathologist 
at the Ocean County (New Jersey) medical 
‘examiners office in the Feb. 28 autopsy. 

А dass action lawsuit and families of 
ground zero workers have alleged that 
more than two dozen deaths are related to 
exposure to trade center dust, which doc- 
tors believe contained a number of toxic 
chemicals induding asbestos and more 


with a reasonable degree of 


than 1 milion tons of tower debris. 

Zadroga, of Lite Egg Harbor, NJ., died 
in January of respiratory failure and had in- 
‘Bammation in his lung tissue due to "a his- 
tory of exposure to toxic fumes and dust" 
Breton wrote. 

"The detective spent 470 hours after the 
attacks sifting through the twin tower? 
smoldering ruins, wearing a paper mask for 
protection, His Breathing became labored 
‘within weeks, he developed a cough and 
he had to use an oxygen tank to breathe 


He retired on disability in November 2004. 
“The con 
with dus?" in Zadroga's lungs and damage 
to his li 
were enlarged. 
Zadroga's 
daughter appeared at a news conference 
with half а dozen other detectives who sald 
they have suffered from cancer, strokes, 
Jung disease and other ailments because of 
post Sept. 11 work at the trade center site 


er found material “consistent 
sr and said his heart and spleen 
and 


parents 4yearold 


AP 
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uicide bombers kill 57 in Karachi 


KARACHI—THE DEATH TOLL FROM A SUICIDE 
bomb attack on a Sunni Muslim prayer meeting 
rose on Wednesday to 57 in the southern Pak- 
istani city of Karachi, where officials said they 
were on high alert for more violence. 


MOURNERS pray during the funeral of three victims of the suicide attack, 
April 12, п Karachi, Pakistan. Officials dosed schools in Karachi to prevent 


protests by students over the attack. 


‘Tuesday's strike by two suspect- 
ей suicide bombers was the worst 
‘ever on Karachi, which has been 
plagued by sectarian violence and 
Islamist militant organizations an- 
gered by President Pervez 
Musharraf's support for the US- 
Jed war on terrorism. 

“The death toll has now risen to 
57, while there are also reports 
that some people are still miss- 


ing? Salahuddin Haider, 
spokesperson of the provincia 
Sindh government, said. 

“Our initial investigations sug- 
gest that there were at least two 
‘Suicide bombers involved in the 
attack. We have found the body 
pars, including the heads, of the 
Suspected attackers.” 

‘The attackers struck while some 
15,000 worshippers from a Sunni 


WOUNDED worshipper зел 


Muslim organisation, Jamaate- 
АМе Sunnat, had gathered for 
prayers in a city park at the end of 
а day that marked the anniversary 
‘of Prophet Muhammad's birth. 
‘Among the dead were several 
locally well-known leaders of Ja- 
maate-Ahle Sunnat, which has 


Howard to face questioning over Iraq kickbacks 


CANBERRA-—AUSTRALIAN PRIME 
Minister John Howard will be ques- 
tioned on Thursday at an official in- 
“quiry into alleged kickbacks by the 
‘country’s monopoly wheat exporter 
to Saddam Hussein's Iraqi regime. 

Howard, who has submitted а 
written statement to the inquiry, 
said in a statement on Wednes- 


Mafia boss 
nabbed near 
Corleone 


PALERMO, SICILY BERNARDO 
Provenzano, the undisputed chief 
of the Sicilian Mafia who had 
‘been on the run for more than 
four decades, was arrested on 
Tuesday while hiding in а farm- 
bouse near Corleone in Sicily. 
"Thank God, The hunt is finally 
over" said Palermo police chief 
‘Giuseppe Caruso after agents seized 
їшуз most wanted man, scoring 
the states biggest sucess against 
the Mafia in more than 13 years. 
‘National anti-Mafia prosecutor 
Pietro Grasso accused businessmen, 
pollcans and other professionals 
Of shielding Provenzano for many 
years but didnot elaborate, 
Provenzano, known as the 
‘phantom of Corleone” after his na- 
tive hil town, made famous by the 
Godfather fis, has been running 
the Mafia since former boss of boss 
е? Too Ria was arrested in 1993. 
He was arrested when some 50 
policemen swooped on a farmhouse 
“fn the counnyside near Corleone. 
"Police said their lucky break came 
when they tracked a package that 
had been sent to Provenzano by his 
wife, who lived in Corleone. 
Т Provenzano, who put up no resis- 
ance and acknowledged his identi- 
“hy after first denying it, appeared 
“surprised to be caught, police said. 
‘He was own to Palermo and taken 
Íto the main police station there. 
“Roads leading from the airport into 
town were closed to traffic. 
An angry crowd shouted “Assas- 
+ sin and "Bastard" at Provenzano as 
“policemen wearing black baladavas 
escorted him into the bulding. 
Reuters 


dayhe had agreed toa request by 
the inquiry to appear. He will be 
the first prime minister to face an 
official inquiry since 1983. 

‘The inquiry, headed by former 
Supreme Court Judge Terence 
Cole, has no political brief and 
can only recommend prosecu- 
Чоп of the wheat exporter AWB 


Ld. and other companies and as- 
sociated individuals if Australian 
laws were broken. 

А2005 UN report alleged that 
the AWB was one of more than 
2,000 firms that had paid kick- 
backs worth $1.8 billion to Sad- 
dam's government through the 
UN-managed “oil-for-food” ac- 


count. 

"The Cole Commission of In- 
quiry has requested that I appear 
atiis hearings; Howard said. 
"The inquiry has indicated that it 
would suit its convenience for 
me to do that at 10 a.m. tomor- 

AWB spokesperson Peter 


McBride said James Judd, the QC 
for the board of the wheat ex- 
porter, had no intention to cross- 
examine Howard on the witness 
stand. 

But Howard will be cross-ex- 
amined by lawyer Terry Forrest, 
who is acting separately for two 
AWB executives. Reuters 


Marchers slam St. Petersburg racist violence 


ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA— 
More than 2,000 people, includ- 
ing youth activists and African 
students, eld a rally against neo- 
fascists Tuesday following the 
shooting death of a Senegalese 
student in a Russian city plagued 
by racist violence. 

The demonstrators held ban- 


ners, shouted antifascist slogans 
and marched in downtown St. Pe- 
tersburg, where Lamzar Samba, 
28, was fatally shot outside a 
nightclub Friday. It was the latest 
ina series of attacks on foreigners 
and immigrants in Russia. 

The demonstration was orga- 
nized by Nashi, a pro-Kremiin 


Arnie seeks to combat warming 


ЗАМ FRANCISCO—GOV. ARNOLD 

schwarzenegger called for a market- 

. "based approach to reducing industri- 

“al emissions of “greenhouse” gases, 

endorsing a plan to combat global 

$ warming that faces opposition from. 
‘business and Republican leaders. 

Speaking at a climate 

change summit Tuesday at San 

Francisco. Ску Нај, 

; Schwarzenegger said ће sup- 

Tported creating financial in- 


US Latinos flex political muscle, 


by Laura Bonilla 


ORASHINGTON MASS PROTESTS 
demanding legalization of undocu- 
mented migrants has bolstered US 
Tainos, but iis tco carly to know if 
they can muster voters in upcoming 
‘elections. 

"The giant proimmigrant rallies 
‘across the United States have been 
Jed by members of the 40-million 
гоп. Hispanic community the 


centives to curb the release of 
carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gases and requir- 
ing companies to report their 
emissions 

“Let's work together to cre- 
ate the world's best market- 
based system to limit and slash 
emissions,” Schwarzenegger 
said. "Everyone must do his or 
her part to pitch in and to make 
sacrifices, to give our environ- 


countrys largest ethnic minority. 
‘According to US census data, 
60 percent of all US Hispanics 
‘were born in the United States, 
and the majority ofthe remaining 
40 percent are legal immigrants. 
But the majority of the country's 
nearly 12 million undocumented 
migrants are of Hispanic origin. 
For the first time in US history 
the Hispani community joined 
nationwide to demand broad le- 


ment the type of strong and 
committed protection that all 
Californians demand.” 
‘Schwarzenegger said he 
backed ideas in a report re- 
leased last week by the adi 
istration's Climate Action 
Team, which listed ways to 
curb ‘emissions from power 
plants, oil refineries and facto- 
Ties operating in California by 
25 percent by 2020. AP 


salization of undocumented mi- 
grants and to protest legislation 
approved in the House of Repre- 
sentatives that would criminalize 
them. 

"This is a historic moment that 
has the potential to change the po- 
litical fabric of this country" said 
Erica Bernal, spokesperson for the 
National Association of Latino 
Elected Officials (Naleo) in Los 


youth group, and some of it 
members wore black and white 
face paint to symbolize racial uni- 


x 

“Tm ashamed to live in the 
same city with people who attack 
and kill people with different skin 
ог of different origin,” said Yulia 
Kim, a Nashi member and St. Pe- 


arg student. 

A fight broke out berween a 
group of Africans and two young 
men on a sidewalk who appeared 
to raise their arms in a Nazi 
salute, the Interfax news agency 
теропей. It said police separated 
them and the two youths fled into 
a building. 


THESAN Francisco Bay Area continues to get pounded with rain 


after its rainiest March on record. 


“We like to think that the 
marches will continue in the next 
days and will culminate at the bal- 
lot box,” she said. 

“1 have a message for ай of the 
politicians in Congress and ... our 
president. Today we march, to- 
morrow we votel” cried Jaime 
Contreras, president of the Na- 
tional Capital Immigrant Coali- 
tion, at the giant Monday protest 
in Washington. 


Joshua Hoyt, who heads the 
Coalition for Immigrant and 
Refugee Rights in the Midwestern 
state of Ilinois, said in a phone in- 
terview that the marches have cre- 
ated “a national movement for 
Justice for immigrants," which he 
described as “our generation's civ- 
il rights struggle. 

US political parties “must un- 
derstand that this is something 
that will not disappear, it is be- 


hundreds of thousands of follow- 
ers among Pakistan's dominant 
Barelvi sect of Sunni Muslims, 
raising fears of a violent backlash. 
“The city was tense and deserted 
the morning after, with police and 
paramilitary troops patrolling 
roads shorn of public transport 
and almost ай filing stations were. 
closed, covered with thick clothes 

and barriers to avoid any attack. 
Dozens of youths wandered 
around the bomb site, gaping at 
the badly damaged stage and the 
hundreds of shoes left behind by 
dead, wounded and panicked 
worshippers. There were two po- 
lice vans parked at the scene. 
Reuters 


29 charged 
for Madrid 
train blasts 


MADRID—A SPANISH JUDGE 
charged 29 people on Tuesday 
‘with murder or crimes related to 
the Madrid train bombings in a 
report which concluded that the 
Islamist group which planned the 
attack was inspired by al-Qaida. 

Judge Juan del Olmos report de- 
tailed evidence against the group 
ranging from its finances to tele- 
phone transcripts and also condud- 
ed thatthe bombers who killed 191. 
people and injured 2,000 others on 
packed commuter trains on March 
11, 2004 were not directed by al- 
Qaida 

"The reportis the first official step 
in a process that will lead to one of 
Europe's biggest terrorism tias 
‘The defendants are mostly Spanish 
„or Moroccan. 


E The Judge charged five poe 


"With 191 counts of terrorist killings 
and 1,755 attempted murders, 
"while 23 others were charged with 
several forms of collaboration like 
falsification of documents, and 
‘membership of a terrorist group. 

Jose Emilio Suarez Trashorras, a 
former miner accused of providing 
the plastic explosives which ripped 
‘open train carriages and tore limbs 
off victims, was charged with 192 
murders, including the death of a 
policeman kiled during a raid on 
suspected bombers а few weeks af- 
ter the artacis. 

During the raid, seven top sus- 
pects blew themselves up in an 
apartment block, Another fed 
Spain, bur died fighting in Iraq 

‘Because of the numberof people 
involved, the March 11 case may 
mot make i to court until early next 
year and will likely take another 
year to complete, judicial sources 
have said. 

Del Olmos report said the at- 
tacks were inspired by an Intemet 
essay published by Global Islamic 
Media, which called for attacks on 
Spain before general elections in 
2004 to try and force the country to 
poll out of the US-led war in Iraq. 

“We do not believe the Spanish 
government will bear more than 
two or three attacks before popular 
pressure forces them to pull (their 
troops) out," а transcript of the es- 
say said. 

"чне must make the most of the 
upcoming elections,” it added. 

"The bombs exploded three days 
before a general election and the 
then-ruling conservative, the Par- 
tido Popular (PP), quickly blamed 
the blasts on Basque separatist 
group ETA. 

As evidence mounted linking the 
bombs to Islamists and the iraq 
war, some tumed against the PP 
and voted in the Sociliss who 
had promised to bring Spanish 
troops home. 

Soon after taking power, they 
quickly fulfilled the pledge. Reuters 


but can they deliver votes? 


coming politicized and if there is 
no reform (that includes legaliza- 
tion) there willbe politcal reper 
cussions," he warned, A 
Those repercussions however 
are not likely to be felt in the 
November mid-term elections, but. 
rather in the 2008 presidential 
elections and beyond, said Louis 
DeSipio, professor of Latino and 
Chicano studies at the University 
of California at Irvine AFP 
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TLPNO HGH 
climber Romeo “Ror 

has reached Everess Base Camp 

last April 3— ihe frst step in his goal 
to be the fist Flipino to reach the 
" summit of Mt. Everest. 
“Garduce's concentration is now 
focused on acclimatization. 
“The Bataan-bom mountaineer is 
1 the “Hilary Roue" 

‘named after Edmund Hilary in his 

mision to plant the Philippine fag 
cn the peak of the tallest mountain 
inthe world 

A 29,035 feet, Mount Everest is 
revered by the Nepalese and call it 
“Sagarmatha,” which means “god- 
des ofthe sky" It straddles the bor- 
ders of Nepal and Tibet and sits on 
the edge of the Tibetan Plateau 
(Qing Zang Gaoyuan). 

"Butthe snow-capped majesty 
of the Everest hides dangers 
that have claimed the lives of 
many seasoned climbers and 
mountaineers 

‘Whiteours—also known as 
blinding Blzards- avalanche and 
hypothermia are only some of the 
hazards that Everest climbers have 
faced sine Edmund Hilary of New 
Zealand and Tenzing Norgay of 
Nepal fist climbed it in May 29, 
1953, 

A systems analys for a mulena- 
tional company who s also known 


in the international mountaineer- 
ing community as “Garduch,” the 
Filipino quietly left the country last 
‘March 4 to begin what is easily the 
climb of his life. 

 Garduch said his Everest dimb is 
not for personal glory but to show 
that it is about time a Filipino joins 
other success stories in the histori- 
calannals of Everest 

The GMA Mount Everest Expe- 
dition is the fourth “Climb-forA- 
Cause” that Garduch has undertak- 


en, 

‘The GMA Mt. Everest Expedition 
is co-presented by Northíace and is 
supported by Caltex with Techron, 
My Marvel Taheebo and Revicon 
Max. 

Set to benefit from Garduces 
Everest climb is the GMA Kapuso 
Foundation, a non-profit organiza- 
tion of GMA Network, Inc. 

Garduce has already scaled Mt. 
Cho Oyuin Tibet, Mt. Aconcagua in. 
Argentina and Mt. Elbrus in Russia. 

‘Me. Cho Oyu, at 27,064 feet, is 
the sixth highest peak in the world 
and was scaled by Garduce last 
Sept 26, 2005. Itis the highest ever 
mountain climbed by a Filipino. Mt. 
Aconcagua is 22,975 feet and Mt. 
Ebrus 18619. 

Located at the borders of Nepal 
and Tibet, Mt. Cho Oyu—which 
means “The Turquoise God- 


Garduce set to fulfill = 
nation's dream 


 GARDUCE: Ready for the formidable assault. 


desis known as one of the (Cartwheel Foundation), under- 
eadies mountains in the word privileged patients ofthe intemal 
dueto the many dimbers who have medidne ward of the Philippine 
died ying wo reachiessummit, General Hospital (Bukas Sarii 
Beneficiaries ofthese past dimbs Foundation) and the Bauan-Anlao 
cof Ganduch were indigenous people Conservation project in Batangas. 


Barrera may come for Pacquiao-Larios 


By Salven L. Lagumbay 


WORLD BOXING COUNCIL AND 
Intemational Boxing Federation su- 
рег featherweight champion Marco 
Antonio Barrera has confirmed eati- 
er reports that he is planning to be at 
ringside when Flpino superstar 
Manny Pacquiao trades punches 
with Mexican warrior Oscar Larios 
onJuly2. 

їп an interview with Boxingralls 
Brad Cooney which was made avail- 
able to Filipino fans through Pac- 
quiacs de facro official website Man- 


rypeoguianph, Вааай: 
‘edged that indeed diere's'à plan To 
come tothe Philippines and support 
Larios, whom he desorbed m "a 
great friend.” 

ded how Larios would fare 
against Pacquiao, Barrera said that 
everybody in бе team has a lot of 
confidence în Larios, and that the 
Mexican wil do very wel" 

Tn the sume інте Barrera al- 
so confirmed an earlier busca so- 
ту which quoted Oar De ls Hoya as 
Saying thar Barrera в ready to mest 
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De Br Hoya iis interviewed at a 
teleconference with Cebu mediamen 
las month straight from his taining 
camp in Puerto Rico, where he has 
been training for his May 6 bande 
‘with Nicaragua's Ricardo Mayorga. 

‘Barrera said he is not looking past 
his May 20 assignment against 
Rocky Juarez at the Staples Center, 
and would be ready to discussa fight 
with Pacquiao after that. 

Pacquiao stopped Barrera in the 
11th round of their featherweight 
boutin November 2003 in San Anto- 
Tio, Teas. 
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BI finally - 
releases 
BAP’s Lim 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


GRAHAM LIM, THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE 
embattled Basketball Association of the Philippines, 
is now free to spend the rest of the Holy Week where 


he pleases. 
The Bureau of inm 


gation yesterday or 
dered Lim's release from 
its custody in compli- 
ance with a Court of Ap- 


Caronongan said the or- 
der for Lim's release was LIM 
signed earlier inthe day. 

“1 know this is not yet the end of 
ай my troubles, but T am very glad 1 
got out of this nightmare,” said Lim, 
who complained of sleepless nights 
and amery that aggravated his hy- 
pertension in his 19 days under BID 
custody: 

“The CA had earlier granted a tem- 
porary restraining order on Lim's de- 
portation, which was the reason be- 
hind his arrest and detention by the 
immigration bureau last month 

“We have also ordered the recall 
ofthe guards assigned to watch him 
at the hospital because hes mo 
Jonger under our custody It would 
be up то his doctor whether he 
‘would be allowed to leave the hospi- 
tal Coronongan said in a phone in- 
темеш. 

Lim has been confined at the 
меторойал Hospital in Tondo, 
Manila, where he was taken due to 
high blood pressure and ches pains 
las week 

But Lim's heat physician Dr 
James Cayetano advised him to stay 
Tor two more days at the hospital to 
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ту SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 


ensure his heart condi- 
tion and blood pressure 
are sable. 

Caronongan said the 
release order мш 
signed only yesterday 
because the Office of the 
Solicitor General, which 
the bureau consults re- 
garding Lim's case, tiad 
asked for time to study 

the CA decision, Ё 

He added that Lim's lawyers were 
well aware that the OSG had asked 
for time because they had been com- 
rmunicating with the bureau since 
the latest CA decision came out. 

"The Bl arrested Lim to сапу out 
the order for his summary deporta- 
tion after he was found to have mis- 
represented himself sa Flipino and 
violated immigration laws. 

The bureau's Board of Com- 
missioners earlier ruled that Lim 
isa citizen of the Republic of Chi- 
na. Among the evidence it took 
into account in issuing the deci- 
sion were Lim's petitions for nat- 
uralization before a Manila Re- 
gional Trial Court and the Office 
ofthe Solicitor General. 

lim thanked BI Commissioner 
Айо Femandez Jr, who signed the 
release order, and Court of Appeals 
Justice Rodrigo Cosico and Associate 
Justices Rosalinda Asuncion- Vicente 
and Sesinado E. Villon. 

Lim also thanked all BAP officials 
ed by president and Joey Lina. 
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GAMES TUESDAY (San Andres Gym) 
2pm—Toyota Otis vs Magnolla 
4 p.m —Hapes-PCU vs Montana 


SLICK GUARD JOSEPH YEO TOOK 
the responsibility of bringing hope 
to his struggling squad. 

With his team’s confidence plum- 
meting after four straight losses, 


GDAP holds 
show April 29 
at Rockwell 


THE GOLF DISTRIBUTORS ASSO- 
ciation of the Philippines is holding 
the Ist GDAP Summer Golf Show at 
The Rockwell Tent on April 29-30. 

The summer bash is a com- 
pressed version of the 10-year 
old Philippine International Golf 
Show usually held either late 
September or early October. 

The summer show promises to. 
showcase new releases from most 
of the participating companies es- 
pecially since their mother firms 
usually come up with their launch- 
esin February. 

“We intend to give our customers 
anearly look at the products just re- 
Jeased to the worldwide markets in 
the summer show,” said GDAP pres- 
ident Lovell Gopez. 

‘Gopez related that the idea of a 
summer version ofthe show popped 
up when members of the GDAP felt 
that they needed something to Top 
brands in golf will showcase the lat- 
ея trends and models of golf prod- 
‘ues from equipment to apparel. 

There will be various golf ac- 
tivities to be featured including a 
fashion show from the different 
apparel brands, 

Тһе Philippine Daily Inquirer 
and Incun Golf are the official 
print partners of the GDAP Sum- 
mer Golf Show. 

Confirmed to participate are Acro 
Golf, Aema Enterprise, Atendido 
Marketing, Besass Shoes, Dunlop 
‘Slazenger , Electrobus Consolidated 
Inc, Gainers Marketing, Golf King, 
Golf Pro, Kart Plaza, Master Sports 
Corp. (Mizuno), Pacsporss. Phils. 
(Nike Golf), Pinnacle Distributors, 
Planet Sports Inc. (Callaway), Ray- 
mundos Trophies and Sculptures 
and WS Spons Inc. (Wilson). 


‘Yeo displayed awesome form to 
lead Harbour Centre to two straight. 
‘wins in the PBL Unity Cup. 

‘And it seems the Portmasters for- 
tunes are bound to improve with Yeo 
averaging 22 points, six assists, 5.5 
rebounds and two steals this week. 

"Tm glad that everybody 
stepped up, especially Joseph, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


SPORTS 
Yeo stops alarming Harbour Centre slide in PBL” 


KARATE GRAND PRIX: The 2006 Karate Grand Prix presented by Fox Unli 
Marketing Corp. will be held on April 15-16 at the Rizal Memorial Coliseum. For inquiries, call Neil 
Generoso at 802-2031 and 0915-9430565. 


Nepomuceno, Garbes top 
BMW Golf Cup ШЇЇ meet 


CLARK FIELD, PAMPANGA—FRAN- 
cds Nepomuceno shot a seven-over- 
par 79 equivalent to 37 Stableford 
points last week to rule the center- 
piece men's dass A event of the 
BMW Golf Cup International pre- 
sented by Premier Cars at the Mi- 
mosa complex here. 

Playing to a handicap of eight, 
Nepomuceno signed for а 4039 
card and nipped Felix Tienzo (85) 
by two to lead five others from this 
qualifying leg, including Tienzo, in 
the national grand finals in October. 

Diomedes Garbes, а 22-handi- 
capper, turned in a gross 90 for a 


and Henry Uy (96). 


Макан Shangri-La, 
Petron and Mizuno. 


who is our key in our past two 
said coach Jorge Gallent 

after the Portmasters recovered 

from their alarming 0-4 start. 

Yeo unloaded a conference high. 
27 points, induding а clutch triple 
‘with 21.7 seconds left, to lift the Port- 
masters past ће Granny Goose Tor- 
tills, 84-81, in overtime las Sunday. 


net of 41 points to run away with 
the Class B plum. He will also see 
action in Eastridge together with 
second placer Rodolfo See (92) 


Jimmy Bustamante booked the 
last national finals men's berth 
coming from this leg by finishing 
third in Class A after an 88 in the 
event supported by Corporate 
Guarantee and Insurance Co., 


‘Annie Manipol submitted a 
gross 90 for a net 74 and won the 
ladies plum. She, too, will play in. 


‘The former La Salle star also 
collected seven rebounds, six as- 
sists and three steals in an all 
around effort. 

Yeo remained hot two days lates, 
scoring a teamhigh 17 points on 
top of six assists and four rebounds 
to pace the Pormasters to a 77-63 
triumph over the TeleTech Titans. 


ей Promotions and 


Eastridge for a shot at the Jone 
ladies berth to the world finals 
scheduled in Fancourt, South 
Africa, in December. 

Organized by BMW Philip 
pines and conducted by noted 
coach Jun Cedo, the third in chis 
seven-leg series will tee off May 5 
at posh Sta, Elena in Laguna. 

The BMW Golf Cup Interna- 
tional is one of the largest ama- 
teur golf tournaments in the 
‘world in terms of participation 
with over 150,000 players ex- 
pected to sign up in qualifying 
legs all over the world 


Kerastase, 


THEY BURIED THE REMAINS OF ALEX Mon- 
telibano in Bacolod on April 11, the day my el- 
dest brother, Kuya Boy, was born 66 years ago. 
All of Bacolod, the City of Smiles, mourned the 
passing of one of its most admired sons. 

From Bacolod the afternoon of the burial 
came a call from Luis “Golem” Silverio. 

“Al, Tm still almost ín tears up to now” 
Golem said. "This morning, we brought Alex to. 
his final resting place. wll miss him.” 

Golem, the greatest Asian golfer who never 
turned pro, and Alex were teammates in the 
Philippine team that competed in the World 
Team Championship in Kawana, Japan, in 
1962, and in Mexico City in 1966. Their tan- 
dem was а milestone as we have yet to see а 
pair of Bacolodnons represent the country in 
world golf team competitions, the Olympics of 
яойтеат play. 
=? “He was such a good teammate, who played 
not for himself but for the country" said Golem. 
of Alex. "He was from the vanishing breed of 
athletes who played as true patriots and never. 
looked at the color of money when they played 
for their country” 

Golem, now pushing 67, was twice invited 
to the US Masters, one of the four majors held 
in Augusta, Georgia, that was started in 1934 
by Bobby Jones, the greatest golfer of all ime 
who never turned pro. Jones, as told to me by 
Dr Antonio Ma. G. Calanoc, was not only a leg- 

» end of the game "but was also a lawyer and he 

teamed a degree in literature with distinction, 

É besides being an architect.” 

2: So fond was Jones, a sticker for ama- 
éurism, of Golem that he had Golem seated 
Deside him in all official gatherings and fune- 
‘tions during the two times that Golem was at 
the Masters. 

+ Also sending text messages to inform me of 


Alex will be missed; bon voyage Alex 
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Ales death were Alex Sison, Alex Mon- 
telibano’s teammate at Luisita for many years, 
and Jake P Ayson, the NGAP executive director 
Ав you know, the departed Alex was a many. 
time director of the NGAP for the Visayas. 

Alex will be missed. 

Remember Alex Marcial, who at 18 be- 
came the country’s youngest Davis Cup 
player in 1968 in Tokyo? 

Now pushing 57, Alex, who also played in. 
the Davis Cup in 1969, 1970, 1971, 1974, 
1975, 1976, 1977, 1980 and 1981, isin town. 
after staying in the US for 23 years. This top- 
spinning player, who introduced power ten- 
nis in the country has two sons, Alex Jr and 
Albert Brian, by wife Teresita Acevedo of 
Roxas City They reside in West Covina, Cali- 
fornia. 

“1 am now a grandfather, but I still play 
tennis and teach the game that has given me 
success all these years,” said Alex, whom I 
had the precious chance to share a bottle of 
wine with at Rockwell's Titania last week 
with Angel Doble, the PNB man from Пойо 
whom I haven't seen for nearly 30 years 
since our CEGP days. I had written а maga- 
zine piece about Alex when I was still with 
Panorama, the Bulletin magazine, in 1978. 

Wow, how time flies! 

Except for a little paunch, Alex, who won 


two gold medals in the 1981 SEA Games in 
Manila to earn the PSA's Tennis Player of the 
Year award that year, has retained his mus- 
cular physique. 

“My two sons played tennis, too, and they 
earned college degrees as tennis scholars,” 
said Alex, a poor "fisherboy" who picked up 
the game at age 10 in his native Binakayan, 
Kawit, Cavite, through the prodding of Flo- 
rentino Bautista Jr, the former basketball 
Olympian. Five years later, he'd become а 
tennis scholar at Mapua, Adamson and PS- 
BA, where he earned a business administra- 
tion degree. 

Besides tennis, Alex also does ballroom 
dancing now. 

"Mostly on weekends, my wife and I join 
Filipino parties in West Covina where we 
сап do ballroom dancing,” said Alex. "Be- 
sides being also a good exercise, ballroom 
dancing, like tennis, is good therapy for the 
frayed nerves and tired soul.” 

Alex and 1 had planned on a ballroom 
dancing stint at Savannah along Libis but, 
unfortunately we ran out of time. Alex and 
his wife, Tess, are lying back to America to- 
day after a fleeting two-week vacation. 

Bon voyage, my friend, 

TASTBREAK. The 3rd Rey Berroya Cup, the 
nation's most prestigious invitational shooting, 
event, fires off April 22-23 at the Quezon City 
Police Bring range, Camp Karingal, Q.C. The 
PPSA-sanctioned Level 1 match features 5 ac- 
tion-packed pistol and 3 shotgun stages. Pro- 
ceeds of the shoot will go to the bumed and 
crippled children under the care of Maharlika 
Shrine Oasis and The Green Initiatives Inc. 


Comments to menju@pldtdsl.net 


DON TUASON CUP: The Valley Golf and Country Club in Antipolo is 
‘staging the Don Celson Tuason Centennial Cup member-guest 
tournament on April 20:23 at the south and executives courses. 
Heading the preparations are (from left) Mar Platon, Teboy Javier 
(director of goif), Bong Olizon (general manager), Meckoy Quiogue, 
‘of the organizing committee) 
director Bobon Topacio, Pete Maniego, Dina Flancia, Arch. Gene 


Mar Marron, Joey Salindong (chai 


Flancia, Bobby Roxas and Popoy del Rosario. 


Suico 


ОРВЕ bout 


moved to May 27 


WORLD BOXING COUNCIL NO. 
10 lightweight Randy Suico will 
now shoot for the Oriental Pacific 
Boxing Federation lightweight ti- 
Че against Thailand's Pongpetch 
‘Chuwatana on May 27 in Cebu. 

Suicos manager Joe Koizumi 
of Japan said Suico and the Thai 
the 
lightweight belt relinquished by 
Japan's Chikashi Inada. 

"The Japanese will also vie for the 
interim WBC title against Sirimong: 


wil collide for 


kol Singmanassak in Los Angeles on 
May 20 undemeath the Marco Amo- 
nio Barrera Rocky Juarez showdown. 

‘Suico himself had relinquished 
his old OPBF super featherweight 
belt due to difficulties in making 
the 130-1b limit. 

"f victorious in the ОРВР elimi- 
mation bout, Suico would participate 
in a semifinal beneath the Manny 
Pacquíao-Oscar Larios confrontation 
їп Manila on July 2 with only a 35- 
day interval. SalvenLagumbay 


OPBF 


THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2006 


“We need a goto guy and hes пу. 
ing his best, not only in offense, but in 
other facets of his game,” said Gallent 
ofthe во Yeo, cited as the Player 
(ofthe Week by the PBL Press Corps. 
"The league takes a weelclong 
break in observance of Holy Week. 
‘Action resumes on Tuesday when 
the Montana Jewels and Toyota Otis 


Sparks try to Keep their бе fof the 
Jend against separate opponents. 

"Toyota Otis will battle last con- 
ference's champion Magnolia at 2 
рут, while Montaña tangles with 
Hapee-PCU at 4 o'clock. 

"The Jewels and the Sparks are on 
top with 4-1 cards followed by Rain 
огбііпеаг42. Jasmine W Payo 


Laylo wins; 
four others 
make team 


NATIONAL MASTER DARWIN LAYLO WON HIS SECOND NATION 
al crown and booked a seat in the Chess Olympiad after drawing 
with whiz kid Wesley So in the 13th round of the 2006 National 
Chess Open Championship last night at the Marketplace Shopping 
Mallin Mandaluyong City. 


Laylo, who upended Grand- 
master Buenaventura "Bong" Vil- 
lamayor in a tense struggle of a 
Slay Defense in the 12th round, 
finished with 10.5 points to tow 
fellow qualifier Fide Master Oliv- 
er Dimakiling to the national 
team. 

Dimakiling bested Internation- 
al Master Richard Bitoon to place 
second with 10 points and join 
Laylo and seeded GMs Mark 
Paragua, Eugene Torre and Joey 
Antonio їп the biennial event set 
May 19-June 5 in Turin, Italy. 

"The 12-year-old So, a Fide Mas- 
ter, wound up tied with National 
Masters John Paul Gomez, Roderick 
Nava, Rolando Nolte, Mirabeau 
Maga and IM Petronio Roca with 
9.5 points and will figure in a six- 
man playoff for the final Olympiad 
slot Monday in Tagaytay. 

"The playoffs, according to Na- 
tional Chess Federation of the 
Philippines secretary general and 
‘Tagaytay Mayor Bambol Tolenti- 
по will be a double-round affair 
so that the players can play with 


both the white and black pieces. 

NCFP tournament director 
Willie Abalos said Mayor Tolen- 
tion will again host the event. 

Woman International Master 
Sheerie Joy Lomibao topped the 
distaff side and also booked a slot 
inthe Olympiad. 

Lomibao edged Woman Na- 
tional Master Loreshyl Cuizon in 
45 moves of a Caro-Cann to tally 
nine points in the 11-round affair 
‘with Catherine Регейа and Sheri- 
Туп Cua finishing with 8.5 and 8.0 
points, respectively, for the next 
two slots. 

Beverly Mendoza, Cuizon, WNM. 
Shercila Cua and 14-year-old Kim- 
berly Jane Cunanan all wound up 
with 7.5 points and will figure in a 
similar playoff for the two remain- 
ing womens sos for the 
Olympiad. 

Paragua, Torre and Antonio, the 
county's top three players, have, 
been seeded into the national team. 
by the NCFP headed by. Surigao 
Rep. Prospero "Butch Pichay. ММ 
Marlon Bernardino 


SPORTSWATCH 


FORMER 
Philippine 
Olympic 
Committee 
president Celso 
Dayrit (left) gets 
the Association of 
National Olympic 
Committee medal 
‘of merit award 
from IOC head 
Freddie Rogge. 


Garcia rules Swing For A Cause 

LANYER ED GARCIA SHOT AN EAGLE AIDED 85 AND NETTED A SCORE OF 68 
To gain overal championship in the third 76RS "Swing For A Cause golf touar 
menta Vale last Aprl 7. Те Class "A" Ше went to Ed Manzanares at the ex- 
pense of Gary de Guzman (tst runner-up) and Noe Fores (2nd runner-up). Class 
B champion was Alson Vega, wno bested Manny Magnaye (1st runner-up) and 
Ernesto Bautista Fores (2nd runner-up). The Cass C champion was Mike dea 
Graci wno beat Rolando Mian (ist runner-up) and Ben Malcontenta Fares (2nd 
тилер). The longest drive was awarded to Gard de Guzman; the most accurate 
devo Anson Vega: and nearest the pin to Frederick Parayo. Felowstip and 
анага vas тей by Greg Pio and Vady Ponce de Lon. The Samar Na- 
Tional Scho баз 76 Foundation в going to send at least 100 Uratex armchairs 
1o Samar National Schoolin Catbalogan, Samar, in ле for ts grand ата 
homecoming fom Apr 27 to Apr 30 , according to Foundations president 
lawyer Plaridel J Вота. Aside rom Uratex, Philippine Charty Sweepstakes Of- 
fice sponsored he fund-raising event i 


Mayol, Kyowa to use Reyes gloves 

CHALLENGER RODEL MAYOL OF THE PHILIPPINES AND EAGLE KYOWA; THE 
World Boxing Counc minimumweight champion, wil use the Mexico-made Cle- 
Yo yes gloves In Inet ta cash on May 6 the Korakven Hali in Tokyo, Japan. 
Тв was announce during tne recent press conference in Tokyo where tne wo 
fates faced iha media to announce their upcoming del. The Reyes gloves are 
own as a “punchers' gloves as they have relatively thinner padding compared 
to other brands, and fighters who are known lor their power refer to use them. 
Since both Kyowa and Mayol are both known for their expiosive power, the use of 
ihe Reyes gloves is expected to resultin an abbreviated fight. Saver Lagumbay 


TRIAD INDUCTION: Triathlon Association of the Philippines president 
Tom Carrasco Jr. inducted recently the officers of the Triathlon Association 
cof Davao, Elected were Alexander Sam, president; Bong Rivera, VP; Boy 
Romero, Eric John Luna and Obet Quirequire, Asst. VPs; Laynare 
Macarayo, secretary and Flores Mae Flores, treasurer 


Ist Open invitational cagefest 

“THE BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILIPPINES REGION IN WILL. 

launch the 1st Open nvaonal Basketoal Tournament, also known as ha Com- 
missioners Cup on Apri 30 at the Pavilon Mal, Binan, Laguna. A oial o 10 teams 
tre participating in ihe tournament sanctioned by the BAP and supervised by BAP 
eon ео by Regional Commissioner Спа! Operng Онг and Tournament 
Director Leonardo "Ding" Andres Sr, treasurer and Tourramant Commissioner 
‘andrew Ayson and sponsors Pavillon Mal, Target Mali and Sports House. 


Pinson arn 1,2006 na 
Зв ^ 


Yao slated | Shaq atta ks 


to undergo 


foot surgery MI | as Heat melt | 


HOUSTON—HOUSTON ROCKETS CENTER @ 
Yeo Ming will have surgery this weekend on his 
"broken left foot and the injury could take four to 


six months to heal, general manager Carroll Daw- 

son said Tuesday. - 
"The 2.29-meter (7.0006) Yao was hurt in the 

first quarter of an 85-83 loss to Utah on Monday. 
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from playing in the Fiba World Championship in. Florida on Tuesday. ‘kept passing and my team mates 
Japan, which begins Aug. 19. Miami's leading scorer Dwyane меге making me look good. 
"Earlier ghis season, Yao missed 21 games fol- Wade was absent with the б, leave “I just always try to havea positive 
lowing surgery to remove an infection from his ing O'Neal to take charge with 15 impact on ће game.” The Heat took 
left big тоё, Since the NBA All Star Game, Yao has points, 11 rebounds and а career- command right from the tip off 
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Leading scorer Tracy McGrady has missed 30 points for Miami while Gary Payton New Jersey Nets 104-101 to move 
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to make changes during the playoffs. In the past, { sowing down ONeal, doubleieam- had a triple double as the Lakers 
they had to stick with the same 12-man roster 


throughout the postseason. I 


ing the Heat’ gigantic center eased to а 111-100 win over the 

O'Neal ran into early foul trou- slumping Golden State Warriors. 
"The new rule was approved by the board of ble but inflicted enough damage Reuters 
govemors and announced on Tuesday: їп 28 minutes of work to send the Solar Sports wil air the Denver- 


NEA spokesperson Tim Frank said the change MIAMI Heat's Shaquille O'Neal (right) fouls Toronto Raptors’ Pape Sow. ve slumping Raptors to their ninth Utah tussle at 9am. today 
was ade to give teams the same kind of roster 


тоот they had during the regular season. Under 


the new colective bargaining agreement, roses 
2-755 Noah treads own path to fame 
son the civelit before each game. 
"he regular season ends on Apri 19, and the 
eyo begin three days ater AP WASHNGTON-SLOWIY SHAKING enormous talent of їз бб, 225- “knew if wanted to play at this level 
E hie head and squinting his eyes, Joakim pound forward o chaim is ist national that 1 couldnt go on vacation with my 
Stars involved Noah painfully recalls Ше in Paris when championship last week in Indianapolis, family” he said. 1 lived with my mother 
He alr drs ook tirro a tennis cour. 27357 whipping of wadisonsich UGA and my siter but when they went bato 
Е Wile most people would be Gred Noch тап the Boor Бе а thorough- France 1 stayed in the projects in New 
in global camps 25:5» fom a om вото. Yr ner ial’ Чал бы 
Fetch Oben champion, the experience bounds and collecting а championship- sparingly asa feshman et Florida last 
was agonizing for a Sear. game record six Бода while leading the year so he went back to New York over 
NEW YORK—STEVE NASH WILL RETURN TO "Spectators gawked at his immature Gators to the tik the summer and played in the gity 
his birthplace at this years Basketball without Bor- srokes and the comparisons began "The eker Noah watched the game Rucker Park league. He enjoyed it in 
ders camp in South Aca. "When 1 was young, people woud fom the sands in Indianapolis, cheering part, because opponents did not know his 
“The basketball instructional camp, ints shah- wane watch Noah said. his sons every basket and pimodng athevcpedigree 
year, also teaches about such socal issues as “And when yourea litle Kid you dont when UCLA would make a run. The 21-year-old Noah emerged as a 
HIVADS awareness and prevention. More tan wan that. You dort want people warch- Yannick Noah, the last Frenchman to star this season, averaging more than 14 
120 players, coaches and team personnel have ing you and comparing you to your fa- win the covered Roland Garros title, is points and seven rebounds a game. His 
taken part. ther. пом a reggae star in Europe and rarely 29 blocks was an NCAA Tournament 
“The camp also will goto Lithuania and Puerto “You just want people to leave you gesto warch his son play basketball. тес 
Rico for the їз ine Kalso wil rerum to China, alone. You just wanc wo enjoy k” Joakim Joakim moved to New Yorkin 1996 Не buled UCLA with his soring, 
Wi the announcements for Wednesday Yo Noah is now the cerner ofarenionnhis with his mother Swedish beauty quen shorbloding and perhaps, above al, his 
Ming wil lead the group thar goes to his home- онт righe, noc because he i the son of Cecilia Rodhe, who divorced Yannick enthusiasm. 
тояп of Shanghai. Last ears amp was in Bé 1988 French Open champion Yannick when their son was four He honed his "Нез a guy that plays to complete ex 
je Noah bur becmse of his ality on the basketball skils in heprujecs. he said, hausion sid Florida coach Bily Dono- 
МВА commissioner David Stem said the pro- basketball court, Wie fis famiy went on nice vaca. van He has a great threshold to continu. JOAKIM Noah hows off the Florida Gators 
gram “transcends ali boundaries” "The University of Florida rode the бов уппшш ague Reuters championship trophy. А 


Jeter’s 3-run homer lifts Firm buys 


Yankees in home opener 41; 
ea Aliname 


Tun homer capped a fverun rally in the Damon jump started New Yorks early of- 
Beh ining ard the New York Yankees fense with a double and a walk in his fist 
peat the Kansas Gy Royals 9-7 Tuesday © two plate appearances. 
win thei dubrecord ninth яті home Bob Sheppards distinctive voice was 
opener missing боп the home opener for the fest 
New York wasted а 41 lead and wailed time since 1950. The publicaddress an- 
74 the саза when i loaded the bases nouncer who started with the Yankees in NEW YORK-MUHAM: 
шы Айген Siem (01) Robinson Cano 1951, drew out his lef hip Monday night Mad All, one of he 
an RBI roundout and Bernie Willams at his Long island home. He wil miss the words mos recognized 
punched three-game series against the Royals and people, has sold 80 per- 
“Tht brought up Johnny Damon, рау. hopes to be back Apri 21. бык of the marketing 
Same in pinstripes Аттаах Ar Boston, Josh Becket eld Toronto to right to his name and 
S end dk him out, but фе his in seven innings, Mike Lowell likeness toa fim for $50 
= - itch soaring into the went 4for-4 with three doubles and Boston million (euro41.3 mil | 
CRAIG Counsell the Arizona Damondtacis divesfor thebalbutcomesupshortona eR o y bec ona. S, inishomeopenerris En a p 
ingle by Garret Atkins of the Colorado Rockies in the seventh inning during the Apri 11 t Proctor (1-1) piched oie inning fiih consecutive win. rold for 
Sree Class dn Phoebe Arona. jhe Apr en and Maviano Rivera ished for A year afer an epic ceremony to ode. mer heavyweight cham 
hi fose save. beme their fist World Series tle m 86 pion, who sulle fom 
BASERALLMLD-AESULTS (UPDATE Ad 12 (fxd Spots} komn he MLB games Кало Ciy ost їз ТАЙ sraigh at Van- yemes, the Red бох held a more downscaie Parkinsons sae, wil 
m на ney Nai Wenger Somes, kee Sadum Garing to Augus 2002 Reggie evene. nado he usua ert Ву. теі а 20 percent ntes ne ns pp 
Sero. nena chicago Cubs 2. San Diego 9, Prida 3; Cewland®, Sate; Pmisburgh 7, LA Sanders and Shane Costa homered for the over and ceremonial frst pith, the team. new venture will be operated by a company called 
eoi банга! econ Noma’ Laana as Royals who couldnt rrcanenine wel, asked fora momen ofsdencein memorye GOAT LLC, an acronym for "The Gee of AL 
"eon Giambi hit a dweerun homer in longtime broadcaster Out Gowdy АР Tim 
‘Al and wife Lone are expected to work wih 
ОКК, Inc to market his interes around the world. 


Corrales, Castillo to fight June 3 in Las Vegas 5— 7... 


“This relationship with CKX wil help guarantee 
that, for generations to come, people of all nations 
BEVERLY HILLS, CALFOR- WBClightweight champion, 554 WBC title when Castillo failed to WBC LIGHTWEIGHT will understand my beliefs and my purpose, "All 
nia—Diego Corrales and Jose Luis 7 with one draw and 47 knock- make the 61-kilo (135-pound) ‘champion Diego “Ci said in a statement issued on Tuesday by the com- 
Castillo will fight for the WBC ous. limit and one of his camp mem- Corrales (left) poses wi pany "1 am honored to be able to parner witli 
lightweight tiie June 3 in Las Ve- Corrales won their first bout on bers was caught uying to tamper challenger Jose Luis Castillo of СКХ as they continue to grow" 
юв. a 10th-round TKO that gave him withthe scale at the weigh-in. Mexico. A !2-round world СКХ has concentrated primarily on entertain- 
“The fighters have split two pre- the WBC tile in May 2005 in Las “К will not be easy but I will Д title bout, scheduled for June ^ mentand holds the rights to the IDOLS television 
vious meetings. The third bout Vegas, definitely make the weight this 3at the Thomas & Mack brand, which includes the show ‘American Idol". 
‘was announced Tuesday. Castillo won the rematch five time" Casilo said. in Las Vegas, will be also holds the rights to Elvis Presley's marketing, 
Corrales is 40-3 with 33 knock- months later with a fourtlrround Те 12-round bout willbe held and has an interest in the operations of Graceland; 
‘ous, Castillo, а former twortime knockout But Corrales eamed the atthe Thomas & Mack Center АР [is ае Presleys Memphis, Tennessee, home, 4P 
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US CLAY COURT TILT 
Roddick notches easy win 


NEW YORK—DEFENDING CHAM- 
pion and top seed Andy Roddick 
eased into the second round of the 
US Clay Court Championships in 
Houston on Tuesday, with a 
straightforward 6-3, 6-2 win over 
Paul Capdeville of Chile. 

‘Second seeded American James 


PGA plays 
at longest 
course in 
major lore 


MIAMI—THE WORLD'S TOP PLAYERS WILL 
have to tackle the longest course in major his- 
tory when Medinah Country Club hosts this. 
year's US PGA Championship, organizers said 
on Tuesday. 

А 7,401-yard layout when it staged the 
1999 US PGA Championship won by Tiger 
Woods, the par-72 No. 3 Course at Medinah 
has been stretched to 7,561 for the Aug. 17- 
20 tournament. 

Whistling Straits in Kohler, Wisconsin was 
previously the longest major venue, playing 
7,514 yards off the back tees when it hosted 
the 2004 US PGA Championship. 

“When the players return here, they're go- 
ing to really see a different golf course, a golf 
course that really has more definition,” 
course architect Rees Jones said in a state- 
‘ment issued by the PGA of America. 

Th a restoration project which began in 
2002, Jones removed 300 trees, added new 
tees or enlarged existing ones; rebuilt some of 
the greens and redesigned several greenside 
bunkers. 

"We have classic old-style sculptured 
bunkers which have much more character,” 
Jones added. 

“The bunkers are deeper, the green con- 
tours and sizes ofthe seven greens that we did 
эге complimentary to the greens that were 
originally here. Pm very pleased with the re- 
sults.” Woods clinched the second major vic- 
tory of his career by a shot at Medinah in 
1999, holding off a late charge by Spaniard 
Sergio Garcia. 

Garcia fired a closing 71 that featured а 
stunning second shot from behind a tree оп 
the 16th hole. 

Medinah Country Club has also staged 
three US Opens—in 1949, 1975 and 
1990—and the 1988 US Senior Open. 

‘World number two Phil Mickelson, who 
won his third major victory at the US Masters 
оп Sunday, will defend his US PGA Champi- 
onship crown at Medinah, 

‘The American left-hander won the 2005 
US PGA Championship at Baltusrol by a 
stroke. Reuters 


Blake, however, made an early exit, 
beaten, 7-6, (7-2), 3-6, 6-1, by French- 
man Antony Dupuis. 

Eighth-seeded Juan Monaco of Ar- 
gentina was also among the early casu- 
alties falling, 6-2, 1-6, 7-6, (7-5), to 
‘American wild card Mardy Fish, 

Roddick, who helped lead the US 


cess. 


past Chile in the Davis Cup quarterfi- 
nal in California at the weekend, need- 
ed just 58 minutes to dispose of 
Capdeville and remain on course for a 
sixth consecutive appearance in the US 
Clay Court final and a fourth title suc- 


"The former world number one ar- 


rived in Houston still searching for his 
first title of the season. 

In other first-round action, Vince 
Spadea of the US advanced with a 6-1, 
63 decision over Argentine Carlos 
Berlocq while Scoville Jenkins stopped 


Russian qualifier Igor Kunitsyn, 7-5, 2- 


6,63. 


Reuters 


ANDY Roddick hitsa return. 


Henin-Hardenne beats 
Family Circle opponent 


P. 


NICOLE Vaidisova of the Czech Republic serves to Catalina Castano of Colombia during their 


second round match of the 2006 Family Circle Cup. 


Els hopes to end slump 


MIAMI-WITH HIS DISAPPOINTING US 
Masters finish behind him, Emie Els has high 
hopes for this weeks Heritage Classic in 
Hilton Head, South Carolina before taking а 
month's break. 

Despite dropping back into a tie for 27th at 
‘Augusta National with a closing 76 after be- 
ing in position to contend, Els feels he is close 
to his best form. 

“1 really felt like I was close to maybe doing 
something special,” the South African world 
number five said on his official website. "Un- 
fortunately it wasn't to be. 

“Т played a lot of solid golf and did a lot of 
things right in my game, but I made some mis- 
takes and I wasnt able to produce the itle bit of 
magic that you need in the majors." Still hunting 
his first victory of the year, Els plays his final event 
at Hilton Head until he retums to action in the 


May 25-28 BMW Championship at Wentworth, 
where he has his England home. 

"It would be great if I could make some- 
thing special happen this week and get back 
into my winning ways,” said the three-times 
‘major champion. 

* dont feel like I'm far away now. 1 just 
need to play solid golf and put myself in posi- 
tion to have a shot at winning come Sunday 
afternoon. That's where we all want to be.” 
"The 36-year-old, who missed last years tour- 
mament at Hilton Head, has а good track 
record in the event with five top-10s in just 
seven starts, 

“The Harbour Town Golf Links, designed 
by Pete Dye, is one of the players favourites 
out here on the PGA Tour and it's a golf course 
where I've played pretty well over the years," 
Els said, AP 


MY RECENT COLUMN ON THE WORLD 
Cup of football (PDI3/6/06) elicited this re- 
sponse from retired Ambassador Juanito P. 
Jarasa Said he: "I was ambassador to Seoul 
when Korea and Japan co-hosted the Fifa 
World Cup, the biggest sport extravaganza 
оп earth, in 2002. Football or soccer is ће 
true universal game for it provokes the 
biggest "impact оп a nation’s psyche. 
Hyundai, through the courtesy of its Philip- 
pine affiliate, invited me and my wife to the 

7 colorful opening ceremony and to see un- 
derdog Senegal upset defending champion. 
France in the very first game of the tourna- 
ment. 

“Korea reaped honors in the playing field and as 
host of the event. With Durch coach Guus Hiddink 
dexerously guiding it, the Korean football team 
blanked Poland and drew with the United States in 
the elimination round, then proceeded to beat foot- 
ball powers Portugal, Italy and Spain to reach the 
semifinals. К narrowly los to eventual runner-up 

їп the semifinal and was edged by Turkey 
in the bae for third place. Korea became the frst 
Азап county to reach the last four in the Wer 
©р” 

According to Jarasa, who served as the country’s 
ambassador to Korea from 1999 to 2001, the Kore- 
an government spent $2.7 bilion to consmua 10 
тен stadia for the World Cup and for ocher related 
matters, Only five of 10 cities which Бой sareof. 
theart sadia have soccer teams, This induced 
some brickbats which, however were drowned out 
by several favorable results. For one, Jarasa contin- 
‘ued, Korea was elevated to the same level of per- 
ception as ts more prosperous co-host Japan. "The. 
‘unexpected success of the Korean eleven and the 


Lessons from the World Cup 


CLEAN 
LIVING 


massive support of the entire nation for the team. 
not only boosted Korea's image abroad but also fos- 
tered patriotism, nationalism, unity and а strong 
sense of rational idend things which money can- 
rot buy” 

Right after the World Cup, the Korean govem- 
ment created a committee which adopted a set of 
measures aimed at preserving the positive image. 
and goodwill generated by Korea's performance in 
the football feld and successful co-hosting of the 
event. Among these measures were the use of sio- 
зап such as ^T Korea" to put emphasis on the 
‘countrys advanced information technology, ex- 
ppanding English language TV and radio programs 
to male foreigners understand Korea better rais- 
ing to 10 the number of Korean brands in the 
‘works top 100 corporate brands by 2010 since 
Samsung is the only Korean brand in the ейе 
‘world groupings; dispelling negative images, in- 
duding the prohibition of the unsightly display of 
dog meat in the markets, and actively participating 
in intemational efforts involving disaster, environ- 
ment and human rights and hosing more major 
international conferences in the county Recently. 
Korea hosted a conference for members of the In- 
temational Olympie Committee. 


REMEMBERING LACSON. This Black Saturday. 


April 15, marks the 44th death anniversary of Arse- 
‘nio H. Lacson, he best mayor Manila ever had" 
Away a mouros of pide and inspirion ш попу 
Lacson was not only an exemplary public servant 
who exposed graft and сотирдоп in the govem- 
ment, but was also an oustanding athlete and 
sporswrier He was a football player of the Areneo. 
team, fist as a member of the midget eleven in 
1926, moving up to become йз varsity player in 
1929 and later team captain of Ateneo's undefeat- 
ed squad in 1930. He also played for starstudded 
‘Tuba Salvaje and the University of Santo Tomas 
where he was a law graduate. 

In 1934, Lacson played as center halfback ofthe 
Philippine team in the 10th Far Eastem Games 
hosted by Manila together with some of the leg- 
'endary names in local football such as Sebastian 
gare, Jose Hemandez, Ramon Alegre, Antonio 
Vilanueva and Joaquin Ortigas. 

Afer graduating from UST, Lacson joined the 
law office of Sen. Vicente Francisco. He later be- 
‘came an assistant atomey in ће justice depart- 
ment апда member ofthe guerilla movement dur- 
ing the Japanese occupation. After the Pacifc War, 
he became a sportswriter of the Catholic newspa- 
pes “Commonwealth,” а harthiting columnist 
and fearless radio commentator He became а 
member of Congres, but resigned from the House 
to run for mayor of Manila, defeating (in his frs 
ty) incumbent Manuel dela Fuente. Lacson served 
for three consecutive terms in 1951, 1955 and 
1959. 

Lacson led а colorful and stormy life. When he 
was suspended from office by then President Car- 
los Garcia, he replaced his car number with a plate 
“SUSPENDED MAYOR” Lacson died in office on. 
Apil15, 1962. 


CHARLESTON, S.C—TOP.SEED- 
Ей Justine Henin-Hardenne took 
the first step toward defending 
her Family Circle Cup title Tues- 
day by beating Sybille Bammer of 
Austria ,6-2, 6-3, in the second 
round. 

Henin-Hardenne also won the 
title in 2003 and has never lost in. 
12 matches at the tournament. 

In her first clay-court match 
since her victory in the French 
Open final last year, Henin- 
Hardenne had six double-faults. 

“te wasn't so easy, and thats 
what I need right now, this kind 
of match," Henin-Hardenne said. 
“Thats the kind of match thats 
going to help me keep going and 
feel better?" 

Henin-Hardenne blamed the 
double-faults on getting used to 
thecourt. 

“1 just had to get used to the 
lights and everything. Ies nothing 
that special," she said. 


Also: оп Tuesday, third-seed 
Patty Schnyder of Switzerland 
advanced to the third round with 
а 6-4, 7-5 win over Meilen Tu of 
the United States. 

In the final match of the night, 
seventh-seeded Dinara Safina of 
Russia beat countrywoman Vera 
‘Zvonareva, 7-5, 7-5, to advance 
tothe third round. 

Catalina Castano of Colombia 
came back from 5-1 down to beat 
fifth-seeded Nicole Vaidisova, 7- 
5, 6-2, in a second-round match. 
Castano lost five straight games 
but then won 10 in a row to go up 
7:5, 4-0 before the 16-year-old 
Czech finally held serve. 

In first-round matches Tues- 
дау, ninth-seeded Anabel Medina 
Garrigues needed nine breaks to 
prevail against Mariana Diaz-Oli 
va of Argentina, 3-6, 7-5, 6-2, and 
qualifier Julia Vakulenko'.of 
Ukraine upset 10th-seeded Jele- 
па Jankovic, 7-6 (5), 7-5. AP 


Sugiyama leads Japan 


TOKYO—FORMER WORLD 
doubles number one Ai Sugiya- 
ma will spearhead the 
Japanese team against Switzer- 
land in the Fed Cup tennis 
World Group II first round here 
next weekend. 

Sugiyama, 30, reached the 
top spot in October 2000 after 
‘winning the US Open and also 


climbed as high as eightf The 
world singles rankings in 
February 2004. 

"The Japan Tennis Association 
оп Wednesday also named Aik 
Nakamura, ranked 63rd this 
week, Akiko Morigami, 69th, and 
Shinobu Asagoe, 75th, for an 
‘April 22-23 Че on the Апаке Coli- 
seum hard court, АЕР 


New Balance running 
clinic under Saret up 


JIM SARET, A CER- 
tified performance 
enhancement spe- 
cialist, will be the 
featured lecturer 
for a series of run- 
ning clinics leading 
up to the New Bal- 
ance Philippines’ з 
Power Race on Мау ganer 

‘The clinics for beginners and 
advance runners will be held ev- 
ery Sunday starting on April 16 
wp to May 21, at 6 a.m. at the 
Rockwell Center in Makati. 

The basics of running and de- 
veloping the runners to the sport 
will be emphasized in the begin- 
пете clinic. The advance lectures 
‘will focus more on runners injury 
and nutrition. 

Saret is currently the running 
consultant of New Balance Philip- 
pines and oversees the company's 
athletic programs for the running 
clinics. 

"What 1 like about New Bal- 


ance is its approach 
toward scientific 
training of athletes," 
said Saret, who has a 
masters degree in 
sports medicine/ath- 
leic training at 
Brigham Young Uni- 
versity in Provo, 
Utah. 

Saret is also а 
speed agility and quickness 
coach, who also specializes in 
sports rehabilitation. 

For more information and de- 
tails on the running clinics log on 
to wwwnewbalance.com:ph. Т0 
pre-register, contact Maan Orión- 
do at 898-1933 to 42 or email 
maan.oriondo@planet- 
sportsinc.com. 

Planet Spons, The Athletes Foot, 
Air New Zealand, Jam 88.3, Mens 
Health Magazine, Fimess First, 
‘Tokyo Tolyo, Rush, Bullfighter, Ce- 
bu Pacific Ai Days Hotel and 
Crown Regency Hotel support the 
New Balance Power Race 2006. 


CHESS OPENING: Surigao del Sur Rep. Prospero Pichay Jr. 
president of the National Chess Federation of the Philippines, does 
the ceremonial first move for the women's team eliminations to the 
Chess Olympiad in Turin, Italy, on May 19 to June 5. With Pichay are 
WNMs Aices Salvador, Sherlly Cua, Kathryn Cruz, Sharcila Cua and, 
Wreshyl Cuizon; WIMs Cristine Rose Mariano, Beverly Mendoza and 


Sheerie Joy Lomibao. 
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OPENING THIS WEEK 
Saturday, APRIL 15 


D’ Lucky Ones 

Stars Eugene Domingo, Pok- 
wang, JR Valentin, Sandara 
Park, Joseph Bitangcol 

Directed by Wenn Deramas 

‘The director and studio behind 
the monster hit "Ang Tanging ina” 
whip up another mother-powered 
comedy The two moms Tina 
(Domingo) and Leah (Pokwang) 
are Vilmanians who play match- 


Шы 
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makers to their children, Lucky | - 


Boy (Bitangcol) and Lucky Girl 


(Pari). Lunacy and hilarity result ¢ 


when the “moms for all seasons” 
end up rivals for the heart of hunky Ralph (Valentin). The entire cast 
had a ball during the shoot, says Valentin, who starred as a cop in the 
indie film “Ang Pagdadalaga ni Maximo Oliveros.” "We ай had fun. Di- 
rek was there to guide us, but he gave us freedom to be creat 

set. Im shifting from drama to comedy with this film,” Valentin ex- 
plains, 


‘Tristan & isolde 

Stars James Franco, Sophia 
Myles, Rufus Sewell 

Directed by Kevin Reynolds 

Based on а medieval Celtic leg- 
end chronicling the doomed affair 
between starcrossed  lovers—an 
English knight (Franco) and Irish 
princess (Myles)—this epic Jove sto- 
ту has “inspired operas by Wagner 
and swordand-sorcery movies" 
Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun- 
Times thinks “the movie is better 
than ...the studio expected." He ex- ү 
plains that this team "has trans- 
formed, rather surprisingly, [the myth] into a lean and effective action ro- 
mance. Alison Benedikt of the Chicago Tribune describes it as "mind. 
Jess, predictable and mildly entertaining ... full of standard period-piece 
imagery" Bob Longino of The Atlanta Joumal Constitution sums it up as 
“prety and boring... a Valentine with no real hear." 


‚ Eight Below 
$ Stars Paul Walker, Jason Big- 
gs, Bruce Greenwood 
Directed by Frank Marshall 
Set in Antartica and inspired 
bya true story this Disney action 
adventure rhapsodizes about the 
amazing bond between members 
ofa scientific expedition and their 
beloved sled dogs. A mishap had 
forced the men to abandon thei 
canine companions in the frozen 
wasteland. Back in civilization, 
the dogs master (Walker) tries to 
raise funds to save them. Wesley 
Morris of the Boston Globe opines 
that it's "more than a mushy dog 
tale ... [the dogs] do Oscar-caliber 
acting. I's the most touching love story about tragically separated 
Sexy beasts since Cold Mountain." Eleanor Ringel-illespie of The At- 
Janta Journal-Constitution raves that the dogs are “graceful, gorgeous 
creatures .. With the possible exception of Harrison Ford, these 
paragons of beauty, strength, intelligence and loyalty are as close to 
bd fashioned heroes as anyone or anything we've seen.” E! Online dif 
fers, though: "This standardized story isn't worth the trek.’ 


Submerged 
Stars Steven Seagal, Christine Adams, Nick Brimble 
Directed by Anthony Hickox 
An imprisoned soldier (Seagal) agrees to head an antiterrorist crew, 
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Hist class entertainment at amazing prices 
March 20, MONDAY & TUESDAY 
prices at P99 for cinemas 1-4 and 

P120 for the premiere theater (without food and drinks) 

See posters and flyers lor details 


Provocative 


НЕ HOLY WEEK/EASTER SEASON 
| hai inspired several rovok- 
ing TV specials on п 
gious history. Here are some of them: 
ө "The Gospel of Judas” premiered on 
National Geographic Channel on April 9 and 
4 last night. Two more replays are 


world knows Judas Escariot 
who betrayed Jesus Christ. Т 
} discovered in the 1970s tels a differ 
” airs tomorrow, 3 
minute Lenten of- 


Ain’t no mountain high enough 


MAUNDY THURSDAY OR NOT, 
we all have our own crosses to bear. 
aint no Mount Calvary 

igh to keep Jesus from saving 


Dou 
Woop 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 


1 asked some stars about their 
own “Calvary” and what it taught 
them. May 
Lent relentlessly go 
long afer all the vacations have 
‘been taken, ай the rituals have been 
performed and all our prayers have 
been answered. 


have now and to hang on no mat- 
ith God's help, 


Rufa Mae Quinto 
When my dad died three years 
Ttwas painful but it made me 
nger and more responsible. 1 
became the mom and dad in the 
family. 1 always say I will survive 
any breakup because Гуе lost the 
man I love the most—my dad. 
Losing boyfriends is nothing com- 


Gary Valenciano 

When my family spit up in _® 
1978. My mom flew to the United 
States wth me and my thee sister 
while my brother Robby and sis- 
ters Diane and Liza stayed in 
Philippines with my dad. This 
taught me to treasure the family I 


TRISTAN & ISOLDE 
к 

ыз 

ICEAGER 
O va su san 1st at 

Api 14 Cot 
Please тие thatthe screening. 
schedules are for Apri 15, 2008 

(Black Saturday). 


prO 
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E 
TV productions 
A ‘tele-retreat,’ 
а tele-movie, a 3-part 
historical drama and at 
least five stunning 
documentaries light up 
the small screen 
inthe next four weeks 


dation tells the story of Jesus passion, death 
and resurrection from the perspective of Mary, 
His mother The role of Jesus is played by 
Christan Bautista; Соду Chua plays Mary; 
Noel Cabangon, Judas; and Cathy Aranza, 
Magdalena: Joel Torre narrates. 

Toca fom 11 a.m. to 12 noon, Kerygma 
TV airs а telesetreat вей "Dakilang Pag- 
Tig" hosted by Catholic lay preacher Bo 
Sanchez and Rissa Singson. Several preachers 
wil share inspiring messages on humility and 
God's love. 

* Tomorrow at 7 pam., GMA 7 telecasts a 

PROVOCATIVE AZA 
4 


pared to that. 


Jericho Rosales 
Making all the big and major 
decisions in my Ме and career, 
praying and receiving no answer, 
and having to wait. 1 have 
этпей that trusting the Lord is 
never a mistake. 


loved one before it's too late. 


Jeremy Marquez 

Being separated from my mom 
and sister | used to be a bad boy. 
My mom could no longer disc 
pline me in the US so she sent me 
fo my dad here in Manila It stil 
hurts to this day, but realize that 
if she hadn't done that, I would be 
a mess today Jt also hurt my mom 
but she ler me go for my own 
good. Credit also to my dad for 
his strictness. [earned that God 
really does have plans for every- 
опе. We may not see it immedi- 
ately or agree with His ways, but 
in the end we will understand 


Heart Evangelista 

му Lola Conchita died a few 
months ago. She was the kind of 
lola that Kept writing to me ever 
since I was small. She passed 
away when 1 was in the US. I 
didnt have time to visit her when 
She was sick. I learned that peo 
ple wont be there forever. Time 


Flies, so we should get to hug a AIN'T NO MOUNTAIN A22 
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From page Az 
in exchange for freedom and cash. The ragtag troop, however, uncov- 
ш а "brainwashing" conspiracy of "Manchurian Candidate” propor- 
fions, vince Leo of Qwipsters Movie Reviews comments that this 
Ay prodoced" Mick sa ‘by-the numbers vehicle for Seagal... who 
ides Bloated, tired and completely bored." Не rants: "No amount of 
Spit and polish will disguise the fact that [this] isa B-movie action fim 
Жап a superstar past his prime.” Andrew Mackenzie of Beyond 
Hollyvood agrees "ie fat Elvis, Seagal shows no signs of relenting 

Despite its overall lack of quality, there are some good things about 
ii ruined by its astonishing lack of originality” 


American Soldiers Dateline: Iraq 

Stars Curtis Morgan, Zan Calabretta, Jordan Brown 

Directed by Sidney J. Furie 

їп present-day Irag, a US patrol is ambushed and the soldiers have 
no choice but to rely on their wits and training to survive in their cam- 
paign against Fedayeen insurgents. An IMDb.com reviewer from Swe- 
Чеп gives this film the thumbs-down: 
niscent of] ‘Baywatch, but its set in Iraq. The plot is thin 
realism.” According to tribute.ca, the film's director is Canadian and 
the movie was filmed in Hamilton, Ontario. Furie is also a "graduate of 
the prestigious Canadian Broadcasting Corporation TV-director talent 
pool” and has worked on such “stylistic Hollywood delights as The 
Naked Runner and гоп Eagle” 
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JERICHO Rosales 
and feel His love. Tm working 


send for my mom and maybe we can 
live together again| 


very sudden. He was ог 
healthy. He hada massive cardiac arrest while bu 


+ Berma Cinema M 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
Ain't no mountain high enough me»: 


JURIS Fernandez ЈЕО Madela 


cdrightnow playing basketball. 1 was a daddy's girl, but 
his passing strengthened my faith. God will 
never give us trials that we cannot bear 


Jed Madela 
When I was started to sing professionally. 


1 was so driven with my passion for singing 
there was this nagging reminder that 1 


two years ago. It was 
ly 52, and quite 


THURSDAY, APRIL 13,2006 


didn't have the full blessing of my dad to 
pursue it. Thad to prove to him that singing 
could be a career. He was so against it, I had 
to keep it a secret. Pigil lahat ng saya o 
lungkot na nararamdaman ko kasi di ko ma- 
share. 1 remember crying myself to sleep 
many times. I prayed very hard and was de- 
voted to Saint Anthony de Padua. One day, 
my perseverance paid off. My dad finally 
gave me his blessing. Now he's my number 


Tin Tin Bersola 

In high school when my parents separated, 
it was very difficult for me emotionally. 1 put 
myself through college, surviving and earning 
my keep by going into theater and TV work. I 
became closer to God. I learned to trust in His 
will, That experience taught me how to save 
money and to forgive. 


Rachel Ann Go 


When I had to choose between my studies 
and my singing career. I chose singing cause the 
‘opportunity was there. 


OPENS APRIL 8-» 
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all the time. T 
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3] would finish my stud- 

1 leamed that 
‘when opportunity 
comes, one should 
grab it. But don't for- 
get the importance of 
education 


Juris Fernandez 
(MYMP) 

losing _ people 
dose to me and re- 
gretting not having 
spent more time with 
them. God's will, not 
‘ours will be done. Al- 
ways. 


Say Alonzo 
When 1 left my 
family for my 
boyfriend and then 
it didn't work out. 
When T looked, my 
family was still there 
to take me back. It 
taught me that 
lovers come and go 
but family is forever. 
Sila lang ang maj 
mamahal за akin ng 
tunay. E 


Christine Reyes. 

When Ate Ara and 
1 had a big fight. 1 
kept quiet and didn't 
grant interviews. 1 
Wanted the issue to 
die down. Тас 
taught me not to lis 
ten to “sulsol” and 
hearsay because 
only makes the prob- 
зен НЕ .| lem worse 

(Email watering- 


A holeshangrila@ya- 


эши by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures 


hhoo.com.) 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
Stage parents revel in reflected glory 


THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2006 


[eS ESS STRICTLY FOR 75 YEARS OF AGE AND ABOVE 


NOW THAT TALENT SEARCHES HAVE 
become a very big deal on television, a 
new breed of disconcerting and dis- 
‘combobulating characters has been en- 
gendered: stage parents. 

Now, stage parents have been with us 
for generations, ever since the first child 
actor trod the boards or performed cute. 
antics in front of a flickering silent flm 
‘camera, But television has compounded 
their numbers, as well as their negative 
influence and effect 

Time was when young talents’ par 
cents knew their place and stayed out of 
the TV cameras reach. They were con- 
tent to enjoy the fruits of their bread- 
‘winning kids labors, and left the public 
appearances to their stellar children. 

‘These days, however, TV talent 
searches regularly take reaction shots of 
young contestant’ parents as they һуз- 
terically and lividly react to their kids 
performances. 

To be sure, some of these reaction 
shots are taken for bitchy fun's sake, to 
show how desperate some stage раг- 
ents are for their children to do well, so 
they can continue to enjoy the perks of 
their success. 

‘But TV is so powerful that even such 
cynical and derisive shots eventually 
‘make minor celebrities of the stage par- 
cents themselves. 

In time, they begin to be recognized 
by some members of the viewing public, 
and they revel in the glory, reflected 
though it may be. 

‘After that, irs only a matter of time 
before the stage parents start staging 
on-camera brawls between themselves, 
and theyre asked to guest on celebrity 
talk shows to dump their vitriol on 
viewers whose hunger for gossip and 
scandal has become insatiable. 

ПЕ they cant watch stars savaging 
each other, even non-stars like stage 
parents will do. 

Is there any way out of this sequence 
of dispitedly diminishing reams? 
There sure is: 

First, TV shows should stop taking re- 


VIEWFINDER 


action shots of all stage parents. Let 
them remain out of camera range, 
where they belong. 

Nest, put an end to the sad practice 
of child performers being forced to be- 
come their families breadwinner. 

ens have the responsiblity to 
make money for their children, not the 
other way around. 

То make sure this happens, produc 
ers should pay the kids’ talent fees or 

ize, not to their parents, but into a 
trust fund for the child performers 
themselves. This sounds harsh and in- 
sensitive, but if some child talents have 
tobe protected from their own parents, 
sobeit 


On Channel [V] 

On Saturday on Channel IV] C1 to 3 
ppm), dont mis Andrew G's Excellent 
Adventure as he travels around the 
‘word to interview some of the biggest 
ташса япэ Madonna, The Dark 
Tess, Franz Ferdinand and Kanye West 


“The Wild” 

Meet the stellar cast of animals in ù 
mew animated feature, “The М 
Samson the Lion is the "mane attrac- 
tion’ atthe New York Zoo. 

Ryan is Samson's rebellious teenage 
son. When he sets ou to experience life 
in the wild for himself, Samson and his 
buddies have to save him from himself 

Benny is Samson's best friend, а 
street savvy New York squirrel. Despite 
his puny size, he's a big thinker when it 
comes to love: He sets his sights оп a gi- 
raffe. 

Bridget is the 12-foot giraffe in ques- 
tion. She's fiercely independent, but she 


helps Samson save his son with her tow- 
ering height and pragmatism. | 

Nigel is the тооз cute and cuddly 
merchandise megastar, but he longs to 
escape his cute image, which is encour- 
aged by his teddy bear likeness. 

Kazar the wildebeest makes his 
tothe top of the food chain. 

Larry the Anaconda is the longest an- 

hes a bit short 


opens its 2006 season in July With Ter- 
rence McNally’ "Masters Class,” a 1996 
Tony Award-winning play about a 

ter dass for singers taught by operas 

grand deme, Maria Callas. 
Мел, in September, comes a modem 
staging of Charles Gounods "Romeo 
‘an opera based on Shake- 

speare’s immortal tragedy. 
POC's Christmas offering is а fantasy 
adaptation of the fairytale world of 
with puppetry 


The company’s concert series will 
lead off in July with “Operanow 2,” an 
evening of music by Puccini, with top. 
Filipino singers and the Philip 
harmonic Orchestra, featuring 

ions from "Madame Випегбу 


Feedback 
Conclusion of Ms Edy б. Reyes notes 
‘on no-no’ on TV: "Harassment: itis not. 
nly the vulgarity (brown or green 


these people, who are goaded to com- 
mit stupid booboos and made to suffer 
and cry Such blithe disregard for рео 
plesselfesteem. 

"Finally 1 believe that managemen 


on Eat Bulaga." 
Their no-show was clearly a breach of 
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Tie mayor of Baguio should focuson getting 
Ë ауд saotjeepneys whose smoke belching has ov 
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Easter Bunny Special by Repertory Philippines. 


Easter Fun at Town 
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‘April 16, 2008, “Apel 15, 2008 
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‘perfect spot for 

stade playa 

and corporate events 
now accepting bookinga 
for June te July 2006 


„о AyalioGinemas" 

i) Days Raffle Promo 
jet a chance to 
expense ра!@ trips 

Davao, and Palawan, 


jet a coupon for every 


LUMANOG Gijon and Greenbelt cinemas 


IWCEBUL 


and drop in dropboxes. 
Hurry! Watch a movie now 


Promo ends on May 19. 2006 


Cartoon Network Summer Camp 


Easter Event & Kiddo s 1st Year Anniversary pepe 


Apri 16,2008 


Botsa Nova with SITTI 
April 19, 2006 


"Repertory Philippines presents TWO а TWO MAKE SEX 
‘st REP's Globe Theater «Ара 21. 22. 23.28, 29, 30, May 5,6&7 
For nguries; р. cal 887-0710 

Registration s now ongoing for Ayala Museum's 


. "Summer Ап Festival Workshop 2006. 
Inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or ist www.ayalamussum.org 


* Face PaihTihG 

+ BALLOON TWISTING 
апр SCULPTURIAG 

* EASTER EGG 
PainTinG 

* EASTER EGG HURT 


PLUS 


AN EASTER BUNNY SHOW 
БҮ REPERTORY PHILIPPINES 


APRIL 16, 2006 2-5PM 


See ales lor duos For quis please contaci Customar Srv al 7527272 


Share a movie with a loved one wth SM Cinemas jj 


50%OF Fz 


treat on your 2nd ticket! 
Starts on March 15 to Apt 30, 2006 enjoy each other's 
Mondays to Thursdays "company 
MEGAMALL * STA. MESA * MANILA* PODIUM * FAIRVIEW - SOUTHMALL. 


мон МЕСОЗИ SAN LAZARO” ОТА ROSA. PAMPANGA” BAGUIO" VALENZUELA 
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PRESENTS 


asil \ faldez 
Best \/a1dez apru 22, 2000 
[gayon SATURDAY 8:30 PM 


м Катап 


ВАМВОО 


LIVE CONCERT 


SM MEGAMALL 
CINEMA 3 
(P600, 00, P1200) 


APRIL 21, 2006 
FRIDAY * 8:30 PM 


Tickets at 
(piso, P280, P380) 


smnormensa Ё 


CINEMA 9 


SM MEGAMALL 
CINEMA 9 


Movies, 
MA13, 2006 
D З 
чта втв 20 ри 
ngs Е 


ee ee 


— TEE — — 

APRIL 21, 2006 
Cueshe ы 
mln gon ge 


Tickets available at TICKETWORLD 891-5610/ 891-9999 


SM NORTH EDSA ү 
CINEMA 1 
(P100, P220, P380) 


Sm env BAGUIO 
1.ULTŘAVIOLET 2.EIGHT BELOW 3.SYRIANA 4.ICE AGE 2 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


In observation of the Holy Week, SM Cinema will be closed on 
April 13 (Maundy Thursday) and 
April 14 (Good Friday) 


See you at the movies on 
April 15 (Black Saturday) and April 16 (Easter Sunday) 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
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6 ULTRAVIOLET 


ILOILO 


4 HOUSE OF FURY 
2MOMENTS OF LOVE 
3 NORTH COUNTRY 


4053) 336-8070. 


AEIGHT BELOW Sneak Preview 
SICEAGE2 
6 VENOM 


The 
Perfect Gift 
Al'Year Round 
Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 


Get Special discounts bx volume purchases! 
Viana eaten md merane ect beg Sarees Departman GPS 107 a Md 


A Pre Paid Movie 


"THEKNIGHTS 
Templar” 


Provocative 


From page A2-| 


celebrity studded 
made-for-TV movie, 
“Sa Ngalan ng 
Anak,” produced by 
The Christian Broad- 
casting Network Asia 
and supervised by 
Coney Reyes, written 
by Raquel Vilavicen- 
do and directed by 
Maryo delos Reyes. 

The movie tells the 
story ofa Filipino fam- 
Пу whose “secret 
sins”. are finally un- 
covered. 

*On April 23 at 9 
pm. “Empire"™—a 
three-part drama se- 
ries set in Rome, 44 
BC—premieres оп 
the Hallmark Channel 
with parts 1 and 2 
Par 3 айз the nex 
night at 10. The great 
conqueror Julius Cae 
sar retums from his 
triumph in Spain to a 
neglected, poverty- 
stricken republic and 
а senate corrupted by 
power. The fate of the 
Roman Empire is up- 
on the shoulders of his 
17-yearold nephew 
Octavius. 


‘Secret Bible 
Week’ 

On National Geo- 
graphic starting May 1 
is*Secre Bible Week,” 
which consists of four 
features: 

“The Knights Tem- 
plar? May 1, 9 pm. is 
about the most secret. 
society in the world" 
said to own the Holy 
Grail, to have known 
Jesus bloodline and 
discovered the New 
World ... a century be- 
fore Columbus! Re- 
peats: May 6, 9 p.m. 
and May 13, 12 noon. 

* “Rivals of Je- 
sus" premieres May 2, 


Е 


9 pm, He healed the 
sick, fed the hungry 
and raised the dead. 
Three days after his 
death, he is said to 
have risen again. Не 
was Apollonius of 
“Tyana, just one of sev. 
eral preachers and 
miracleworkers of 
the First Century who 
rivaled the fame of Je- 
sus Christ. Repeats: 
May 6, 10 pm. and 
May 13,1 p.m. 

e "Apocalypse" 
premieres May 3, 9 
pm, Tsunamis, earth- 
quakes, wars and dis- 
asters—are they the 
"End Days" prophe- 
sied in the Bible? 

inlocking Da 
Vins Code" ais 
(Part 1) May 4, 9 p.m. 
and (Part 2) May 5, 9 
pam. Dan Brown's fic- 
tional _ bestselling 
novel claims, among 
other things, that 
Mary Magdalene was 
Jesus’ wife, that they 
had а child and that 
their descendants live 
among French and 
British nobility today. 

П 


[ 
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ComicRelief ==" 


BYBILLAMEND A.LIPIN 


BY JESS ABRERA 


PETER, THE 
LAUNDRY 
HAMPER D 


COULD YoU Do ME A 
FAVOR AND CARRY Т 


OWNSTARS? 


SMALL TOWA 
LOTTERY NA ANG 


Tis is AX 
RETROSPECTIVE 
SHOW OF SOME 4 
Ор MY EARLIEST, 


ALTHOUGY THEY LOOK A BIT 
PIENE, MY ARTISTIC GENIUS 
TS STILL CLEARLY APPARENT 


BYTOMARMSTRONG PUGADBABOY 


BY JERRYSCOTT 


"Sn age 
You too? 


[т таме Alone Tae | 
Hare (BND EVE NEVER. 
Been моге MISERABLE. 


ore NOT JUST Sae 
И TWAT o Mave vE 
HAPPY, APE You? 


CZ 


НАТЕ... GREED... 
POLLUTION. 
VIOLENCE... 


@ 


АТОМО AND WEBOY 


BY LYRAGARCELLANO 


[ow ро чоо THINK 
SHOULD т емо мч 
"prince мно Like Te 
WEAR TiGH PANTS. 


PRIN 


Goin 


YAS i+ Stans, tHe 


се ReTREAtED 


FRom Society AFTER 


© THROUGH PeR- 


FeeLING BETRAYED, 
тне PRINCE ReTREATE| 
FROM SocieT4... AND 
мер HAPPILY EVER 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


Ана BRUTAL NAMAN 


NONG MATADOR NG usc reme C 


Straid to voice your opinion, even i 


Something important and valuable. 
Birthdate of Thomas Jefferson, third 
ARIES (March 21 to 
>к 
comments ankle you 

Sou feel as if what he or 

She sad s a criticism of 

ppan worse yet you fer might 
true. (There the sting) Ler it go: 
TAURUS (April, 20 to 

May 20): Avoid argu 

ments wih fends and 

Soupe today. They 

Тош become tasty, You 
Will not persuade others 
to agree with you, so don't even шу. 


US president; А Green, singer; Jonathan Brandis, actor. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Definitely 
avoid debates with boss 
€s, VIPs, parents and the 
police. Power struggles 
are occurring everywhere today 
Stay detached. (You need this like a 
Fish needs a bicycle) 

ш dont have to go 


along with this. Stand 


your ground. No one can tell you 
what to believe in. = 


9 


CANCER Qune 21 to 
July 22): Someone 
might пу to convince 
er ewe something 


Dairy CROSSWORD 


Across 
1 Pratusion 


5 God ol islam 
30 Nal smoomor. 


14 Paquin ol The 
Suid and the 


26 Spread wide 
21 Speaker 
40 Peasant 


32 Pan 2 of quoe 


38 Campus spons 


[i 
40 Nori of 


Бу! 
% онеш 
wood 
ped 
51 Danish seaport 
54 Formar Turkish 


Tt Model ot 
ледот 

32 Preminger tim. 

12 Урош content 

T8 Take away 


64 Союш mount 

65 Lauder of 
p 

в Маде secon 
la sehen 

вт Ман course 

58 Extends across 


chang 
Huntington Beach, CA 


one SUMALI SA 
BULLFICHT NA 
GANYAN E! 


BULLFIEHT. KAWAWA 


jour own drum. Because of this, 
i үйне вши. 


мето them. You're certa 
the year ahead in order 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Dont get excited 
about things today. Кз 
the Full Moon, and on 
тор of that, Mercury is 

square wih Rao, whch means ыг 

фойе ше at loggerheads. Stay 

Bear of igs! Zip your ip. 


STU 
MEAM Es: 


THATS NOT, 
"THE NEWS" 
— THATS 
"THE OLDS" 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


“Lord, 
teach us to 
number our 

days, so that. 

we may grow 
їп wisdom.” 


~Psaim 90:12 


BYJOMIKE TEJIDO 


OONGA » PERO IAN 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): Farmers or 


ids igh Бе 
today about mone 
Sessitas or how to kan- 
die something that is to be si 
‘Someone is unhappy If i's you, wait 
ni tomorrow о voice your opin: 


^ improvements and re 

forms where you work 
You might also have similar ideas 
about how to improve your health. 
Nevertheless, don't force others to 


agree with you. 
"more excited and more 


e ‘emotional 


а Full Moon. Therefore, be loving 
and kind. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): You might suggest 
ideas about how ro make 


KIKO MACHINE 


тө RE MAS KATAKOT TAROT 
ДЕЛ SA maman SAUPAU 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to EAL мге 

Nov. 21): Parents must 
be patient with children 
today Everybody is 


SAGITTARIUS (Nox. 22 
to рес. 21): Avoid fami- 


ү guaris оу Minor 
[agreements can rum 
"nto big ego бшен 
Don't пу 10 persuade 


LOVEKNOTS 


others to agree with you. Don't let 
эпуопе bully you, either 
youre’ determined to 


Convince others that you 


know what youve talking abou 
Dont even bother Jes the 
Moon. Lighten up. 


"у BA TUNG Holy WEEE 
КАТ) ANG AEH 
16057! SAKRIPISIO, 
TOS, PAS TA 
ko SA KRUSE 


АМА GAYAHIN, 
OANA NI JESS 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 d 

fo Jan. 19): Youre on à 

mpage dep You 

Bink you're right, and 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 


DIN NATIN, 
ISANE ее 


Feb. 18): You're ob- 
sessed about something 
today. You feel you have 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


fo have your way This 
Relay Wil pes vey | KONG IPAE HL NI HDDS 21 
чыку Be col.» ы HESS 


KA RONAN NI HOBE Se 
AKIN 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Don't u 


tell others how to live 


м. 


their lives, even if you 
Think you know best. Ba- 
Sealy this is just med- 
dling. 


о... (ANPOPPLIT 


i 


[rm 
à 


"UY wings costume she wore toa 
Halloween party. 


WHITE sequined chiffon dress has “the 
Bollywood look” that she likes 


BLACK leather Dior she uses or 
events. 


ED 


WHEN she's happy, Heart paints colorful pictures, like the self- 


By Marinel R. cruz. 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


CTRESS AND COMMERCIAL MODEL 
Heart Evangelista’s ultimate dream is 
то hold an art exhibit some day. 

Not many people know that the chinky-eyed 
beauty has been sketching and painting since 
she was this high. As a matter of fact, Hear, 21, 
had tobe pulled away from watching TV for his 

merview. Being shown on НВО on фе after- 
moon of Inoume Entertainment's visit was 

James Ivory s “Surviving Picasso," with Antho- 

пу Hopkins playing the role of the late artist 

Pablo Picasso. 

“1 ike painting girls” Heart said ín an inter- 
aspects] depend оп my frame of mind. 1 paint 
colorful pictures when I'm happy I use gloomy 
colors when I'm sad." 

The actress says its somewhat like dress- 
ing up. "When I feel bad, I dress up. A 
good pair of shoes and a really nice bag 
can boost one's confidence." 


ART PIECES 

"This picture of myself was the fist 
painting after Echo (Jericho Rosales, ber 
boyfriend and co-star in ‘Panday) and I got to- 
gether This is really special to me. 1 was very 
"happy when I painted this. 

"On my skerchpad is a pencil picture of 
Echos bandmate, Dan. I drew it at the beact 
thats why its very blue. 

“1 also drew this picture of my makeup artist, 
Yolly. I made her 
while. Biglaan lang ito." 


now, Tm reading 
ie Omartans Just 
Enough Light forthe Step 

On" Its the perfect 7 

book for а baby [Bom P 
Again] Christan like me." 


DRESSES 

“This white sequined 
chiffon dress is from Singapore. Its got this Bol- 
Туос look that I really like. Tve not used this 
here, but I've wom it to the wedding of a fa 
mous wushu trainer in Singapore. Since the 
fabric is really thin, 1 wore a skintoned 
camisole underneath. 

“I bought this dress in Hong Kong after a 
shoot. I's really during last-minute shopping 
sprees that I get to buy things that I like. This 
‘one is very proper, very respectable. 

“This Betsey Johnson dress is from San Fran- 
cisco (shows a bronze-colored satin dress with 
pink embroidery). Ies very versatile. I can wear. 
it on a regular day or during a formal occasion. 
AIL [have to do is change my shoes. 

“1 asked Oscar dela Renta to make this light 
brown evening gown for me. He's one of my fa- 
vorite designers. I wore this for a Guillermo 
Mendoza Memorial Awards show. I plan to 
“wear it again.” 

TOPS 
"I got this white embroidered haiter top dur- 


ing my trip to Hawaii in February Ilove its color 
and bohemian look. 1 like the way it hangs on 


GIFTS from Echo. 


CLOSET in Greenbelt 1 w 
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dog” This Tshir 
love my dogs, eve 


JEANS AND SKIRTS 
“Thardly wear jeans 

hard for me to find the right p s why 
when T got hold of this Ultra-low rise from Gap, 


her hand, Гоз a skirt and shorts 
hem in denim fabric. I get most of 


ly current a pair of white high- 
heeled slip-ons from Gucci. I could wear it with 
great during summer 


My black Prada pair is a gift from 
1 сай them my outstanding 
black heels. I saw this at the Prada store 
to get them for 
myself but he insisted on buying for 
me. Iwas experiencing one of the most 
difficult times in my Ме when Echo gave this to 
me. There was this negative talk going around 
Echo said this should remind me to keep 
‘walking proudly. 
"This pair of brown boots 
find. Ittook me a whole day of 
the busy streets of Hong Kong. Its made of soft 
and the style is unique. 
“MENY provides most 


comfy Luse it whenever Fm on 

the set of Panday? 1 wear 

rubber shoes when [want 

comer to go really casual, уш 
walang pakialam." 


BAGS 

“1 love bags, lie: 
lack leather numi 
Dior, 

often. I save it for v 
attracts too much attention. 

"The one I use frequently is this blue leather 
Luis Vuitton. It can go wit 
jeans. Another favorite is 
that I got in San Francisco. I think this brand is 
not sold locally yet. I first saw this from Holly- 
wood actresses Sarah Jessica Parker and Sienna 
Miller 

“Tim guilty of spending a lot on bags. made a 
promise to Tita Angeli that I won't buy anymore 
bags—even though theyre tax deducible. То 
giris who love bags but are on a tight budget, 
make sure you get sturdy ones. That way, you 
don't have to buy a lot. Guess and Girbaud are. 
‘not too expensive.” 


ACCESSORIES 

“1 first found this butterfly wings costume in 
опе of the studios of ABS-CBN. | wore it to a 
Halloween party I returned it and then found it 
again in the dressing room of Myx. It stayed 
there for almost a year. Nobody seemed to want. 
it, so took it home. 

“Echo gave me a silver charm bracelet from 


one 
fom 
though I don't use it 


ж 


STORMIE Omartian’s "ust Enough Light for the Step I'm On” is 
perfect for "baby" Christians like herself, 


ATIP from Heart: A good pair of shoes and a 
really nice bag can boost one's confidence. 


Rory lertitcute? Ithas a matching silver neck- 
Jace with a heart-shaped pendant. 

“I only use most of the watches 1 have here. 
for shows. The one that’s really special to me is 
this silver analog watch from Mont Blanc. Big 
‘watches are in fashion again. I got this in Singa- 
pore. (Heart heaves a loud sigh.) les a gift. Peri- 
od. 


“1 really Ње jewelry. My favorite is a gold ring 

studded with diamonds. I got attracted to the 

Помет design. Another favorite ring is made 

from a semi-precious stone. Is band is studded 
with diamonds, It reminds me of the ocean. 

"To girls who are just beginning to buy jewel- 

ful with the diamonds that you pick. 


‘SLEEP WEAR 

"1 got this night dress from Woman's Secret. 1 
actually wore this on a night out once. I was on 
a trip and ran out of clothes. 

"Sometimes, I wear boxers and tank tops to 
bed, Sometimes, 1 wear big Tshirs, especially 
when I feel like Fm coming down with a cold or 

fever” 


SWIM WEAR 

“My favorites are those T got from BCBG in 
the States. Theyre very flattering, especially to 
giris like me who don't have big boobs. They're 
Very stylish, too. What I wear to the beach de- 
pends on what I plan to do there. just wantto. 
geta tan, I wear these strapless brasseres.” 


SCENTS 

“I wear different scents everyday. 1 like Gucci 
Envy, L Occitane Green Tea, Miracle by Lan- 
come, DKNY Be Delicious and Baby Doll 
by Yves Saint Lauren. But ve been. 
using this brand, Gian Franco 
Ferre, for more than six years 
now. les pretty strong, but the 
scent realy really lasts. This is 

my signature cent. 
“When Tm too immune and I 
can't smell myself anymore, thats 

‘when I change scents.” 


EYEWEAR 
1 lie big shades. | use this one 
when I dont feel confident facing the 
‘worl. Ies perfect when you fel too 
tired to apply makeup or you've just 
cried. My favorite is this red Fendi. 
Shades dont have to be very et- 
pensive. Pm just icky that Fendi has 
provided most of what Ihave. A sim- 
7]. ple ils okay too The price is right, 
j; the shape is пке. why not? (Heart 
winks. Echo is an endorser of 2) 


A... 


THIS RING reminds. 
her of the ocean. 


ASCENT a day.. 


“IT'S NOT the size 
[ofthe diamond] 

that matters," says 
Heart, “it's the e% А 
brilliance.” ^ 


HER black Prada palranother gift from Echo—reminds her to 
“keep walking proudly.” 
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OFW remittances jump 14% to $1.8B 


шера конга" Despite slowdown 
ا‎ ы шаны АРИ in deployment of workers 
Dogs 3 T ^ 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


REMITTANCES FROM OVERSEAS FILIPINO WORKERS HIT $1.8 
billion in the first two months, sustaining a double-digit growth 
rate of 14 percent from a year ago despite a slowdown in the the 
number of locals going abroad, the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
said yesterday. 

For he month of February alone, the BSP sid such as engineers, teachers, ship and pilot/air- 
OFW remittances coursed tough the banking craft officer, prođucrion-related workers and 
ушет it 3866 nion or IL. percent bene? servio providers more than compensated for 
бале йону the same month lastyear the decline in the total number of deployed 
mls tree pice ol backs inte Thelnfluxof more OFW money came despite land-based workers,” the BSP reported. EN = 
желга той, te average pies а 10-percent contacon inthe tal number of The higher level of remittances was also j 
ü Siuetedpetuenges n Mah land-based workers deployed abroad to partly anributed by the BSP to commercial GRENIER. 
| су О ӨШИ Аиды бап De 194490 fom a year ago, based on preliminary bani expansion of banking services р el 12.2006 
picem —— figures from the Philippine Overseas Employ- "Commercial banks ... heightened their mar- 
ast year. ВЕЩ the Philippi ploy. ig hei 
EX ‘ment Administration for the first two months. keting campaign by offering various telemoney STOCK RAARKET 
‘During the same period, the number ofsea- products and services_such as phone banking, 
based workers rose oy 5.9 percent to 41,595.  imere/online baking and bils payment ser- 
Tie increased ‘deployment of highly vies epecfcaly in Hong Kong, the United 
skilled, dus higher paid, land based workers ору 


WHATS DONATION FROM VIENNA Teese 
INSIDE (See sock market reporton Page B) 


вст МЕТ 3 to get 48 Austrian trains srg ree 


padng Be cont higher yesterday, on lastminute 
sales growe By Daxim L. Lucas 48 light rail vehicles (LRVs), which will be Undersecretary Guiling A. Mamondiong and Vi- bargain hunting wit investors 
ı in Asia Pacific ыо boust the capacity ofthe MRT Line 3 enna Vice Mayor Sepp Rieder last April 4, 2006. Squaing of postions on the eve of 
/B2 THE CITY GOVERNMENT OF VIENNA, AUS- that runs along Edsa. Castañares said the used LRVs would be  'PelongEasterweekend, dealers sald. 
[B2 TH OT donate he second hand taint the “The first units wil start arriving by Decem- used to increase MRT-'s capacity, which isal- TOS Oey aged because of 
| RPtoretire Philippines as part of the expansion program Бе” Transportation Assistant Secretary Robert ready heavily taxed with the existing rider- HAN Lo orn erer i 
$4llMin ofthe Мето Rail Transit (MRT) system, вс. R Castañares said in a recent press briefing. ship level нден аныны 
Brad cording to a ranking transportation official. “The trains are stil in use in Austria now” ‘The MRT3 system ferries dose to halfa FZ. блуз һо fa 
ге Under the scheme, the Viennese local gov- А memorandum of understanding sealing million commuters a day along the length of — " ж 
onds /Вб ernment will donate in several batches up to thé deal was Signed between Transportation 7 MRT 3/82 


SRI cotteport. 
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pu All authorized The BMW XTour. The thrill of the drive. 
P4 BMW Dealerships 


4 What's behind a great drive? On the fairways, the right equipment, and on the highways, the right vehicle spells the difference. 
April 1 to 30, 2006 


The BMW XTour offers the thrill of the drive with: 
+ A 0% Interest plan on the BMW X5 and the BMW X3 for a 50% downpayment, extended 24-month term. 


< Or the option of a BMW X5 or a BMW X3 fitted with high performance aerodynamic kits, loaded with a set of 
precision-based Mizuno golf clubs and an all-weather golf bag, at no added cost. 

'PerDTENCR Permit No, 2153, Suis of 2008, { 

| 


» Chance to win a Mizuno golf set and a golf weekend for every BMW X5 or BMW X3 test drive. 


i 
1 
1 


The thrill of the drive awaits at all authorized BMW dealerships. 
E ОРУ Me ҮЛ) 


m fa 2 GTZ «Aer BMW o anes Pak, Conmec Мети, Atang, Atri I 
LL дай Mask дї ee ane : " : ETT Ferman tres cx Pat Ob IY PaA SESE 
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San Miguel to consolidate 
South China beer operations 


Cut costs, improve efficiencies 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


SÀN MIGUEL CORP IS CONSOLIDATING ITS 
operations in South China this year to reduce 
production costs, an Inqum source said. 

1а line with this, San Miguel will close one 
‘of its two breweries in Guangdong 
province—Guangzhou San Miguel Brewery 
Co. Ltd. and San Miguel (Guangdong) Brew- 
уші. 

While the Guangzhou brewery incurred 
‘operating loss in 2005, the Guangdong brew- 
егу has been posting healthy volume and rev- 
enue growths as a result of San Miguel's ef- 
forts to improve the market position of the 
Dragon Beer brand, San Miguel told the Secu- 
ies and Exchange Commission (SEC) re- 
cently. 

San Miguel said Guangzhou San Miguel 
Brewery operating loss in 2005 was due to 
the company’s shift to lower priced brands, 
and the higher marketing costs incurred in 
building that brand and enhancing its com- 
petitiveness. 

Sources said a oné-time "impairment" 
tharge of roughly $35 million would be 
booked as a result of the consolidation of the 
breweries in South China, which was expect- 
ied to improve efficiencies in San Miguel's 

‘South China operations. 

The food and beverage giant is restructu 
ing its South China operations and will ratio- 
nalize production capacities in the area. Ef- 
forts will also be focused on reinforcing its 
brand and strengthening sales and distribu- 


PSE's 2-month 
profit hits P41M 


\ THE PHILIPPINE STOCK EXCHANGE SAID ITS 
net income hit P40.99 million in the first two 
months of the year on an operating income of 
P45.6 million. 

"The PSE did not make available compara- 
tive figures but said the two-month profit was 
more than half of the three-month income 
posted last year of P72.2 million. 

PSE president Francis Lim said he was up- 
beat on this years market prospects given 

+ public offerings held early this year. 

“I think we are off to a good start, especially 

> with the P8.5 Боп inal public offering of First 
Generation Corp. and the P10 4-bilion additional 
{isting of Universal Robina Corp,” Lim said. 

"The PSE also said it was looking forward to 
more IPOs this year such as the announced 

lan of online broker CitisecOnline.Com to 

loid a public offering by June this year 

CidsecOnline will raise P165 million from 
the planned IPO. It plans to offer 110 million 
shares at P1 to P1.50 per share. 

CitisecOnline is expected to qualify for list- 
ing under the PSE's small and medium enter- 
prises board. 

To boost the bourses performance this 
yèar, Lim said the PSE inked an agreement 
‘with the Board of Investments to hasten the 
listing of qualified -BOLregistered firms, 
which are required to list atleast 10 percent 
of their stocks within 10 years of their BOI 
registration. Elizabeth L. Sanches 


Macondray Plastics 
income up 8.7% 


:DAVAO-BASED MACONDRAY PLASTICS SAID 
2005 net income grew 8.7 percent to P24.4 
million largely due to an increase in sales vol- 
‘umes, a financial report filed with the Secur- 
ties and Exchange Commission showed. 

Macondray of the Lorenzo family supplies 

, products and services mainly to the banana- 
growing and export industry in Mindanao, 
particularly companies under the Lapanday 
‘Group. It also produces an average of 130 
‘metric tons of blown film plastic products, 
mostly seed bags and export packaging bags. 

Sales in 2005 grew 29 percent to P345 mil- 
lon last year from P267 million in 2004. Rev- 
enues generated from the cultivation of ba- 
manas accounted for 37.4 percent of total rev- 
entes last year. 

Export sales contributed 29.2 percent of 
the total revenue or P100.9 million. 

Revenues generated from agricultural ex- 
ports rose 17.3 percent due to an 11-percent 
increase in volume and 5.6 -percen hike in 
average selling prices. 

Revenues generated from the sale of plastic 
products for the banana industry grew 19.4 
percent with an increase in average selling 
prices. Elizabeth L. Sanches 


OFW ce 


States, aly and the UK as well as strengthened 
tie-ups with foreign money transfer agents and. 
‘non-bank channels the BSP sad. 

. The major sources of remittances remained 
‘to be the United States, Saudi Arabia, пај, 
‘Japan, Hong Kong, the United Kingdom, the 
‘United Arab Emirates and Singapore. 

The BSP said the government was pursuing 
programs that would strengthen workers 
technical training and education to enhance 
job-skils matching. 

‘There are about eight million OFWs or 
about 10 percent of the population, of which 
ı three million are permanent residents. 


tion networks. 

"With the single exception of Guangzhou. 
San Miguel Brewery, our beer operations in 
North and South China, including Hong Kong 
have done reasonably well 

In the meantime, San Miguel reported а 
14-percent increase in its international beer 
sales in the first two months of the year on 
strong results posted by the China opera- 
tions. 

It said revenues from international beer op- 
erations were up 6 percent to $43.1 million 
оп sales of 6.97 million cases as of end-Febru- 
ary Sales in northern China were up 37 per- 
cent, driven mainly by San Miguel's “Blue 
Star" brand. 

Sales in Guangzhou, meanwhile, recovered 
in February through an “under-the-crown” 
promo and implementation of a new sales 
structure. 

Tn Hong Kong, sales were up from last year 
although these were skewed toward economy 
brands and export segments. 

Sales in Australia were the same as last 
year, as San Miguel had to deal with heavy 
competitor discounting and a recent excise 
tax hike. 

With San Miguel subsidiary J. Boag & Son 
not joining the price wars, volume shordall 
had been offset by better average selling 

ices. 

Sales in Indonesia in two months fell 7 per- 
cent due to a drop in January volumes follow- 
ing a price hike in December to cover for a 
130-percent increase in fuel costs. 


Lepanto pays 
$3-M loan from 
Canadian firm 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


LISTED MINING FIRM LEPANTO CONSOLIDAT- 
ей Mining Со. said it ad paid its $2-milion Joan 
from Ivanhoe Mines Ld. 

This freed Lepanto from a binding agree- 
ment that gave Ivanhoe the priority right to 
acquire Lepanto's stakes in mining assets in 
the Philippines, according to company vice 
president and assistant corporate secretary 
Lourdes Javier 

in an interview, Javier said Lepanto would 
‘now have more room to negotiate with other in- 
vestors for its mining interests in the county. 

The loan from Ivanhoe Mines was payable 
in six months with a 3-percent interest per 
year. The Canadian firm's priority right was 
also good for six months, Lepanto said in a 
disclosure to the Philippine Stock Exchange. 
"The Canadian firm, however, did not express 
interest in any of Lepanto's mining assets dur- 
ing the period, sources said. 

in the same disclosure to the exchange, 
Lepanto said it had earmarked some P653 
million for capital expenditures this year The 
amount was intended for mine development 
and purchase of mining equipment. 

“The capex program would allow the com- 
pany to improve production and liquidity. 


PROJECTED first semester growth of 12 percent may be slower than last year’s 14.5 percent 


but it remains among the highest in the region. 


RP China seen leading retail 
sales growth in Asia Pacific 


RETAIL SALES GROWTH ACROSS MOST ASIA. 
Pacific markets is expected to weaken in the 
first half of 2006, according to the latest Mas- 
terindex™ of Retail forecast released by Master- 
Card International 

"Ten out of the 12 Asia-Pacific markets includ. 
ed inthe report are predicted to see growth of 
retail sales slow down in the first half of 2006. 
Only Hong Kong and Japan are expected to 
show higher year-on-year growth of 42 percent 
and 3 percent, respectively. 

‘China and the Philippines will take the lead 
with double-digit growth, both at 12 percent, 
in the first six months, followed by Malaysia 
(8.8 percent) and Singapore (7.5 percent). The 
less bullish markets and their respective sales 
growth projections include Thailand (4 per- 
Cent), Indonesia (3.9 percent), New Zealand 
(3.6 percent), Taiwan (29 percent), Australia 
(2.5 percent) and Korea (2.3 percent). 

The expected six-month sales growth of 12 
percent in the Philippines was, however, slower 
than the year-ago level of 14.5 percent. Sales 
growth in China last year was 13.2 percent. 

“The projected slowdown in retail sales 
growth in Asia is not surprising given the 
steadily rising interest rates, higher world 
price of oil and the continuing uncertainty due 
fo the bird fu and persistent terrorism 
threats,” said Yuwa Hedrick Wong, economic 


MRT 3 to get 


Edsa. Conditions onboard the trains are espe- 
cially cramped during morning and evening 
rush hours. 

Castañares said that while the Austrian 
trains would be handed over in good condi- 
tion, the transportation department would 
take no chances and invest heavily in ensur- 
ing the safety of the second-hand units. 

“Well be spending about $500,000 to re- 
furbish each car; he said. “The money will 
‘come from the DOTC's budget.” 

‘Assuming that the refurbishing costs will 
stay within budget, the government will 
spend a total of $24 million—about P1.2 bil- 
lion at present exchange rates—to ensure the 
good running condition of the trains. 

‘The DOTC official pointed out that refur- 
Dishing second-hand LRVs was still cheaper 
than buying new ones, which cost at least $2 
million per car 


adviser to MasterCard in Asia-Pacific. 

“The interest rate cycle wil likely peak by mid- 
2006 and we should see a stronger showing in 
retail sales by the end ofthis year; he added. 

Conducted twice a year in June and De- 
cember, the Masterindex of Retail was 
launched in June 2003 by MasterCard as part 
ofits knowledge leadership initiatives in Asia- 
Pacific. Combining 10 years of retail sales da- 
ta, factoring in the secular trend of growth of 
the retail industry, and using the Mesterindex 
of Consumer Confidence as an independent 
variable, it provides six-month forecasts of re- 
tail sales growth in 12 markets: Australia, 
China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, 
Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Sin- 
Zapore, Taiwan and Thailand. 

Itis among MasterCard's Masterindex suite. 
of research products. The others include: 

* The flagship Masterindex of Consumer 
Confidence, the region's most comprehensive 
and longest running consumer sentiment sur- 


vex 

© The Masterindex of Travel, which com- 
bines outbound travel forecasts for the region. 
with a survey of Asian travelers’ lifestyle 
trends. 

ө The Masterindex of Women's Advance- 
ment, which compares the socioeconomic 
level of women to men. 


From page Bl 


Refurbishing work on the LRVs will be done 
in the Philippines using MRT s own facilities. 

Given that the train will be delivered in 
batches as they are retired from service in Vi- 
‘enna, Castañares estimated that it would take 
12 months to complete the refurbishing of the 
entire 48-train fleet. 

The new units will provide a significant. 
boost to МЕТ ЗУ existing capacity. At present, 
the system has 72 Czech-made trains, of 
‘which 60 are normally operating in three-car 
configurations. 

‘This means that passengers normally have 
to wait at least three minutes at stations in be- 
tween trains. Castañares said the additional 
units would cut the time gap between trains 
to only wo minutes. 

"The travel time will not be cut significant- 
Jy but it will help ease the congestion prob- 
lem," he said 


(sot Apc 12, 206) 
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Mining lifts stocks 


The broader all-shares index 
ended down a marginal 0.07 
pointto 1,101.11. 

Gainers outnumbered losers 
61 to 33, while 49 stocks ended 
unchanged. Volume was 5.38 bil- 


lion shares worth P1.2 billion. 


Financial markets wil be 


closed today and Friday for pub- 
lic holidays and will reopen on 
Monday. 

"We will likely see more activities 
after the break as investors accumu- 
late shares ahead of first-quarter 
eamings results” said Astro del 
Castillo of Firs Grade Holdings. AFP 
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through 
$600 mark 


NEW YORK—GOLD BULLION 
nudged through the $600 per 
‘ounce barrier for the first time in 
а quarter century on Tuesday, 
prompting investors to ask: Can 
$800, or even $1,000 gold, be far 
behind? 

Most analysts agreed that once 
the precious metal broke the psy- 
chological mark, it would likely 
keep going. But they were divid- 
ed over whether gold mining 
company stocks would be as at 
tractive as owning bullion. 

"They noted that the big gold 
miners, like Newmont Mining 
and Barrick Gold, have failed to 
See their share prices keep pace 
‘with the steady rise in gold. 

Instead, investors are flocking 
to smaller so-called "junior" gold 
companies that are involved in 
exploration 

"Gold will go dramatically 
higher, its stil early" said Peter 
Schiff, chief executive of Euro Pa- 
cific Capital, a brokerage based in 
Newport Beach, California. "Will 
it reach $800? Yes, $1,000? Yes. 
$2,000? Yes. It has nowhere to go 
but up, but it depends on how far 
the dollar and other currencies 
willbe devalued.” 

"The momentum for the com- 
тойу В going up and if spot 
prices break the $600 mark, they 
Will probably continue to go up,” 
said Victor Flores, an analyst with 
HSBC Securities, 

Peter Spina, who operates an in- 
yestor web site, goldseek com, said 
in the short-term there was likely 
to be correction as the market was 
a line over extended, with physi- 
cal demand from India, the worlds 
top cons 
Jewelry, “drying up at these prices.” 

On world markets on Tuesday, 
gold bullion rose as high as 
$$604—a level not seen since De- 
cember 1980, when Jimmy 
Carer was president—before 
easing in New York 

Schiff said he was mot sur- 
prised. 

“Tes about time,” said Schiff. 1 
have been buying gold for six 
years and have no intention of 
Slowing down now. I don't think 
the explosion (in price) really re- 
fects what is happening with pa 
per currencies. Currencies are 
losing value and will continue to 
dosoata rapid pace.” 

"There is a lot of speculative 
fever returning to the sector” 
Spina said, adding that traffic on 
goldseek.com was up some 250 
percentin the last year Reuters 


WASHINGTON—THE UNITED 
States has won a string of com- 
mitments from China aimed at 
narrowing a record trade gap, but 
US industry groups said the real 
test could come next week in 
talks between Chinese President 
Hu Jintao and President George 
W Bush over China's currency 
system. 

Ahead of the discussions on 
April 20, top economic officials 
from both countries struck a se- 
ties of deals on Tuesday in which 
China pledged to lift its ban on 
‘American beef, to crack down on 
the sale of pirated computer soft- 
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ware and to begin negotiations 
on allowing foreign firms to com- 

pete for Chinese government 
contracts. 

American industry groups 
were generally pleased with the. 
results of an annual meeting of 
the Joint Commission on Com- 
merce and Trade, which was cre- 
ated in 1983 to resolve trade fric- 
tions between the two nations. 

Frank Vargo, vice president for 
international trade at the Nation- 
al Association of Manufacturers, 
called the deals announced Tues- 
day "incremental contributions to 
the removal of trade obstacles.” 


Gold breaks US, China reach deals meant to narrow 


But Vargo said he was hopeful 
that they will set the stage for a 
significant breakthrough during 
the Bush-Hu summit next week 
оп the issue of currency. 

American manufacturers con- 
tend that China is depressing the. 
value of its currency by as much 
as 40 percent to make Chinese 
goods cheaper for US consumers 
and American products more ex- 
pensive in China. 

While China has allowed the 
value of the yuan to rise by a itle 
‘over 3 percent in the past year, US 
companies contend the Chinese 
are going far too slowly in dealing 


An attendant changes the sign at a Mobil station he works at in Washington. Pump prices for gasoline are 
rising with the temperature, and likely will average about 25 cents a gallon more than last summer, the 


US government estimates. 


Chinese think tank 
warns of deflation 


‘SHANGHAI—CHINA FACES THE 
specter of deflation within the 
next two years if overcapacity 
continues to swamp domestic de- 
mand, a government economist 
warned. 

Raw materials and power 
prices are rising but downstream 
demand is insufficient to satisfy 
the excess supply from the indus- 
trial sector, said Zhang Hanya of 
the Academy of Macroeconomic 
Research at the National Devel- 
‘opment and Reform Commission, 
the nation's top economic plan- 
ning body. 

"If the contradiction between. 
the rising prices of raw materi- 
als caused by upstream monop- 
olies and the inability to raise 
downstream prices due to com- 
petition is not resolved, CPI will 
continue to fall,” Zhang said ina 


report published in the China 
Securities Journal on Wednes- 
дау. “Drops like this will lead to 
deflation within one or two 
years.” 

The NDRC has repeatedly 
warned over the last year of over- 
capacity in about a dozen sectors, 
including property, cement, steel, 
autos, and metal smelters. 

Rapid expansions have raised 
the prices of commodities worid- 
wide, while increasing the toll of 
pollution in China, and the strug- 
gle to зей the resulting output has 
caused trade disputes, erased 
profit margins and carries the risk 
of defaulted loans, bankruptcies 
and unemployment. 

‘Annual consumer inflation in 
China was 0.9 percent in Febru- 
ary and 1.9 percent in January 
Reuters 


with what could make a big differ- 
ence in narrowing the trade gap. 

Bush, citing America’s $202 
billion  (euro16687 billion) 
deficit with China, said Monday 
hewas hopeful that Hu would ad- 
dress the currency issue during 
his visit. 

“The talks on Tuesday were led 
by Commerce Secretary Carlos 
Gutierrez and US Trade Repre- 
sentative Rob Portman, both of 
whom praised the Chinese for the 
‘commitments they did make. 

“In our discussions today 
which were very frank and posi- 
tive, we were able to solve some 


B 


trade gap 


problems," Portman said at a 
Joint closing news conference 

Chinese Vice Premier Wü Yi, 
who led the Chinese delegation, 
said her country has been 
“earnestly implementing” the di- 
rections of China's top leaders to 
boost imports from the Unifed 
States. 

"Wu said that she was traveling 
with a delegation of more thin 
200 Chinese business executives 
with the expectation that ‘they 
will sign 107 contracts to” buy 
5162 billion worth of US prod- 
ucts during stops in a number of 
states AP 


Oil concerns 
push down 
Asia shares 


SINGAPORE—OIL YESTERDAY 
mudged above $69 a barrel on 
worries over a nuclear standoff 
with Iran, which pushed most 
Asian share markets lower. 

The dollar weakened against 
the yen ahead of US trade data. 

In Asian stock markets, tech- 
nology companies and exporters, 
such as Toyota Motor Corp., fell 
оп concerns the US Federal Re- 
serve would continue to lift inter- 
est rates in the world's largest 
‘economy as costs rise from soar- 
ingoil prices. 

Higher rates curb consumption 
and add to borrowing cost. 

Financial bookmakers predict 
the FTSE 100 will edge up 7-10 
points in early trade from its fin- 
ish at 6,016.5 on Tuesday. 

Masatoshi Sato, а senior 
strategist at Mizuho Investors 
Securities, said an unexpected 
rise in tensions over Iran's nu- 
clear program, which have 
helped send oil prices above $69 
a barrel, cast a shadow over the 
US stock market and, as a result, 
prompted profit-taking оп 
Japanese shares. 

"The Tokyo market has gone 
too far too fast and looked a little 
bit overstretched,” Sato said. 

‘Tokyo's benchmark Nikkei av- 
erage fell for a third straight ses- 
sion, ending 1.47 percent lower 
at 17,162.55. The broader Topix 
index eased 154 percent to 
1,742.89. 


The MSCI's index of non-Japan_ 
Asian shares was down 0.67 per- 
cent by 0500 GMT. 

Hong Kongs Hang Seng was 
trading 09 percent lower and 
Australian stocks ended nearly 1 
percent down. 

South Korea's main index in- 
ished 0.18 percent lower. 

But Taiwan shares climbed 
06 percent, reversing earlier 
losses as technology shares such 
as Taiwan Semiconductor Mahu- 
facturing Co, the worlds largest 
contract chip maker, rose more 
than 1 percent. 

The dollar cased, slipping fur- 
ther Hom a one-month high 
against the yen as dealers grew 
Cautious about buying the US 
currency ahead of trade deficit 
data due later in the session. 

Iran's announcement that it 
had joined the group of countries 
possessing nuclear technology al- 
5o weighed on the dollar 

By 0600 GMT, the dollar was 
buying 118.20 yen, down slightly 
from around 118.30 yen in late 
US trade on Tuesday and sticking 
tothe 115.50-119.50 yen range it 
has been trapped in since end- 
January. The euro was ш. 
changed around $1 2145. 

Crude oi rose 7 cents io 
56925 by 0610 GMT after risihg 
toa seven-month high the day b 
fore on rising tensions over Ira 
nuclear program and supply dis 
ruptionsinNigeria. Reuters 


Top economies urged to let currencies strengthen 


GREENSPAN 


SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA—FOR- 
mer US central bank chief Alan 
Greenspan yesterday said that 
global economic imbalances 
might improve if some high- 
growth economies would allow 
their currencies to strengthen. 

“World equilibrium is probably 
Detter reached by allowing a num- 
ber of these countries, which are 
showing extraordinary economic 
growth, and really, in many cases, 
twice the growth of the developed 
nations, and allow currencies to 
firm,” the former US Federal Re- 
serve chairman said in an address 
toa conference in Seoul sponsored 
by the Financial Times newspaper. 

Greenspan spoke via satelite 
from the United States. He didn’t 
specify the economies by name, 
but was responding to a question 
about the accumulation of vast 
amounts of foreign reserves by 
Asian countries including China, 
Japan and South Korea. 


Policy shift seen good for Japan, bad for the world 


TOKYO—IMAGINE А BANK 
that doles out loans but charges 
по interest. For five years, that’s 
what Japan has been for the 
world ‘economy—an all-purpose 
lender with nextto-nothing bor- 
rowing costs thanks to the central 
bank's zero interest rate policy. 

‘The trend helped pump up 
economies, stocks and foreign 
currencies from America to Aus- 
tralia. But concerns are mounting 
it could all unravel on a global 
scale with the Bank of Japan's de- 
cision last month to finally tight- 
en the taps on all the easy money. 

Acriskisa flow of funds known. 
as the carry trade, an investment. 
strategy that has lured people to 
Japan to borrow money on the 
‘cheap and invest it overseas for 
higher returns. 

No one is sure how much mon- 


ey is at stake, but economists say 
stopping the flow could prompt 
global investors to sell their hold- 
ings of stocks, bonds and other 
assets outside Japan, particularly 
inthe United States. 

‘That could weaken the dollar, 
push up yields on US Treasury 
‘bonds and boost interest rates in 
the United States and Europe. 

The carry trade is driven by the 
gap between near-zero percent 
interest rates in Japan and higher 
rates elsewhere in the world. 

In an attempt to bail the 
world's second-largest economy 
ош of more than a decade of dol- 
drums, the BOJ implemented a 
super loose monetary policy five 
years ago to make it easy for com- 
panies to borrow funds. 

Not only did the central bank 
hold interest rates close to zero 


percent, it flooded commercial 
banks with about 35 trillion yen 
(US$295 billion; euro244 billion) 
їп daily liquidity, nearly six times 
the amount banks actually need- 
ed, by many economists est 
mates. 

Оп March 9, however, the ВОЛ 
declared Japan's economy is back 
on track and soon ready for high- 
ег interest rates—a trend that 
will squeeze the profit margin, ог 
spread, on carry trades, making 
them riskier and less attractive. 

es hard to know to what de- 
gree—and where—investors will 
move their money, but many ex- 
pens believe that US markets 
‘could suffer as a result. 

"What everyone is worried about 
is the whole regime will бваррев 
said David Bloom, a currency ana- 
lyst at HSBC in London. "At some 


point this whole carry trade situa- 
tion wil end. The point is whether 
thisis the catalyst” 

їп а sign that investors are al- 
ready reacting to the shift, the yield 
оп Japans 10-year govemment 
bond has climbed to around 19 
percent from 1.6 percent since the 
BOSS announcement last month. 

Big change may stil be some 
time down the road, however, be- 
cause the gap berween Japanese 
and US rates is still big and likely. 
to remain that way. Most expect. 
the BOJ to wait until summer or 
later to raise rates, and then oniy 
bump them to 0.25 percent. 

ВОЈ Gow Toshihiko Fukui has 
pledged to make Japan's transition 
gradual so as not to rattle markets. 
But analysts say clear communica- 
tion from the BOJ about the next 
step will be crucial. AP 


“1 realize what that does to 
competitiveness, but that’s the 
way markers work efficiently" 
Greenspan said. "In other words, 
to prevent the exchange rates 
from moving creates all sorts of 
distortions.” 

Greenspan, who led the Feder- 
al Reserve from 1987 ший his re- 
tirement early this year, presided 
over an era of low inflation, low 
unemployment and the longest 
‘economic expansion in US histo- 
ту—а decade of uninterrupted 
growth from March 1991 to 
March 2001. 

Greenspan, however, said he 
doubted the economies of Asia 
could formally agree on ways to 
work together to allow their cur- 
rencies to strengthen in tander 

"My judgment would be its 
very difficult to get an agreement 
between a number of major coun- 
tries who have their own domes- 
tic political adjustments to make 


and find that there is a single ай- 
on which all could 


Persistent worries over grow. 
ing US budget and current ac- 
count deficits have led some in 
Washington to call for US trade 
partners, including China, to al 
low their currencies to strengthen 
against the dollar. 

"That could cause their prod- 
ucts to become more expensivé in. 
the United States while making 
US goods cheaper in their mar- 
kets, thus helping to even out'the 
trade balance. 

China, the words fastest 
growing major economy has 
Tacked up growth rates of more 
than 9 percent for years and ex 
panded 9.9 percent last year. ‚ 

Last year’s budget deficit çame 
10 $319 billion (euro262 billion) 
ап improvement from 2004 but 
still the third largest deficit ever 
recorded, АР 
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Urvan force felt in Cabanatuan 


А MASSIVE CONVOY OF 65 NIS- 
san Urvan service shuttles paraded 
the streets of Cabanatuan City, 
Nueva Ecija last March 14, kick- 
starting the launch of Nissan's Ur 
Van, Ur Business held at Royce Mo- 
tors Sentra Inc (RMS. 

Ur Van, Ur Business is a program 
conceived by Universal Motors 
Corp (UMC) to promote Filipino 
self-sufficiency by encouraging en- 
terprising Pinoys to go into busi- 
ness using the Nissan Urvan. 

"rhe Urvan is not only for family 
use, it's for business as well," said 
RMSI president Vicky Gaetos in her 
speech, explaining the merits of 
owning an Urvan. “This is a good 
way to supplement your income," 
she added. 

Briefly after Gaetos's speech, 


UMC SVP for marketing, Elizabeth 
Lee further discussed Ur Van, Ur 
Business, She said that for the 
country to succeed and grow, it 
needs patriots - especially during 
these trying times. Ur Van, Ur Busi- 
ness is UMC's response to this need. 
‘She said that the program calls on 
to that little voice inside all of us 
that says “we can do this." She also 
said that there is still hope, that in 
being an entrepreneur, you become 
a patriot who helps the country's 
economy and your fellow Filipinos, 
especially the downtrodden. 

Also present during the launch 
was Nueva Ecija provincial gover- 
mor Tomas Joson Ш who talked 
about the government's thrust on 
road safety by educating drivers on 
proper road etiquette. His speech 


was soon followed by a ceremonial 
turn-over of 5 Nissan Urvan ambu- 
lances to the Nueva Ecija Provincial 
Government 

ОМС Nissan Urvan isa very ver- 
satile business partner. It comes i 
12, 15, and 18 seater designs and 
features very spacious leg space 
plus a dual air-conditioning sys- 
tem, thus giving maximum comfort 
for all passengers. And with its re- 
clining seats and adjustable head- 
rests, passengers need not worry 
about posture and back problems. 
Its 2.7 liter diesel engine provides 
that extra boost for cruising and ac- 
celeration. 

Get a Nissan Urvan now and be- 
come a driving force for the coun- 
try. Just visit a Nissan dealer near 
you. 


Summer adventures at Tumble Tots 


UK-BASED INTERNATIONAL PRE- 
school Tumble Tots Philippines is of 
fering a summer enrichment fun 
courses for children 1.5 to five years 
old. 

"The "Tumble Tots Summer Adven- 
ture" will run from April 17 to May 12 
and is designed to enhance the social 
skills of children and develop their 
positive personality traits. 

"The courses are Look What I Can 
Do! for kids 1.5 to 2.5 years old, All 
About Me for 2.5 to 3.5 years old, and 
What a Wonderful World! for 3.6 to 
five years old. 

Look What Сап Do will develop а 
child's independence through fun 
and exciting activities that are mean- 
ingful to him. The child will learn to 
explore what he can do with his body, 
practice self-help skills, and make 
new friends while engaging in story- 
telling, painting, food experience, ac 
tive play and other outdoor activities. 

‘All About Me will teach a child to 
express his individuality while learn- 
ing how to work with other children, 
handle differences and participate in 
group activities. Storytelling, litera- 
ture, crafts, active play and other out- 
door activities will help him develop. 
his cognitive and language skills, cre- 
ativity and self-confidence. 

What a Wonderful World! is а liter- 
ature-based program — designed 
around renowned children’s story 
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Holy Week specials at Café Adriatico 

LIC RESTAURANT GROUP'S CAFE ADRIATICO (MALATE, GATEWAY, EAST- 
wood and Westgate) has prepared Holy Week specials for hose who are not 
going out tothe beach to enjoy the tranquil cty atmosphere this week Ba- 
{lao Espafiola -а Holy Week staple, salted codfish slowly simmered in 
tomatoes wih white wine and olives: and Scampi Palermo in Cafê Adriatico 
"aby prawns fmbéed wilh talan ови; to a juicy pink perfection. 


Easter Sunday treats for kids at Chili's 
CALLING ALL THE YOUNG AND THE YOUNG AT 

eat Chis в ving you ai to a ийа Easter 

Sunday celebration on Art 16. Be prepared to be 

Served with a good ima. Chi's Gi and Bar 

Restaurant has prepared a fun filed day for Kits. To 

‘Sarthe bal rong, Chills vi have an Easter Egg. 

funt that wil certainly keep hese young felows 

busy exploring tne restaurant for hidden egos. Up. 

tor gabs are stuffed bunnies and Easter eggs wth 

tier candies or smoothies inside. The atter, bow- 

ever, is oniy good whe supple last so come in 

Sar. Cs serves fun, resh and avortul erns that keep guests coming 
ack tor more. Their signature tems ike the famous double bested Baby Back 
Fibs, sizing alas, Big Mouth Burgers, riled steaks, Boneless Buffalo 
‘Wings, and Southwestern Eggrots are constant favoritas. Tats because 
{Chis always puts an interesting twist on the familar At Chi's, good food and 
$ good time are served al the time. A of C's branches wil be open on 
‘Maundy Thursday and Black Saturday to serve your dining needs. 


books, with different areas of leam- 
ing extended from the story This will 
lead a child to a journey of discovery 
and exploration through stimulating 
and engaging activities that include 
storytelling, cooking, arts and crafts, 
‘movement, and active play, among 


Tumble Tots is located at the 
ground floor of Technoplaza I at East- 
‘wood City Cyberpark in Libis, Que- 
zon City (tel. nos. 687-6793, 687- 
6375, 0917-7010097), and along 
Mabini St., Davao City (tel. no. 082- 


Dyan Joyce Bian- Cortez, manag- 
ing director of Tumble Tots, says they 
are also offering the Children's Musi 
cal Theater in partnership with the 
‘Trumpets Playshop for children 4-12 


"Tumble Tots focuses on the intel- 
lectual and motor skills development 
of children between six months and 
six years old. Our program is de- 
signed to develop a child's positive 
personality traits of self confidence, 
self esteem, self discipline and inde- 
pendence, thus enhancing their per- 
sonal and social skills and their suc- 
cess in life later,” Cortez explained. 
“The teachers nurture and moti- 
vate my child to explore and do 
things by himself. He has already de- 
veloped the "I Can” attitude. By cor 
stantly praising my child for a "good 


"fake home alive Easter Bunny, 


courtesy of Teriyaki Boy 

KIOS AND TWEENS WILL HAVE SOMETHING MORE TO LOOK FORWARD 
to come Easter Sunday - Ive Easter bunnies to cuddle and tke home at 
‘participating Teriyaki Boy Outlets. As has been their tradition since 2003, 
The restaurant chain known for bringing Japan to your dining experience, is 
эдип offering chidren aged 3 to 12 years, a chance to win a real Ive bunny 
‘then they dine in participating Teriyakî Boy outlets on Easter Sunday, April 
Yê Ghlaren wil automaticaly be asked to draw trom a basket of toy Easter 
вода containing prizes that Include Меў chocolates, tuted toy rabbits 
Wel as the real breathing animal. Live Easter bunnies wil be given away on 
Sunday, Apri 16, at al Teriyaki Boy outlets excapt at the Promenade- 
Greens Shopping Canter and Gateway Май п Cubao, Quezon Cy. 
There are 12 convortety-ocated Teriyaki Boy outlets throughout Metro 
Manila and one in Baguio. Ther new branches atthe Paseo Conter in 
Makati and Harbor View in Manila open on Wednesday, Apri! 19. 


job", it has boost my child's confi- 
dence and self esteem. From a shy 
hild, Lance is now a bubbly, happy 
child,” says Mommy Henie. 

“When we finally showed up for 
Naomis first day, my wife and 1 were 
asked to take partin our baby's activi- 
Чез. These entailed a lot of singing, 
active play (walking on planks, 
crawling in tunnels, etc.) and, of 
‘course, reading books. Apparently, 
over the weeks she has been regularly 
attending her sessions, I can see great 
changes in my child's attitude and 
dispositions. Her self-confidence was 
heightened tenfoldi,” says daddy 
Norman Petel of his one year old 
daughter at Tumble Tots. 

то Shawie Fajardo, Tumble Tots 
ваз improved the listening skills and 
imagination of her two-year-old son, 
Joaqui, who now wants to read books 
and have his parents read them aloud 
tohim. 

These are just some of the com- 
ments of happy parents whose chil 
dren are enrolled with Tumble Tots, 
according to Dyan. 

“A child learns best through play, 
which is the language of childhood. 
‘This helps him/her develop concepts, 
understand how things and ideas are 
connected and develop basic skills in 
reading, writing and communica- 
tion," Dyan says of the Tumble Tots 
philosophy. 


Fraud-proof 
your business 


YOU MAY NOT KNOW IT, BUT CHANCES 
are, there is some form of fraud happening 
in your business. It could be theft of com- 
pany assets, misappropriations of re 
Sources, financial statement and account- 
ing fraud, publie corruption, taking kick- 
backs or bribes, or just some kind of scam. 
Fraud comes in many forms and is а 
widespread problem that affects practical- 
ly every organization, regardless of size, 
location, or industry 

Fraud steals a company's competitive 
edge. It increases the cost of goods and 

vices which can lead to bani 
The cliché, "An ounce of prevention is 
worth more than a pound of cure" makes 
good business sense. But when prevention. 
is not enough, a business organization 
must take more active steps, such as learn- 
ing how to detect fraud. 

in a pioneering program to help busi- 
nesses both big and small, the Center for 
Global Best Practices (tel. nos. 842-7148 
or 59), in collaboration with Punong- 
bayan & Araullo (P & A), is holding a semi- 
nar entitled, “Preventing and Detecting 
Business Fraud and Theft” scheduled on 
May 11 and 12, at the Peninsula Hotel, 
Makati City. The 2-day seminar will ex- 
pose participants to the many cases and 
Forms of fraud. The event will cover the es- 
sentials in identifying fraud and knowing 
how го prevent it from happening to your 
business. 

"This first and only seminar for the year 
will cover finance, legal, investigative and 
other aspects to fraud-proof your busi- 
ness. The panel of speakers is composed of 
experts in the field of preventing and de- 
tecting fraud, namely, lawyer Elfren 
Meneses, Jr., chief of the anti-fraud divi- 
sion of the National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion, Lilian S. Linsangan, head of P & Аз 
audit division, as well as forensic account- 

g experts led by Juan Carlos Robles, P & 
‘A audit partner; lawyer Charlie Yalung, 
partner at Picazolaw, and Capt. Conrado 
Dumlao, president of Truth Verifier Sys- 
tems which is regarded as the best detec 
tive agency in the Philippines. The semi- 
nar is a CPE-accredited program. 

‘Learn the modus operandi of fraudsters 
and say "No" to being a victim. 


Y 
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‘SOMERSET REACHES OUT TO LEYTE LANDSLIDE VICTIMS 


Ascott once again demonstrates the Heartware 
philosophy of service from the heart and going 
the extra mile when Somerset Serviced Resi 
dences, Philippines goes beyond the walis of 
their three properties in Мака in thelr latest et- 
fort. After a heavy downpour disintegrating a 
‘mountainside in Southern Leyte, a landslide 
burying numerous households and an elemen- 
tary school in the eastern region of the Philip- 
pines ensued. This natural calamity has taken the 
tives of hundreds and left many homeless and in 


E 

KIPLING OPENS AT SM MEGAMALL 
Kipling. опе of the best woman's casual bag 
brand in the world has recently held a grand 

opening and blessing of ts new store at SM 
Megamall. Kipling’ exclusive Philippine distribu- 
tor, Greyhound Marketing Corp, headed by Ko Hu 
‘and Benjamin L. Go; Fr. Mamecio Cuartero and 
Kipling representative from Belgium, Olivia 


need of basic provisions. Somerset Millennium, 
Somerset Olympia and Somerset Salcedo Makati 
thus initiated a three-week donation drive to help 
the unfortunate. Launched in Feb. 23, the Somer- 
sot staff initiated the Leyte Landslide Donation 
Drive and lenta helping hand to the victims of the 
tragedy. Cash donations, and other necessities 
such as canned goods, blankets, old clothes and 
toiletries donated generously were presented to 
the Philippines National Red Cross, who coordi- 
nated the rele efforts for the landslide victims. 


Moule led the ribbon cutting ceremony. Kipling 
offers а wide variety of trendy, unique and fash- 
Tonabie bag designed for women living in harmo- 
my with today's world. Visit and see more of 
Kipling fashion at SM Megamall Mega A Building 
and watch out for Kipling grand opening at SM 
Mall of Asia on May 2008. 


IST PHILIPPINE MT. EVEREST EXPEDITION SUPPORTED BY MOZCOM 


Mazcom recently signed up with the First Phil 
pine Mt Everest Expedition (FPMEE) to be its of- 
ficial ISP and one of ts main supporters in its 
valiant quest to conquer Mt. Everest. The team 
aims to bring glory to the country and lift the spir- 
its of the Fiipinos by showing that all things are 
possible through teamwork and unity. As the offi- 
Tial ISP, Mozcom will develop, maintain and mar- 
ket the official website of the team. It wil also as- 
sist in raising sponsorship funds by selling sou- 
venir shirts and accepting donations through the 
award-winning PayEasy Online Payment System. 
‘While the entire team is expected to cimb Mt. 
Everest in 2007, a reconnaissance party will 
climb by April of 2008. A two-man team is ex- 
pected to reach the summit by May 2006. The ac 
‘vance party has been acclimatizing in Nepal since 
February to give them enough experience in help- 
ing lead the whole team in the Unity Climb in 
2007. Special Edition Mazcom Nitro-Team Ever- 
est prepaid Internet cards will be sod online at 


Asia Pacific College 

(APC) recently ac- 

knowiedged ts tes 

with the Department of 

Education National En- 

sh Proficiency Pro- 

gram (DepEd-NEPP) in 

fine with APCS Indus- 

try-Academe Coopera- 

tive Education (HACE) 

approach through a 

Government-Industry- 

Academe (GIA) Infor 

mation and Communi- 

Tation Technology (ICT) Research and Develop- 
ment program. The inranet-Intemet and mobile- 
based applications аге sets of Integrated ICT mod- 
ules that register, monitor and collate reports of 
NEPP teacher-mentors, which DepED aims to use 
to track down their national intervention program 
in improving teaching competencies of the Ele- 
mentary and Secondary publi school teachers us- 
ing the English language. Al these systems are 
conceptualized, designed, and developed by APCS. 
Computer Science and Information Technology 


THE MCS GOLDEN JUBILIARIANS 
High School Class 1956 of the Malate Catholic 
‘School recently celebrated thelr Golden Jubilee 
simultaneous with the school's Grand Alumni 
Homecoming. Shown in photo are (seated from. 
left): Remedios Ortiz Bieomong, Carta Cartago 
Santiago, Lourdes Dimaano Luciano, Candida La- 
тю, Fernando Mejia, Norma Salanga Mejia, Re- 


the website. Part of the proceeds willbe donated 
o FPMEE, To keep track of the latest news on the 
team, visit www philippine-everest.com, Shown. 
in photo are (from left Mozcom marketing exec- 
vive Jil Legaspi, FPMEE team leader and former 
DOST Usec. Art Valdez sealing the partnership 
with Mozcom COO/CTO Robertson Chiang and 
MF?! president Reggie Pablo, Team FPMEE. 


(CSIT) college students under its innovative Pro- 
ject-Based Learning mode. Shown in photo are of- 
Ticials and staff of DepEd МЕРР and APC, namely 
(seated from let): Nicolas Hadden, English Con- 
‘sultant from the US Embassy, NEPP co-directors 
Dr. Pea Intia and Alice Panares, DepED staff Daisy 
‘Atienza and Alma Apamay, (standing from let: 
CSIT director Dennis Reyes, DepEd Rudy Yaba, 
‘APC ITRG Director Jojo Casillo, APC Natser otil- 
cer Nel Lamera, DepED NEPP Denis Castro, APC 
MIN-EP JV Sayo, and APC Faculty Toti Casino. 


becca Hawkins and Ramona Eribal de Ocampo; 
{standing from lett: Divina Abad Santos, Alberto 
Robles, Rufino Fontella, Meynardo Talo, Arman- 
do Noval, Cesar Ochoa, Venancio Сатаћад, 
Ernesto Abela, Jose ignacio, Rosito Coloma. 
Buenconsejo, Rosalinda Pangilinan Roque and 
Herminia Soriano Thacker. 


1ат the resurrection апа the life. He who believes in те will live, even though 


he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die...” 
John 11:25-26 


D 


Luzviminda Delgado Puno 


Retired Supreme Court Clerk of Court 
and Secretary of the Judicial and Bar Council 


Has completed a victorious life and returned to her Creator on the 


12th day of April, 2006 at the age of 65. 


She is survived by her beloved husband, 
Supreme Court Senior Associate Justice Reynato S. Puno, 


their children, 


Reynato, Jr. and Cheryl Mae, Emmanuel and Rachelle Catherine, 
and Ruth, 
and grandchildren, 
Alessandra Isabelle, Laticia Raquelle and Elijah Rey. 


Her remains lie in state at Chapels 7 to 9 at the Mortuary and Crematory 


of The Heritage Park, Bayani Road, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. 


Interment will be at The Heritage Park on Easter Sunday, 
the 16th of April, 2006, high noon 


after the 10:00 am necrological service at the Mortuary and Crematory. 
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RP to retire $411M in Brady bonds 


Sending positive signal to investors 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT HAS 
firmed up plans to retire up to $411 million 
ог 53 percent of its remaining Brady bonds 
by June, a high-ranking government source 
said. 

The prepayment, of these Bradys 
through call options allows the Philip- 
pines to ride on the sharp peso apprecia- 
Чоп to replicate the external debt manage- 
ment strategy pursued by Latin American 
countries that had bounced back from fis- 
cal woes like Brazil, Mexico and Colom- 
bia. 

‘Following the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas’ 
recent approval to retire part of $774 million 
in outstanding Brady bonds—a bitter re- 
minder of the country’s debt crisis years—the 
Source said an offer had been made for bond- 
holders to sell back these debt paper to the 
government. 

"The call option gave the Philippine gov- 
erment the right (but not the obligation) 
to buy back the bonds within a specific peri- 
od. The next window to call on the remain- 
ing Bradys, the source said, would be by 
2008. 
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"This prepayment will reduce foreign debts 
and send a positive signal to investors," the. 
source said. 

At the same time, the source said the gov- 
ernment would be able to replace the Brady, 
bonds with cheaper funding alternatives. In 
this ease, the government has decided to refi- 
mance the Brady bonds with proceeds from 
domestic borrowings. 

"The Brady bonds have become more ех- 
pensive compared to newer global bond floats 
as interest rate spreads tightened over the 
years following improvements in the govern- 
ments fiscal position. 

Assuming that all investors holding the 
$411 million Bradys for which the Philippines 
issued a call would agree to liquidate their 
"holdings, the source estimated that about 
$300 million worth of collateral consisting of 
zero-coupon US treasury notes would be 
freed up. 

‘The release of the underlying collateral, 
which will revert to the BSP's gross inter- 
national reserves, will minimize the for- 
eign exchange outflows from the buyback 
transaction. To prepay the Bradys, the 
government will purchase dollars from 
the BSP using proceeds from domestic 


borrowings. 

The government had wanted to retire ће 
$774 million in remaining Bradys in full but 
the BSP approved only the buyback of half 
of the bonds to prevent a huge dent on its 
GIR. 

The Philippines issued a total of $4.25 bil- 
lion worth of Brady bonds between 1990 and 
1992 in a debt restructuring program but 
some had been retired in previous bond ex- 
‘change programs. Ив remaining Brady bonds 
"will mature as far ав 2018 but there are 
shorter tenors due within the next three 
years. 

The Brady bonds were named after 
Nicholas Brady, the Treasury chief of the 
United States during the term of President 
Ronald Reagan who proposed the issuance 
of these bonds to help heavily indebted 
countries like the Philippines restructure 
their commercial bank debt starting in the 
1980s. 

Some Latin American countries had used 
the same Brady bond buyback strategy fol- 
lowing strong fiscal improvements. Mexico 
had retired $6.6 billion; Brazil, $6.8 billion, 
and Colombia, $600 million of these Brady 
bonds in recent years. 
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MALAMPAYA rig 


Gov't bucks diversion 
of Malampaya income 


By Michelle V. Remo 


located for energy resource de- 


velopment projects of the Depart 


THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 
has opposed a proposal from 
‘Congress to allocate revenues be- 
ing collected by the national gov. 
ernment from the Malampaya 
natural gas project for the mod- 
'emization of the country's Armed. 
Forces. 

The DOF said the legislative. 
proposal would distort the gov- 
ernment’ expenditure program, 
under which the national govern- 
ments share of income from 
Malampaya has already been al- 
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NOTICE 
Moce is hereby gen that SGG NAUTICAL 
TRANSPORT SERVICES, INC. wih fice address 
Dê Jones Ofc, ah Foor, Salustana Dy Bulking, 
Paseo de Roxas, Makati City is applying fr 
таке wit е Board o imasimens (OO as 
te Operator of ones Passenger Сату 
Vessel on a ton Pioneer Stats wih capaci ol 
18515000 Passengers per year wih рорад о. 
Ja сае o FCI Compound, Road 12, Anonas 
Steot Sta, Mesa, Mania 
Any person wih чам objections on the above: 
feldene projec may не пел oon n wring. 
der oann, ме Bl нида tiree days ноти 
"iet рид. 
(Gad) RUDY в. CARA 
reor 
Project Evin Regisraton Deparment 
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HENRY Р. LANOT 


Congressman, Pasig City (1998 — 2004) 
City Councilor (1992 ~ 1998) 
Оп his 1st Death Anniversary, April 13, 2006 


Schedule of Requiem Masses 


offered for the eternal repose 


of the soul of Henry P. Lanot: 


April 12, 2006 
6200 P.M. .... Immacula 
Bo, Malinao, Pasig City 


6:00 P.M. 


ке Concepcion Pasig Cathedral 


...Sto. Rosario Parish 


Bo. Rosario, Pasig City 


6:00PM. .. San Antoni 


io Abad Parish 


o. Maybunga, Pasig Cty 


April 13, 2006 
10:30AM. 


„5а. Clara de Montefalco Parish 


Bo. Caniogan, Pasig Oty 


We, Zenaida C. Lanot children, Ken, Chri 


jan, Henry IV, Angelique, and daughter- 


пн Rhoda; grandchildren, Allany & Althea; and mother, Marina; and brothers and 
Sisters request aii his loved ones, relatives, friends and pious readers lo join usin prayers 


Tor his bliss and eternal rest. 


We would like to thank everyone, who in one way was touched by the meaningful life 


of Henry (t). 


Our Dearly Beloved Р: 


BITUARIES . 
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We will miss you, Ebo. 


JUARDO Е GALLAR 


August 12, 1936 — April 11, 2006 


His beloved wife Mayet 


hildren Yayen, Jeck & Jun, 


Jelly & Ricky, Enai & Edwin, Ondo & Maan; 
Grandchildren Adelle, Bea, Chino, Dianne, Erin, Panpan, 
Gaea, Hannah, lan, Jeremy and relatives 
request for your prayers for the eternal repose of his soul. 
Body lies at Funeraria Paz, Sucat. 
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Our Dearly Beloved 


PACITA TIMBOL TAYAO 
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EMILIA LAO CHUA 
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‘ment of Energy. 

House Bill No. 4336, authored 
by Rep. Danilo Suarez, will re 
quire the national government to 
place йз share of income from 
Malampaya to the modernization 
of the Armed Forces of the Philip 


‘The national government has a 
6.36-percent share of the gross in- 
come from Malampaya. The rest is 
divided among private-sector con- 
tractors, the local government of 
Palawan and operating costs. 


"The bill will like- 
wise require the na 
tional government to 
earmark all taxes and 
fees it collects from 
Malampaya contrac 
tors—such as branch 
profit tax, corporate 
income tax and гоу- 
alties—for the mod- 
ernization of the АЕР 
The DOF said the 
diversion of tax and 
royalty fee collection 
to the AFP would 
mean revenue loss of 
between P1.2 billion 
and P371 billion, 
which is currently di- 
rected to the national 
government's general 
funds for various ex- 
penditure programs. 


ROLANDO 
PANLAQUIN 
VELEZ 
has peacefully joined 
‘his Creaor last 
March 24, 2006 

at the age 47. 
He is survived by wife 
Elizabeth L. Velez 

ly daughter 
Michelle L. Velez, 


and brothers Totit, 
Chicklet, Bubbles 
sod Randy. 

He was working in 
Japan when he suffered 
‘an Ancurysm attack. 
His remains werê 
‘retuned home to he 
Philippines days after 
tha кейи incident 
and laid to rst on 
April 6, 2006 a the 
San Rafael Cemetery, 
‘Bulacan, 


We design 


OBITUARIES 


for free. 


has peacefully passed onto eternal lie 


Hisloving wife Letty:his children Jun and Ch 
Girlie and John, Bernie and Gladys, 


а May 192610 Apri 2006) 
ay NUT Pencil fle nr Landon 10 April 200a бе a of 79 
"and Jean; grandchildren. Mer loving ede Elo; hres Dios und Bobby Case Lie 
Canine, Padio, Raffy, Die Tricia, Gall, lan, Abby, Maki and say ei иш plan КЫ ed tz төрен os 
Angela, and ali his relatives and. juest the reader to join тере рее Во па чайна eons 
them inthanking God forthe gift of lifeand for ihe hope well have 
that he now enjoys the gift of eternal joy in heaven. 
His body lies in state at Garden of Memories Memorial Chapels, 
Bagong Calzada, Pateros, Metro Manila until Easter Sunday. 
Interment will be on April 16, 2006 at Garden of Memories. 
Memorial Park, after the 940 a.m. funeral mass, 

"A time to be born and tne fo die; tinue o plant, 

‘ada tine to uproot the plant.” Ecclesiastes 3:2 


Her omis iin ише и ве 1л Funeraria Ры, Ше. Arat Avene, 
Quizes Cay. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


In observance of the Holy Week, 
Inquirer branch offices will be closed on 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Black 
Saturday. 


‘Cremation wile held at the La Fara Puz Crematory on Sang, 
еа, м 11:302 


ified Ads requirement 

leds Advertising Hotlin 
HEAD OFFICE : 897-8808 loc. 514, 516; 899-4425; 897-2535; 
897-8425 (Telefax); CUBAO : 912.9008 to 11 (Aurora); 
MAKATI : 892-5578, 811-4361, 811-4370; KALAW : 528-0213, 
527-3342; MEGAMALL : 635-0219. 635-0220. 


Megamall Branch will be open on 
Sunday from 10:00 AM to 9:00 PM. 


Even when Walk through a dark valley, feel no harme For you are at my side, 
‘your rod and staff give те courage? Psalm 23:4 
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ALMOND Crusted ix. 
Salmon Fillet at Old 
‘Swiss nn 


E KNOW, WE KNOW. 
You can only eat so much 
tuna, And if you've had 


sardines for breakfast, chances are 
you can't bear looking at more sar- 
dines for the rest of the day. Here's 
a short list of what the restaurants 
are serving on these meatless holy 
days. 


‘THE OLD SWISS INN'S Lenten specials feature 
fish, clams and crustaceans, The Almond Crusted 
‘Salmon Filetis grilled salmon filet encrusted 
with almond silvers accompanied with asparagus 
‘and beurre-blano sauce. Seashells and Seafood is 
Piping hot tomato-saffron broth with an assort- 
ment of braised seashells and seafood served 
with crusty garlic bread. King Crabs may be. 
steamed, buttered, with black pepper or sweet- 
chil sauce. Tiger King Prawns may be steamed, 
included in sinigang, thermidore or provencale. 
Seafood Jambalaya is а rice meal with shrimps, 
clams and crabmeat, spiced up by Cajun flavor 
ings; while Mariscada is seafood stew of squid, 
mussels, clams, shrimp and fish. Call 
8188251/8180098/ 8121010 


HOTEL PHILIPPINE PLAZA offers a Happy Норру 
Easter package. Take the Easter Sunday brunch at 
Spiral or check in April 9-16 and get tickets to the 
hotel's Easter event, Activities include hourly egg 
hunts, magic show with puppets and exotic bi 
and parlor games. Interactive activities include 
Disney Princess Dress-up Photo booth spon- 
sored by Epson, arts and crafts by Lyra, and face- 
painting. Hera Channel cartoons will also be 
Shown throughout the day. Lots of prizes await 
"winners in different contests. Call 5515555. 


DUSIT HOTEL NIKKO presents Easter Family Fair 
102.m-3 p.m., April 16, at the Grand Ballroom. 
Have an Easter family brunch at The Café buffet at 
950s for adults and P475+ for kids (12 years 
апа below) to geta free access coupon tothe 
event. Or avall of the Easter Room Package (April 
10-18) and get an access coupon. Dine at any of 
the hotel's Aslan specialty restaurants on Aprii 
16. A minimum single purchase worth P950 also 
gets you a coupon to the fair. Parents and 
guardians accompanying kids are free of charge. 
Kids oan enjoy kiddie pariar games, shows, Osh 
Kosh 8'Gosh and Cinderela fashion show, Mer- 
it's art activity, and Easter egg hunt, among oth- 
ers. Prizes in the egg hunt include resort stay at 
the Pear Ferm Beach Resort, Taal Vista, Puerto 
Аш, day tour at The Farm at San Benita and ac- 
‘commadations at Dusit for the family. Call 
8673333. 


THE RICHMONDE GRILL serves an Easter lunch 
buttet for P900 net per person, Inclusive of a tree 
pass to the Easter Sunday Party. Children 5-12 
ears old get a 50-percent discount while kids 4 
Years old and below are froe. The Easter Sunday 
Party, to be held 11:30 2.m.-8 p.m. features 
дате booths, prizes, egg hunt, and magic show 
by Lou Hilario. Also offered are discounts on 
room accommodations til April 23. Kids can [oin 
Easter fun activites. Children 5 years old and be- 
low get a complimentary one-hour GymPlay ac- 
cess at Gymboree Shangri-La Plaza 

Май. Room packages range 

from P2,700+ to P4,500, 

with bigger discounts if 

you stay for three 

nights. Call 6898419. 


PAN PACIFIC MANI- 

LA offers magic. 

shows, egg hunts 

and swimming. 

Those who come in 

costumes can wina 

spacial Easter pack- 

age. The party atthe 

poolside begins at 2 

p.m. Easter loot bags 

fld with candles, 

toys and Pan Pacific Items 

wili be given to all kids Rate 

por adult ls P760» and per child 

18 P550+ (kids 7-12 years ol), 

while 3-6-year-olds got 50-percent dis- 
count. Children 2 years old and below are free 
‘of charge. The package в Inclusive of a kiddie 
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FISH а CO. shines the spotligtit on barramundi, a. 
distant relative ofthe Australian bass, this Lenten 

"Whole, fresh barramundi is steamed in citrus 

nel sauce for a texture that is tender and a fla- 
vor that is sweet and succulent. Other fresh fish 
and seafood dishes аге also available this Lent or 
any time of the year. They include Fish & Chips, 
‘Sweet and Sour Fish, Black Pepper Mahi-Mahi 
Whole Line Fish and Fish Collar. Also available are 
Peri-peri Prawns, Seafood Fondue, Seafood Plat- 
ter, Fresh and Baked Oysters, crabs (with choice 
of black pepper, Portuguese chil and garlic 
Sauce), Fried or Grilled Calamari, mussels (baked 
‘with garlic crust or in garlic and lemon butler), 
Prawn Fritters, Tuna Salad, and pastas like the 
Mussels Pene and Prawn Fettucini. 

Fish & Co. is at the Fun Dining Area, 3/F Greer 
belt, Makati, 7297431/32; and G/F Streetscape, 

Plaza Mall, Mandaluyong City. Call 


CZ CLASSIC CUISINE presents "Sugbahan sa 
C2." The supba food promotion includes grilled 
fresh seafood and meat medley with ether Ensal- 
adang Tagalog or Ensaladang Mangga. C2 also 
offers Pamatid-uhaw drinks like Iced Minty Cu- 
cumber, Kahel Soda and Kiwi Basil Cooler. Offer- 


aster 


THE HERITAGE 
Hotel Manila 


buffet. Call 5350788. 


ing classic Filipino favorites, C2 is atthe 6M. 
‘Shangri-La Mall, Mandaluyong. Сай 
636151071509. 


LIC RESTAURANT Group's Café Havana (Malate, 
(Greenbelt and Cebu), features hearty, healthy and 
delicious selections for the Lenten season. There's 
the Blue Marlin with Боо, pan-fried blue martin 
‘topped with Mexican-stylo capsicum salsa with 
buttered vegetables on the side, and the Blackened 
Salmon Steak, a generous slab of pan-griled 
Saimon steak served with blackened rice in sweet 
paprika and cumin, with vegetable sidings. 


PIZZA HUT presents the Seafood Festival its 
Lenten season offering seafood fare for meatless 
days. The festival is ongoing until Aprii 15. Choose. 
from is "Seafood for the Sout” selections: Cala 
mari рата, crisp squid rings with Thousand island 
dressing. Calamari appetizer, crisp squid rings 

red with creamy artic soup: Shrimp Paella, 
shrimps in mildly sweet and spicy gare sauce 
served over paella rice; Mango Shrimp Salad, Ro- 
maine lettuce tossed in mango dressing and 
topped with garlic shrimps, fresh mango slices, 
tomatoes and sesame seeds; and Garlic Shrimp. 
and Mushrooms, spaghetti with sautéed shrimps 
and mushrooms in garfc-butter sauc 


ы 
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BARRAMUNDI steamed in citrus fennel sauce at Fish & Co. 


nting, partying 


X-Site or P200 worth of Tom's World tokens. In 
the Easter Popping Game, children have to pop a 
balloon to win ive bunnies and other prizes. A 
minimum purchase of P500 at any shop or three 
‘sheets of ride tickets at Pie Forest earns one en- 
try ticket. Call 8503514. 


SHANGRI-LA Plaza's Easter children's party is at 
1-5 p.m. atthe Grand Atrium Level 2. The hunt is 

lid teams. Each team must be. 

iren 2-12 years old with either 
parent as partner. The program includes a magic 
Show with illusion, unicycl'st and juggling exhi- 
bition, food carts and loot bags. Registration is 
P300 per team on а first-come, first-served ba- 
sis. Only 200 teams will be accepted. Сай 

70 
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THE BELLEVUE HOTEL Is holding an Easter party 
in ts grand ballroom. Aorabas,stitwalkers, uni- 
cyclists, jugglers, clowns, fire eaters, magicians, 
and animals that can do tricks vill be featured. 
The price of PB95+ covers the show and buffet 
with hot and cold selections, grilled items, carv- 
ing. idle food stations and Easter egg hunt. 
Kids below 12 years old get giveaways, while buf- 
fetis free for kids below б. Those who only want 
to see the show will be charged P200 (adults) and 
P250 (kids). Call 7718181. 


POWER PLANT has cuddly bunnies awaiting kids 
atis third annual Easter Sunday celebration at The 
Rockwell Tent from 11 am, Bunnies wil be given 
away to kids who join the activities that Include 
balloon sculpting, giter tattooing, storytelling, 
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ITAGE PARK 


EASTER egg candies 
from Goodiesand 
Sweets st the Podium. 


INTERCONTINENTAL MANILA starts Easter Sun- 
day with a Mass at the Skytop at 10 a.m. You саг 
then have a brunch buffet at 11 a.m. at the Grand 
Ballroom. Other highlights of the das 
meet-and-greet sessions with Nickelodeon fa- 
vorites SpongeBob SquarePants and Patrick St 
children's fashion show by Guess USA and e99- 
hunting. There wil be raffles and giveaways to 
Хз. Guests may also relax by the garden or take 
adip in te pool until 6 p.m. Children have a sepa- 
Tate pool. Prices are Р950+ for adults, Р475+ for 
ids aged 4-12, and P250+ for kids aged 4 and. 
younger. Cal 8159711. 


celebrates "A Норру 


Have the Easter 
Buffet Lunch at 
Restaurant Riviera 
for P999+ (adult) 
and P599+ (child) 
and the family can 
join games at Riviera 
and the poolside. 
Featuredare 
‘magician, clown, 
balloon sculpture, 
face-painting and the 
traditional egg- 
hunting, among 
others. Aspecial 
prize will be given 
for best Easter 
costume. Call 

85488 


MANDARIN ORIENTAL MANILA presents Toys 'N 
‘reats—An Easter Extravaganza, 9am.-12 noon, 
Apri 16, sts ballroom, to be kicked off by a parade 
‘of Enchanted Kingdom mascots. Other activites in- 
clude egg-painting contest, face-painting session, 
Nickelodeon art contest, Kiddie fashion show by 
Jam of Rustan's, a B-daman tournament, EK magic. 
Show and concert, Bratz gitter tattoo comer and 
Юйде salon, and other fun games. Prizes include 
overnight accommodations for two with breakfast 
at Mandarin Orental Manila. Kids can bring home 
loot bags with MEM candies and chocolates. 
jg hunt tickets cost P500 net each kid, 
jusve of a loot bag and basket; and P300 
net each adult. A complimentary egg 
hunt ticket comes with the Easter 
‘Sunday lunch buffet at Tin Hau, 
priced at P1,286+ (adults) 
and P688» (children): 
The Tivol, P1,688+ and 
РЕВВ+ and Paseo 
Uno, P1,488+ and 
P7854. 
People who avall of 
a special Easter room 
package for local resi 
dents tl Apri 17 get 
two complimentary 
Easter egg hunt tickets. 
Special Easter hampers 
from P1,000+ are available 
atthe Mandarin Del. Call 
7508888, 


FESTIVAL SUPERMALL will hold an 
‘209 hunt, 1-4 p.m., April 16 at Pixie Forest 
‘Amusement Canter. Contestants simply have to 
buy two sheets of 10 ride tickets at Pixie Forest or 
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"A^ аю а time for celebration and 

‘amily getogethers. ОГ welcoming the risen 

Savior with the whale of Christendom. This coming Easter 

Sunday, The Heritage Path, Fort Bonifacio Invites everyone to join the 
nual Easter Family Day a ds of fun with the whole family. 


SCHEDULE of EVENTS 
8:00am Eucharistic Mass 
9:15am Egg Hunt Briefing 
9:30am Easter Egg Hunt 
10:15am Bunny Roletta Raffle 
10:45am Bubble Show 
11:30am Awarding Ceremony 


Don't miss the chance to have some good clean family fun this '| 
Easter. Come to The Herllage Park, Fort Bonifacio and make 
this Easter Sunday a truly memorable one, For inquiries, call | 
845 2334 to 38 loc.147 and 188. 


1 The Heritage Park, Fort Bonifacio 
ayani Road comer C5, Taguig Ciy 


‘OVERALL WINNER. The team of Jason Ngo, Kevin Ageaci 


Kriselda Јао and Rizalino Manas 


of De La Salle-College of Saint Benilde School of Hotel, Restaurant and Institution 
Management (SHRIM) wins the Ist Goldilocks Саке Decorating Challenge. 


Whipping up 


Text by Vangie Baga-Reyes 
Photos by Rudy Esperas 


SUGAR, BUTTER, WHIPPED CREAM AND A 
lot of patience made four students of De La 
Salle Universicy-College of St. Benilde overall 
winners of the recent Goldilocks 1st Intercol- 
Tegiate Cake Decorating Challenge at the 
Robinsons Galleria fountain area. 

‘The team of Kevin Agcaoili, Rizalino Man- 
as, Criselda Giao and Jason Ngo bagged 
20,000 worth of Goldilocks gift certificates 
and medals, and a baking showcase of 
P250,000 plus a trophy for their school. 

DLSU-St. Benilde displayed its decorating 
skills and creative talents in adorning cakes 
for festive occasions. St. Benilde, which also 
won the Bestin 8” Round Cake Design catego- 
ту, received the highest average score in the 
on-the-spot competition. 

Eight schools vied for top honors—Univer- 
sity of Santo Tomas (UST), Centro Escolar 
University (CEU), Emilio Aguinaldo College 
(EAC), OB Montessori Greenhills, Olivarez 


Readers’ insights on Filipino food abroad 


MY COLUMN ON FILIPINO FOOD BREAKING 
into the international scene elicited so many 
comments from here and abroad. What was 
surprising was getting e-mail from two Jesuit 
priest 

Fr Boom Martinez, SJ, wrote from California 
where he described the food at home in his 
community as “always American/talian/old- 
White man food.” 

He misses Filipino food but he disputes my 
cheerful estimation that Filipino food wi find 
its place in the culinary map. He has lived in Los 
Angeles, Chicago, New York and is, currently, in 
San Francisco. 

‘While most patrons of Filipino restaurants 
are Pinoys, Thai and Vietnamese restaurants 
are full of “non-natives;" as he puts it. 

“Most of my [non-Filipino] friends know abit 
about our food, but just a bit. They all know 
pancit and lumpia (always mispronounced) and 
maybe even adobo. But that is usually the extent 
of their general knowledge. Again, they can 
name lots of Thai, Vietnamese, Indian, Korean, 
ec dishes? 

"Fr Martnezs impatience is understandable 
but we cant stop trying. Even if Glenda Barret- 
to, in several World Expos, has been successful 
in giving a glimpse and a taste of our cuisine, 
the effor "has not been duplicated on a large 
scale.” 

1 did write about how were promoting our 
food, albeit slowiy. Now, In glad to announce 
that next week, Project Kulinarya wil be 
launched. This is the effort by cooks and cuisine 
exper to standardize about 40 dishes such as 
adobo, pakbet and caldereta, More on this in 
next weeks column. 

‘The other priest is Xavier L. Olin, SJ. He said 
he was in Nagoya, Japan during the Expo where 
he "feasted on adobo... at the Philippine booth.” 
‘And how, "taste- and presentation-wise, they 
did an excellent job there.” 

Apart from his innate love for good food, es- 
pecially the Bicol cooling of his home province, 
Fr, Olin reminisced about the course in Philip- 
pine Culture taught by the late Doreen б. Fer- 
nandezto 11 young Jesuits. 

“She took us to places new and old, from ex- 
otic Balaw-Balaw of Angono to [then] newly 
opened KSP (Kainan sa Pasig) to Binondo street 
fare to Manang’s clubhouse right in our back- 
yard atthe Ateneo campus.” 

"When readers share such information, Ihave 
this urge to go to the places I haven't been to 
justto find ош Tm missing out on the fun, 

Fr Olin also mentioned a colleague, Ft Ting 
Samson, SJ, who brought boxes of dried fish to 
Mindanao from Naga. Those were “new look” 
and espada, 

Ep le thinly sled swordfish but Р; Olin 
couldn't remember the eal name of new look,” 
describing it as having “grayish silver skin" and 
very ойу even when it had been dried. 

‘Those two e-mail messages make me wonder 
what it is with Jesuits and food. But when Pr. 
Olin wigte how 1 might want to visit two veb 
sites—Swwithefesuitgourmet blogspot.com 


College, Philippine Women's University 
(PWU), San Sebastian College (SSC) and St. 
Benilde. 

The competition was patterned after the hit 
television show “Iron Chef,” with students 


CouNrRY 
COOKING 


Micky Fenix 


and wwnjesuitrecipesblogspotcom—t_con- 
chided that food must be one of the things one 
must enjoy to be a Jesuit. 


Hard to explain 

‘On the same topic, those who reside abroad 
lamented how difficule it was for them to ex- 
plain our food to their non-Flipino husbands 
nd friends. A Cathay Pacific food and beverage 
manager once told me that they couldnt pi- 
geonhole our cuisine as Asian or Westem. 

‘One reader in Japan, Evangeline Mafalac 
‘Troan, decided to cook tinola and sinigang so 
that her husband could come up with some de- 
scription of our cooking. Mariz Cubelo in Syd- 
ney was so disappointed with a Filipino restau- 
таш in the ety that she hasnt been back since 
the visit three years ago. OF couse, she reports 
how Thai and Vietamese restaurants are doing 
жеш. 

Toren Guevara, writing from France, says 

Trench fiends “go nuts over barbecue, 
айоо and even the famous dessert of mango 
float or icebox cake 

‘One doesn't have to go far to experience how 
Filipino food з also mis-presented. Yna Aquino 
described how the sinigang of an uppity hotel 
here was brought to the table like a work of art 


FILIPINO food presented naturally. Tilapia, 
lobster and pakbet feast in Ilocos 


PINAKBET presentation by food stylist. 
ROTO FROM RUPEE CUNE A COUNTAT SHENAE 
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CENTRO Escolar University wins the Bestin 8" x 12" Rectangular 


Cake Design. 


St. Benilde 


team 
tops cake 


decorating 


contest 
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ASTUDENT displays her creative sil 
in sprucing up a round cake. 


40th year 

The cake challenge was part of Goldilocks! 
celebration of its 40th anniversary (it was 
founded in May 1966), И was co-sponsored 
by Avoset Pour N Whip Cream. 

"The contest, said Pinky Yee, Goldilocks" 
marketing director and one of the judges, 
aimed to give college students, particularly 
future pastry chefs, a venue to showcase their 
creativity and talents. 

Judges included Eddy Chan, regional mar- 
keting manager for Southeast Asia of the 
Prestó-Avoset Group; Helene Pontejos, gener- 
al manager of Great Food Solutions of San 
Miguel Pure Foods Company; culinary expert 
Heny Sison; and talent manager Angeli 
Pangilinan Valenciano. 

Cakes were rated on creativity appearance, 
technique and use of materials. Teste wasnt 
part of the rating equation. 

‘While judges were deliberating, intema- 
tionally acclaimed cake decorator Dien Tang 
fom Vietnam trimmed a cake on the spot. He 
showcased an elaborate birthday cake with a 
cute pig relaxing in a bethmub. Using опу 


i Avoset whipped cream, he finished the job in 


sharing the stage and one central supply bin 
with decorative materials, such as sprinkles, 
candies, toppers, etc. They had to decorate 
their cakes within a specified period of time 

Teams had two hours to decorate four 
cakes: a roll, an 8" round, an 8"x12" rectangu- 
lar and a heart-shaped. А total of eight 
cakes one from each team—were presented. 
per category 

Participants scooped out large dollops of 
whipped cream to give the cake a thicker lay- 
erof icing. Cakes came in different colors and. 
shapes—some resembling a log. Many chose. 
floral motifs. 

Many of the cakes had everything from 
fruits to candies to flowers on them. Competi- 
tors finished the cakes with chocolate top- 
pings, pineapple or strawberry glaze to fit the. 
‘occasion. 


15 minutes. 

Aside from St, Benilde, other winners 
were: UST, Best in Roll Design; PWU, Best in 
Heart-shaped Design; and CEU, Best in 8” x 
12 Rectangular Cake Design. 

The winning team in each category re- 
ceived P10,000 worth of Goldilocks gift cer- 
tificates and medals, while the school got a 
baking showcase worth Р50,000 and atrophy. 
Non-winning teams received P5,000 worth of 
Goldilocks gift certificates and baking sup- 
plies worth P10,000, and certificates of ap- 
preciation for the school. 

“All of che students workéd so well togeth- 
er” said Yee. “It was a real team effort. Some 
of their designs were really impressive, even. 
at par with commercially available cakes. It's 
amazing that these were made on-the-spot by 
students. The level of talent that the Filipino 
youth has is overwhelming.” 


Email the author at voaga@inguirercom.ph 


VEGETABLE samosa with curried 
Lady's Choice Mayonnaise dip. 


with lots of trimmings but was nowhere near 
the traditional in terms of taste. One chef on 
television called зол something else— 
steamed fish in tamarind sauce. 

‘And why, Aquino asks, should our food be 
identified on television only as extreme cuisine 
such asthe batut? 

Since 1 mentioned several food writers who 
had written on Filipino food, Minette Quimson, 
who writes book reviews, reported that some of 
‘our recipes were included in Mark Bittman's 
"The Best Recipes in the World.” Those were 
chicken adobo, fresh lumpia and salabat. 

1 remember reprinting Bituman's adobo ver- 
sion in another paper and thought it charming 
that his daughter who didn't ike chicken would 
only eat chicken adobo. 

Quimson says while adobo and lumpia are 
identified as cuisine from the Philippines, sala- 
bat is “classified under Southeast Asian cuisine 
but I don't know of any other Southeast Asian 
country that uses ‘salabar to describe ginger 
tea.” 


Landmark 

The Dizon Bakery column made Arnold 
Bautista homesick for Cavite City and the bak- 
ery that he says is a landmark When he and his 
family used to visit relatives in Cavite, his 
‘grandmother would require them to buy quesil- 
To (kesong puti) only from Dizon's. And his fa- 
ther used to buy pan de bomba. The owner, Am- 
paro Barrolome, couldn't say what pan de bom- 
bais. 

Reader Bautista wondered if it was the 
Queen bread (monay) while Myma Segismun- 
do, a niece of Bartolome, surmised it might be 
the pan de putok or pan de suelo. 

‘A surprising e-mail also about the bakery col 
umn was from Oscar Robledo Ballesteros in 
‘Spain. 1 had to have the following translated 
since my 12 units of Spanish didn’t make me 
confident enough to guess what he was asking: 
“He visto su artículo Country Cooking en Inter- 
net. Sólo una pregunta, cde dónde ha sacado ust- 
ed el nombre de la protagonista Amparo Bar- 
tolomé?" 

He asked about the owner of the bakery that 
much I gathered. So I answered in English that 
Bartolome was the owner and if the name 
sounded familiar, it might only be because 
‘many Filipinos hed Spanish names. His name is 
also familiar and someone here must be carry- 
ing the name. 

‘And now a correction from Rose Guanio on 
the column on the book "Poduck Hidalgo 
Bonding.” It seems I wrote that Rufina Zamora. 
married Augusto Hidalgo. 

Rose explains, " happen to be а granddaugh- 
terof Rufina Zamora and Rafael Hidalgo.” Writ- 
ing that column, I had the book in front of me 
just to make sure I got names and connections 
correctly But I suffer from some form of dyslex- 
ia. [read Rafael and wrote Augusto. Go figure. 
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Connecting the 


By Michaela Fenix 


HOW TO CONNECT A WOMAN 
to her words? That was the puz- 
zie presented atthe launch of La- 
аус Choice “Food for Thought" 
іп celebration of Women 
Month. 

Five successful women were 
asked to create their particular 
dips and give some clue, 
through their words, what dip 
they concocted. 

Some were easy to guess. 

It was a cinch connecting Tes- 
sa Prieto Valdez to "What's stop- 
ping you from expressing your 
self” That day, she expressed 
herself with a fluffy creation of 
pink and lavender shades. True 
to the color of her dress, she 
chose samosa witha dip of mayo 
mixed with curry 

Risa Mananquil Samson 
made guessing easy by compar- 
ing the versatility of mayonnaise 
to “the lile black dress.” But, of 
course, you had to know she's a 
fashion model. She made a 
mayo-tomato relish for chicken 
‘meatballs. 

An ironic frame of mind was. 
needed to connect Dr. Vicki Belo 
to “fat is beautiful” Her clinics 
до deal with a lot of fat, taking it 
off from certain areas and 
putting it where it is needed 
fora makeover. "n 

Tt also took some fat to. 
fiy the bangus belly that 
was paired with her mayo 
dip with culamanst 

"The words “healthy 
pointed 
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Text by Belle V. Bondoc 
Photos by Romy Homilada 


'OUVE PROBABLY HEARD 
of Chinese Monk, that cozy 
dining area in Power Plant 

Mall that serves traditional Can- 

tonese cuisine. 

Unlike most Chinese restaurants, though, 
here you don't need to fret over the use of 
versin or MSG (monosodium glutamate). 

Chinese Monk, а member of the Burgoo 
chain of restaurants, has been operating for 
almost two years now and continues to gain 
popularity mot only among Chinese-food 
{overs but also among diners with discrimi- 
nating tastes. 

"ЧАЄ believe in producing quality because, 
if you produce quality, you get the business,” 
says managing director Albert Alavera. "We 
now what the customers want, what they 
want to eat." 

“The restaurant serves Cantonese dishes, 
gourmetstyle. The cooking technique, ac- 
ording to Alavera relies less on frying and 
Sauces, and more on natural flavors and 
spices. 

“The dishes are cooked using the freshest 
ingredients and we have certain preparation 
methods to retain the unique flavor and tex: 
ture of every dish says Alavera. 

Не has been in the rescaurant business for 
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Chinese 
Monk 
serves 
Cantonese 


dishes, 


BEEF with Broccoli 


22 years. He has a partner in overseeing the 
operations of the restaurant. They source and 
plan the menu, and manage and train the staff. 


Modern interiors 

The 160-seat restaurant is the biggest in- 
side Po t 

The modern but homey interiors designed 
by Grace Milan features a series of solid geo- 
metrical shapes. Black and red define the 
place. Fine furniture and well-placed lighting 
Tend elegance to the restaurant. Neatly аг. 
ranged artworks featuring a monk hang on 
the walls 

An image of a young monk at the corner of 

main entrance greets diners. On the oppo- 

te corner is a big gong usually seen in Chi- 
nese temples as a sign of welcome. 

The open kitchen is designed to let cus- 
tomers see how their meals are prepared. The 

kitchen staff consists of 20 men, all of them. 


gourmet 


style 


basic reqiirement[no 
falling hair] to make sure that hygiene 
observed during food preparation,” 
says Alavera. 
An open-air space ets guests dine 
f ile enjoying a view of 
the garden. 


Bestsellers, favorites 

Chinese Monk offers diners a whole pack- 
age of relaxing ambience, excellent service 
and, most importantly, quality food. 

It has a variety of dishes of meat, poultry, 
fish, seafood and vegetables, as well ss con- 
gee and noodles. 

‘Servings are big enough for whole families 
but the prices are surprisingly reasonable. 
Seafood dishes cost PI95-P395 while beef 
dishes range from P175 to P245. 


Sandwiches for meatless days 


HERE ARE SANDWICHES SUITABLE FOR 
‘meatless Holy Week. 


Gardenia Healthy Tuna Asparagus 
Sandwich 

8 slices Gardenia Classic White: Bread 
(thick slice) 

1 can tuna, drained 

2 tbsp chopped onions 

2 tbsp pickle relish 

e mayonnaise 

pepper to taste. 

1 can white asparagus 

1. In а bowl, combine tuna, onions, pickle 
relish and mayonnaise. 

2, Season with salt and pepper. Blend well 

3. Spread filing on one side of the bread, 


тт 
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... and Easter egg-hunting, partying 


From page CI 


arts and crafts, and egg hunt. Toys 
and treats aro given by Kidz Staton, 
Crabtree & Evelyn, and Chicco. The 
program features magic, acrobatic 
and bubble shows. Pre-registration 
ends Apri 15. For PASO, a child gots 
the Easter flesta passport. Each 
passport entitles a kld to a Hershey's 
loot bag, gift certificate from О Power. 
Station, a free game at Power Bowl, 
anda 20-percent discount from. 
Crabtree & Evelyn. 


THE PODIUM prosents a тайса! 
Easter Sunday where kids can meet 
tha glant bunny of TK by Toy King- 
dom or check out the cute and cud- 
Фу Gund Rabbit, Gray Thumper 
Bunny and Blue Bunny. Greet 
friends and familly members а 

py Easter with egg candies, cookies, 
and personal-pizod Carrot Cakes 


INTERCON'S Easter egg hunt 
[rd 


top with asparagus spears and lettuce. 
4. Cover with another slice of bre 

diagonally Serve with potato chips 
Makes 4 sandwiches. 


Gardenia Maki Treats 
slices Gardenia Classic White Bread 
1 can tuna in water, drained 
Yecmayonnaise 
1 tbsp chopped red bell pepper E 
1 tbsp green onions 
tsp salt 
1/8 tsp ground black pepper 
4 slices cheese 
1. Mix together tuna, mayonnaise, bell pepper 
and onions. Season to taste with salt and pepper. 
2. Spread mixture evenly over bread. 


foil and chill for at least 


side up to show filing. 
Makes 3-4 servings. 


ing and decorat- 
carrot. 
Highlighting the celebrationis the 
Easter Magical Show by magicians 
Carl Orbon and Jester Tallod at the 
malls lounge area. Kids can 
with a minimum purchase of P500 
Apri 15-16. Registration for the 
‘event, a project of TK by Toy King- 
dom and The Podium, will be at 11 
ат. The show and games will start 
att pam, 


products te 
Books. 


‘THE OLD SWISS INN Makati branch 
offers a lunch buttet that includes its 
popular Corned Beet Carving. The 
"day's featured desserts Toblerone 
Chocolate Fondue. Buffet price is 
P600 (plus VAT and SC) per person. 
Children below 5 years old pay half. 
‘The price also Includes a magic 
show and Easter giveaways. 


branches at 


POWERBOOKS presents a fun and 


GARDENIA Maki Treats 


3. Place a slice of cheese then roll tightly. 
4. Wrap rolis in plastic wrap or aluminum 


5. Slice into Linch pieces and serve cut- 


egg-cting lineup for Easter. 

‘With the Easter Еро Design con- 
test, you can paint y 
ney character onan Easter egg and 
Geta chance to win P1,000 worth of 


At PowerBooks Greenbelt and Al- 
abang. Kids 3-9 years old can join 
tne Dress Up As Your Favorite Dis- 
ney Character contest. 

The traditional Easter Egg Hunt 
wil be held at PowerBooks Green- 
belt and Alabang while PowerBooks 
and Disney Time Warner's Easter 
Egoscapade party willbe held at 
PowerBooks Greenbelt 

PowerBooks Specially Store has 


1029), Megamall (6352898 to 99), 
‘Alabang Town Center (8505662 to 
3). Glorietta (7527076), Shangri- 
La (6380028725) and Robinsons 
Place Ermita (5233334/ 5243448)» 


AWAITER, dressed 
like a monk, presents 
one of the 
restaurant's 
favorites, the Crispy 
Noodles. 


THEDIMSUM 
iswortha visit 


"We have revised our menu. Now we are of. 
fering about 45 dishes, comprising mainly of 
the bestsellers and customers favorites,” says 
Alavera. 

‘The dim sum is a must-try Each dele 
plate of the little snacks, a trademark of 
tonese cuisine, holds 
P65. Dim sum selection includes kuchay 
dumpling, shrimp hakao, chicken feet, shark's 
fin and pork siomai, among others. 

"The appetizer that is the current box-office 
hit is the Mu-Shu Pork—stirfried pork 
cooked with light seasonings and flavorful 
Sauce, combined with exotic vegetables like 


X. 


ALBERT Alavera is also a wizard in the kitchen. 


shredded scallions, tiger Шу buds, wood ears 
and bean sprouts. Traditionally it is served in. 
pancakes. 

The restaurants concept of Cantonese 
gourmet-stle cooking is evident in the beef 
and meat dishes, which are cooked with very 
light seasonings. Preparation usually involves. 
stir-frying with a little water. 

Of the main dishes, Alavera recommends 
the Beef with Broccoli, Oriental Baby Back 
Ribs and Spicy Spareribs. 

‘The restaurant is especially proud of its 
Kong Pao dishes with spicy sauce mixed with 
vegetables and crunchy peanuts. Diners can 
choose from beef, pork, chicken and seafood 
varieties, though chicken seems to be the 
more popular. 

The Seafood Hot Pot combination of Pacific 
clams, shrimps and squid is also a favorite. 

Other signature dishes include the Fish 
with Tofu Hot Pot, Braised Duck with Three 
Mushrooms, and the Salt and Pepper Cuttle- 
fish. The must-try desserts are Banana Rolls 
and Banana Samosa. 

The restaurant offers complimentary 
chrysanthemum tea with its sinfully delicious 
desserts. Like wines, certain dishes have to be. 
matched with particular teas. Tea, whether 
taken before, during or after a meal, is consid- 
егей necessary for the enjoyment of Chinese 
cuisine. E 

Diners vary depending on time and day. Оп 
weekdays, the noontime crowd consists 
mainly of office workers. On weekends, Chi- 
nese Monk becomes a perfect venue for fami 
ly gatherings. 

‘The restaurant is also ideal for business 
and social functions like weddings and bap- 
tism. It offers special party packages and set 
menus for as low as P175 per person. 

‘Chinese Monk is at 1/L, Power Plant Mall, 
Rockwell Center, Makati It is open daily, 11 
ала-2 am, the following day. It will deliver. 
for a minimum purchase of P500 within the 
vicinity (Makati and Mandaluyong). Call 
8973785, 8974129 and 8969429. 


Email the author at bbondocQinquir- 
ercon.ph 
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recie. 


2esugar 
лона Dis- 


m Benby and Power- 


Lisp salt 
2egss 
1emilk 


Flakes, tinted” 


Greenbelt 4 (7576426 


r ж 
EASTER Basket Cupcakes 


Candy bunt for Easter 


TREAT KIDS TO HERSHEY'S 
chocolates this Easter with this cocoa, bal 


Easter Basket Cupcakes 


13a c all-purpose flour 
3c Hershey's Cocoa, ог 
1 Yetsp baking powder 
1 %tsp baking soda 


Vac vegetable oil 
2ispvanilla extract. 
1eboiling water 
1 сал (16 oz) creamy vanilla 

ready-to-spread frosting 
3 % c Sweetened Coconut 


Assorted Hershey's Chocolates 
(Hershey's Kissables, Hershey's 
Baking Chips, Hershey's Kisses) 

1. Heat oven to 350 "E Line 
muffin cups (2 % inches in di- 
ameter) with paper bake cups, 


2. Stir together sugar, flour, 
ing powder, baking 
soda and salt in large bowl. 
Add eggs, milk, ой and vanilla; 
beat on medium speed of elec- 
tric mixer for 2 minutes. Stir in 
boiling water (batter will be 
thin). РШ muffin cups 2/3 full 
with batter 

3. Bake 22.25 minutes or 
ший wooden pick inserted in 
center comes out clean. Cool 
completely. 

4. To make Easter baskets, 
frost each cupcake with vanilla 
frosting, Immediately make 
"nes" on top of each cupcake 
with tinted coconut; place as- 
sorted candy in nests. 


"Note: To tint coconut, com- 
bine several drops of green food 
color with Ya tsp water; add to 1 į 
% c coconut, Stir until evenly ° 
tinted, Repeat using blue, pink 
or yellow food color. 


i. a 


More picnic ideas from top с 


Part 2 


S PROMISED, HERE 
are more recipes 
from the top chefs 


‘who help me put together a 
dream picnic right in my 
ovm backyard. 

Thomas Wenger (execu- 
tive chef Mandarin Oriental) says this is not 
for the fainthearted. But its so good, eaten 
hotor cold 


RESCUE 


Reggie 
Aspira: 


Scotch Eggs 

4 pes hard-boiled eggs, peeled 

160 g veal meat, minced finely 

100g heavy cream 

20 gearot, brunoise 

20 g leek, brunoise 

40g onions, chopped finely 

10 g parsley, chopped 

10 g bunter 

20 wbite four 

2pesegg 

заг 

Pepper from the mill 

Paprika ponder 

Breadcrumbs 

Oil for deep-fying 

Sauté onions in butter until translucent. 

Add chopped parsley, set aside to cool. 

Blanch carrot brunolse in sale water, shock 
inice water 

tn а food processor, combine minced veal 
meat with one egg, slowly incorporate the 
heavy cream. Season with salt, pepper and pa- 
prika powder. Remove mixture from processor. 

їп а bowl, over ice, combine veal mixture 
with onions, carrots. Combine unt] they be- 
ome a smooth, homogenous mixture. Adjust 
Seasoning. 

Cover he hard-boiled egg with the mixture 
completely. 

Bent the remaining egg. 

Dredge the coated eggs in four, chen dip 
chem into the egg, and cover them well with 
bread crumbs 

Deep-fry until golden and crispy: 

Serve with mustard dip. 

Mustard dip: 

1 atsp English mustard 

34 sp paprika powder 

2 tbsp sour cream 

1 cmayonnaise 

1 pespring onion, chopped finely 

Combine ай ingredients. Adjust seasoning. 


"KITCHEN 


SCOTCH Eggs. 
As Thomas says, 
not for the 
fainthearted, but 
so good, eaten 
hot or cold. 


Pain Bagnat 

ala Wenger 

1 baguette (French 
bread), whole wheat or rus- 
tie 

200 tuna loin 

4 anchovies 
200 gripe tomatoes 
6 comichons sliced lengthwise 
lemon, juice freshly squeezed 
Yeonion, sliced very thinly 
6peskalamata olives, pitted 

208 capers 

Sedsal 

Pepper from the mill 
Olive oil dressing: 

3 thep virgin olive oil 

1 tbsp red wine vinegar 

1 clove garlic, crushed 

3 g alian paisley. chopped 

3 g basil leaves, chopped 

Tsp Dijon mustard 

Cut baguette in half lengthwise 
Ina bowl, combine olive ой dressi 
dient: mustard, parsley garlic, basil and red 
Wine vinegar. Season with salt and pepper. 
While whisking the mixture, add the virgin 
olive oll ina slow stream. 

Drizzle some of tis olive oil and mustard 
mixture onto the inside сив ofthe bread. 
Slice the tuna in long slivers approximately 
winch thick. Season with salt, pepper and 


fillets, 


Slice tomatoes and arrange оп bread. 

Layer grilled tuna with finely sliced onions 
on top of the tomatoes. Top with anchovies, 
capers, cornichons and black olives. 

Drizzle with the remaining olive oil-Dijon 
mustard dressing. 

Cover with the other half of the loaf and 
press slightly 

"Wap tightly with foil, and set aside for at 
least 30 minutes so the bread can soak up the 
juices 

Cut it into thick slices just before serving. 

This vegetarian sandwich recipe is from 
Rolando Laudico, chef and proprietor, Chef 
Laudico Culinary Services 
Grilled Vegetarian Sandwich 
with Balsamic Onion Compote 

1 medium-size eggplant, 1 big red bell pep- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
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p 


b. 


GRILLED Vegetarian Sandwich with Balsamic Onion Compote 


per, 1 medium-size zucchini (all cut inch 
hick, diagonally) or any vegetable that you 


2 tbsp olive oil 
1 thsp garlic 
sh basil, optional 
2spsug 
1 large loaf bread (French bread, sour- 
dough, or any favorite) 
6slices of your fa 
6 pes sun-dried tomatoes, sliced, soften in 
For Balsamic Onion Compote: 
2 tbsp olive oil 
У tsp rosemary, optional 
, sliced thickly 


It and fresh ground pepper to taste 
ix olive oil, garlic, basil, salt, pepper 
Brush on to vegetables. Grill or bake until soft 


CHEF Rolando 
Laudico, chef and 
proprietor, Chef 
Laudico Culinary 
Services 


H 
THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2006 


CHEF David Pardo 
de Ayala, executive 
chef, Discovery 
Suites 


Bread 
doesn’t 
have to be 
simple 

and boring 
when 
served 

al fresco 


hefs 


and tender but with a bite. Set aside. 

‘To make balsamic onion compote: In a 
pan, heat olive oil, add rosemary and sliced 
onions. Cook until tender. 

‘Add balsamic vinegar and sugar. Cook until 
vinegar is “syrupy” Season with salt and pep- 
per Set aside. 

‘Gut the bread in half and grill both sides or 
bake in the oven until crisp on the outside and 
soft inside. 

To assemble: Lay grilled vegetables on 
bread, add onion compote, sun-dried toma- 
toes then cheese slices. 

Top it with the other half loaf and wrap in 
foil or plastic. 


David Pardo de Ayala, executive chef of 
Discovery Suites, shares this recipe: 


Pan Bagnat Ayala. 

Tone-lb loaf, unsliced, French baguette 

1/3 cbasil leaves 

Ус chopped fiar leaf parsley 

2 sixounce cans tuna in olive oil 
undrained 

2 plum tomatoes, diced 

1 сап artichoke hearts in water, 15 ounces, 
drained, sliced 

‘tbsp capers, drained 

2/3 c coarsely chopped pitted Kalamata 
olives 

"Yee chopped red onion, thinly sliced, rinsed 
in bot water, drained and cooled 

2 tbsp fresh lemon juice 

e bread in half lengthwise. 

Partially remove some of the interior of the 
loaf leaving ¥-inch shell. 

"Brush bread with some olive oil from the 
can tuna, line with basil leaves in single lay- 

‘Combine drained tuna, tomatoes, capers, 
parsley onion, lemon juicein medium bowl to 
Blend. Season to taste. 

Spoon tuna into bottom bread shel. Sprin- 
Ме olives on top of tuna, then the sliced arti- 
chokes. 

‘Cover with top half and wrap tightly with 
plastic. Place in shallow baking pan; top with 
nother baking pan and weight with heavy 
cans. Place in the chiller overnight 

On picaicday slice and serve. 

Next week, the final picnic episode, recipes 
from Jesse and Ernie. 


Email the author at raspiras@inquirer 
eom ph. 


PLANNING A PICNIC 
party this summer? San 
Miguel Purefoods Culi- 
nary Center has some 
recipes you may want to 
ty. 
Bacon and Dried 
Mango Pilaf 

2 tbsp Magnolia Nutri-Oil 

Ya c Purefoods Maple-flavored 
Bacon, chopped 

2 бое 
chopped 

Va c chopped shallots 

2 зр grated ginger 

1 tsp turmeric powder 

1 Yeerie,long-grain, rinsed 

2 Yeewarm chicken broth 


pan, st 


Taiwan garlic, 


ITALIAN Pasta Salad 


1tspsalt 

2tbsp raisins 

% с dried пре mangoes, 
chopped 

Place garlic, shallots and gin- 
ger in a mortar and pestle and 
pound until а pasty mixture is 
achieved. Set aside. 

Heatoil ina sauté pan. Pan- 
bacon until golden in color. Us- 


ry garlic mixture. Stir 
їп turmeric and rice. Cook for 2 
minutes over low heat 
ually add chicken broti 
simmer then add salt. Transfer to 
a rice cooker and continue cook- 
ing until rice is tender. Just be- 
fore serving, stir in raisins, dried 


mangoes and bacon, 

Chicken, Ham 

Breast Fillet 
Filling: 


Cheese, softened 
2р chopped 


and grad- 
Coating 


tsp salt 


‘Le Japanese bread crumbs 
Pound chicken breast 
flatten. Season with salt and 


pepper. 
Ser aside. 
Filling: 


Mix cream cheese, parsley, 
basil and garlic in a bowl. Set 


aside. 
Coating: 
1a a bowl, combin 


and pepper. Set aside. 
Tn another bowl, place bread 


crumbs. Set aside. 
Assembly: 


Place a slice of Purefoods 


Cooked ham on one 


Makes 4105 servings. 


Saltand white pepper 

225 g bar Magnolia Cream 
2 tbsp chopped parsley 

1 tsp minced garlic 

250 g Purefoods Cooked Ham 


¥%call-purpose flour 
tsp white pepper 


lemelted Magnolia Gold But- 


pounded chicken. Spread 
cheese mixture on top. Roll 
y. Dredge chi 
flour then in melted butter and 


and Herbed Cheese Rolls 
500 g Magnolia Chicken 


hour. Drizzle occasionally with 
melted burrer during baking. 
Makes 8 servings. 


Italian Pasta Salad 

2 tbsp minced garlic 

3 tbsp fresh basil leaves 

‘coliveoil 

1/3clemon juice 

% с Magnolia 
Cheese, grated 

Salt and pepper to taste 

% kg twist pasta, cooked ac- 
cording to package directions 

1 с Purefoods Cooked Ham, 
sliced into strips 

Ya c sliced black olives 

У c fresh tomatoes, sliced into 
thin wedge 

Уе стей and green bell pep- 
pers, seeded and sliced into thin 
strips 

Y c cucumber, sliced into thin 


basil 


Cheddar 


ош; ips 

fous salt UTD prepare dressing, puree 
garlic and basil leaves in a food 
processor. While mixing, slowly 
pour olive oil and lemon juice. 
‘Add grated cheese, Mix ший 


side of the Well blended. Season with salt 


Quick and easy recipes for picnic party 


CURRIED Chunkee Corned Beef in Pita Bread 


and pepper. Chill and set: 
Ina large bow!, combi 


ta, Purefoods Cooked 


black olives, tomatoes, bell pep- 
pers and cucumbers. Toss all in- 


gredients then pour in d 
Mix well. Transfer to 
bowl and chil, 

Makes В servings 


Curried Chunkee Corned 


Beef in Pita Bread 
2 фер Magnolia Nutzi- 
Y c chopped white oni 
1190 g can Purefoods 
kee Comed Beef 
Mac sour cream 
SA tsp cayenne pepper 


aside. 
ine pas- 
Ham, 


1 tsp curry powder 

3 pe pita bread, cut into 
halves 

"A c peeled and chopped cu- 
cumber 

Heat oil im а skillet. Saute 
onions and add corned beef. Mix 
well and cook for 2 minutes over 
medium heat. Set aside. 

Pour sour cream in a 
saucepan. Stir in cayenne рер. 
per and cumin powder, Remove 
from heat and set aside. 

‘Assembly: Spoon corned beef 
in pita bread. Top with chopped 
cucumber. Drizzle with curry 
sauce on top. 

Makes 3 servings. 


essing. 
а salad 


ой 
is Chun- 
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